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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


| fourth ſection of our Prophet's ſecond al. 


1 | courſe, compriſed in the third part of theſe 
Prophecies, commences with the 8 53 now be- 
Fore us, and extends throughout the whole of chap- 


ter thirty- ſecond. The portion of that beautiful va- 


riegated oration to be confidered at this time, ſeems 


to have been primarily addreſſed to the Ephraimites 


and the Jews, at that critical period, wherein alarm- 


ed by their dangerous ſituation, an embaſſy was diſ- 
tel by the Iſraelites into Egypt, requeſting the 
_ affiftance'of that powerful kingdom. - In Gelee eng 
The meſſage wherewith he was intruſted,, Ifaiah a- 


gain admoniſhes the perfidious people to whom he 
was ſent, of their extreme fully and danger in apply- 
ing to the Egyptians for that alſiſtance and defence 
which they might have had from God, infinitely 


more wiſe, and powerful. This criminal conduct 
he ſharply. reproves, and ſhews that the ſalvation of 
the people of God does. not depend on worldly po- 
* Jicy, but on divine protection. He then ſubj _ 


comfortable aſſurance of effectual ſuccour 5 
f = 


Fm. "who, looking above an arm © 


[| 


2 PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. — 
placed their confidence i in the living God. To ex- 


Cite terror in the wicked and profane, he denounces 


awful threatenings of the moſt direful calamities 
whereby the kingdom of Ephraim was to be over- 
thrown. To cheriſn in the ſervants of the Moſt 
High the lively expectation of the bleſſings of di- 
vine grace, in the moſt perilous condition of the 
church, he explicitly declares, that they were to be 
plentifully enjoyed in the laſt days. This elegant 
prophetic diſcourſe may be diſtributed into two 
parts, in the firſt of which, now to be conſidered, 
| the Prophet expoſes the egregious folly of the I 
\ raclites, in requeſting the aſſiſtance of that nation , | 
who, in former times, had inſlaved and oppreſſed - 
their fathers, For this purpoſe he contraſts the wif. - 
dom and power of Jehovah, with the wiſdom and 
power of the Egyptians ; he exhibits an illuſtrious 
inſtance of the divine protection to be afforded to 
the citizens of when beſieged by the Aſ- 
{yrians ; and, having invited them to return to God, 
he foretels the we, deſtruction of the formidable 
e os; on toy's 


CHAP. XXXI. 


FO to them thai go down to Egypt for 
| help, and ftay on horſes, and truſt in 
chariots, becauſe they are many; and in horſe- 
men, becauſe they are very ſtrong: but they 
look not unto the Holy One of Iſrael, dende 

ſeek the LORD. 


Our Prophet introduces the ſubject which he was 
to treat, by denouncing againſt the perſons whoſe 
conduct he reprobates, thoſe complicated calamities 
that er the diſpleaſure of the Almighty a- 
| Sainſt perverſe n thoſe terrible 8 by 


| 
J 


; 6's ie | _—C 


0 v0 nn AY MC 


. 1. ö PRO PHE 
which 3 
whom there is no help. The odious crime w 


who in times paſt 


— from Egypt, 


b ðͤ AE. A! nn ͤ VM ] EL, ES © ⁵ ..]] 


Vuidence of God; nor did they recollect, with 
able diſpoſitions of mind. the intimate relations in 
which they ſtood connected with him whom they 
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the E tes became expoſed to the av 
— — them, is deſoribed : 
nearly in the how . | 
the. precedin chapter. Diſtruſting « 
* EA bein their defence and deli. 

ee ee 1 
Egypt; they ſolicited from thence affiftance in the 
preſent critical fituation of public affairs. Th 
they well knew, or might have known, that a horſe 


is a vain thing for ſafety, neither ſhall he deliver 


hn as e eee 3 yet they viewed the mi- 
tary force, the the cavalry and chariots of war they 


as their ſtay in the ſeaſon of 


impending danger. Put not truſt in men of low 
degree who are vanity, nor in men of high degree 


5 e you 
4 certainly-be deceived 3 you ſh 
— — 


be aſlumed or vexed ; effect of the 
r ch impious conduct. We may 
apply to men for help, but we muſt take heed that 
we truſt not in creatures whoſe breath is in their 


noſtrils, —The fin here. threatened was highly ag- 


gravated by the following circumſtance : 


_ an look not unto the One e dal. Ne. 
. their own nts th Hel 0 2 . 
con- 


they did not ſurvey, in the exerciſe of believ 
templation, the perfections, the promiſes, 


Rar. 


2 to have honoured and Anctifed.——- Nene 2 
did they ſeek the Lord ; they requeſted not with 


his direction, aſſiſtance, 1 
his favour and ſupport. Indifferent to M0 5 
ant benefits which they ought to have been ſolicit- 


ous to obtain, they did not aik them from God with |. 


faith and fervency, with integrity and-uprightneſs, 
with * 3 3 — | 


3 3 


— . — —— — 
\ X 


min a rock, they may 
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8 of. ſucceſs. —Would, you, my bie- 
thren, eſcape the miſeries denounced in this verſe; 
truſt not in the creature, which is only as « bowing 
wall, and a tottering fence; repreſs that confidenc 
which might withdraw your hearts from God, and 


terminate in your diſgrace and ruin. If you. lean | 


on the creatures as a ſtaff, they will pierce your hand. 
like a broken reed ; 5.5 pon he: ſhelter in them as 

upon you and prove your. 
deſtruction. He that truſteth in vanity, vanity ſhall. 


be his recompenſe. In every difficulty and danger. 


have recourſe. to God for 19 — * deliverance, 


| Whoſe ſecret. powerful operation moves the hearts. 


the tongues, and hands of men. Better it is to 
truſt in God than to rande in man, who. 
may be unable or unwilling to help, or be cut oft. 


| before he can convey to us any ſubltantial relief. 25 


2 Yet he alfo i is wile, and will bring — 5 
and will not call back his words; but will 


ariſe againſt the houſe of the evil doers, and 
againſt the help of them that work iniquity. | 


In this verſe, ſharp reproofis adminiftered to thoſe 
BF depending on human aid, neglect to acknow- 
ledge God. To convince: them. of their folly and 
preſumption, they are inſtructed, that the wiſdom, 

the power, and Kithfulneſs of Jehovah, being inſi- 
nitely ſuperior to the excellencies poſſeſſed by peo- 
ple of the greateſt celebrity, render him the moſt 
proper object of confidence. The Egyptians were” 
anciently conſidered by neighbouring nations as a 
wiſe, political, and powerful people; they were long * 


held 1 in high eſtimation, on account of their 


and acquaintance with many uſeful arts and ſcien-- 
ces. Admitting that they Galtly deſerved: this re- 
tpectable character, yet it ought to be remembered. 
that he who giveth wiſdom, muſt himſelf be wiſe, 
.. . * he who teacheth man knowledge, ſhall not -hes 


know?“ He is the only wiſe God, whoſe — 


* : 
CY G EI re tata, oa LE 
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and und are infinite. If men are reckon- 
—.— . 3 
t ſu govern ence 
paſſions, who their affairs with diſcretion, 
and purſue the beſt ends by the moſt proper means; 
ſurely the Moſt High 
| ceeds all the wiſdom and kill which is diſperſed 


2 — Be it then, as you ſay, that - 


ple from whom you aſk affiſtance are wiſe and 
—.—. yet you cannot deny that God alſo is wiſe, 


_ infinitely wiſer than men, who are indebted. to him 


for all the penetration and ſagacity they poſſeſs. He 
can eaſily defeat both you and thoſe whom you eall to 
your aid, and baffle all your beſt concerted ſchemes. 
He, who with — Sr: {kill, directs the whole 


_ courſe of nature, the actions of ali his creatures, and 


the events that happen throughout the univerſe, can 


never want inſtruments to execute his purpoſes, and 


to fruſtrate. the deſigns. of thoſe who contemn his 
direction and ſupport. Let us then acknowledge 


God in all our ways, - not only in dubious and per- 


exing eircumſtances, and in arduous interprizes; 
ut in the ordinary buſineſſes of life. Conſcious that 


the way of man is not in himſelf, that we cannot 
aright direct our ſteps; let us aſk his conduct and | 
blefling in all our affairs, and commit our works un- 
to the Lord, and our thoughts ſhall be eftabliſhed. 


And will bring evil, &c. In place of the good 


that you expect ſhall accrue from the wiſdom and 
power of your confederates. The evil predicted is 
not what is / called moral evil, or fin, which doth not 


proceed from God; but that which is known by the 
name of natural. evil, affliction, and calamity; the 
proper conſequence and juſt puniſhment of t 


| grefſiob. Of all the diſtreſſes compriſed in this ſort | 
of evil, Almighty God is the ſovereign wiſe diſpoſer, , | 
to whoſe permiſſion and agency they muſt be 2725 . 


bed. * Can a bird, (faith the Prophet Amos) fall 


| + into a ſnare upon the earth, where no gin is laid 


for him? It muſt be planted for that purpoſe by 


* 


alſo is wiſe, from whom pro- 
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a fciiful band. He again inquires, ; as the proper ep. 
. tion and inference to be deduced from thi 


, * Shall there be evil in u city, and the Lord = 


Spach not done it b Affliction doth not ſpring out 


of the ground, like thoſe herbs” and plants which | 
| 5 without labour and cultrvation; it is not il 


preme Lord of all; it is diſpenſed by infinite wif. 
dom to individuals and focieties, as the fruit and pu- | 
nifhment of fin.” It is the rod whereby the Lord 


nor doth it come by accident.” It 
from the all-wiſe righteous appointment 


chaſtens, the furnace in which he reſines his 


From the nature of this painful, but falutary medi. ; 
eine, we may often collect the kind of diſtemper it 
vas intended to cure ; from the threatened or inflict- 
ed evil, we may diſcover the procurthg cauſe that | 


brought it on. 


And il not call gert „ ert, God © m l 
man that he ſhould lie, neither the fon of man that 
© he ſhould repent ; hath he fald, and ſhall he not 
0 hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it 


good +? He will not retract what he hath ſaid, 
His word that goeth forth out of his mouth, ſnall 


not return to him void; but it ſhall accompliſh. 
6 3 which he pleaſes, and it fall proſper in the 
whereto he ſends it 1. No good reaſon can 
be Noe „why Jehovah ſhould recal his words. 
Oar wie" inftability, our want of foreſight, our 


incapacity to execute our refolutions, frequently 


give riſe to a change in our ſentiments, and oblige 


us to alter our purpoſes :* Bu God is of one mind, 


and none can turn him; all his works are known © 
to him from the beginning ; im nothing is im- 


fible ; and therefore what he hath ſpoken wirn 


18 mouth, he will accompliſh with his hand. In 

vain then do thoſe who look to men for help, expect 

that God will alter his determined purpoſes, and al- 

lo them to perſiſt in wiekedneſs, and paſs unpu- 

_ The expreſſion before us > plainly: intimates, 
that 


'S Chap. i ili. Pe) + ad xxili, 19. 1 Iſa, Iv. 11. 
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_ themſelves with im 


their progreſs by moral reſtraints, ſuch as commands 
- and — at but effectually to give check to 
their acts of hoſtility, by the exertion of his Qnini- - 
potence, and ſeverely to puniſh them for contmpt 
r laws. All reſiſtance, there- 
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that God, who is faithful, would mia e 


judgments threatened, by his ſervants on the Eph. = 


raimites and their allies, . wp might fatter 
o the truth I'ma if wi ai on 
which I would have you carefully to advert; that 


vu may be fully convinced that the word of God 
mall ſtand, and hall oever fl of being feen 
ed, notwithſtanding every intervening obſtacle... 

But will ariſe again/t the houſe of evil doers. Every 
one that d evil is not included under this de- 


ſcription, but thoſe only who obſtinately perſiſt in 
evil-doing, and refuſe to be reſtrained by the autho- 
rity, the clemency, and the judgments of God. Such 
incorrigible tranſgreſſors were the houſe of Iſrael at 
the time this hecy was delivered, concerning 
whom the 1 a terward declared by his ſervant 


Jeremiah, Behold, thou haft ſpoken and none. op 


ab thou couldeſt *. And againſt the help 


that work iniquity.” The Egyptians, whoſe Arun | 
was expected by the Ephraimites, in their preſent 
| hazardous condition, ſeem to have been the perſons 


primarily intended -by this deſcription. After the 
manner of a great offended monarch, . Jehovah de- 


clares, that he would go forth againſt both theſe na- | 
tions, to inflict righteous vengeance upon them, for 


the injuries they have done to him nd bes bias 
En 56 he would ariſe, not merely to 


fore, ſhould prove altogether unavailing to counter-. 


5„%Üt0 8 „ 
Lamp thing prevent e eee E 


ened evil, it is prayet and penitence, Theſe peac 


ful meſſengers have often arreſted. divine — tin \ 
Eons cent = | 


8 


1 


flicted. The Lord would have deſtroyed Iftacl, kad TY 
not Moſes his choſen ſtood before him in the 8 A 
to turn away his wrath, leſt he ſhould have deftroy- 
ed them *. In ſome inſtances prayers and tears 
may prove ineffectual to avert impending calamities; 
for 1 faid the Lord to the prophet Jeremiah, 
Though Moſes and Samuel ſtood before me. "= 
my mind could not be toward age} 10: wy aſt 
them out of my ſight, and let them go forthf. n The 
words plainly intimate, that the interpoſition and 
ſupplications of God's moſt faithful ſervants, in the 
| cafe referred to, could not prevail to avert that me- 
Tited deſtruction, from which the poſterity of Jace 


ang ade e 174.6 pe . 


2 Now the Egyptians are men, ad not 
God; and their horſes fleſh, and not ſpirit, 
When the LORD ſhall ſtretch out his hand, 
both he that helpeth ſhall-fall, and he that is 
holpen ſhall fall 80 ad; By all ſhall 9 

together. . 


Ihe extreme folly and; 8 of thoſe who 15 2 
ced dependence on Egypt is here farther repreſent- 
ed. The'propoſition contained in the firſt part of 
| - the verſe is incontrovertible, ſo 4 — Ma ty 2 
5; be univerſall acknowledged; 'The plain | 
dove ver: ſuch as that which lies now p 
not be overlooked+or- diſregarded: Mar, mo C 
wiſe and powerful, are but men; weak; frail; mortal 
creatures, whoſe exiſtence, faculties, and actions, de- 
pend entirely on divine Providence. They can do 
nothing more than God gives them ability to per- 
form, nor can they execute any enterpriſe, but what 
he enables or permits them to accompliſh. - Hence 
the important advice you by our Prophet, Ceaſe 
ye from man whoſe: th is in his noſtrils; for 
1 herein is he to "be aceounted of?“ At is better to 


* 
* 


r 8 — 


. Plal, cri, 23. 971 FA Chap, x xv. 2. 


— 


( 
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rruſ.in God than to put confidence it man. Had 
the Hraelites attended to this fimple remark, they 
would not have confided. i in the Egyptians, but in 
the living God, who is omnipotent, invincible, and 


immortal, LT heir horſes are fleſh, and not fririt; WE.” 


which they poſſeſſed neither the nature nor the pro- 
perties. Though they might be celebrated on ac- 


count of their excellence and their numbers, they 


were ſubject to diſtempers, to decay, to accidents, to 
fatigue in conſequence of long marches, they were 
liable to be wounded and ſlain in battle. They 


were therefore a vain thing for preſeryation, neither 


could they deliver by their great ſtrength. As ſaitn 


the proverb, The horſe is prepared againſt the day 
_ © of battle, but ſafety is of the Lond. Some truſt in 


cChariots, and ſome in horſes, but let us remember 


the name of the Lord our God, the ſtrong tower to 
which the righteous run and are ſafe. Of the truth 
of the preceding remark, the children af Iſrael were 


to] receive convincing p 


When the Lord ſhall reich out his hand, Kc. 15 


prophetic language God is ſaid to ſtretch out his 


hand, when he inflicts righteous judgment upon men 


for their fins. Behold, therefore,” (ſaith he by the 
prophet Ezekiel) 1 have ſtretched out my hand 
? over thee - and have delivered thee unto the will 


* of them that hate thee *. The expreſſion is meta 


phorical, and alludes to the practice of thoſe who 
extend their arm, when about to perform any ardu- 


ous work. It plainly intimates, that Jehovah was 


to exert his Almighty power in punithing his un- 


grateful e, and thoſe an whom they truſted for 
aſſiſtance, whilſt they neglected to repoſe confidence - 
in him, who had ow helped and delivered their | 
fathers.” In \ conſequence” whereof—Bath he that | | 
 helpeth, &c: The oyerthrow both of the Egyptians | | 
And of the Ephraimites, who requeſted their fuc- - 


cours, is clearly foretold in theſe words. Though you 
MEE called to your aid and LE a ovens 
es erg B _ nation 

| * Chap. xvi. 27. „ 


0 


( 
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nation, who hath helped other kingdoms in times 
of diſtreſs and danger, they ſhall not be able to af, 
ford you the ſupport you require; you and they 
ſhall fail in accompliſhing the end that you have in 

view. Lou may aſſociate yourſelves Nau but 
neither of you ſhall eſcape deſerved calamities. 
Though hand join in hand, though kingdom becon- 
Sede rand with, kingdom, the wicked ſhall not be 
unpuniſhed. ed, ſaith Jehovah, © be the man 
that oth in man, and maketh fleſh his arm, 
* whoſe heart departethfrom the Lord. Aware then 
of the extreme danger to which we ſhall inevitably 
expoſe ourſelves, by placing confidence in the crea- 
ture; let us truſt in the Lord 1 who made 
heaven and earth, and y abſtain from this 

_  execrable practice, which terminates in CROP: 

ment, diftreſs, and ſorrow. | 


4 For thus hath the LORD "EL unte 
me, Like as the lion and the young lion 
roaring on his prey, when a multitude of 
ſhepherds is called forth againſt him, be will 
not 2 afraid of their voice, nor abaſe himſelf 
for the noiſe of them: ſo ſhall the LORD of 
| Hoſts come down to fight for mount Zion, 
and for the hill thereof. | 5 


Still farther to reprove the folly of t e Ephraim 
ites, another argument is ſubjoined, derived from 
the protection which God was about to afford the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem, when aſſailed by the Afly, 
rians.— To excite reverence and re to this 
ſubject, Iſaiah declares, that the Moſt High had ex- 
preſsly communicated to him the ng infor- 
mation, in which the invincible power, and tender 
compaſſion of Jehovah, diſplayed toward his pecu- 
har people, are beautifully repreſented by two ſimi- 
litudes ; the one taken from an animal remarkable 
tor its ſtrength and heroic cournge, the other from 
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of their young ones are well known — The former 


is borrowed from a lion, one of the ſtrongeſt und 


moſt beaſts of the foreſt, and a young 


Hip ih ki full vigour „ who remains undawited in 


the poſeſion of hu fe 5 42 
ed to terrify him. By ** . 
conduct of the Almighty, w RT 
and who ought to be feared by all, when he appears 
executing awful vengeance. upon his enemies, — 
The prey on which the lion is ſaid to roar, in way 
of exultation, may denote the city Jeruſalem, which 
of old was the ſeat of heathen ſuperſtition, from 
which it was- forcibly taken, that it might be con- 
verted into the ſeat of true religion, and divine wor- 
ſhip, under the immediate inſpection and defence of 
Jehovah. —A multitude of ſhepherds called forth 
againſt the lion, may ſignify the numerous army af- 
ſembled by the king of Affyria to beſiege the me- 
tropolis of Judea, to ſpoil its inhabitants, to diveſt 
it of the guardian care of Jehovah, and to reſtore its 
ancient ſuperſtition and idolatry. At this eventful . 
period, the Lord of hoſts cauſed his tremenduous 
voice to be heard, and gave intimation that he was 
determined * poſſeſſion of his choſen city, and 
to defend their foes, the people he had appro- 
priated to mee He will not be afraid of their 
Voice, nor abaſe, &c, Far from being in a tag 
ſure intimidated by the noiſe, and the approach of 
thoſe who were called forth to injure the intereſts 
of the objects of his favour, far from haſting away 
and leaving them defenceleſs, the Lord that ſitteth 
in heaven had chem all in deriſton. This interpre- 
tation, which is ſupported by other paſſages in the 
Prophets, where God in the execution of awful judg- 
ments is ſpoken of under the fimilitude here ye: 
does not requite from me any formal vindication. 
| Ss all the Lord of beſts come down, Sc. "The 
: ding mpariſon ſerves to. give for e idea of 
the won erful N of ee behalf 9 


3 U * #3.” 


| 


dis people, and of the remarkable 8 he 0 to ; 
give on the occaſion above mentioned, of his power 
and preſence manifeſted for the protection of Mount 
Zion, and the hill thereof, whereon ſtood the palace 
and the city of David, with the magnificent temple 
dedicated to the worſhip of the hving God. It like- 

wiſe places, in a ſtriking point of view, the fruitleſs 
attempts of the moſt formidable enemies of Jeruſa- 

lem, whilſt the Almighty continued to extend to 

that city his guardian care and defence. It teaches 
with what ſovereign contempt the Moft High over 
all the earth, treats the hoſtile exertions of thoſe who 
are inimical to the ſacred intereſts of his church; and 
the perfect ſafety which they ſhall enjoy whom he 
eompaſſeth with favour as with a ſhield. How im- 
pregnable the defence which God forms around them 
that hope in his merey ! They that truſt in the Lord 
ſhall be as Mount Zion which cannot be removed, 
but abideth for ever. As the mountains are round 
about Jeruſalem, fo the Lord is round about his peo- 
ple, from henceforth even for ever. The gracious 
protection afforded bythe Lord to his ancient church, 
repreſented by the hills that eneompaſſed the holy 
city, and rendered it invincible, whilſt the inhabi- 
tants repoſed their confidence in the divine omni- 
potence, prefigured the till greater feheity of thoſe 
under the New Teſtament, whoſe refuge and for- 
treſs is Jehovah. Such may adopt the triumphant 
language of the royal poet, The Lord liveth, and 
* blefled be my rock, and let the God 2 8 alba. | 


tion be exalted &. 


As birds flying, fo will dhe LORD 2 
hoſts defend Jeruſalem: defending alſo he 
will deliver t, and Pang over, he will 5 


ſerve it. e 


25 The ſubject now before us is Mmuſtrated 11 this 

_rerfe by . pleaſing fimilitude, which marks 

3 e 
, Pal. xviii. 46. 
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with perla beiiaty- and energy, the tender affc= 
tion and conſtant ſolicitude, which God, in whom * 


ons flow, never falls to Uifcorer for the ſafe. 


ty his children, eſpecially when they are in dan- 


There are two ways by whieh the feathered 


ger. 
3 ſhow affection for their young ones, and their 
_— for defending them from injury. Some, a- 
at the approach of any creature, by whom 
they ſuſpect —— . may be hurt, fly hither and 
thither with great velocity through a certain ſpace 
around their neſts, gaping, crying, and fluttering 


with their wings. Others, when terrified that their - 


young ones are in danger, fly inſtantly to their pro- 
tection, ſtretch forth their wings for their defence, 


Whüilſt they appear determined that they will rather 


indanger their own life, than permit their helpleſs 
charge to be hurt. To birds of this laſt deſcription, 


I ſuppoſe that our Prophet chiefly refers, though he 


might alſo have reſpect to thoſe firſt mentioned. 
The agreeable protection which Almighty God 
vouchſafes to convey to his beloved people, is fre- 
quently deſcribed in ſcripture, in alluſion to this well 
known emblem. Shew'me thy marvellous ſoving 


* kindneſs,” (ſaid the royal poet) · hide me under 


the ſhadow of thy wings . And again, Becauſe 


e er By this familiar image, 
eſus Chriſt illuſtrates his compaſſion toward Jeru- 


em, How often would I have gathered thy chil- 


* « dren together as a hen gathereth her chickens un- 
der her wings . In theſe moving words, the gra- 
cious Redeemer expreſſes his divine denevoletice and 
tender pity toward the ungrateful, obſtinate inhabi- 
tants of that highly favoured city, and reminds them 
that with paternal fondneſs, he would readily have 


admitted them to ſhare in his kind ee The 


prediction before us then imports, that as the pa- 
rent bird on the approach of danger, takes her young 
ones under her wrongs to ſhield them from whatever 


4. ( might 


n avi, 8. + Pla ha 7. | Mart, nai r. 


thou Lord haſt been my help, in the ſhadow of 


— 
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might hurt or annoy them, ſo the Lord of hoſts 
would guard his peculiar' people from the hoſtile at» 
tempts' 2 their powerful — fubjed i * | 
farther explained in the next words.- 
' Defending alſo he will deliver it, Ge. 5 Sucht is the 
extenſive unremitting care which Jehovah exerciſes 
over the objects of his love, that in the moſt perilous 
ſituation, they enjoy deſirable ſafety. The Lord is 
their rock, their fortreſs, and their deliverer; they 
dwell in the ſecret place of the Moſt High, and a- 
| bide under the ſhadow of the Almighty—{/ſo be 
will deliver them. No weapon formed againſt them” 
could proſper ; for God himſelf was to ſave them 
from the intended deſtruction ; ſo that according to 
the prophecy of Obadiah, 5 Upon Mount Zion, there 
_ © ſhall be deliverance. Pa ing over be will pro. 
ſer ve it. There ſeems here to be an obvious allu, 
ſion to the memorable event that happened at the 
time wherein God brought forth the children of I. 
rael out of the land of Egypt. The angel of the 
Lord went forth, and in one night ſlew all the 
born in that kingdom, whilſt he paſſed over all the 
firſt born of the Iſraelites, whoſe door poſts were 
' ſprinkled with the blobd of the paſchal b. In 
hke manner, the angel ſent to ſlay the Aſſyrian 
army, which laid fiege to Jeruſalem, was to paſs 
over the inhabitants of that city; who were to be 
e alive, whilſt by the terrible vengeance of 
eaven, their enemies were to be totally routed. 1 
forbear at preſent to ſay any thing of the hiffory 
which relates the exact accompliſhment of what is 
here foretold, to which I have already had frequent 
occaſion to refer. — Who is a God like unto thee, 
who pardoneth iniquity, who paſſeth by the tran. 
greſſion of the remnant of thy heritage, he retain- - 
eth not his anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in 
mercy, How aſtoniſhing the interpoſitions of di- 
vine Providence for the preſervation. of the church, 
which indeed refembles the buſh, burning and not 
—_— The N 88 which God hath 
given 
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given to his ſeryants, of his watchful care, and the 
wonderful deliverances he / hath wrought for them, 
ought to excite us to exalt his name, to celebrate 
his praiſes, and to place unſuſpecting confidence in 
his wy bt power, and faithfulneſs, How. excellent 
is thy lovin . 


wal under the ſhadow of thy wing, 


6 Turn ye unto Fr WEN agg, >" 
dren of Iſrael have deeply en ee 


A ſuitable exhcntician to a moſt important duty, 


| which may alſo be conſidered as a prophetic decla- 


ration of what was to happen at the period to which 
Kaiah Jooked forward, is homes to the reviving 

redictions delivered in the preceding verſes. When 
Bod! is about to work ſome great . for his 
people, he prepares them thankfully to receive the 
mercy he intends to beſtow, and then ſeaſonably 
pros it upon 5 This remark is 1 

the paſſage of ſcripture now before us. 

2 preſervation of the inhabitants of — 
falem amidſt imminent dangers, that they might 
give this diſtinguiſhing. favour a proper reception, 

our Prophet calls upon his countrymen to turn to 


him from whom they had revolted. He clearly ſets 
before them their duty,,and urges the practice of it 
by a very forcible motive. The prophet. Jeremiah, 


jn the name of the Lord, brought this heavy charge 
againſt the children of Iſrael, and the children of 
aue, rde hare tured to me the back, and not 


the face, though I taught them riſing up early and 
y teaching them, yet Fur have not hearkened to re- 
* ceiye. inſtruction *. By forſaking the fountain of 
living water, and having recourſe to broken ciſterns, 
they manifeſted the moſt criminal contempt of the 


all-ſufficient God. I do not. affirm that they were 
always conſcious of acting under the influence of 


* 


* Chap, xxxll, 33. | 8 


— 
—_ — 
3 — —— AT 


— — 


8 * a * Dale - o 4 —— — _ — * * l _ * _ 
I — 4 = — CEE _ — . — * 2 : A — — — 
— ̃ ——— j(—— . — AIZETS 2 _ — — —⅛ — — — — ESC ITE CIT — — — ZZ WW. 8 — — — 
- — — — — — AG — . WEE 7 p — —— — — — 1 —— A — IT OS, ob —— — 2 —— = 
* * — — — — > — — — — 
— — — 5 — ——— — — — _——_—_ — — e — — — * 0 
— 2 - <= LESS = 
# as % * 
— 


— — — -—— — — — _ 
"A" =" CIs Ir Ine gr . ——— — 7 — 
. 


— a 
—— = 2 — A 
— —ͤ—'ẽm — 2 —ä—ä4ẽ—— — 
1 — — — " 
» 


. 
a, 


if. LECTURES enn chu NN 
chat -awerficin: fia. God, which oh! diſcovered. by 


. 
* 


their conduct. I mean to ſay, that they were gone 
aſtray from God, every one to his own. way. By 


acting in this manner, they preferred temptations to 


tranſgreſſion to the promiſes of God, the enjoyment 


of the creature to the favour of the Creator, indul- 


gence in ſin, to the practice of commanded duty. 
They ſüghted the divine perfections of Jehovah, they 


forfeited the protection of his providence, they ne- 


glected the duties of his worſhip, they violated his 
ſupreme authority, and ſet at nought "the riches of 


his goodneſs. Thus 8 from God, were the 
poſterity of Jacob, when, lo the youre. of mengy is 
Heard. 


Turn ye, Kc. The 3 is 'metaphorital, 


| borrowed from the relative. ſituation. of objects, af- 


ter their poſition is reverſed. It y gw ey 


that their internal diſpoſitions, and thei exter 
deportment, with reſpe& to God and the obje 
with which they were connected, ought to have 


been totally altered, ſo as to form a contraſt to their 
former condition. They were required to aſſume 3 
new temper, poſture, and aſpect, quite different from 
thoſe wherein they indulged in times. paſt, after they 
had revolted from the Moſt 8 Their * 
formerly occupied with vain, fooliſh, oolſh, apa 
thoughts, were to be employed in contemp 
with admiration and pleaſure, the attributes, 
Providence, the word, and ſalvation of J we 


Their hearts, which had gone after idols and earthly 


objects, were to relinquiſh criminal attachment to 
theſe lying vanities, that they might be conſecrated 
entirely to God, who vouchſafed to demand them 
for himſelf. The-homage which they had given to 


dead idols, the work of mens hands, was to be tranſ- 


ferred from them, and appropriated to the only liv- 


ing and true God, who hath done whatſoeyer he plea- 
ſed in heaven and earth. From being obdurate, per- 


verſe, and diſobedient, they were to become tendex, 


flexible, and 3 to Cod; inclined to that 


Ol. 
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| N is well pleafing in his ſight, - In one word, 


by turning to the Lord, they were not only to for- 
fake their unrighteous thoughts, but to abandon 
their wicked ways, to amend. their doings, which : 
had not, been good; that they might abey tha voice 
of the Lord their God, and truſt in his falyation. 
Such ſeems to be the import of the neceſſary exer - 


ciſe here inculcated, which is no leſs ineumbent on 


you; my friends, than upon the men of Iſrnel and 
Ju udah. Turn ye unto N Lord, be not negligent 
in uſing the means which God hath. inſtituted. for 
bringing you to true repentance ; and earneſtly pray 
that his bleſſing may render them effectual. For. 
ſake the fooliſh, and live and go in the way of un- 
derſtanding. Renounce all your tranſgreſſions, 
whereby you haye departed from the living God; 
and devote yourſelves without reſerve. to his ſervice, 
ſolicitous to enjoy the divine countenance. and pre- 
ſence, Think upon your former ways and doings, 
that have not been good, and turn your feet with- 

out delay unto God' 8 teſtimonies. Take heed that 
you turn 

To him from whom the children of Ifraeh, Sec 

The people to whom theſe words were primarily 
addreſſed, were reminded of the intimate relation 
that ſubſiſted between them and the patriarch. Ja. 
cob, their renowned. progenitor, and the conſequent 
obligations they lay under to the ſervice of Jehd: 


vah, who had promiſed to be the Gad of his poſte-. 
rity. If they were ſolicitous to enjoy the benefits 


comprehended in the covenant of God made with 
their fathers, they ought to have imitated their faith 
and obedience, and to have ſhewn inviolable attach. 


ment to the worſhip and ordinances, which he ad 


inſtituted among them, But alas! from him 
had deeply revolted : through an evil heart of — Hg 


def iba rebelled againſt his 1 autho ys 1 95 


refuſed tq yield him the homage that he 
whilſt they allowed other — 4 beſide him to haye 
aper. fl over them. This zo. of bitterneſs n g= 


{ 


75 
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ing up, troubled them, whereby many were defiled, 
How affecting the teſtimony given concerning them, 
by the prophet ſeremiah, They have a revolting 
and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone; 
neither ſay they in their heart, Let us now feat 
4 the Lord our God *. Proper recollection of their 
evil ways, whereby they had forſaken; the God of 
their fathers, who had done great things for them, 
ought to have deeply penetrated their hearts, filled 
them with penitential ſorrow, and induced them to 
turn to the Lord whom they had greatly provoked. 
— Though Abraham be ignorant of us; and Iſrael 
acknowledge us not as his children, yet thou, O 
Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer; we are called 
by thy name. Like the children of Iſrael, we have 
revolted from thee, and now, O our God, what ſhall 
we ſay after this, for we have tranſgreſſed thy com- 
mandments? Aſhamed of our undutiful conduct, 
and deſirous to be reſtored to favour, we earneſtly 
intreat that thou wilt turn us, and we ſhall be turn. 
ed. When thou ſayeſt, Yet return again unto me, 
we reply, Behold, we come unto hone! * how fare 


the Lr d our God, 


- For in that day every wan hall 2 a. | 
way his idols of filver, and his idols of gold, 
which your own hands have made unto to you 
| fer a fin, 85 5 


| Having called his fellow citizens to the practice 

of their indiſpenfible duty, our Prophet proceeds to 
foretel the happy effects which were to reſult from 
their return to God, and obedience to his authority. 
Senſible of their extreme folly and complicated guilt, 
in having followed lying vanities and forſaken 1 
dyn mercy, they were to abandon, with juſt indi 
nation, the atrocious fins wherein they bad ind 
ged. Of this deſirable change they were to exhibit 
the moſt ſubſtantial A by re ung with deteſ- 
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tation the idols which they had formerly worſhip- 


ped. It is worthy of notice, that this becoming 
conduct was to be adopted, not merely by a few 
individuals, but by the great bulk of thoſe who had 


been addicted to . Every man ſhall caſt 
away his idols of filver and gold; + though made of 


the moſt valuable materials, to attract the 1 
admiration and reſpect; though formed by their 
own hands, a circumſtance which might contribute 


to increaſe their attachment to them ; yet they 


were to be rejected with diſdain, and thrown: away 
as objects of contempt. Such are the fruits of ge. 
nuine repentance toward God, which, at the e 
referred to, were to appear among the tribes of If. 
rael.—]s it not ſurpriſing, that ever ſinee man's firſt 
apoſtacy from God, all the nations of the earth, the 
liraelites not excepted, have diſcovered a perverſe 
inclination to honour the creature, even the works 


of their own hands, more than the Creator! Not- 


withſtanding his eternal power and Godhead may 
be underſtood by the things that are made, notwith- 
ſtanding he hath not left himſelf without witneſs of 
his goodneſs and beneficence, in giving rain. from 
heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons; men have changed the 
glory of the incorruptible God into the image of 


corruptible creatures. So ſtrong is the - propenſity, 


that to disjoin them from idols, and to turn them 
to ſerve the living and true God, the goſpel muſt 
come to them, not in word, but alſo in power, and 
in the Holy Ghoſt: . | * 4 


$ Then ſhall the Aſſy rian fall Vit 50 
fword not of a mighty man; and the ford 
not of a mean man - ſhall devour. him: but 
he ſhall flee from the ſword, and * ee 


men ſhall be diſcomfited. 


The dreadful laughter and entire iſcolnfiture of | 
the Aſſyrian army, by the irreſiſtible power of Je- 


hovah, is the ** of this i om The. moſt 
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high God was not only to defend his x people from 
13 hoſtile deſigns of their er adverſaries, 
but to lay them proſtrate on the ground, in the ſight 
of thoſe whom hg meditated to deſtroy. The tre 


which marched againſt Jeruſalem were to he entirely 
routed, ſo that they ſhould not be able to execute 


the enterpriſe which they had formed againſt that 
city. This wonderful event was not to proceed 


from the fword or military proweſs of a mi ty- or .. 
of a mean man, or of any man whatever. Not hu- 


man, but divine power, was to be employ ed in ex- 
ecuting this direful deſtruction. The 1 of the 


Lord ſent forth for this purpoſe was the agent who 


cut off and totally defeated the Affyrian army, ac- 


cording to the prediction of Hola, * I will have 
* mercy on the houſe of Judah, and will fave them 
by the Lord their God, and will not ſave them by 
bow, nor by tword, nor by battle, by horſes, nor 


* by horſemen 4. — But he ſhall flee from the word. 


S e king of Aſſyria, who is doubtleſs the per- 


fon of whom the Prophet ſpeaks, ſtruek with con- 


ſternation and terror at the rapid devaſtation made 


among his officers and ſoldiers, was to flee with the 
remains of his forces, that eſcaped the avenging 
hand of the angel of the Lord, into his own coun- 


try, terrified leſt he and his followers might - ſhare 


in the general calamity.—And his young men ſhall bo 
diſcomfited. The ſtouteſt and moſt courageous of his 


troops, who were moſt remarkable for intrepidity 


and valour, overwhelmed by fear and diſmay, were 
to ſeek for ſafety by a precipitate flight; in their 
way homeward they were to be diſperſed, and ma- 


ny of them to periſh. —O God, thou art terrible out 
of thy holy places: Let God ariſe ; let his enemies 
be ſcattered; let them alſo that hate him flee _— | 


fore him; as ſmoke is driven, drive them away; 


wax melteth before the fire, let the wicked Peri 
at the preſence of God. But let the righteous be 
glad; let them rejoice before God, . who giveth. 


firength — ſalvation to his people. BS 
9 And 
Chap. i i. 7. 
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9 And he ſhall paſs over to his ſtrong hold 


fo fear, and his princes ſhall be afraid I the 
. enſign, ſaith the LORD, whoſe 5 is in Ane 
and his furnace in Jerufalem. . 


The prophetic deſcription of the withe defeat” & 
the 'Alſyrians, is here continued, .and the abſolute 


_ certainty of the event is ſolemnly confirmed. Sena- 


cherib, abaſked by the terrible havock made among 

his forces, and confounded at the view of his 2 
rable condition, paſſing the frontiers of his domi- 
nions, was to ſeek for refuge in the firſt fortreſs he 
could reach, where he might think to enjoy a ſafe 


retreat. — Accordingly, hiſtory relates that this proud 


vain-glorious monarch, diſtreſſed by extreme timidi- 


ty, and mflamed with exceſſive rage, did not halt 


until he arrived at the ſtrong city of Nineveh, where 
he had a citadel and a palace. During his refidence 
there, his tyranny and cruelty having become into- 
lerable, he was {lain with the fword by his two ſons, 


when employed i in doing homage to Niſroch his god. 
And his princes ſhall be afraid of the enjign.” The 


great men and the officers who had narrow Bs eſca- 
ped the general calamity, were afterward terribly 
trighted on ſeeing an enſign or ſtandard, which re- 


minded them of their once perilous cireumiſtances, 


or alarmed them left it might have proved a ſignal 
to purſue and deſtroy the ſhattered remains of the 


diſperſed army to which they belonged} —The pre- 
diction thus concludes: 


Baith the Lord, who. poder ofinipotence ard 
faithfulneſs to accompliſh his promiſes and threat- 


enings, and who will not fail to do as he hath faid. 
— Whoſe fire is in Zion, continually upon 
the altar which is placed in the ſacred temple, built 


by divine appointment on the mountain which 
bears that name. Or the expreſſion may allude to 
the peculiar people 25 God inhabiting that moun- 


tain, who, in prophetic language, are ſometimes ſpo- 


vel 'of under this n The houſe of Jacob, ſaith 
Obadiah 


7 
3” 
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Obadiah, ſhall be a fire, not only to communicate 
| light and warmth unto the world around them; hos 
to conſume the wicked, who are compared to droſs 
and ſtubble. In this ſenſe, alſo, the fire of the Lor 
was in Zion; and the Aſſyrians who had formed 
the deſign of extinguiſhing it, were flain and de- 
ſtroyed.— And his furnace in Feruſalem.. | A furnace 
is fitted up for the purpoſe o 8 gold, filver, 
and other uſeful metals, in order to ſeparate them 
from the alloy with which they are intermixed, and 
to prepare them for the different uſes to which they 
may be applied. In this view, it fignificantly re- 
preſents thoſe trying afflictions whereby God is plea- 
{ed to purify his people from their corruptions, to 
divide the precious from the vile; thoſe who on ac- 
count of their excellence and purity reſemble choice 
filver, from thoſe who are wa and contem pti- 
ble, like the worſt refuſe. erufalem this fur- 
nace was kindled by the fire of vine wrath, in or- 
der to refine the inhabitants from thoſe heteroge- 
neous mixtures of hypocriſy and wickedneſs which 
ſpoiled their beauty and utility. With this pecu- 
har deſcription of the character of Jehovah, the firſt 
part of this prophetical diſcourſe concludes, in which 
the upright ſervants of the Moſt High are affured of 
perfect ſafety, even in perilous circumſtances, - and 
the utter deſtruction of their formidable enemies is 
foretold. When aſſailed by their potent adverſa- 
ries, God will be their the when ſtraitened, he 
will grant them enlargem@nt ; ; when in jeopardy, 
he will ſend them deliverance.—Let'us then unite 
in ſinging the triumphant ſong of the ſervant of the 
Lord, compoſed in the day that the Lord delivered 
him from ys hand of all his enemies, which ends 
thus: I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among 
the heathen, and fing praiſes unto thy name. 
© Great deliverance giveth he to his king, and ſhew- 
eth mercy to his anointed, to David and to his 


. ſeed for evermore 2 


6 P ſal. xviii, 49, 50. | 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. | 


; TE. now. N to ter the ſecond — 
| of this prophetic oration, contained in the 
chap ter before us. It commences with a graphical 
del ien of the important benefits to be enjoyed 
by the people of God, under the auſpicious reign of 


an illuſtrious, pious prince, the. 1 of whoſe go- 
8 


vernment, the felicity of whoſe ſubjects, — 


highly celebrated, ver. 1, 2,—lt foretels, in beauti- 
ful figurative language, the converſion of many to 
a prudent diſcrimination of the ways of God, and 


the excellency of ſpiritual objects, v. 3, 8 It re- 
preſents in ſtrong colours the terrible calamities 
whereby the Jewiſh nation were to be diſtreſſed, v. 
9, 14. After which, it enumerates ſome of the pre- 
cious bleſſings which, in ſubſequent periods, were 
to be conferred on the church; ſuch as the effu- 
ſion of the Spirit, the converſion of the Gentiles, the 


righteouſneſs, the peace, and the happineſs of the 


people of God. . Theſe topics we purpoſe to- diſcuſs 
in the order! in which 1275 are here by 


CHAP. n 


Brio, 2 king Sal reign in ien 
neſs, and princes ſhall rule in judgment. 


Theſe ene contain a ſhort vieaGng deſcription of 


the proſperous adminiſtration of an eminent prince, 


renowned for the equity of his government. His 
amiable character, and that of his princes, is deline- 
ated in terms truly ſignificant. —The ſubject is ins 


troduced i in a manner admirably ſuited to excite the 
cloſeſt attention, Behold a A Contemplate with 


ſuitable emotions of nund, one poſſeſſed of royal mag- 
BY a ae 


- 
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nificence and ſplendour. See an ituſtrious perſon in- 
veſted witha crown, dignified with a ſceptre, elevated 


blii 


Cnar. XXXI. 


to a throne, exalted to ſupreme dominion, exerciſing 
ſovereign authority, holding extenſive prope 
fiding over a numerous people, whoſe prin 4 
ſperity, and tranquillity are eſtab | 
meney and juſtice of the monarch. View Pp En. 


192 


joying all the prerogatives belonging to royalty; 
wer, ang with. the duti- 


mag 


ful homage 


time 10 tine the toll 


icence, riches, 


of loyal 


15 


Spas ; and diſplayi ng: from 
ndid triump hs..: wy! Fix your 


thoughts eſpecially on the rectitude of, his govern- 


 ment—MWhs ſhall reign in righteo 
is emphatical, denoting that he 


£1906 The word | 
exhibit. every 


virtue which can adorn the royal character, and con- 


goodneſs and beneficence, 
vernment, he ſhall act with clemency and equani- 


mity, he ſhall do juſtice with impartiality, he ſhall 
diſtribute judgm 
his dominions, having no reſpect to perſons. 


tribute to the felicity of his kingdom. He ſhall uſe 
the prerogatives of majeſty with great moderation, 


wiſdom, and equity; he ſn rform toward his 


all 

ſudjects the duties of a wiſe Eiland a juſt ruler, a 

kind parent, and upright judge; exhibiting before 
them laudable examples of piety and virtue, of 


ty 
15 al the affairs of go · 


ent without corruption throughout 
What 


an ineſtimable bleſſing is ſuch à prince, not only to 


the nation over. which he reigns, but to the church, 


and to the world! How extenſive the benign in- 


fluence of his authority agd example, who hath at 
heart the welfare of his people, who adopts 
_ meaſures to ſuppreſs deceit, violence, and all man- 
ner of iniquity ; to maintain the ſafety of the ein- 


the beſt 


pire, to enrich and felicitate all who live under bly 


government. 
Do you aſk of whom ſpeaketh the Prophet? Had 


he i in his view any 


icular prince, when deh- 


vering this prediction? Hezekiah king of Judah 


ſeems to have been the illuſtrious monarch - pris 


marly': intended ; ; concerning whom it is dy | 
: l & ; 


Wa lo + Lad ac. gk. wit. 


aà king that reigned- m rig 
| whole time he ſat upon the throne of Judah, eſpe- 
cially after the remarkable period wherein he was 


7 . "To rad aac nd wn we r 1 he... BS. nn. a4 * 1 K 
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« He'truſted in the Lord God of Ifrael, ſo that. af. 
ter him was none like him among all the kings - 
* of Judah, nor any. has wane: Lab a". For 
+ he clave to the Lord, and departed not from fol- 
« lowing him, but kept his e nts which 
* the a Tos commanded Moſes. - 97 5 87 Lord 
was with him, e e wag 
3 the 


miraculouſly delivered from the threatening wer . 
of Aſſyria, and had a wonderful recovery from a 


mortal diſeaſe which brought him to the gates of 


death. By theſe memorable. events, God was plea- 
ſed to honour him in the ſight of all nations, and to 


bring bim under peculiar obligations to the mild 


and e adminiſtration of his regal power. 


Placed by divine Providence over a great nation, ii 


his official character, this prediction received a par- 
tial accompliſhment, phil. in his public capacity, 
he exhibited an inſtructive type of a more glorious 
monarch, who prefides over a more extenſive and 
powerful kingdom. Lou eaſily eive that Jeſus 


. Chriſt the righteous, the ied Meſſiah, is the 


great perſonage in-whom this prophecy, had: its full 
accompliſhment.—If the * ſenſe aboye men- 
tioned is admitted, I do not ſeg why the ſpiritual 
any am ſhould be rejected. Our Prophet, who 
had ſpoken of the Meſſiah as a high prieft and divine 
— here preſents Him to view as the king who 


is ſeated on the holy hill of Zion, of whom he-ſaw 


in good king Hezekiah, an eminent figure and re- 
preſentation. Jeſus Chriſt is the King of kings, and 


Lord of lords; the Prince of the kings of the earth; 
the glorious, omnipotent, gracious, uni yerſal Mo- 5 
narch, whoſe kingdom is not of, this 555 At is 
ſpiritual. heavenly, unlimited, and eternal. It 

is an adminiſtration of mercy and R 5 


it is the empire of grace and love; it is à diſp 
ſation of wiſdom antl order, which extends its in- 

Vor. III. D Xo fluence 
FE * 2 Kings xvii, 55 6,7. | | 
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fluence: to the whole univerſe, and which ſhall; ex- 
iſt through immortal ages. Under this Alwigtity 

Sovereign, kings reign and princes decree! juſtice 
He exerciſeth ſupreme dominion in heaven and 
earth; he rules in the midſt of his enemies; he con- 
trouls every adverſe power, and reigns her his in- 
numerable happy ſubjects in righteduſhgſs. - He is 


emphatically denominated the Juſt One, Jeſus Chriſt 


the Righteous. He loveth righteouſneſs, and hateth 
iniquity; therefore God anomted him with the oil 
of gladneſs above his fellows; * the ſcoptre of his 


kingdom is a ſoeptre of righteouſneſs. His laws 


and judgments are true and righteous altogether ; 
he ſpeaks, he doth: judge; and make” war in righ- 
teouſneſs. He communicates abundance of the | 
gift of righteouſneſs unto all his people, mak- 
ing his grace to reign through righteouſneſs unto 


eternal life; and at the final judgment” he will 


render to every one according to his Works. WhO 
is there among you that deffreth to enjoy the moſt 
agreeable tranquillity, and perfect ſecurity from e- 
vil? let him reſort to the banner of this bleſſed 
tentate, and place himſelf under his protection. 15 
him he ſhall find peace and ferenity. of mind, and 
know by experience, that the name of the Lord is a 


ſtrong tower, to which the righteous run and are ſafe. 


And princes ſhall rule in judgment.” The nobles 
and chief officers of ſtate, who held the higheſt pla- 
ces of truſt and authority under the king, were to 
adminiſter the government committed to theni with 
an unbiaſſed reſpect to equity and judgment. They 
were to exerciſe: their ſeveral functions, not with ri. 
gour and ſeverity; but with mildneſs and mercy, ac- 


cording to the dictates of well-informed conſciences, 
and the unerring ſtandard of truth and juſtice. 
Poſſeſſing accurate knowledge of the duties belong- = 
ing to their high ſtation, maintaining ſtrict regard 
to the laws of righteouſneſs, and firmly attached to 
the intereſts of thoſe over whom they preſided, they 
would ee to F OTE the true fate of the 
8 EF? | * eee 


E. | 4 
4 


4 


oO WO ²——⁵⸗ .. 7 Me ORE WO We . 


nity, 7 po g I 
noble ſpirit, and; pa a rieſthood, 
they may miniſter unto 15 1 e Whole art h. 
Such are true Ohxiſtians ; ef) ron 


tors; according to God's ps Hears tn a 
nourable ſtations i in the church. bh. 15 
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matters brought before them for deciſion; that they 


might-puniſh:evil doers, and redreſs. the grievances 
of thoſe who, had been injured. Acting in this 
manner with integrity and probity, they 8970 155 


quire great reſpectability among he e 
e, and 


would become uſeful o 


rove acceptable to 15 W lk fas, ad _ 
Plow after righteouſneſs, —Such, in ſome meaſure, 


were the princes appointed by good King Henekiah, 


to oecupy the places of power; and,emolument. in 
his dommions, Theſe Wuftrigus men, imitating the 


pious example of their ſoxereigh, like emment 
—— | 1 Hh, 


man of God, followed — righ 


T 
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fe the wind, and a bovert from the t 
peſt; as rivers of water in à dry Sr pr as 


the ſhadow of a great rock in s 4 2 9 kund. 


# Gig 158 0 UGR? 
| The peculiar excllenc nnd” berg. afluenes/of 
the auguſt pe mentioned in the” eceding 
verſes; Ae bir ee Gefen by 
95 beautiftil alliifions. —In tliis preſent 

ee eee 


; «LE toufly p * = 1 4 e * 
«iy children of Ifracl;forhe of thi ere aſſailed lite: 
rally by the ſtormy wind and the tempeſt 3 others 
with drought and conſequent; ſcarcity; 
whit + third claſs are troubled with fatigue and 
affitnide, ee the preffure of accumulated dif. 
treſſes-. Now wh my individuals or Ot ona y de 10 
opp 1.— by 2 calamities, the Lond according 
to this promiſe, raiſes a renowned prince; or [6 
perſon of Saen bis e to reſcue from i im- 
pending ruin, the oppreſſed aud the a 
mong his people; to cover them from the rude blaſts 
that threaten to injure them, as the houſe protects 
from the ſtorm the inhabitants Who ſit under its roof; 
to impart to then agreeable! refreſhment,” us the 
waters of the flowilig 8. hes the thirſt Of 
the forlorn traveller; and. to preſerve them fromthe 
ſcorching heat that threatened: to eonſume, avetiec. 
tually as the rocks, and banks of ſand prevent the 
hand from being unrutid; ed by'the doi ves 
eee Thus God in the courſe ef his provi. 
dende, Ps his tender'mercy.towardhis-peopls, 

in conveying from the fülneſs of kis 4ll-ſufliciency 
Walch A relief, perfectiy adapted to their various 
neceſſities —In Hezekiah, the pious, prudent, illuſl 
trious king of Judah, the predictions under confide« 
ration were literally fulfilled. In that eminent man, 


the ſervants of God who had been haraffed and vex- 


corre. 


/ 


8 ed under che former reign, found 2 hiding place, a 


Uiſfreſs thoit 


4 


l 


n r rod ta at oabbon be ob a. 


| covett,” and a ſhadow, e | 


preſſions, perſecutions, and yexations, which they had 
experienced. By means of his truſt in God, his fer- 
vent prayers, and his wiſe conduct; he proved like 
a place of ſecurity, when the torm of the . 
power beat u Leer, e 

abundance of ſalutary inſtructi n 

Gb pat e mea» - 
ſures of ſacred: conſolations which he was ſolicitous 


they ſhould enjoy, who had formerly been redueed to 
great ſtraits, were refreſhing as rivers of watet in a dx 
place. In ſubſequent periods, the church, when diſ- 


treſſed by threatening calamities, hath remarkably 
experienced the accompliſhment of this prophecy, 
Such ſeems to be the literal import and primary ac- 
compliſhment of the prediction, which there is reaſon 
to believe, purpoſely. incloſes another, a ſpiritual, and 

ſtill more important ſenſe. This I proceed to inveſ- - 
tigate, and: om: ante ultimarely obtains.its ob- 


ject and end. 


While our Bor Sis meinde employed in 
e pv” occurrences of the Jewiſh nation, it 
is probable, the Holy Spirit, by whom be was in- 
ſpired, did enlarge his views, and bear out! his ex- 

preffions beyond theſe objects, to the perſon and diſ- 
eee of Jeſus Chriſt. Indeed the predictions 
before us are ſo conſtructed,” as perfectly to ſuit the 
diſpenſation of grace they were given to atteſt, and 
fully to juſtify the application f them to the Re- 
deemer of mankind; and Prince of Peace. To him 
they ſeem chiefly to refer, and in this view fignifi- 
cantiy repreſent the ſpiritual benefits which he 
imparts to the minds of his faithful ſubjects. He is 
the man whoſe name is the Branch; Who, concern- 
ing the fleſh; deſcended: from the fathers, was born 
of a woman,” took part of human nature} and ap- 


peared in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh. Of this man 


Chriſt Jeſus it is affirmed, that he bal be a hiding 
place, c. The. wind of temptation fometimes 


e, * violence, overturns hypocritical 


f 


5 


7 


+ 
* 


. word, and ordinances of divine inſtitutiong 
they enjoy not intimate intercourſe with one an 92 
ther, nor thoſe refreſhing. communications: eh 


36 AerbRrg ö oN TR 2 xxx. 
profeſſors, with all their towering' hopes, and threa- 


tens, by its mighty influence, to injure the 6 408 


of God. In this hazardous condition, the Son of 
man ſhall be a hiding place, where thoſe who reſort 
to him ſhall find an agreeable retreat, be ar 
from the rage of their malignant ſpiritual enemies, 

and elude the ſubtle ſtratagems of thoſe who aim at 


their deſtruction. The tempeſt of noiſy. reproach, 


alarming diſtreſs, uniting with the turbulence of a 
preſent evil world, and awful apprehenſions of the 
divine diſpleaſure, occaſionally: terrifies even good 


men, and excites painful commotions im their minds, 


When agitated by ſuch a 
Chriſt ſhall be a covert to protect from the dreadful 


ination of evils; Jeſus 


conſequences; which may be apprehended to ariſs 
from ſuch a portentuous ſtorm; and to avert᷑ the to- 
kens of God's anger. Under this ſhelter, the trium- 


phant exclamation is adopted, Af God be __ _ 


5 : 


* who ſhall be againſt us? In a dry place, 
the ſervants of God are 22 Areas? 


proceed from the fountain of life; whilſt their i 


thirſt for God, and their fleſh longeth for him in a thir- | 
: + ſtate, the 
King who reigns in righteouſneſs ſhall be-as rivers 


ſty land—In this unpleaſant lang 
of waters; he ſhall afford clear diſcoveries of his all. 


ſufficient fulneſs, from whence he will convey rich 
abundance in conſtant frieckilion,/to to ſupply all their 


neceſſities, and to give them deſirable refreſhment; 
When feeble, deſponding, and weary im their minds, 


through the burden of ſin, and tired with inconve- 
niences, perplexities, hardſhips, and labot 
man Chriſt Jeſus ſhall be as the ſhadow of a great 
rock, which is moſt refreſhing in a hot country, not 


the 


only as perfectly excludes the rays of the ſun, hut as 
it has in itſelf a natural coolneſs, which it communi- 
cates to every thing about it. All who have recourſe 


to him he defends from the fiery darts of the evil 2 


yy hop. #5 bart hd * LL 
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the ſcorching. heat -of- petfacution; and the wrath! of 
, the Almighty, which burneth as an oven. In n 
they ſhall find ſecurity, ſatisfaction, and comfort. 
Such is the ſpiritual import of the prediction con- 
tained in this verſe; 4 and ſuch is the külsiment of it 
in the joyful experience of the ſaints. So exube- 
rant is the kindneſs of God, that Whatever be our 
ſtraits and diſtreſſes, he hath opened channels by 
which plentiful ſtreams inceſſantly flow,- to ſupply 
all our wants, according to his riches in glory by 
Chriſt Jeſus. For the deſtitute; raiment is provided; 
to the thirſty, refreſhment is promiſed ; to the dif. - 


1 


jected, comfort is adminiſtered; for the Poor in ſpi- 
rit, true riches are laid up. If then any of you are 
troubled with ſtron g' temptations, with complicated 
afflictions, and are weary of your iniquities, repair, 
without delay, to the great Mediator, the man Chriſt 
Jeſus; who is the glory of God, the ornament of 
creation; and the friend of finners : Take ſhelter in 
his providence, righteouſneſs, grace, and promiſes, 
which will prove a compleat covert from every evil, 
and which will nee 255 e 1 2 e 
e bk 


3 And IR 7755 of them FUE fog! wal not 
be dim, and ms" ears of hem that hear e 
hearken. . e e "dh 


Of the peculiar 9 to be en by be 
ſubjects of the King who reigns in nghteoulnels ; 
The firſt mentioned is ſpiritual illumination, and di. 
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„ uücgent attention to divine truths. Worldly riches, 
4 honours and power, are not enumerated *. A the 
- diſtinguiſhing prerogatives whereby they were ta be 
K felicitated; * the perfection of their powers and 
t faculties, and! their regular exerciſe upon thei pro- 
$ Fer objects, are placed at the head of the account.— 

- o interpret the words in the literal ſenſe, as refer- 
e ring to mens. bodily ſight, and the preſeryation 0 
7 the: organs of viſion beyond the ordinary peri 

e 5 wherein 


. | 


treſſed, a ſovereign remedy is offered; to the de- 


/ 


8 N THE One. 


0: - 


wherein they 8 would cke hem e en: ® 
preſs what ſeems: incanſiſtent with truth; and the 


deſign of the Spirit of prophecy. Who.ever heard 
of the ſubjects of any ſovereign, whoſe eyes did not 


grow dim after they had attained to old age? The 


rchs, Iſaac and Iſrael, did not enjoy 1 


from this preſage of approaching diſſahition; and 
their poſterity could not expect to poſſeſs more fig- 
nal benefits than their fathers. The eyes that ſee mult 
| therefore be explained, as denoting the eyes of the un- 


which have been opened to hehold won- 


drous things out of God's law, and to perceive the 
beauty, the excellence, and glory of divine objects, 
Theſe enlightened eyes of the mind /ball not he dim. 


Inſtead of becoming weak, and failing through long 


exertion and uſe, they ſhall retain all the powers of 


accute ſpiritual diſcernment of which they were e- 


ver poſſeſſed. More is intended than what is ex- 
preſſed. Their minds illuminated by the word and 
| Spirit of God, far from decaying in capacity and am 
ur, ſhall continue accurately to diſtinguiſh 

m error, good from evil; to prove 3 1 
— and perfect will of God; to turn away from 
things odious, and to contemplate with. pleaſure the 
things that are truly excellent. The celeſtial light 
which: they behold ſhall never dazzle or weaken 
their eyes; the path of the juſt ſhall be as the ſhi- 
ning light, that with increaſing ſplendor ſhineth 
more and more unto the perfect day. | 


And the ears 3 that bear 84, hear len. The 


perſons here ſpoken of are deſcribed, not from the 
agreeable ſtate of the outward organs of hearing, 


which receive the impreſſions made upon them by 
external ſounds.” This prediction, like the former, 


muſt be underſtood in a figurative ſenſe, re reſent: 
ing the peculiar happineſs of thofe men whoſe hearts 
the Lord hath opened to attend to things which be- 
long to their peace. The Lord hath opened their 
ears, and they are not rebellious, hut ſolicitous to 


obey mn voice. Such 2 ſhall W 51 


—— od. 6-0. 


moral, and ſpiritual objects; that your ſenſes may 
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ſhall ebe to the inſtructions of wiſdem, they. 
ſhall receive them with pleaſure and gratitude; they 
ſhall clearly underſtand them; they ſhalt cordially 


| believe, and chearfully obey them, I fappoſe that. 


the expreſſion muſt be taken here in irs full import. 


When people requeſt that God may hear their pray- 


ers, they defire that he would be attentive to 
them, that he would graciouſly regard” and grant - 
their petitions. In like manner, when' God by 
his ſervant foretels that his people ſhall hearken to 
his word; he declares. that they ſhall be intenſely 


employed in the vigorous exerciſe of their active 


Dowers, in attending with am obedient ear and wil- 

ing hearts, to obſerve his truthis and ways —Ear: - 
neftly _— brethren, that Almighty God may 
accompliſh this prophecy to you, by giving you juſt 
perceptions. of the comparative worth of natural, 


de eee to diſcern both good and evil That 
you may be enabled to diſcover the difference be- 
twixt true grace and its counterfeit; betwixt truth 
and error; betwixt things more and leſs vak able; 

betwixt things called indifferent, and thoſe that are 


truly excellent That he may diſpel your ignorance 


and prejudices ; remove your impeniterice. and un- 
belief; ſubdue your pride and paſſions, and diſpoſe 


you to attend diligently to the things ſpoken that 


accompany ſalvation, and ſo ſeal your . 
that you may ever keep his holy word. f 


4 The heart alſo of the raſh ial W 1 


| ſtand knowledge; and the tongue of the | 


K ſhall be ready to ſpeak 


Other important benefits are here prelifted t to 
be e on the ſubjects of the King who reigns - 
in righteduſneſs; by which a thorough change is 
produced in their temper and ice, That God 


may magnify himſelf and diſplay his glory, he is 
PRs, in many inſtances, to convert thoſe who feem 


Vor. * 
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leaſt adapted to execute the purpoſes he hath. in 


„ 


to diſſeminate and ſu up 


view. We may ſuppoſe the aged, the great, and 


the learned, are the moſt proper inſtruments to per- 


fect his praiſe ; whereas he pitches upon babes and 


ſucklings, who, to human appearance, ſeem not in 


any way fitted for this ſervice. The raſh, the haſ- 


ty, and inconſiderate, who commonly poſſeſs little 


diſcretion and judgment, and ſpeak unadviſedly of 
the truths and diſpenſations of God, are not likely 
to attain underſtanding and knowledge; ; but a&- 
cording to this prediction, the event ſhall prove the 
reverſe of what "might be expected. The charac- 


ter of the raſh, originates in a thoughtleſs, haſty. 


natural temper, which diſcovers itſelf eſpecially in 

young people ; and being early coritracted, is con- 
irmed by bad habits, which are not eaſily corredted. 
In . conſequence of its pernicious influence, precipi- 


tate judgments are formed and expreſſed, not 1 
concerning human affairs, but with reſpect to t 
divine conduct, and the operations of the provi- 


dence and Spirit of God; a very {mall part of which 
come under our cognizance, Though in great mea- 
ſure unacquainted with the order, the connection, 


and deſign eſtabliſhed by infinite wiſdom, they raſh- 


1y adopt ſentiments highly injurious to the great 
Lord of all, which they wonder enqeayour 


Of ſuch it is foreto . their beart ſhall underfland 


knowledge. Thoſe who of all other men, were moſt 
unlikely to attain diſtinct acquaintance with impor- 


tant ſubjects, which require to be inveſtigated with 
much care and ſerious attention, ſhall be ſo intirely 


changed, as to form a ſober, deliberate, wiſe judg- 
ment, of thoſe intereſting topics, of which they for- 


merly had very ſuperficial, erroneous ideas, With 

coolneſs and compoſure, they ſhall inquire into the 
cauſes, the nature, and the effects of thoſe diſpenſa- 
tions of providence and grace, of which, without he- 
ſitation, they formerly pronounced a raſh and wrong 


judgment. Nor were they merely to acquire 


one I of confuſed . with momen- 
7 | tous | 
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tous matters, but in the exerciſe of Seng intel | 
lectual powers, they ſhould attain a thorough know. 
ledge, and clear vinderſtanding of them. Beware 
of kong raſhneſs and precipitancy, from which the 
ons ſpoken of derived their character, leſt it may 
E you into innumerable inconveniences, fins, 
and dangers. Maturely conſider the various ſub⸗ 
jects that demand your attention; and ſtudy to think, 
and ſpeak, and act, with prudence and deliberation. 
He that believeth ſhall not make haſte to form his 
ſentiments, to expreſs his judgment, or to adopt the 


a meaſures he is to purſue. 
The ton gue of the Aammerers ſhall be 1 to ſpeak 


plainly. who ſtammer, or have an impedi- 
ment in Th ſpeech, expreſs themſelves with ſome 
difficulty, they. cannot ytter their ſentiments plain- 
ly-and fluently, and ſometimes are hardly under- 
ſtood by thoſe with whom they converſe. By this 
defect and embaraſſinent in . ſpeech, the perſons 
here intended are characteriſed. They are inca- 


pable of ſpeaking diſtinQly. and intelligibly on 


matters even of the greateſt moment; and when 
they attempt to ſay any thing on topics of this na- 
ture, they communicate their thoughts with much 


perplexity and confuſion. In diſcourſing on the 


aÞributes, words, and providence of God, they can- 


not ſpeak plainly and with perſpicuity ; ; but in an 


undigeſted, diforderly, and uncertain manner. 
Concerning people of this deſcription, when brought 


into ſubjection to him who reigneth in righteouſneſs, 
it is foretold, that they ſhall be ready to ſpe e 
Contemplating the divine glory, partaki 


e 
grace, having their defects removed £7 the 
renewed and invigorated; they were 10 Ty very 
different perſons from what they had been in times 
paſt. Not only their eyes and ears were to be or 


 pened, b t they were to become intelligent people, 55 
whoſe tongues ſhould no longer faulter thiough ig- 
norance and uncertainty ; but expreſs with clearnieſs 


and 8 a Yea, with Fr and Popes the | 
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David's Pſalms of 


webs 28 of 3 As'i it is written in 
They ſhall ſpeak of the 
might of thy te ble acts they ſhall abundantly 
utter the memory, of thy great ſs, and ſhall 
* fing of thy righteouſneſs *.'—Permit me to call 
upon you in the words of the apoſtle Paul, to uſe 

great plainneſs of ſpeech,” in your communications 


done with another, eſpecially when you treat of the 


oracles of God, Take heed that you do not darken 
counſel by words without knowledge, and incur the 
cenſure paſſed upon an obſcure writer, That he did 
not wiſh to be underſtood.” Speak your mind 
with openneſs, candour, and freedom ; in words of 
determined ſignification, that may not 'perplex, but 
elucidate the ſubject, and ſerve to the uſe of edify- 


| Ing, and af miniſtering grace 0 dhe Rogrere. 


5 The vile perſon. ſhall be no more. called 
liberal, nor xv churl laid to be bountiful. 


At the period to which this prophecy refers, = | 
true ——— of thoſe who bad aſſumed delufive 

appearances was to be diſcovered, and thencefor- 
ward they were to be called by their proper ae 


7 Impiety and wickedneſs were not to be cover 54 
of d. 


hypocriſy, nor to wear undetected the maſk 
fimulation, Men were to be eftimated according 
to a juſt ſtandard, proper diſcrimination was to be 
made betwixt virtue and vice, betwixt good and 
bad people. The vile perſon of whom our Prophet 
ſpeaks, is impiops, wicked, and-profene ; polleiſing | 
a mean, ſordid diſpaſition : Having imbibed perni- 
cious ſentiments concerning God, his word and pro- . 
vidence ; he treats things tacred with derifion and 
contempt ; he {peaks lies, and works deceit; en- 
deayouring to do all the miſchief to ſociety hat 


© is in his power, It is unneceſſary N ee 1 


the portrait at greater length, as I have occa- 
don more Bl to.delineate the character, when diſ- 


courſing 
rel. eur 6,7. „ 


— 


der ver. 8. where it is more fully deſcribed,” I ani 
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eourſing from the fixth verſe.— Such u one [ſhall | 
no more be called liberal: The word denotes a man 


of an upright heart and good confcience, who forms 


honourable ſentiments reſpecting the works mw 
ways of God, who loves and practices 
good, cee . 
ther illuſtration of this character until I ſhall confi 


obſerve at preſent, that it forms a perfect contraſt 
to that which is firſt mentioned. —It is added, nor 


the churl ſaid to be bountiful. The churl is a lordid, 


liberal, niggardly creature, bog 1spenurious in the 
extreme, anxious to amaſs wealth, and averſe to part 
with any thing that he poſſeſſes. Such a one was 
Nabal, of whom it is written, that he was churliſh 
and evil in his doings & 80 accurate was to be 
the diſcrimination of > <a Tn that a nof this 
temper ſhould not be reckoned bountiful, generous, 
and munificent, open hearted and open handed, 
willing to e according to his ability and op- 
portunity, and ready to communicate to ſupply: the 
neceſſities of the indigent. 

- Theſe ſeveral claſſes e eee nbc, 
repreſented, or miſtaken the one for the other. Falle 


ſtanding be ſpread abroad by the flatterers of the 
worſe fort, who ſogthed them in their folly. Nabal, 
though mely parſimonious, held a feaſt in his 
bouts, Heri ed of © king's and it is not impro- 
bable that-thoſe who ſhared in the magnificent en- 
tertainment, might extol him for his liberglity, and 
exhibit him in an improper light. Though particu+ 


ſions, the prediction plainly declares what in 
ral was to take place when it ſhould be 
A ee EE er TH 
for many of the troubles and calamities which em- 
bitter human life, and its comforts, atiſe from 


wien views of th with whom we are+con- 
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nected in ſociety. It muſt therefore be of gre 3 


moment to the happineſs of the church, that theſe 


errors be reQtified, and a juſt eſtimate formed of the 


real ſtate and temper of the individuals compoſing 
| the kingdom of God. 


In the reign of Hezekiah king of Judah, the pro- 


phecy contained in this and the two preceding Ver: 
ph received'a partial fulfilment. Under the admi> 


| nitration of that upright prince, eſpecially after Al- 
mighty God had given clear demonſtrations of his 
favour for Jeruſalem, and of his righteouſneſs in the 


deſtruction of their enemies The eyes of them who 
poſſeſſed ſpiritual diſcernment could not fail to per- 


Ceive the convincing proofs exhibited/ of the pater- : 
nal care, and gracious protection, which the Lord 


| exerciſeth over his peculiar. people; and thus their 
faith in the providence and promiſes of God would 


be happily confirmed. The ears of them that h 


theſe teſtimonies of divine regard fairly repreſented, 
muſt have liſtened to them with attention, admira- 


tion, and gratitude. Thoſe who had formerly been 
haſty and precipitate in delivering their opi ons of 
the conduct of Providence toward his pebple, about 


the time of the Aſſyrian invaſion, would adopt a 


more ſober and juſt judgment of the wiſdom and 

eſs of the divine procedure. In the moſt in- 
telligible and explicit manner, they ly declare 
the wonderful works of Jehovah, and-celebrate the 
praiſes of their great deliverer. Under the 
ment of a monarch renowned for piety 
a proper diſtinction would be made between men 


of oppoſite characters, ſo as to prevent fatal miſ- 
takes on a ſubject in which the public welfare was 


deeply intereſted. Theſe events, to which this pro- 
phecy had probably an immediate reference, were 
more fully accompliſhed, after the potent adverſa- 
ries of the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt were vanquiſhed 
by his merciful interpoſition, and his church deli- 
vered from the hands of their enemies. Then the 
eyes of thoſe who ”_ their Ong early 
cleariy 


| virtue, 


- Er 1+ an rot ew Be no an 


Vs. 
clearly 3 and contemplated with incr | 
| e the ſpiritual objects preſented to their view. 
Their > were alſo NO to attend diligently to the 
en concerning the ſalvation of foo | 
2555 well underſtood, and could ſpeak plainly, the 
great things which God had done, that relate to the 
myſteries < his kingdom. And by Hg fax is this 
| prophecy fulfilled in our ears.) | 7685 


s For the vile perſon will 848 85 
and his heart will work iniquity, to practiſe 


hypocriſy, and to utter error againſt the LORD, 
to make empty the ſoul of the hungry; and 


he will cauſe the drink of the thirſty 20 fall 


In this and the two verſes which immediately fol- 
low, the characters mentioned in the preceding verſe 
are more fully delineated. As to the convexſation 
of the vile perſon, he will ſpeak: villany. Wieked- 
neſs is ſo odious, that it often aſſumes a maſk; it re- 
tires into ſecrecy, and ſeeks the cover of darkneſs. 
The greateſt crimes have been ſilently e 
in the dark, and afterward have been varniſhed o- 
ver with fair pretexts, to prevent their atrocity from 
being diſcovered. The vile perſon comes forth from 
theſe concealments, breaks through every reſtraint, 
and umpudently - boaſts of his criminal e 
With reſpect to his heart, it will work, ini quity ;/. all | 
its powers and faculties are employed in this deteſt- 
able buſineſs. Jn itſelf deceitful and def rately 
wicked, it deviſes all manner of fin; its deſires are 
excited, its inclinations are determined, to execute 
its iniquitous projects. Thus employ it operates 
all manner of wickedneſs, in which i becomes dai- 
ly more habituated and confirmed, —To praftiſe hy- 
goers . He aſſumes the appearance of what in truth 
e is not, and makes unfounded high preteriſions to 
what he is an entire ſtranger. Like an. actor upon 5 
the ſtage, who puts on The dreſs and the air of a 
| FRET Of nd, though himſelf mean and indigent, Tuſ. ef 
tains 1 


- PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. a9 5 


* — * 


VW EY 


IL r / An 


{= 


LR Aa3 Rey; c. 7 


Py A 2 


3 
9 
50 


tains the character of ſome great 
vile perſon, who hath a divided heart 2 double 
mind, endeavours to conceal his true character, and 
 oftentatiouſly pretends to do the good which he ne · 
ver did, and to which he is altogether averſe. — 


40 | LECTURES en. c. xxx. 
'. ſo the 


And to utter error againſt the Lord. One fin im 


ceptibly leads to the commiſſion of another. 5 
heart that worketh iniquity wiſhes to he ſcreened | 


from deteſtation and contempt; under the cover of 


| Hypocriſy and deceit, it naturally leads into etrors 
reſpecting the moſt important topics, ſuch as the na- 
ture, the attributes, the providence, and the word 


of God; and after errors are preſum tucuſſy adopts 
ed, they are propagated with avidity, and every 


= where blazed abroad with bad intention.—To make 


empty the ſoul, &c. The word of God is the food 


and the refreſhment which fatisfies the defires, in- 


vigorates the minds of the faints, and conveys now. 
riſhment, ſupport, and conſolation to their ſouls, in 
thoſe ſeaſons wherein they are moſt apt to become 


| feeble and languid. Now the vile perſon aims, by dif- 
fimulation and error, to 


miſrepreſent the providence 


and the oracles of God, and to deprive his people 
of that ſpiritual proviſion which ſatisfies their fouls, 


and gratifies their defires, which imparts ſtrength 
and comfort to their hearts. For this purpoſe, he 


endeavours, in various ways, to raiſe doubts and fuf- 


picions concerning the truth. of the ſcriptures, the 


wiſdom and equity of the diſpe s of provi- 


dence and grace; and conſequently to bereave them 


of the ſacred ſources of all their conſolations in ad- 


verſity, and to take away what they moſt highly va- 


lue, and experience to be moſt neceflary and uſe- 
ful. Than ſuch conduct hardly any thing can be 
more flagitious and wicked, more impious and de- 
teſtable. 85 


; 7 The inſtruments alſo of the churl , are * 
vil; he . wicked devices, to. deſtroy 
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the poor with lying words, even hen the * 
N ſpeaketh right. 


The means employed op the Ns 130 the : 
covetous, to accompliſh their inſidious deſigns, are 


truly bad, treacherous, -and abominable; deſerving 
to be reprobated i in the ſtrongeſt terms. Such are 
corrupt principles, deluſtve reaſonings, ſpecious pre- 
texts, crafty counſels, whereby they di r erĩi- 
minal contempt of the word and ways of God, and 
impoſe upon the unſuſpectin 2 the credulous. 
Theſe, all theſe, are evil and dangerous. He devi- 
ſeth wicked devices. To do evil is bad, to deviſe e- 
vil is ſtill worſe; for, as ſaith the proverb, he that 
« deviſeth to do evil ſhall be called a miſchie vous 
« perſon *.“ This is the name he juſtly deſerves; 
which will more fully appear, when we conſider the 
deſign he hath in view, namely, to de/troy the poor, 


&c. It is a hemous crime to injure any perſon, - 


whatever be his circumſtances ; but it is a proof of 


{till greater depravity, to wrong the poor, who have 


a juſt claim to affiſtance. This deteſtable ſpecies of 
oppreſſion becomes exceedingly aggravated, when 
it deliberately contrives, not merely to hurt, but 


to accompliſh the deſtruction of the peedy and that 


by means of deceit and falſehood. Above all, the 
atrocity of this outrageous wickedneſs, committed 
by the churliſh man, is greatly increaſed by the 
time and place in which it is perpetrated, hen 


the needy ſpeaketh right, or in judgment, as the He- 7 


brew word ſignifies; pleading the juſtioe of their 
cauſe: Even then re gardleſs ot truth and equity, 
he tries by force or fraud to deprive them of their 
juſt rights. From ſuch men, good Lori deliver us! 


8 But the liberal deviſeth liberal gehe, K 
and by liberal things ſhall he ſtand. 


We now turn to contemplate another, 4 vie N 
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different character, which forms a complets contraft 
to thoſe above deſcribed. Ihe ons 270 * | 
eſſes a generous un who. 
poſe the benevolence of his temper by fect? and 
kind actions, deviſeth liberal things ee e 
— that he will grant him wiſdom and prudence to or- 
der his affairs with diſcretion,” the protection of his 
providence, the direction of his word, the accom- 
plwwiſhment of his promiſes, the comforts of his pre- 
tence, the aſſiſtance of his Spirit, and, in dus time, 
the enjoyment of his glory. He deviſeth liberal 
things concerning his brethren of mankind 1 in every 
ſtation and condition in life— that governors ſhall 
rule in the fear of God; that miniſters of the word 
ſhall behave themſelves holily, juſtly, and unblame- 
ably, ſave themſelves and them that hear them; that 
parents ſhall be faithful, and children dutiful ; that 
maſters 2 be juſt, and ſervants obedient; that 
the rich be charitable, and the poor humble 
and *r that peace ſhall be within Jeruſk- 
"ary oſperity within her palaces, He devi- 
lend! things concerning, his own tempo and 
ſpiritual — he ſhall lack no good | 
— have the moderate chearful uſe of all the 
. benefits he receives; that when dejected and diſ- 
quieted, he ſhall have cauſe to praiſe the Lord, who 
is the health of his countenance; that when in doubt 
and perplexity, the Lord will be a light to him 
that he ſhall be diſpoſed to do good to all as he hath 
opportunity; in meekneſs to inſtruct thoſe chat op- 
poſe themſelves; to ſupport the weak, to animate 
the deſponding, to comfort the feeble-minded, and 
relieve the oppreſſed; and that goodneſs and mercy 
ſhall follow him all his days. 

Such are the liberal things that the liberal man 
deviſeth; and-by theſe ſhall he. Rund, or br eftabliſh- 
ed, as the word is tranſlated in the margin of ſome 
bibles. The Moſt High himſelf ſhall eſtabliſh, 
ſtrengthen, and ſettle him on the rock of ages,. ſa 
Mat he ſhall never be . Free from that in- 

| conltancy 
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ſuits of mankind in every 


and liable to everlaſting ſhame and 
us cultivate with increaſing affiduity the amiable 
_ diſpoſitions and conduRt of the liberal, with the 


tain his approbutior, 
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Far en ee d ee 15 
e e Having diſperſed, a es 
to the poor, his generous and liberal do- 
nations ſhall eſtabliſh his reputation, and ' ſecure 
him the eſteem and good opinion of mankind. - A- 


midſt the fluctuations of furrounding objects, be 


ſhall remain ſtedfaft in his principles, firm in his pro- 
feffion and reſolutions, unmoved in the faith and 
obedience of the truth. Thus while the wicked are 
overthrown, the houſe of the righteous ſhall ſtand 
How greatly diverſified are the Characters and pur- 
age! How various, how 


the tempers and practices of thoſe mention- 


od in the Gily evrfer — Some 


of each ſort were among the Jewiſh it the 
th which our Prophet refers; are fill to 
+ found amor —- — 
tians. Let us carefully diſtinguiſſi bet wirt the pre- 
cious, and the vile F 


pleaſing hope that God will-eftabliſh and proſper 
ain ee 4 0 1 
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ear unto my ſpeech. 


99 i i 1 ; 195 „ 


topteſerited the 


| Ker who — Jebovak, ear that of 


deſpairing of divine aſſiſtance, "Placed 
their confidence in man, ſtops the farther = 


tion of this ſubject. Aware that finners and. hypo- 


crites in Zion might imagine, that, having changed 


Nee and the topics dicourl, W 


— or rn 


44 


with the certain calamities that awaited them. The 
perſons to whom this part of the prophetie oration 
1s directed, are women at eaſe, and careleſs daughters, 


The Hebrews were accuſtomed to give the names 


of women and daughters to populous cities and 


large communities, of which many inſtances occur 


in the books of the Old Teſtament. We read of 


the daughter of Babylon, the daughter of -Zidon, 


the daughter of Zion, &. The deſignation ſigni- 
ficantly intimates the beauty, the elegance, the ef- 


feminacy, and the fruitfulneſs of the inhabitants. 
In this figurative ſenſe the words under conſidera- 


tion muſt be underſtood; the women not denoting 


perſons of the female fax that were married, but 
the larger and more ancient cities of Judah; and 


the daughters, not thdſe that were younger and un 


married, but the lefler towns and villages, which | 


were in ſome meaſure under the juriſdiction. of the 
_ cities of greater extent and antiquity. Theſe places 
are addreſſed, as being at eaſe and cereleſs, in a ſtate. 

of tranquillity and ſecurity, undiſturbed by the pro- 
ſpect of any danger, unalarmed by anxious fears of 


approaching judgments. This deſcription perfectly 


agrees with the ſituation and temper of the inhabi- 
tants of Judah, at the time immediately preceding 


the invation of that kingdom by the Aſfyrians. it 


is no leſs applicable to not a few among ourſelves, 
who are naturally poſſeſſed of an indolent diſpo- 


ſition, whoſe minds are benumbed by ſenſuality, 
who ſeem indifferent to matters of the greateſt im- 
portance, and unconcerned about futurity. Permit 
me to remind you to whom this character belongs; 


of what deſerves your ſerious attention. Care diſ- 


6 ne and diſtracts the mind, eſpecially; when it 
5 extended to a variety of objects; and therefore it 
Is "EO will of God, that his people for whom he car- 


eth, ſnould be without carefulneſs, and caſt all their 


cares upon him. As there 1 is a forbidden ſolicitude 


and 


with i . 1 in their nn. z he ad- 
dreſſes to them a ſharp reproof, and acquaints them 


2 . „ > ms op 2 . 
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and anxiety, which is offenſive to God, and preju- 

dicial to our beſt intereſts ; ſo there is a criminal 

eaſe and careleſſneſs, which is not leſs pernicious and 
diſpleafing in the fight of God, that ought to he cau- - 

tiouſly avoided. Be on your guard, I beſeech you, _ 

againſt theſe oppoſite extremes; and ſtudy, in de- 

pendence upon God, to ſteer the middle courſe, which 

lies at an equal diſtance from both theſe exceſſes; - ./ 

Riſe up, bear my voice, &c. Awake from the 

ſtate of indolence and ſecutity in which you have 

indulged; lay aſide your thoughtleſs indifference 3 
about approaching events; that you may become 3 
more active, vigorbus, and vigilant, than in times paſt. 

Ariſe from that torpid inſenfible condition, by con- 

tinuance in which, you may be involved in ruin; 

receive, with ſacred reſpect, the meſſage Lnow bring 
from God to you; and ſhew your profound venera- 
I tion for the intimation he is pleaſed to give you of =D 
his purpoſes, by a ſuitable practical regard Heart 
my. voice. Stop not your ears at my reproof, but | 
take heed what, and how you hear. Be not like 

the idols of the heathen, who have ears and hear 

not. Impreſſed. with a juſt ſenſe of the bad effects 

reſulting from careleſs inattention to the word of 

God, and of the ſubſtantial benefits that may accrue 

from hearkening to it as you ought; liſten, with | 
diligent attention, to what I am: now. about to deli- 

ver. The call is repeated and urged—Give ear un- 

to my ſpeech-;\ which plain]y intimates, that our Pro- 

phet was going to ſpeak, not of trivial matters, 

wherein his hearers were little concerned; hut of 

matters of the greateſt moment, wherein they were 

deeply intereſted, which were not to be involved in 

obſcurity, but repreſented with perſpicuity, and e- 

ſtabliſhed by ſatisfying evidences. No wonder then 

that he was ſolicitous that they ſhould hearken with 


attention and reſpect, to the predictions he | 
bout to utter, — Let us learn from hence, how-we 
ought to hear the word of God delivered to us by 
his ſervants ; not with unaffected indifference, but 
ES EE with 
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Hebrew words properly ſignify, After days above a 
year; and ſeem to point at an indefinite” time, 


— CCC — 
— — — — 
— — — — of — 


1 =. — 


we teſtify reverence for the divine authority, by the 


decent poſture of our bodies; our minds muſt Iike- 


wiſe be deeply engaged in hearkening to the voice 


What ſpeaketh to us from heaven. In che ali of 


Jeſus Chriſt, „He that hath an ear to hear, let him 
* hear.” The admonition is rendered more forcible 
by the organ and the act being joined together by 
our Saviour. When we fay we ſaw ſuch an object 
with our eyes, or heard ſuch a thing with our ears, 
though we can neither ſee nor hear without theſe 
organs, yet they gre mentioned to give more energy 


to the expreſſion, and to call . CCRT too 
tion from others. 


10 . 16 


bled, ye careleſs women: for the vintage ſhall 
| Hail, the gathering ſhall not come. ok 


x 


Having requeſted diligent attention, Iſiah pro- 


ceeds to deliver the inſtructions he had r 


from God to communicate. — Many 


words may be conſidered as pwr gy time when 
the threatened calamity was to Commence, or ra- 


cher as determining the period of its duration. The 


wherein the judgment deſcribed ſhould be execu- 


ted; or according to our tranſlation, they may refer 
to its cpntinuance, which, as we learn from ver. 14. 


was to be extended to a long period of time, year af- 
ter year, as we ſay in our language, until the * 


be poured out from on high, ver. 15. The 
tion ſeems to relate to the calamities brought upon che 


Jewiſh nation in a leſſer degree by the Aſſyrians, and 


_ afterwards in a larger meaſure by the Chaldeans and 
Romans. At theſe ſeaſons, the careleſs, indolent, vo- 
luptuous inhabitants of Judea, were to be troubled 


by diſtreſſes of various kinds, and particularly by the 


| W of the vintage and the harveſt. The vintage 
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| | 


. not through the . b 
ther, but on account of the devaſtatiom made by ther 
invading enemies of the country; and for the fame: 
reaſon, The time of gathering in the previous fruits 
of the earth, as in former years, was not to antive. 
According to this prophecy, Senacherib king of AG 
ſyria, (of whom Hezekiah in his prayer to God, com- 
plains that he had laid waſte all the nations and 
their countries) having advaneed into Judea with a 
large army; deſolated the land, deſtroyed or conſu- 
med the vine yards, the fig-trees, and olive-trees, - 
with the rich produce, and luxuriant erops, where- 
with the land every where abounded; upon which 
the effeminate inhabitants of Canaan were accuf 
tomed to feaſt and regale themſelves. On theſe ac- 
counts they were to be greatly troubled ; and hke 


the rich men of whom the apoſtle James ſpeaks, 


they were to weep and howl for the miſeties: that 
were come upon then. The Moſt High over all 
the earth, who had beftowed manifold! kindnefies-om 

the Jewiſh people, greatly provoked: by their baſe - 
ingratitude, their inſolent abuſe of his miercies; and 
other atrocious cximes, deprived them of their corn 
in the time thereof, and their wine in the ſeaſam 


thereof. This procedure, the juſtice of which can- 


not be queſtioned, ouglit to excite us, who have been 
7 of ſimilar 1 to admire the longs 

ring of God, which we have experienced in tie 
—to conſider our ways, and return unto the 

rd to ſtand in awe, and not to ſin after the fſimi- 
litude of the Jews, who were viſited with ſuch ter- 


rible 278 5 in e which: . 1 100 yy 


| for. 


11 Tremble, ye women FROST 


be troubled, ye careleſs ones: ſtrip you, and 


make you bare, and gird Jackeloth upon your 
Þoi INS, l N 4 


| The Prophet proceeds in «tl longer terms to 
admoniſn 


13 2 


j 
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admoniſh the effeminate inhabicams of the cities and 
towns of Judea, of greater calamities wherewith they 
were to be viſited for their many heinous'fins.—In 
the doleful proſpect of the terrible deſtruction of 
their church and nation, which he was now about 


to foretel, he calls upon them to tremble and to be 


— 


troubled. The awful ſeverity of Jehovah to be here- 


after manifeſted in the 'dreadful puniſhment of your 


enormous crimes, of which you receive this early in- 
timation, ought to excite in your minds, not ſlight 
tranſient emotions, but that pungent ſorrow and ex- 
treme fear which is accompanied with great tremor 


and uneaſineſs. When you hear what I am about 


to deliver, juſtly may your lips quiver, rottenneſs en- 


ter into your bones, and you may tremble in your- 
felves, that you may reſt in the day of trouble. Fear 
ought to come upon you, and trembling which may 


make all your bones to ſhake. Be afraid of God's 


righteous judgments, and be afflicted on account of 


thoſe tranſgreſſions, of which they are the juſt retri- 


bution.—Strip you, &c. Throughout the whole of 


this e the allegorical ſtile is adopted; in 
which, under the cover of ſymbolic ex preſſions, 


| though the language is clearly explicable, the mean- 
ing ſeems to be obſcure. The cities of Judah are 
here addreſſed under the emblem of reſpectable, yet 


delicate matrons ; decked with elegant robes and 


rich ornaments, which they are required to lay a- 


fide. They are. likewiſe directed to put on ſack- 


cloth, or other coarſe garments, ſuited to the mourn- 


ful occaſion ; that their exterior appearance might 


correſpond with the employment to which they were 


invited. Similar advice was given to the Moabites, 
by the prophet Jeremiah, when he foretold their 


kingdom ſhould be broken like a veſſel: -+ "Upon 


* the loins ſackeloth, and lamentation generally-up- 
on all the houſe tops &. Thie words then are not 


to be literally explained, but underſtood according 
to OW ergeben now en — 9 . were the 
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calamiticatbers predicted, that they called not only 
for trouble and anguiſh of mind, but for thoſe exter- 
nal ſigns of grief and diſtreſs, which are certain in- 


dications of their truth and reality. Outward ex- 


preſſions of ſorrow are demanded ;- the more effectu- 


ally to awaken from ſecurity, the more deeply to im- 


preſs the heart with approaching judgments; and the 
ns whereby they are incurred. Werds often leave 


only a faint impreſſion upon the heart, which is apt 
ſoon to wear off; but ſenſible objects that remain 


always preſent to the ſenſes, have @ more power F 
and permanent influence. ; 


12 They ſhall lament for the treats, for the 


pleaſant fields, for the fruitful vine, 12 


Some of the necumulated evils are here mention- 
ed, which were to befal the Jewiſlt nation, and to be 
the ſubjects of lamentation and wo, eſpecially at the 
period to which: this prophecy refers. Our Prophet 


having called the inhabitants of Judea to the exer- 


ciſe of penitential ſorrow, with its proper expreſſions, 
changes the form of his difcourfe, and introduces 


them mourning for the terrible devaſtations which 


he immediately foretels. | The firſt ground of grief 
and vexation is thus ſtated—They ſhall lanient for the 
zeats ; becauſe of the deplorable condition to which 
mothers giving ſuck, with the infants at their breaſts, 

were to be reduced. The words of Jeſus Chrift, 

when ſpeaking of the calamities which were coming 
on the city Jerufalem, See with this ſen- 
timent, and may in explain the p re- 


diction under prin Arr regent 122 unto, wow pray ( ach 
the compaſſionate Saviour), * that are with child, and 


to them that give ſuck in thoſe days &; whoſe pars 


ticular ſituation, and tender affection for their young 
ones, render them incapable of fleeing from their e- 
nemies into diſtant places for ſafety, like pevple in 


more favourable circumſtances. * when bear. 


1 III. 8 ing | 


Na 57; 


ing his croſs: to the place of Geis he thus ad- 
dreſſed the women who bewailed and lamented him, 
commiſerating the ſufferings, the ſorrow, and the 
ſhame which he ſuſtained, Daughters of Jeruſalem, 
* ' weep not for me, but weep for yourſelves, and for 
-* your children; for behold the days are coming * 
Se. In times of peace and proſperity, children are 
often a great comfort and bleſſing, (this was eſpe- 
cially a prevailing ſentiment among the Jewiſh na- 
tion) but in ſeaſons of great diſtreſs, when war, fa- 
mine, and peſtilence, . ſpread deſolation throughout 
the land, thoſe who have ſucking infants are more 
grievouſly afflicted than other perſons; they cannot 
Jo eaſily eſcape the ravages' made by theſe deſolating 
judgments ; their miſeries and fqrrows are multiphed, 
by thoſe of their tender offspring. On theſe accounts 
there ſhould be lamentation and wo. Perhaps the 
expreſſion may lrave ſome reſpect to the very great R 
ſtraits to which the citizens of Jeruſalem were redu- 
ced, When the tongue of the ſucking child cleaved 
to the roof of his mouth for thirſt; when the hands 
of pitiful women had ſodden their own children, 
they were their meat in the deſtruction of the daugh- 
« ter of my people f. Then indeed lamentation 
would be made over the breaſts of the afflicted mor 
thers, and 
. pleaſant ; elds, &c. The land of Judea 
every where abounded with rich beautiful fields, co- 
vered with luxuriant crops of the. fineſt wheat and 
other grains. 'The paſtures were clothed with flocks, 
and the valleys were clad with corns. The foil was 
excellent and fertile ; the air was temperate and fa- 
lubrious; the former and the latter rain was | 
from heaven in their ſeaſon ; the land was made fat 
with ſhowers ; God blefled the ſpringing thereof, and 
crowned the year with his goodneſs 1. How plea- 
fant muſt have been the fight of the herbs, the flow- 
ery, the verdant meads, and fruitful. fields, which 
every where met the eye of the beholder, and delights 
ed 8 
: Lake w. 28, 3 29. te 19. 1 See pfl. lav. 5. ee. 
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ed the inhabitants Throughout the country there 


was alſo great plenty of the beſt vines, producing the 
fineſt grapes, that yielded the choiceſt wines. They 
were planted in large | agate ; they grew to great 

erfection ; they put forth numerous branches and 
leaves, and were richly loaded with cluſters of the 
moſt juicy and delicious grapes. Of theſe pleaſant 
fields and precious fruits, the people of Judah were 


to be deprived, by the righteous judgments of God, 


— ” 


o wonder that this humiliating change of 


as the juſt puniſhment of their many aggravated ini- 
quities. Ne iati 

circumſtances, by which the ſtate of the inhabitants 
was to be entirely reverſed, ſhould: give occaſion to 


grief and lamentation, as is intimated in this predic- 


tion.— The Lord turns a fruitful land into barren- 
neſs, for the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein. 
Of this important truth, a very remarkable proof lies 
now before us, which is illuſtrated in the following 


verſes, —If then we really wiſh to avert this deplora- 
dle calamity inflicted upon the land of Judea, let us 
beware of perſiſting in our tranſgreſſions, and thereby 


provoking. the Lord to deprive us of the | comforts 
we enjoy. a nfs lacs Rod iaart | 


13 Upon the land of my people ſhall come 
up thorns and briers ; yea, upon all the houſes 
of joy zn the joyous city. r 
Theſe words contain an affecting deſcription of the 
deſolation of the land of Judea. The people having 


been either killed or led away captives by the ene- 


my; thorns and briers, the natural 8 ion of the 


. earth when left uncultivated, were ſoon to ſpring up 


and overrun the grounds, which for a long time, had 


been exceedingly beautiful and fertile. A clear proof 
of the miſerable, depopulated condition of this once 
rich, and pleaſant country, is immediately fubjoined. 


Tea, upon all the houſes of joy, & c. Jeruſalem Was 


undoubtedly the joyous city here intended. In the 
48th pfalm, it is celebrated as the joy of the whole 


at d 


* 


and to which the e of Ihuel rfored: with 
gladneſs three times in the year, to attend thoſe ſo- 


lemn feſtivals, wherein they rejoiced before the Lord 
their God. Beſides, the inhabitants enjoyed the 


greateſt affluence and proſperity, with all the good 


things of a preſent life; from all which the juſtice of 


this deſignation, the foyous city, is abundantly evident. 
he houſes of joy which are ſpoken of, were pro- 


bably places of public reſort, where the citizens ant 


people from all parts of the country met to congra- 


tulate each other, on the continuance of the felicity 


wherewith they were bleſſed, and the happineſs they 


felt on again ſeeing one another in the metropolis. 

Thoſe ſumptuous edifices might alſo be intended, 
which were built by men of vaſt opulence in the city 
and its environs, wherein they diſplayed their wealth, 
ſplendor, and magnificence, and which were on many 
occaſions, houſes of great feſtivity and joy. Even upon 
theſe elegant manfions of mirth and gaiety, where 


luxury and diſfipation had long refided, thorns and 


briers were to ſpring up, and to grow thick and ſtro 
in conſequence of their being . — by their por 
ſeſſors, neglected and deſolated.—Such was the very 
deplorable ſtate to which the intemperate, the pol- 


—— —— 


luted, the oppreſſive city Jeruſalem was to be redu- 


eed; becauſe ſhe obeyed not the voice of the Lord; 
ſne received not correction; ſhe truſted not in the 
Lord; ſhe drew not near to her God. Her prophets 
were light and treacherous perſons ;, her prieſts E. | 


luted the ſanctuary, and did violence to the law 


14 Becauſe the palaces ſhall be wurden ** 


the multitude of the city ſhall be left; the 
forts and towers ſhall be for dens for ever, 4 1 


joy of wild aſſes, a paſture of flocks. br f 


In this verſe the lamentable repreſentation of * | 
future miſerable ftate of Jeruſalem is continued:;— — 


| With reſpeck d to the palaces, the ſtately _ whicht 
was 


® Zeph. iii. I, et ſeg. 


ge 


cx By , c WR ... ĩðͤ ß ON IRR Oy CO ̃ ft. ̃] « AA. OE ED A CEE OE AA.... ½-m es Benn 8 


W. 


er / r . 4%. WS + +. 


CIES 6 ISAIAH. oo 


was the royal reſidence of the gs of Judah, and 
the far 9 ——7——— Jehovah, which 
was built, as king David affirmed, not for man, but 
for the Lord God *, were to be reduced to ruins. 
Concerning the palace laſt mentioned, God ſaith by 
the p rophey Jerom eremiah, D 
ad Fes thus ſpake to the Jews, Tour houſe 


Vir. 14. PROPE 


is left unto you deſolate f. Having been deſerted 


by Jehovah, it was forſaken alſo by the thouſands of 
prieſts 1 officiated within its precincts, 
and by the myriads of people who ſtatedly repaired 
thither from every district of the kingdom, to oy | 
ſhip the Lord God'of their fathers. The 

4 by the kings of Judah was like wi deſerted 
by the princes who had dwelt in it, and allowed to 
fall — ruins.—The multitude of the city ſhall be left ; 
dene ee ee 
people s of this ſort occur in 
ſcripture: thus the apoſtle of the Gentiles ſpeaks of 
the law of righteouſneſs, by which is meant the righ- 
teouſneſs of the law. Jeruſalem was to be forſaken = 
by the prodigious multitudes that formerly thronged 
the city, occupied the houſes, and buſtled along the 
ſtreets; who were now either ſlain or taken pri- 
ſoners. The few that remained, after the cruel ra- 
vages of a victorious army, ſhould be leſt ſolitary ow? 
deſolate.— The forts and toxwers ſhall be for dens | 
ever, &e. Forts and watch towers were hs 
proper diſtances around the city Jeruſalem, both for 
ornament and defence. Hence the royal poet him- 
ſelf, delighted with the pleaſing ſpectacle, invites the 
citizens of Zion to contemplate their beauty and u- 
tility, and to tranſmit to poſterity the ha and 
ſecurity which were enjoyed within  bulwarks. 
His words run thus, in the facred ode to which I re- 


fer: Mark ye well her bulwarks, conſider her co: 


* laces, that ye may tell to the generation followin 
« For this God is our God, for ever and ever; he wil 
* be our guide even unto death *.” (E — 


* x Chron. xxix. 1. Chap. xii, 7. 2 Mat. xxiii. 38. 
Pal. xlviii..33, 14. ; 


The . the * the city, * been de- 
Giga by their reſpective poſſeſſors, and thoſe who fre- 
quented them, the forts and towers were to ſhare the 
ſame fate. They were to become places.of reſidence to 
wild aſſes, in common with all ſorts of untamed anj- 
mals which ſhun connection with man, and decline 
to yield him any ſpecial ſervice. A paſture of flocks ; 
where they might feed and range at large, undiſturb- 
ed by any human being. For euer: Not to eterni- 
ty. but for a limited time, which is thus ſpeciſied in 
the next verſe that follows, Until the Spi be pour- 
* ed upon us from on high. The term ed, where- 
in the deſolation above deſcribed ſhould continue, is 
reſtricted to a certain period to be terminated by this 
event. In this contined ſenſe the word for euer is 
ſometimes uſed in ſcripture, as in 1 Chron. xxiii. 2 f. 
where David ſaid, the Lord God of Iſrael hath given 
« reſt unto his people, that they may dwell in Jeru- 
« falem for ever. The poſterity of Iſrael, far from 
dwelling in Jeruſalem throughout all ages, have for 
many centuries been diſperſed over the face of the 
earth. The Prophet meant that they were to have 
their reſidence in the holy. city for many genera- 
tions. And this is plainly the import of the word in 
the prediction we have been conſidering.— The aw- 
ful judgments which God inflicted upon his ancient 
people, and their highly favoured city and land, ought 
effectually to reſtrain us from thoſe ſins which proved 
the means of their ruin. If he ſpared them not whom 
he appropriated to himſelf, how can we expect that 
he will allow our iniquities to paſs unpuniſhed. Let 
us take warning from their ſufferings, — be inſtruct- 
ed ſolicitouſſy — avoid thoſe tranſgreſſions which have 
rendered them an aſtoniſhment, a reproach, and a 
perpetual deſolation.— Thoſe who read with atten- 
tion the prophecy we have now explained, cannot 
doubt that it relates to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
the devaſtation of the land of Judea, and the over- 
throw of the Jewiſh nation. It ſeems directly to 


point at the delolation ee on —_ city and king- 
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dom by the Aſſyrians, the Chaldeans, , and afterward 
by the Romans. The direful mite which the 
Jews ſuffered from theſe” nations, and the long cn. 

tinuance of the threatened judgments,” ſeem exaQly . 
to agree with what is here foretold, and to uſtify the 
application of the above Predictions to theſe events. 
I conclude this article with the remarkable words of 
the prophet Zechariah: They refuſed'to hearken— 
+ Yea, they made their hearts as an ' adamant ftone, 
5 Jeſt they ſhould hear the law, and the words which 
* the Lord of hoſts hath ſent in his Spirit 'by the for- 


mer prophets ;' therefore came'a great Wrath from 


* the Lord of hoſts Thus the land Was deſolate af. 
ter them, that no man paſſed through nor W 
for they lad the plett land dels * 


3:4 n 


157 Until the Spirit be poured — — 


from on high, and the e lee a fruit 


ful field, and the FR mag be c Por 


a foreſt, 


F * "1 
34 


The ente 4 coca were to * termina- 
ted after a long period, by the precious ſpiritual be- 
nefits which God was to confer upon his A aun e The 
firſt mentioned, which ought to be vie as the 
cauſe from which the others proceed, is the effuſion 
of the Spirit. The advent of the Son of God in hu- 
man nature, to put away fin by the ſacrifice of him 
ſelf, and to obtain the redemption of the church, 


was the object of ardent expectation under the. Old 


Teſtament. ''The gift of the Holy Ghoſt promiſed to 


_ renovate men after the image of God, to reſtore them 


to ſpiritual life, and to prepare them for the full en- 


joyment of the eternal ſalvation of Jefus Chriſt, is 
the great benefit expected under the New Teſta- 


ment. In conſequence of this rich donation, which 
accompanies the miniſtry of the word, the goſpel is 
propagated with ſucceſs over all the earth; the gifts 
any, "_ of the Spirit are in large meaſure. diſpen- 


ied; 
P Zech. wil. 17, a ſeq. | 
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enjoyment of God. And it ſhall come to paſs after- 
ood, faith the Lord by the prophet Joel, it I will 

pour out my Spirit upon all deln; and your ſons and 

your . ſhall prophecy; your. old men ſhall 

* dream. d reams; your young men ſhall ſee viſions, 
Nc. * The gifts beſtowed in confequence of this 
and other ſimilar promiſes, may be diftributed into 
three claſles ; for fooen. the ſame Spirit proceed di- 
verſities of gifts, There are thoſe which are extra- 
ordinary and miraculous; ſuch as the gift of prophe. 


cy, of tongues, 'of - diſcerning of ſpirits, which were 


<onferred on the day of pentecoſt, and were admira- 
dly adapted to the time, rom circumſtances, and the 


benevolent deſigns to be thereby accompliſhed. There 


are thoſe which may be called common or ordinary, 


being more generally and extenfively communica- 


ted; ſuch as the gift of knowledge, of profeſſional a- 
bilities, of prayer; which are well calculated to ren- 


der men uſeful in their ſeveral capacities and ſta- 
tions. There are alſo ſpecial and fanctify ing gifts 


and graces of the Spirit, which are | peculiar to the 
choſen, the called, and faithful in Chriſt Jeſus; ſuch 


as the precious faith of God's elect, true repentance, 
divine counſel, ſupport, and conſolation; whereby the 


people of God are furniſhed for eyery good work, 
and prepared afore unto glory. Theſe various gifts 
are conveyed by the Spirit (though thoſe of the "firſt 
fort were confined to the time wherein Clunſtianity 
was. promulgated) when 1 

Poured upon us from on high. It is not ſaid, until 


theſe gifts and graces be gently dropped, or ſparing- 
_ If imparted, as they were under the former diſpen- | 


ſation; but until they are poured in vaſt plenty, e- 


ven as floods of water on the dry ground. The ex- 


Father of lights, who ſheds down, not in a ſcanty 


3 but with rich profuſion, this. ineſtimable 


biclling, 
* Chap. i A. 28. . | 
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preflion frequently recurs, and deſerves attention. 
It plainly imports the unbounded: hberality of the 
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pleſſing. It alſo intimates, that this precious bene» 
fit ſhould be extenſively conferred, not on a particu- 
lar people only, as before the aſcenſion of Jefus 
Chriſt, but upon all fleſh, as ſaid the apoftle Peter, 
upon every nation under heaven; ſo that its benign 
influence ſhould be tmiverſfally felt. Beſides, it ſerves 
to remind us of the falutary effects produced by this 
liberal "donation, that, as water ſhes, mollifies, 
and fructifies the earth; fo the Spirit, when pourec 

from on high, ſoftens, comforts, and fil thofe'who 
receive it with the fruits of holineſs and rightebuſ- 
neſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt to the'gloty and pre 
of God; The gift of the Spirit, Ike the little cloud, 
which ſeemed at firſt to the poet: ſervant only in 
ſize as a man's hand, ſpread until it covered the whole 
heavens, and was followed with a great rain. Like 
the waters of the ſanctuary, beheld by Ezekiel in vi- 
ſion, this living water, which at firſt reached only to 
the ankles, became a broad and deep river. Ho 
glorious the effects that accompanied the fitſt abun- 
dant pouring forth of the Spirit ! What miracles, 
what illumination, what converfion to God, what 
faith, what holineſs, what conſolation, what unanimity? 
Hundreds, thouſands, were added to the church by 
the word preached with the Holy Ghoſt and power 
from on high. And ever ſince that memorable pe. 
riod, by the conveyance of the gifts and graces of the 
Spirit, numerous converts have been made to the 
faith and obedience of the goſpel, who, through fanc- 
tification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth, have 
ſhewn that they were deſtined to falyation.—Let 
each of us, then, ſeriouſly conſider, if the ſpiritual 
judgments we have deſerved, have been ſtopt in their 
progreſs, by the Spirit being poured upon us. He 
is the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation; are we filled 
with the knowledge of God's will? He is the Spirit 
of penitence, and true contrition of heart; bath he 
beſtowed upon us repentance unto life? He is the 


Spirit of ſanctification; hath he operated in us true 


holineſs, without which no man thall ſee the Lord? 
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He is the Spirit of conſolation ; hath he granted unto 
us joy and peace in believing? Thus ought we im- 
partially to examine ourſelves, thoroughly convinced 
that our ſtate is deplorable until the Spirit be Sven 
unto us; that neither the judgments o heaven, 
forbearance of God, the word, nor the 5 & 
divine inſtitution, will prove effectual for real con- 
verſion, unleſs they are attended by his « line agen · 
cy. When this event takes place 

The wilderneſs ſhall be a fruitful field. What an 
aſtoniſhing change doth then ſucceed !\ As the bleſ- 
ſing ſpecified in the firſt part of the 4 75 is ſpiritual, 
ſo the effects reſulting from it are of the ſame nature 
with the cauſe whereby they are produeed; though 
doubtleſs they may be accompanied with a defirable 
alteration of external circumſtances, Our Prophet 
ſeems clearly to have had in view a ſpiritual change, 
or converſion, to be accompliſhed on thoſe of whom 


he gives a figurative repreſentation. The wilderneſs 


may denote the Gentile nations; which, prior to the 
time in which the Spirit was poured upon e re- 
ſembled a wild uncultivated deſart; the forlorn ſtate 
of unconverted ſinners, who are deſtitute of pleaſant 
good fruits. It may likewiſe indicate the barren, de- 


ſolate condition of the Jewiſh people, until their ſitu- 
ation was in ſome meafure happily changed by the 


miniſtry of Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles. —Of the wil- 
derneſs in the ſenſe now given, it is foretold, that it 
ſhall be a fruitful field. For this purpoſe, heathen 
countries, unrenewed men, were to have their 1g- 
norance, prejudices, and ſuperſtitions removed; the 
precious ſeed of the word of God was to be ſown a. 
mong them, and watered by the dew of heaven: in 


conſequence whereof, it was every where to ſpring 


up, and to brin forth abundance of the excellent 

fruits of the Spirit, that ſhould render them deſirable 

and uſeful, = nd the fruitful field, &c. By this fi- 

gurative expreſſion the Jewiſn church were intended, 

which, having been cultivated for a long time by the 

| ſervants of jehoyah, under his particular woe 
| ; an 
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eg and ſpecial care, and enriched by many ſignal bleſ- 
5 ſings above all other nations, yielded thole fruits 
ho which were honourable to God and profitable to 
"1 themſelves—/b4ll be counted far a foreſt. The church 
of which ſubſiſted under the Moſaic economy wha to 
Ds loſe its former beautiful appearance, being 5588 vet 
. of the important advantages which the people had 
as long enjoyed; trees of - righteouſneſs, | which” were 
AR rarely to be met with, were to fall into decay; and 
v3 but few comparatively, the planting of the Lord, 
l. were to ſupply their room. In this manner the Jew- 
0 iſh church was to fall into a wild, ſcattered, barren 


ſtate, reſembling that of a foreſt or large wood. At- 
tend to the words of Jeſus Chriſt on this ſubject: I 
ſay unto you, that many ſhall come from the eaſt 
and weft, and ſhall fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the 
children of the kingdom ſhall be caſt into outer 


* Wi + darknefs; there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of 
. teeth *. Multitudes from all quarters ſhall afſo- 
5 ciate with the ancient patriarchs, in the kingdom 


founded and adminiſtered by the Meſſiah, whilſt num - 
bers born within the precincts od the church, poſſeſ- 
{ing peculiar external privileges, ſhall be excluded from 
„dat kingdom, and be ejected into a miſerable ſtate. 
L The great alterations marked in this verſe, were 
owing tothe Spirit being poured on one people, and 
- not on another. In tender mercy, Jehovah was. gra- 
eiouſly pleaſed to make the Gentiles fellow partakers 
5 of the benefit, which he had conferred upon the poſte- 
© IM rity of Iſrael, who, having reſiſted the Holy Spirit, he 
was withdrawn from them, ſo that they became as a 
foreſt ; he was given to other nations, who'beeame as 
1 WH = fruitful field. Under full conviction of the ineſti- 
| mable worth of this bleſſing, and of the infinite rea- 
dineſs of our heavenly Father to give the Spitit to 
is them that aſk him, let us fervently implore that he 


| ; | , 41 15 ö a 1 
: may be given to us, to direct, to ſtrengthen, and 
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16 Then judgment hall dwell in ane will 


derneſs, and rig hteouſneſs e in the fruit | 


ful field. 


Theſe words illuſtrate and jy the truth delle 
vered in the preceding verſe, They contain an ex- 
plicit declaration, that when the Gentiles ſhould be 
admitted into the Meſſiah's kingdom, they were to 
be adorned with that judgment and. righteouſneſs 
which is highly ſuitable to their new character and 

privileges. In conſequence of the ſalutary ——_ 
of the goſpel being promulgated, and the Spirit pour- 


ed on individuals and ſocieties, they ſhall c early diſ- 


cern the nature and comparative value of the objects 


that claim their attention and purſuit; they ſhall de- 


liberately inveſtigate them, ſo as to diſtinguiſn good 
from evil, truth from falſehood; and to approve the 


things that are truly excellent. They ſhall conduct 


themſelyes with prudence, order their atlyirs with diſ- 
cretion, and follow the things whereby one may edi- 
fy another. Amidſt the vaſt variety of citcumſtances 
which require guarded attention, they ſhall general. 
1y act with propriety ; diſcovering proper reſpect tg 
time, to place, to connection, to buſineſs, to ſociety. 
Eſtimating the ſeveral claims of the Creator. and the 


creature, and the duties which they owe to both, they. 


ſhall walk humbly with God, and converſe inotten. 
lively with men, attending to timg and j 
and endeavouring to do all things in the Kar of Cod. 


They ſhall appropriate to buſineſs, to devotion, their 
proper ſeaſons; ſtudying to ſpeak and to be filent, ta 
commend and to reprove, to give and to withhold, 
according to the rules of ſound judgment and the law 
of truth; that they may diſplay the majeſty of relic. 


gion; and that the world may know that he is fu< 
premely wiſe, by whoſe counſel they are guided. 


This judgment /hall dwell in the wilderneſs. In thoſe 


nations which formerly relembled a deſart on ac- 
| don 
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count of their having been neglected,” ungultiviccd, 
and baren, after the Spirit is ured on them from 
on high, glory ſhall d well, and judgment ſhall have 
among them a fixed habitation” The phraſe here 
uſed ſeems to have been taken from the practice of - 
judges and magiſtrates, of philoſophers-and teachers, | 
— adminiſter juſtice, and ingulcate leſſons of in- 
ſtruction, in houſes erected throughout the land for 
the purpoſe, which are reckoned the ornaments of a 
country. In like manner, according to this wary hy, | 
tion, divine ſtatutes: relative to faith. and worſhip. 
and good conduct, leſſons of truth and wiſdom, ſhould 
be publicly taught in certain places dedicated to theſe 
purpoſes, which: were to have a permanent eſtabliſh- 
ment in thoſe Kingdoms oY formerly” reſembled 
the deſart. 

Aud ri eld focfi OR 1 the freitful Feld. — 
ſcripture ſtile, righteouſneſs is the peculiar attainment 
of renewed men, who, through cordial ſubmiſſion to 
the righteouſneſs which is by faith- in Jeſus Chriſt, 
are admitted into favour with God, and comprehends 
the practice of all the duties and virtues of the ſpirits. 
ual life, which are required in the law of the Lord. 
adorn holy profeſſion, and glorify” God. In the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of this diſtinguiſhing badge of true 
Chriſtians, Jeſws Chriſt inſtructed his hearers in ftron 4 
terms, I-fay unte you, that except your rię A 
neſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
and Phariſces, ye thalt i in no caſe enter into the king- 
dom of heaven *. The high importance and be- 
nign influence of this righteouſneſs, is beautifully en- 
emplified in what is' recorded concerning Zachanah 
and Elizabeth, who were both righteous, not only 
before men, 'who judge by the outward appearance, 
but before God, who ſeeth the heart; whoſe judg- 
ment is according to truth. This happy ſtate they 
attained, not by the deeds of the law, whereby no 
man can be juſtified in the fight of God, but by the 
ann, of Chriſt. Wick is unto ** and 


* Marth v. 20. 
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all them that believe. As a proof that the grace of 


Sod was beſtowed upon them, they walked in all 


the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 


blameleſs; their religious and moral conduct were 


altogether inoffenſive; they indulged not in any ſin; 
they neglected not to perform any duty. Perſons 
of this amiable deſcription, who were themſelves righ- 
teous, and wrought righteouſneſs, according to this 
prophecy, were to remain in the fruitful field. Pla- 


cing their faith and hope on the everlaſting, righte- 


_ guſneſs of Meſſiah the Prince, and experiencing the 
fanctifying influence of the Spirit, they would ſtudy, 

from the beſt principles, to give unto God the 
chings that are God's; to man, the things that 
are man's. In their tranſactions with their bre. 
thren, they would be regulated by the perfect rule 
of equity delivered by Jeſus Chiiſt* All things what- 
ſoever you would that men ſhould do to you, do ye 


even ſo to them, for this is the law and the pro- 


* phets.” In the wilderneſs converted into a fruitful 
field, righteouſneſs ſhall abide throughout'all ages. 
A remarkable inſtance of this truth is mentioned by 
one of the fathers of the church, who ſays, that when 
he was at Milan, * A very poor man, who was deſtitute 
even of the neceſſaries of life, found a purſe con- 
4 taining 200 crowns. From ſtrict regard to equity, 
4b advertiſed what he had found; which he was 
ready to reſtore to its proper owner, on proying his 
property. The perſon who had loſt the money came 
« and verified his claim; on which the purſe was 
+ inſtantly reſtored to the proprietor, who offered the 


+ finder 20 crowns of reward, and urged him to take 


* I, or at leaſt 5, which was peremptorily refuſed. 

* The owner. — the money then threw down the 
_ + purſe, with theſe words: Since you will take no- 
* thing, I have loſt nothing.” What a pleaſing con- 
_ tention betwixt two righteous perſons! the earth was 
the theatre, God the ſpectator! whilſt you, my bre- 
_ thren, ought to admire, and imitate that righteouſ- 
refs, of which I have given you this inſtance. 1 f 
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By the glorious events foretold in hl and the 
preceding verſe, the predicted deſolation of Judea was 
to be terminated. To perceive the fulfilment of the 
prophecy, it may not be improper to obſerve, that 
the ancient prophets connect the pouring out of the 
Spirit, with the return of the Jews from captivity.at 
Babylon, and the eſtabliſhment of the kingdom « of 
the Meſſiah. To the former of theſe remarkable pe- 
riods, the following prediction, delivered by Gels 8 
ſervant Ezekiel, ſeems primarily to have referred: 

* I will take you from among the heathen, and ga- 
ther you out of all countries, and will bring you in- 
to your own land. — And I will put my Spirit with- 
in you, and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes*, . 
Then, this important bleſſing was accompanied with 

repentance of their former abominable'idolatry ; with 
return to God, and general - reformation, inſomuch 
that the poſterity of Lirael aſſumed a new appearance, 
like that of a fruitful field. Theſe things, however, 
were only a prelude to the more full accompliſhment 
of what we have been conſidering; at the time where- 


in the ſpiritual kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt was ereted; . 


when the Spirit of true converſion. was abundantly 
poured forth, not only on the houſe of Judah, and 
the inhabitants of — rs but upon the | Gentile 
nations. Then every article in the prophecy before 
us was fully. verified, and God — wen 
the faithfulneſs of his, word of promiſe. 8 


17 And the work of N ſhall be 
peace, and the effect of ene erg 
neſs and aſſurance for ever. 


Another happy: conſequence i is here ſpecified, re- 
ſulting from the enjoyment of the benefits above 
mentioned. There is a beautiful order, an intimate 
connection and dependance, that ſubſiſts between the 
bleſſings of divine grace; the poſſeſſion of one leads 


to a Tuition of another— The wor R of wn 25 


3 * See + chap. x xxxvi. 24. ef eg. 


ſhall be peace. The righteouſneſs whereof ee, 
ble mention is made by our Prophet, may be conſi. 
dered as compriſing whatever bears that deſignation 
in ſcripture, and is there attributed to the fervants 
of God. The righteouſneſs which they have in Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is emphatically denominated; the Lord 
* our. righteouſneſs ; by faith in whom, they are e- 
ſtimated righteous before God, conſiſts i in his perfect 
conformity to the law of God, which is its meaſure 
and ſtandard. The Son of God in human nature was 
graciouſly pleaſed to yield compleat obedience to ths , 
precepts it contains, and profound ſubmiſſion to death; 
which was threatened againſt man's tranſgreſſion; 
and thus he became the end of the law for righteouſ- 
neſs to every one that believeth. This is not the 
righteouſneſs of the law which Moſes thus deſcribeth, 
The man who doth theſe things ſhall hve by them, 
but the righteouſneſs of God without the law; wit. 
neſſed by the law and the prophets, which is by faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that be- 
lieve *. The work of this righteouſneſs ſhall be 
peace. It reſtores amity and friendſhip betwixt yr 
and man, who were formerly at variance ; the 
of God is thereby magnified ; ſufficient atonement 
is made for {in ; the ſpiritual enemies of the church 
are vanquiſhed; eternal redemption is obtained; the 
glad tidings of reconciliation are publiſhed ;-- and the 
Holy Spirit is given, to ſubdue every thing that _ 
poſeth itſelf to the obedience of God. In this man 
ner the everlaſting righteouſneſs of Mefliah operates 
peace, and opens the way for the refovdtion of the. 
* moſt deſirable tranquillity, | - 

Beſides, the people of God who are ini after 
his image in righteoutneſs, have all their powers and 
faculties renovated, reduced to proper order, and A 
beautiful regular ſubordination eſtabliſned 
them; ſo that they perform their ſeveral functions 
with alacrity and pleaſure. Concord and harmony 
—_ to * internal commotions, which former- 

* 


* Rom, i lil, 21, 22. 
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Ver. 15. PRO PHEC - i: 


ſoul. Being made partakers of the divine nature, and 
furniſhed with new principles of action, they are de- 
lightfully employed in fulfilling all righteouſneſs, in 
keeping judgment, and doing juſtice; at all times. 
They uniformly endeavour to maintain unbiaſſed rec- 
titude of conduct; to promote the welfare of ſociety; 
to ſeek the peace of thoſe among whom they dwellz 
to be upright and equitable in their tranſactions; ank 
faithful in diſcharging the duties of their ſeveral ca- 

pacities and ſtations. In the practice of this righte- 
ouſneſs, the moſt deſirable peace of mind is enjoyed. 
Wiſdom's ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 


« paths are peace ** < Ag many as walk according 


* to this rule, peace and mercy ſhall be upon them . 
Great peace have they who love God's law, and no- 
thing ſhall offend them. So excellent, ſo uſeful, is 
this ſacred peace which is the work of righteouſneſs, 
that the Apoſtle of the Gentiles affirms, that it paſſeth 
all underſtanding ; that it keeps the heart and mind 
through Chriſt Jeſus ; it preſerves them from being 
ſurpriſed by internal inſurrection, or annoyed by any 
external foe. It diſpels perplexing fears, it keeps off 

vexing griefs, corroding cares, fooliſh ſuſpicions and 
diſtruſt. Amidſt the diſſentions and afflictions, the 
diforders and tumults which every where abound, 


righteouſneſs with its concomitant, imparts the moſt 


1 tranquillity and ſatisfaction 7 we 05th OD 
nd the effect righteo 10%, quietneſs ang aſſurance 
for ever. One happy —— reſulting from 


is compoſed is quietneſs. The Hebrew word denotes 


the reſt of the dead in the dark and ſilent grave, 
where they are free from every diſquietuide,: and all 
ſenſe of trouble; and it is here transferred, to ſignify 
the undiſturbed repoſe which flows from a rectified - 
temper and conduct. Righteouſneſs not only com- 
municates that ſweet ſerenity to the mind, which pla- 
ces its poſſeſſor in a condition beſt adapted to ſecure * - 

Prov. iii; 17. + Gal. vi. 16, f Pal. cxix. 165. 


6 LECTURES ON THE Crap. XXI. 


the agreeable enjoyment of himſelf, and the mercies 
he receives; but it tends to reſtore and preſerve 
peace and harmony i in ſociety. ' It not only ſuppteſſes 
every uneaſy paſſion that would vex and moleſt us, 
but it tends to prevent and allay thoſe ſtorms that 
cannot otherwiſe be averted. It extends, enlarges, 
and perpetuates external tranquillity, until it em- 
brace, not only the upright among men, but their ene- 
mies; even the beaſts and the — the field ſhall 
not hurt; and then, like a great river, flows ſmooth- 
ly on to the end of its courſe, where its waters are _ 
ſorbed i in the immenſe ocean of love and joy. 

And aſſurance for ever. This is — bleſſed 
effect of righteouſneſs in the extenſive ſenſe that 
hath been aſſigned to it. This ineſtimable bene- 
fit communicates full perfuaſion of the accom- 
pliſhment of the faithful promifes of God, and 
Irm confidence in the divine favour. ' What can 
poſſibly give ſtronger proof of the benignity, the love, 
and wiſdom of God, than the obedience and death of 
his own Son, in order to bring in for us everlaſting 
righteouſneſs? and what can afford more ſatisfying 
evidence of having received this precious gift, than 
the practice of righteouſneſs, which is accompanied 
wich aſſurance to right hearted men in every age of 
the church? Wherefore, brethren, let my counſel 
de acceptable to you: Seek ye the Lord; feek righ- 
teouſneſs: if thou ſeekeſt her as filver, and ſearcheſt 
for her as for hid treaſures, then ſhalt thou under- 

I ſtand righteouſneſs, and judgment and equity, und 
every good path.” Be earneſt and frequent in prayer, 
until you obtain this grace, with its excellent fruits; 
then ſhall you find deliverance from evil; accept. 
ance with God; victory over enemies; peace of con. 
icience ; joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; affurance "—_— 
love; and in due time, the fruition of thoſe 

which are at his right hand for evermore. Morin you ſuf- 
fer for righteouſneſs ſake, it ſhall eonduce to your 
happineſs; though men may on that account con- 


demn you, God w 11 reer though friends may 
4 Hefert 


4 
* 
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deſert you, Jeſus Chriſt will confeſs: you. In ite, Re, 
you ſhall be revived with the proſpect of felicity ; 1 

ſorrow, you ſhall have am le yes of joy; in 

quietude, internal tranquillity; in temptation, a way 

of eſcape ſhall be opened; i 0 OT. 

life and immortality. LE 1 wy 


8 


1s And my people ſhall dwell i in 4 peace: 
able habitation, and in ſure . Pen and in 
ine reſting places. e oa 7 


eee ſecurity and foredom from *% males 
tion of enemies is likewiſe promiſed to the church, as 
another joyful fruit of the righteouſneſs wherewith 
they ſhould be bleſſed.— The perſons who Mere to 
enjoy this important benefit are deſigned the people 
of God—thoſe'whom.he hath choſen, redeemed and 
appropriated to himſelf, who are devoted to his fer- 
vice, and employed in ſhewing forth his praiſes. After 
the converſion of the Gentile nations to the faith and 
obedience of the goſpel, the peculiar people of the 
Moſt High were no longer to have their reſidence 
confined to the fertile country of Judea, but were to 
be diſperſed over the whole earth. In this view, to 
aſſure them of agreeable ſafety and tranquillity, va· 
rious expreſſions of ſimilar import are here uſed. Th 
ſhall dwell in a peaceable habitation, with all that ap- - 
pertains to them; their children, their ſervants, their 
flocks and fields, ſhall be free from trouble and diſ- 
turbance. Plenty of what is neceſſary to their com- 
fortable {| ubliſtence ſhall be allotted to them; hax- 
ww ſhall reign in their families; and of this pro- 
ſperity they ſhall have the peaceable poſſeſſi se 
from foreign invaſion, or domeſtic in | 
Naphtali, de with favour, and full with thi 155 = 
ſing of the Lord, they ſhall poſſeſs their places of a: 
bode ; ſo that men ſhall ſay, The Lord bleſs = 


— — 


* 


G habitation of righteouſneſs *. And in ſure Aru | 
li _ This n. ems to intimate the conti- 
„ "I 


SC TTRPSET Tu . e Loa a 


v1 1-00 Jer. xxxi. * 


| 


and fveetneſs to every comfort ; without it, tiches 
are no better than gilded thorns, which hurt thoſe 
who graſp them; honours are only empty bubbles, 
which expoſe thoſe who once poſſeſſed them to 
greater miſeries; even former health aggravates the 
affliction which takes it away. Sure dwellings, fixed 
places of reſidence, are therefore ſecured and fettled 
upon the church. It is added And in quiet reſting 
places, where they ſhall have not only food and rat- 
ment, but protection and defence from evil; reſt and 
repoſe with all thoſe ſubſtantial bleſſings, that may 
render their ſituation agrgeable and pleaſant, Pro- 


bably our Prophet had in view thoſe places which 
are conſecrated to the ſervice of God, wherein his 
people aſſembled for the ſolemn exerciſes. of divine 
worſhip, -. In- troub!ous times, theſe ſacred edifices 
are thrown down, or converted to other purpoſes, by 
the enenues of religion; or thoſe who convene in 
-are in various ways diſturbed and annoyed. At the 
happy period, in which this prediction received its 
fulfilment, the ſervants of God met together for mu- 
tual edification and comfort, to pay their united ho- 
mage to their Lord and Saviour, none making them 
afraid. There they found quiet and refreſhment, in 
the contemplation of the divine all · ſufficiency, and 
the perfect mediation of Jeſus Chriſt; there they 
were ſolaced with acceſs unto God; with the inſtruc- 
tions and promiſes of his faithful word; and the de- 
_ lightful ſociety of joint heirs of ſalvation.— Do you 
then make the Lord your refuge, even the Moſt High 
1 Jn habitation. Have recourle to him as your-dwel- 
Ang place and quiet reſt, not only in ſeaſons of trou- 
ble and danger, but upon all occaſions, and at all times. 


g ' 
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19 When it ſhall hail; coming down on the 
forelt; and the City ſhall be low 3 in a low x lace 


The time Sberem the"feoplZ'or GW were to te 
blefſed with ſafety and comfort, is pointed out as 
the ſeaſon in which divine judgments ſhould” be ex. 
ecuted on their 'enemies.—The foreſt here mention- 


ed muſt be viewed as repreſenting thoſe nations wWhicck 


are adverſe to the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, of which 
the Aſſyrian empire anciently was an eminent type, 
as we have repeatedly obſerved in the courſe of theſe 
lectures. Though hailſtones have ſometimes been 


the means of inflicting awful vengeance on the ene- 


mies of the church, as in the land of Egypt, and in 
the days of Joſhua, I ſuppoſe they are not to be lite 
rally, but ſymbollically, underſtood in the words be- 
fore us. The hail may denote the terrible calamities 
which Almighty God was to ſend upon the adverſa- 
ries of his people. Theſe judgments were to come 
down on the foreſt of adverſe kingdoms, with dread- 

ful fury and irreſiſtible force, ſo as to ſpread havock 
and deſolation among theſe who were ſignified by the 


lofty barren trees of the wood. In this alarming diſ- 


aſtrous period, the people of God were to reſide in 
the? ha jrations, in peace and/tranquillity;” Indeed 
this hath often happened. The patriarchs Abraham, 

Uaac, and Jacob, dwelt in quiet habitations in E- 
gypt, in Gerar, and in Padan-aram': In Goſhen their 
poſterity had ſure dwellings; 'in the wilderneſs they 
had reſting places, whilſt calamities of various kinds 
diſtreſſed their enemies. If God hath been ſo graci- 

ous to his ſaints'in paſt ages; if he here declares, 
that in future times the ſame "diverſity. of diſpenſa. 
tions ſhall be ſeen; we may juſtly expect Ur he 


will continue to fhew kindgels 18 them who! love. 


and ſerve him, {what he _ open. pee 
upon their fbes ? 

And the city ſb. 1 * b in 4 bb place; or! a8 
the Hebrety words are tranſlated on the margin of 


eme _ The * „di b be ul. _— abaſed.” hay 


| 


or TR \ Clap. XKXKIT, * 


70 


lon, the great and powerful metropolis; of the Aſſy- 
rian empire, ſeems to be the city intended, which, 
to a 


according to this prophecy, was to be reduced to 
very abject ſtate. That magnificent city, the ſeat o 
extenſive imperial power, was accordingly greatly 
depreſſed, firſt by means of Cyrus king of Perſia, 
and afterward at different times, until it was deſola- 
ted, neglected, and altogether diſappeared; ſo that 
hardly a veſtige of that renowned capital of Aſſyria 
now remains. Such is the inſtability of all human 
grandeur, and ſuch ſhall be the certain overthrow 
of all thoſe who are inimical to the people of God; 

whilſt they enjoy agreeable ſecurity and repoſe, 
with the ordinances of divine inſtitution. And as 
Babylon, in the prophetic ſtile, is analogous to the 


great city Rome, which hath long been hoſtile to 


the en of Jeſus Chriſt; ſo this part of the 
Ren eems ſtrongly to intimate, that Rome ſhal 
ewiſe be reduced to the moſt humiliating late. A 


20 Bleſſed are ye that ſow beſide all waters, 
that te aſe. forth ebicher TR feet. — N ox fed 
the. LITE : 


The laſt da effect of the liberal conan; 
cation of the Spirit from on high, is diligent -atten- 
tion to the advancement of the kingdom of God a- 
mong men. Iſaiah having declared that the wilder- 
neſs of the Gentile — was to become a fruitful 
field, foreſaw, by the Spirit of prophecy, the happy 
period wherein the apoſtles and miniſters of the Lord 

were to go forth Sage the land of Judea, to ſow the 
precious ſeed of the word of God in all the regions g 
the earth, eſpecially in thoſe places that were 
populous and moſt frequented. He foreſaw them 6. 
ſuing forth to prepare men of every country for the 
reception of the goſpel, by removing the prejudices, 
errors, and ſ > wy which oppoſe the extenſion 
of the Meſfiah's kingdom—to labour with aſliduity 


and zeal, ang they ound the ene of the 
| world, 
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world; WG Ger FF Opa 
come in; the boundaries of the church be enlar- 
ged, and the earth filled with the fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs. anne fully a; \his , 
view, he concludes this prediction, by extollin 

felicity who were to be thus employed, and = 
couraging them to proſecute with ardour the bleſſed 
work wherein they were engaged. This being the 
obvious deſign. of the words: under. confideration. 
their literal meaning muſt not be overlooked; but 
their figurative and ſpiritual ſenſe demands our chief 
attention. Whilſt they plainly indicate the:affluence  - 
and happineſs of righteous men at the time referred 
to, in the abundant increaſe of their corns and flocks, 


ariſing from their induſtry and good management of . 
agricultural affairs, in places peculiarly well adapted 


to huſbandry,—they point at the ſuperior felicity of 
thoſe who are ſucceſsfully employed in cultivating 
mens hearts, and in conveying.to them the precious 
truths of the everlaſtin g goſpel, 1 incoruptible 
ſeeds which live and abide: for ever. 

The perſons pronounced bleſſed are this that ſow 
befide all waters who with judgment and diligence 
diſperſe among the people the word of God, in a man- 
ner Auited to their various neceſſities and circumſtan- 
ces, in the pleaſing hope that it ſhall ſpring up and 
bring forth fruit unto everlaſting life. The holy ſcrip- 
tures contain the ſeed which they ſow and caſt into 
the hearts of men; the law, which. concludeth all 
under fin; and denounces awful threatenings againſt . 
tranſgreſſion, and the goſpel, which: Kare e 
tion from all iniquity, and britigs. to light life and 
on att, word of inſtruction, reproof, ex- 
Hortation, trial, comfort, or whatever is ſuited to the 
ſeveral conditions of thoſe to whom they miniſter. 
This ſeed they diſpenſe with perſevering induſtry; in 
the morning they ſow it, in the evening they with- 
hold not their hands; being inſtant in ſeaſon and 


out of ſeaſon. They ſow with much dexterity and 


_ WP — ——— the nature > SE the quantity of 
the 


the grain to the particular capacities and ſituations of 
thoſe from whom they expect to reap thirty, ſixty; 


and an hundred fold. They carefully attend to the 
moſt proper ſeaſons. of communicating: divine traths 


and precepts with the beſt advantage, ſo as no ſeed. 


may be loſt, but that all may yield plentiful increaſe. 
to praiſe, and honour, and glory. And, as here EXs | 
preſſed, they ſow beſide all waters; which, acco 
to the interpretation given by the angel in the b 
of Revelation, ſignify, peoples, and multitudes, and 
nations, and tongues x. Agreeable to this expoſi· 
tion, the perſons deſeribed explain and inculcate the 
word of God to all the populous kingdoms of the 
world; and in thoſe places eſpecially which ſeem beſt 
adapted to produce the largeſt returns for their: la- 
bour. This precious ſeed being quickened and wa- 
tered by the influences of the Spirit, yields ſuch plen- 
tiful increaſe as huſhandmen receive from the richeſt 
and moſt fertile ſoils which are ſituated by the nn | 
of rivers. 
T hat ſend forth thither the feet of the ox and the wy | 
| Theſe animals were anciently uſed in plowing the 
ground, and preparing it for the ſeed that was to be 
caſt into it. The uſeful ſervice they performed in a- 
griculture repreſented the far more valuable labours 
of the ſervants of God, whom he ſends forth into the 


world, that with induſtry and perſeverance they ma 


prepare the minds of men for receiving the goſpel 
which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; 
Land bringeth forth fruit, as it doth alſo in you, ſince 
- * the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in 
truth f. Perſons induftriouſly employed in this good 
work may expect to enjoy our Prophet's benediction. 
Happy, happy indeed, muſt they be who are enga- 
ged in the moſt honourable and glorious employment 
of being miniſters of the New Teſtament, not of the 
letter, but of the Spirit; of being workers together 
with God in promoting the ſalvation of mankind, and 
of eradicating from the human heart the longs of er- 
Rev. all: ns. + Cal. 6. 1 5 
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ror and vice, and beſprinkling them with the ſeeds 
of truth and virtue. Truly bleſſed are they who, in- 
ſtructed and aſſiſted by the Spirit of all grace, are 
faithful ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, miniſtering the goſ- 
pel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles 
might be acceptable, being fanctified by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt * “: ſick have the joyful-proſpe& of an 
abundant: recompenſe of reward. Diligence, dili- - 
gence. is the duty of the day; the call both of the 
Old and the New Teſtament: The Maſter, the work, 
and the fuccels, all unite in this demand, Soc befide 
all waters. How animating the enconragement, 


They that ſow in tears ſhall reap in joy, and- ſhalt 
_ * doubtleſs come again with OW bringing ther 


a ſheaves with them. 
Rom ws, 16; 
Von, M. 56657 RENO 
1 
[ N 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 
FPHE concluding part of the ſecond diſcourſe, con- | 


| tained in the third book of Ifaiah's prophecies, 


lies now before us. Having given a beautiful de- 
ſcription of the proſperous ſtate of the church after 
the return of the Jews from captivity at Babylon, and 


having mentioned the divine judgments that were to 
fall like hail upon Aſſyria and Babylon, our Prophet 
proceeds farther to depict the calamities which God, 
according to the law of retaliation, was about to in- 


flict upon thoſe who were to oppoſe and injure his 


people. The Aſſyrians invaded the land of Judea, 


and led captive its inhabitants, for the ſake of rapine 


and conqueſt ; but the Syrians harraſſed and afflicted 
them on account of religion; for which the Jews ſuf- 


fered from that people the moſt ſevere and violent 


perſecution, whilſt death in various ſhapes every where 


preſented itſelf to the confeffors of the truth. In ſuch 


a ſeaſon of peril and diſtreſs, the ſervants of God ſtood 
much in need of ſtrong conſolation, that thro' faith 


and patience of the ſcriptures they might have hope; 


and of divine inſtruction how they ought to behave 
under the preſſure of heavy calamities, and after their 
deliverance from trouble. Our Prophet, therefore, 
having been favoured with a clear repreſentation 


of the circumſtances that ſhould befal the people of 


God, at the period to which he now looked forward, 
proceeds to narrate the remarkable events which he - 
was inſtructed were then to happen.— This prophe- | 


tic oration commences with an addreſs to ſome migh- 


ty treacherous plunderer of the church of God; by 


whom they had been oppreſſed, and their land de- 
ſolated; againſt whom miſery and wo is denoun- 


ced, ver. 1.,—Then follows fervent ſupplication un- 


to God, that he would be pleaſed to grant to his 


people conſtant gracious aſſiſtance, which it is inti- 
mated would be attended with happy ſucceſs, v. 2, 3. 


— The overthrow of their enemies by means of di- 
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vine judgments, is attributed to Almighty God, who 
on that account is highly extolled, ver. 4, 5 Ahe 
beſt means of preſerving the divine favour and pro- 
tection, of which they had received ſubſtantial proofs, 
is next pointed out in v. 6.—A tragical deſcription is 

immediately introduced of the depopulated deplora- 
ble condition to which the land of Canaan was ſub- 
jected by, ſome powerful enraged enemy, v. 7—9. 


| —Jehovah'is next repreſented as preparing to exe- 


cute terrible vengeance on his own and his people's 
adverſaries, whom he would utterly deſtroy and con- 
ſume, v. 10—12,—A ſatisfying vindication is then 
brought forward of the equity of divine judgments, 
and of the awful . manifeſted upon this occa- 
fon, v. 13—16.—The flouriſhing ſtate of the church 
reſcued the oppreſſion of every adverſe power, 
happy under the care of the Lord of hoſts, whoſe glo- 
ry and beauty were then to be conſpicuous, is exhi- 
bited in an elegant diverſity of language, v. 17—20, 
— The diſcourſe conchades with reciting the precious 
benefits to be enjoyed by the church from the period 
here referred to, until the commencement I the 
New Teſtament diſpenſation, and the eſtabliſhment 


of the kingdom e. v. 21. to the end. 


” 4 * x * 
5 * 
f { = ne 1 
£ : 


HAP. XXXIE. 


W O to thee that ſpoileſt, and thou os 
ſpoiled; and dealeſt treacherouſly, and 
they dealt not treacherouſly with thee! when 
thou ſhalt ceaſe to ſpoil, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled; 
and when thou ſhalt make an end to deal trea- 


cherouſſy, they Ta. deal e with 


thee. 


Lſaiah n this Vain of his diſcourſe; by * 


n IO 9; 6h 2k * ſome perfidious 
| plunderer 
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plunderer of the people of God, from whom he- had 
not received any juſt ground of provocation. The 
peculiar characteriſtic whereby this object of divine 


vengeance is diſerimitated, requires ſerious attention, 


that we may diſcover the perſon againſt whom exact 
refribution is here threatened. He ſpoiled the land 
of Judea, pillaging with unrelenting violence and 
cruelty its inhabitants, depriving them of their pro- 


perty and poſſeſſions. He dealt treacherouſly and 


perfidiouſly with them, toward whom he ought- to 
have. acted with uprightneſs and integrity, endea- 
vouring, under ſpecious pretexts of ſolicitude for their 
welfare, to impoſe upon them, and defraud them of 
their guſt rights. This odious character accurately 


delineates the temper and practice of invaders of 


the inheritance of the Lord, who, inſtigated by the 


| Juſt of power, have moſt iniquitouſly filled the world 


with bloodſhed and devaſtation; and have acted to- 
ward the worſhippers of God with the utmoſt falſe- 
hood and cruelty. It ſeems, however, to have been 


directly intended, and to be peculiarly applicable ei- 
ther to Senacherib king of Aſſyria, or rather, as I ſup- 


poſe with the learned Vitringa, to Antiochus, firna- 
med Epiphanes, or the illuſtrious, king of Syria, that 
deſpicable, profligate, laſcivious, powerful perſecutor 
of the ſervants of Jehovah, whoſe perfidy and rapa- 
city correſponded with the deicription contained in 
this verſe. Indeed there ſeems to have been a more 
remarkable coincidence between the circumſtances. 


ſpeciſied in this prediction, and the conduct of this 


vile perſon, as he is called by the prophet Daniel, 
than that of the king of Aflyria.—The judgment 


_ threatened exactly ſuits the enormous crimes it was 


intended to puniſh, $44; 


"Fe free. Th nk nec he 
juſt recompenle of thy atrocious wickedneſs; with the 


Aame meaſure thou haſt meted to others, it ſhall bi 
meaſured to thee agam. In thy puniſhment, me 


ſhall ſee the portrait of thy deteſtable tranſgreſſions. 
The falſehcod and cruelty which thou haſt ſhewn to 
eee nn 
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other people, ſhall return upon thine own head. The 
„Lord is known by the judgment which he execu- 
« teth ; the wicked ſhall be ſnared in the work of his 
„own hands 5. Thy miſchief ſhall return upon 
thy own head, and thy violent dealing ſhall come 
down upon thy own pate f. And the world-ſhall 


acknowledge the equity of — — which re- 
turns the miſchief upon the y, which they in- 
flicted upon the innocent. The Lord is not only true 
and righteous in the puniſhment that he executes, 
but there is oft times a ſtriking reſemblance betwixt 
the ſin and the puniſnment. Thoſe who, by fraud 
and barbarity, have injured and diſtreſſed the ſervants 
of the Moſt High, ſhall be recompenſed according to 
their works; and ſhall experience, in the courſe of 
providence, that as they have done, it ſhall be done 
to them. Thus ſaith the Lord by the prophet Ha- 
bakkuk, * Becauſe thou haſt ſpoiled many nations, 
all the remnant of the people ſhall ſpoil thee $.* 
The ſentence pronounced upon Babylon runs thus : 
* Reward her as ſhe rewarded you g.“ And in the 
words before us, I ſuppoſe the perſecuting king of 
Syria, with his followers, is thus threatened : * Wo 
to thee that ſpoileſt, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled. Let us 
therefore unite with the angel of the waters, ſaying, 
Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and waſt, 
and ſhalt be; becauſe thou haſt judged thus: for 
they have ſhed the blood of ſaints and prophets, 
and thou haſt given them blood to drink, for they 
are worthy . 

When thou ſhalt ceaſe to ſpoil, &c. Theſe wortls 
mark the time wherein the threatened judgment 
ſhould be executed. The expreſſion doth not inti- 
mate that the perſon whom our Prophet had in view, 
was to deſiſt from rapine and -treachery, in conſe- 

quence of true repentance, which might have pre- 
vented the retribution of his crimes. It ſeems rather 
to nee that berg va EET the flagrant - 
3 enormities 


i 1 Pfal. i ix. 16. + Pfal. vii. 15, 16. + Chap. 1 i. 8. 
of Kev. xvii. 6. Ic xvi. 5. 6. 25 . 
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”  enorinities to which he had been addicted, and that 
the ſpoils which he had violently laid hold of, being 
nearly exhauſted, he thought little more could be 


gained by perſevering i in rapacity and robbery. His 
rancour and fury being in ſome meaſure abated, and 


his wicked career of injuſtice and oppreſſion, having 
rendered him completely odious and contemptible; 


a juſt recompenſe in kind was to be made to him, ac 
cording to the maxims of the divine procedure, which 
give the moſt explicit aſſurance on this ſubject. He 
that leadeth into captivity, ſhall go into captivity; 

< he that killeth with the ſword,” ſhall be killed by 
the ſword *.. Whoſo ſtoppeth his ears at the cry 
af the poor, he alſo ſhall cry himſelf, but ſhall not be 
heard f. Many inſtances might be adduced of the 
truth I have been illuſtrating. The inſidious perſe- 
cutors of Shadrach, Meſhech and Abednego, were caſt 
into the very furnace from which theſe innocent men 
were miraculouſly delivered. The accuſers of Daniel 


were thrown into the ſame den of lions from whence 
this beloved man was taken out in ſafety. Indeed, 
God ſeldom fails to give miſchievous cruel men to 
drink of the ſame cup which they put into the hands 
of his ſervants, as the moſt accurate obſervers of pro- 


vidence have uniformly acknowledged. On malig- 


nant perſons of this ſort God often ſets a mark, ven- 
geance doth not ſuffer them to live; ſo that no ſooner | 


is their work done, than proper retribution i is made 


to them for their crimes. Men ought, therefore, 


cautiouſly to avoid vexing and ſpoiling the people of 


God, who are the excellent ones of the earth, who 
are dear in God's s fight, who form the beſt ſociety i in 
the world, to which the Moſt High hath promiſed 


his divine preſence. No wonder then, that the Go- 
vernor among the nations hath ſolemnly declared, that 
thoſe who malign and haraſs the objects of his love 
uns care ſhall be CR er ö 


20 Lord, be gracious unto us; we have 
waited 
* Rev, xili, 10. + Prov. xxi. 13. | 
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waited for thee: Be chou their arm every 
morning, our falvation alſo in the time vga 
trouble.” *7 es 


Our Prophet, FOES the aha addriice fer, 
vent ſupphcation to God, that he would be pleaſed 
to favour them with his kind protection in the time 
of their affliction. The prayer is directed to.Jehovah; 
who, according to his' ee pleaſure, orders all 
human affairs, and by whoſe mercy and grace,” his 
people are preſerved alive upon the earth. They 
requeſt that God would be gracious unto them; that 


he wha have compaſſion upon them, and ſeaſona- 


bly ſhew them favour. They aſcribe nothing to their 
own merits; nothing to their own power; nor do 
they expreſs hopes of receiving human aid, which at 
this time could hardly be expected. On the ny, 
perceiving that they had greatly tranſgreſſed 

God, and fully perſuaded, that all their fature for- 
tunes depended entirely upon him; they humbly 
entreat, that he would be gracious—that as they ſuf- 
fered the greateſt hardſhips, and the moſt barbarous 
treatment from the malice of men, whom they had 
not injured, ſo they might experience merciful deli- 
verance from God, whoſe compaſſions fail not.— Je- 


hovah, my brethren, is infinitely, unchangeably, and 


ternally merciful and gracious in his on nature; 
but his diſpenſations vary according to his good plea- 


ſure, and the ſeveral fituations of his people. At one 


time they acknowledge that he ſhews them kindneſs 
with the utmoſt liberality ; and at another, when he 
reſtrains the communications of his favour, they ſay, 
Will he be gracious no more, in forgiving the evil 
we have done, in extricating us from the miſeries 
wherein we are involved, and conferring the benefits 


we have forfeited? On this occaſion, when God's 


judgments were abroad among them, ſenſible of their 
need of mercy and grace, they have recourſe to God: 


| Al- ſufficient, as their only city of refuge, as the only 


anchor 


anchor of their hope, 2 wer bey in be cf 


80 


trouble. 5 
We have waited hr thee, to whom we- deed: our 
prayers, and will look up. We wait for thee the - 
God of falvation, who ſeaſonably diſpenſes aſſiſtance 
and relief; according to the neceſſities of thy humble 
ſuppliants. This devout employment which does 
honour 'to God, and expreſſes the lively. expecta- 
tion of his Gaints, occupies and regulates the entire 
frame of their minds, reſpecting the diſpenſations of 
providence, and the accompliſhment of God's promi- 
ſes. Having explained this becoming temper, when 
treating of the grateful acknowledgment of the church 
recorded chap. xxv. 9. I ſhall not at preſent reſume 
the ſubject, but Proceed to conſider the en An- 
mediately ſubjoine t. 
Be thou their arm every morning, Sc. The W 
intercedes, not only for themſelves, but for their bre- 
thren, employed in counteracting the hoſtile defigns 
of their enemies—Entreating that the Lord of hoſts, 
who muſtereth the armies of battle, might by his 
invincible power (which is frequently the import of 
the arm of Jehovah mentioned in ſeripture) ſupport 
and defend them in executing their enterpriſes; that 
he would endow them with heroic courage, ſkill, and 
prudence; that he would preſerve them from diſcord; 
and every thing that might prove a reproach to the 
good cauſe in which they were embarked ; that he 
would render their way proſperous ; and enable them 
to vanquith their formidable adverſaries. Such ſeems 
to be the import of the requeſt which they were ſo- 
licitous might be granted every morning. The noble 
defenders of the truth being every day expoſed to 
new difficulties and dangers, they would daily-require 


new interpoſitions of divine providence in their be- of! 
half, which are entreated to be early and ſeaſonably cedi 
afforded to them; that light may ariſe upon them ed. 
amid the darkneſs of affliction and calamity.— Our ven 
ſalvation alſo in the time of trouble. The ſaints re- Our 


_ that Almighty God would be pleaſed, not only V 
to 
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to ſupport and protect by his omnipotent arm, their 
companions engaged in tlieir defence; but that he 
would grant them complete deliverance from the 
troubles with which they were diſtreſſed, Salvation 
belongeth' unto the Lord; it is his peculiar: "i 
tive, and he alone can beſtow it. He raiſes up ſa- 
viours whom he employs as inſtruments to reſous his 


people from their foes, and by whom he conveys to 


them this ineſtimable bleſſing; but on him alone en- 
tirely depends their effieacy and their ſucces. Truly 


in vain is ſalvation hoped for from the hills and 


the multitude of mountains * from the greateſt 
means, and the moſt powerful human affiſtance. In 
the Lord our God is the ſalvation of Iſrael. in this 
excellent prayer, dictated by the Spirit of grace, 
which is well adapted to our circumſtances, let us all 
cordially unite, eſpecially in troublous times. Freſh 
occafion of renewing our applications to the throne 


of grace is every day adminiſtered. Our temporal 


intereſts, what * to life, to health, to friends, to 
proſperity, to adverſity, and above all, our ſpiritual 
concerns, and the welfare of the church of God, ſug- 
geſt the propriety; the neceſſity of calling often on 
the Lord. Our ſafety and happineſs — -wholly 
upon him, and are intimately connected with the 
conduct of thoſe over whom we have no influence, 
and therefore reaſon and ſeripture n | 
frequently deg of God to be en e hee PL 2 


8 At the 4 of che tumah the peo ple 
fled : at the lifting up; of . re the nations 
were ſcattered. ont 

The e inttorpaliticn of Jehova i in Rat 
of his afflicted people, as T0 happy effect of the pre- 
ceding fervent ſapplica is immediately fubj om. 
ed. The tranſlati che B part ef this'vs | 


ven by the learned Dr Lowth, ſeems-preferable 80 2 


our * erm Which 18 very obſcure. The 
Vor. III. | L | Biſhop 


4 Jer. 111. 23. 2M 


Biſhop. renders it, 4 oo thy terrible Hole, the peo - 
ple fled.” According to this interpretation, the 
words exhibit a lively —— of a ſudden general a. 


larm, occaſioned by ſome awful tremenduous/'voice, 


proceeding from the Moſt High, whereby the ene- 


mies of his people, who were afſembled in gueat num - 


bers, affrighted and aſtoniſhed, fled in confuſion with 


the utmoſt precipitation, Being in in this manner in- 


timidated, they were wholly diſperſed and entirely 
routed: In conſequence of this wonderful interpo- 
fition in behalf of the church, we may adopt the 
words of a beautiful hymn addreſſed ta God, At 
thy rebuke they fled; at the waer of thy thunder 


| cher haſted mn . 


At the lifting up of thy/elf the nations were  ſeattered, 


The lifting up, or exaltation of Jehovah, may denote 
the glorious diſplays which he gave of his majeſty, 


power, and righteouſneſs, 1 in the diſperſion and over- 


throw of the inveterate enemies of his upright; ſer- 
vants, who were driven away as chaff before the wind. 


How highly elevated above all oppoſition, doth God 
appear, when he infatuates and turns their counſels 
into fooliſhneſs ; when he deprives them of wiſdom 
and: prudence, ſo that their folly becomes conſpicu- 
ous! What incomparable majeſty and grandeur doth 
he manifeſt, when he bereaves them of judgment 
and underſtanding, that they act — 


ence of rage and fury, like madmen, who miſapply 


len 


their great ſtrength to miſchievous purpoſes Wh 


he ſtrikes them with terror and conſternation, diveſts 
them of ſpirit and courage, fo that they become. weak 


and timid. Thus diſpirited, miſguided, and difarmed, 
their hands cannot perform their enterpriſes. By 


few diſpenſations of providence is Gd — 


nified as by the diſperſion of the nations which are 
adverſe to the intereſts of his kingdom. He there- 
by ſhews to the world, that he is high above all 
gods, that he is mightier than the tumults of 
the people . Ah no ae, can n his Pow. 


Ex; 
* Pſalm « civ. * | 
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1 
er; that no ſu ſubtilty can eſcape his obſervation; obſervation; 
or prevent the accompliſhment of his defigns. 15 
ſuch diſpenſations, mercy is magniſied, power is 
mired, wiſdom is adored, righteouſneſs is vindicated, 
and faithfulneſs is celebrated. Let us then improve 
ſeaſons of affliction, and impending danger, in earneſt 
ſupplication to God, who is a ſtrength to the needy in 
his diſtreſs. In times of this ſort, the Iſraelites, and 
afterwards the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, were moſt in- 
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ſtant in ſueceſsful prayer. Every trouble reminds 


us of God, and every ſignal deliverance whereby he 
is exalted, affords a powerful argument and encou- 


the Lord, and his frength, and his | 


face for evermore. 

4 And your ſpoil ſhall be eathered Abe the 

gathering of the caterpillar: as the running to 

and fro of locuſts ſhall he run upon them. 
In theſe words, which ſeem to be directed to thoſe 


who had ſpoiled the people of God, they are inform- 


ed, that in conſequence. of their conqueſt and flight, 
their ſpoils ſhould be collected by thoſe whom they 

had formerly rifled and plundered. — The ſubject is 
Huſtrated by two tudes, with which Iſaiah's 

countrymen were well acquainted. The firſt is taken 
from the inſect called the caterpillar, which appear 
in vaſt numbers promiſcuouſly without obſerving any 
order, and direct their courſe into ſome field that is 
planted or ſown, and faſtening on its fruits or corns, 
they gather and conſume whatever affords them ſup- 
port and proviſion. In like manner, the Ifraelites 
reſcued from the nach of their opprefiors, were to 
convene, without regard to order, in great multitudes; 
that they might ſeize upon the booty of thoſe who 
had ſpoiled and robbed them. As caterpillars tear 


off the leaves from the trees, and the blades from the 


ſhrubs and the corns, devouring and collecting for their 
own uſe whatever they find agreeable ; ſo the poſte | 

rity of Jacob, were to gather in the camps and fields 
of thoſe who had 2788 25 them, whatever ſeemed 


to 


o 
to be, — and uſeful, that they * nd it 
to their own purpoſes. As caterpillars feed in the 
fields whereon they alight, without fear of | | 
or injury, and perſevere. in their deſtructive opera 
tions, until every thing conducive to their advantage 
18 conſumed ; ſo the Iſraelites were, without diſmay, 


to lay hold of. the pillage of their adverſaries, from 


which they would not deſiſt until it was altogether cok 
lected.— As the running to and fro of locuſts, &. The 
ſecond ſimilitude is taken from the inſect called the 


locuſt, which having long legs, runs hither and thither 


with great agility in thoſe places where it frequents. 


Their ſwift irregular motions are here mentioned, as 


preſenting a ſignificant emblem of the inhabitants of 
Canaan, running with . rapidity, in every direction, 
with the ſpoils | + 
gathered at their pleaſure, every one taking that part 
of the pillage that ſeemed to him moſt deſirable. 
The happineſs and; joy felt by the conquerors of a 
defeated army, who after a ſtrong and dubious con- 
teſt, having obtained the victory, find great i} 
repreſents the ſtill greater telicity and triumph whic 
the ſervants of ja gti perience in the treaſure of his 
bleſſed word. The = the joy, and the comfort 
which it imparts to thoſe who ſearch into its hidden 
ſtores, are inexpreſſible, and far exceed whatever re- 
ſults from the moſt glorious conqueſt, and the gollec+ 
tion of the moſt valuable ſpoils on earth. Permit 
me, therefore, to embrace this opportunity of calling 
you to aſpire after the high ee derived from 
the teſtimonies of God, by the upright among men, 
Though the prophecy under conſideration hath 
been applied by ſome learned commentators to the 
Aſſyrian inyaſion of Jugea, and the ſubſequent judg- 


ments inflicted upon theſe implacable enemies of 
the people of God; I rather ſuppoſe, that our pre- 
phet, who had already predicted theſe important e: 
vents, treats in this excellent diſcourſe, of the dreadful 
perſecution raiſed by the Syrians againſt the church 
of God, Hs Py delive erance from oppreſlion, and 
> © the 
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their oppreſlors, which they had 
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having ſuſtained a long ſeries of calamities“ 


WST ͤ⁰ . Un Men nn, 


c 


the overthrow of the kingdom.” of Bn after 


opinion, I am inclined to adopt for various reaſon 

too tedious to mention, and particularly on account 
of the exact correſpondence of - the' ſeveral 'of 

this prophecy with the circumſtances relate by the 
writer of the books of the Maccabees. Antiochus 
Epiphanes, who reigned over Syria in the one hun- 
dred and forty- third year of the Grecian empire, 
went againſt Iſrael and Jeruſalem with a great mul- 
titude ; he ſpoiled the city, and ſet it on fire; he en- 

tered the ſanctuary, and took away the golden altar, 
with all the precious veſſels and hidden treaſures which 
he found, — he ſpake peaceably unto 


them; he committed the moſt barbarous .cruelties, 


and practiſed the moſt deteſtible perfidy *. This ſeems 
to be the ſpoiler who. dealt treacherouſly, This mur- 
derer and blaſphemer (ſaith the hiſtorian, 2 Mac. 


chap. ix. 28.) having ſuffered moſt grievoully, as he 


treated other men, died a miſerable death in a ftrange 
country. The prayer preſented: to God, and its 

happy ſucceſs, bears a ſtriking reſemblance to the 
ſupplication, and its effects, recorded 1 Mac. iv. 30. 


et ſeq. and 2 Mac. x. 25. et ſeg. The predic- 


tion relative to the gathering of the ſpoil, was re- 
markably verified when the Jews were made ſtrong, - 
by the armour and large quantity of ſpoils, which they 
took of the armies which they ee, 2 Mac. VI. 6, 


5 The Ind 3 is extieed:; for he dvellech on 
high: he hath bleſſed Zion with Ju zment 4 | 
righteouſneſs, | e 1 Yigg 


2 | | 7 


The praiſes of 3 are in in this verſe 
on account of the illuſtrious diſplay given of his mt? 
jeſty, righteouſneſs,, power, and grace, in em 5 
his people from thraldom, and overthrowing their ene- 


mies. He is firſt extolled becauſe he dꝛuelleth on high, \ 


having | his leat i m the ndr glory, which is far K — 
bove | 
. iy 1 Mac, cx. i 
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bove the viſible heavens, where are exhibited the ſym 
bols of his divine pre reſence and grandeur. Though by 
the immenſity of his nature he is preſent every where; 
heaven is his dwelling place, the habitation of his 
holineſs, and of his glory, where he'mariffefts, to ad- 
miring celeſtial hoſts, his infinite excellencies and tran- 
ſcendant beauty. For this reaſon he is frequently 
magnified by the ſaints in thoſe ſacred odes compoſed 
for the uſe of the church. Thus the inraptured poet 
exclaims, Who is like unto the Lord our God, who 
dwelleth on high *.” And in- the words before us, 
the Lord is exalted, for he dwelleth on high. He is 
alſo exalted, For he hath filled Zion wvith judgment and 
righteouſneſs. By the events referred to, he hath 
given public demonſtration to all nations, that he is 
the one true God, the righteous governor of the 
world, the defender of his church, who avenges the 
wrongs done to them; that he obſerves all the in juries 
which they ſuſtain, and in his appointed time will 
interpoſe for their deliverance. By inflicting juſt 
judgments, he hath puniſhed the wicked and profane, 
he hath detected the inſincere and hypocritical, and 
diſcriminated them from the upright and the righte- 
ous ; whilſt he hath tried, approved, and defended 
the genuine confeſſors of the truth. By theſe and 
ſimilar diſpenſations, Zion, the church of God hath 
been purged of falſe profeſſors, vindicated from the 

tyranny of their avertaies; ; whilft right hearted men 
have been incited to the diligent ſtudy and practice 
of true piety, holineſs, and virtue. Thus this pre.” 
dition was remarkably verified at the time to which 
our prophet looked forward, when according to the 
word of the Lord, by Zechariah, « In all the land two 
parts ſhall be cut off and die. And I will bring the 
© third part through the fire, and will refine them'as 
« filver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried + 
tc. —The magnificence and glory of Jehovah, who is 
highly exalted above all nations, illuſtriouſſy diſplayed 
m8 * the enemies of his people, and in puri- 


tying 


5 * Pſal. cxili. 5. + Chap. xiii. 9. 
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fying his church, ought to induce us to celebrate the 


praiſes of his great name, and to extol the halineſs of 


his ure, in which juſtice and mercy are always 
wiſely blended together, W (ia 8 
terrible name for it is holy *.!. pn e AN. 3 1 


6 And wiſdom, and e Bal mall the 


a ſtability of thy times, and ſtrenigth of wry . 


tion: che fear of the LORD ir his treaſure. |: 


This ſublime ſentiment, addrefied'? to rye 
ruler of the people of God. clearly ſhews in what 
manner their e and felicity are ta, be pre- 
ſerved and perpetuated. The only way by which a 


nation can have its happineſs extended, is by wiſ- 


dom, knowledge, and the fear of the Lord. Theſe 


are the ſupports of a ſtate; 2 eſtabliſhment 
to the period wherein they — Wiſdom and 
knowledge, though intimately connected, ought to 


be diſtinguiſhed, Knowledge, which precedes wil- | 


dom, conſiſts in acquaintance with the nature, the 


qualities, the relations, and ends of the various objects 


of contemplation: and ftudy, and ſtands oppoſed to 
ignorance and want of information. Wiſdam chiefly 
reſpects practice, and teaches to purſue the | higheſt 
and moſt valuble ends, by the beſt and: moſt! 2 


dle means; ſo that according to the proverb, it is pro- 


fitable to direct, and forms a counterpart to fully or 
want of prudenoe. There may be much knowledge 
where there is little wiſdom ; but wifdom neceflarily | 


ſuppoſes ſome meaſure of knowledge. . As there is 


2 natural knowledge which puffeth up, and a worldly 
wiſdom which God will bring to nought; ſo there is 
2 ſpiritual knowledge, and divine wiſdom, K God 
giveth to them that are good in his fi The 
— here ſpaken of, is that valuab i 
tion which is attained by the careful inveſtigation of 
the ways of God, and the diligent ſtudy of the holy | 
eee hich through the divine + bleding, _ | 


* F xcix. . 3. 
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duce true repentaries- and reformation] unſhakert 
confidence in the promiſes of Jehovah, 4 clear um: | 
- derftandingof the way of ſalvation, and the willof God, 
with the exerciſe of true godlineſs and every virtte: | 

The wiſdom intended by our Prophet, is that excel 
lent diſpoſition whereby the pecular people of God, 
under the conduct of inAified' realdtx/ f | 
principles and intimate acquaintance with the word 
of God, prudently and eircumſpectly adjuſt. their aco- 
tions, ſo as they may moſt effectually advance the 
glory « of God, | the edification of their neighbour, and 
their own” ſalvation! Theſe important: qualifications 
extending their benign influence not only to the ru- 
lers of the ſtate, but diffuſing; themſelves duch he 
whole maſs of the Wo, 

Sail be the flability of thy times. | They ſhall im- | 
part ſupport and firmneſs, continuance and per- 
petuity to the roſperous ſeaſon, and yield yahuable | 
opportunities be improving the eſtabliſhment of the 
church, and extending their tranquillity, They who 
compoſe this ſelect ſociety, poſſeſſing theſe valuable 
endowments, ſhall act with ſuch intelligence and 
tkill, and adopt ſuch judicious prudent meaſures, as 
ſhall promote not. only their own individual ſtedfaft- 
nels, but the proſperity of the whole collective body; 
which: ſhall reſt not on an uncertain, but on a firm 
foundation. And Atrength of ſalvation. Wiſdom and 
knowledge ſhall invigorate, confirm, and extend the 
poſſeſſion of the ſalvation you have attained ; they. 
thall excite the lively expectation of the farther and 
more full enjoyment of this ineſtimable benefit, both 
in this and the future world. They ſhall conduce . 
to perpetuate the happineſs efulting from the deli- 
verances that you have experienced, and to lengthen 
your proſperity. They are indiſpenſibly requiſite to 
ſpiritual ſalvation. Is not the illumination of the 
mind, and acquaintance with divine truths, effentially 
neceſſary to reſcue from the power of dar kneſs, and 
do direct in the paths of righteouſneſs? Is not the: 

| proſecution of the GY _ Kh the beſt means * 

equ 
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equal neceſſity to preſerve from ſeeking our own 
glory, and to deliver from the ſervice of divers luſts 
and pleaſures. Bleſſed with theſe noble acquiſitions, 
which are eſſential ingredients in ſalvation, wherein 
much of its ſtrength conſiſts; you may look forward 
with hope and joy, to its confammation i in complete 
freedom x Hom all evil, and the undiſturbed poſſeſſion 7 
of all good.—Surely I may now with a good grace 
urge you y to ſeek for, wiſdom and know. 
ledge, which Solomon calls the principal thing; to the 
attainment of which you qught to apply Four hearts, i 
and to bend your ſtudies. They are gaod and 1. 
fect gifts which come from above, and proceed 
the Father of nights. They are pure, free from oy 
and baſe mixture, from corruption and pollution 
they are peaceable, neither injuring other people, 
nor avenging the wrongs: they have ſuſtained ;. but 
following the things that make for peace and edifi- 
cation tbey are gentle, moderate in their ſenti- 
ments and converſation, and mild in cenfures and in 
conduct Eaſy to be intreated, to be diſſuaded from 
what is bad, and perſuaded to what is good and uſe 
ful—Full of mercy ; ready to relieye thoſe that are 
in want, and to forgive thoſe who have offended _ 
And of good fruits of holineſs and righteouſneſs, 
which through: Jeſus Chriſt, are to the glory of God. 
The fear of the Lord is his treaſure. Fear is a 
ſtrong paſſion, which the author of nature hath im» 
lanted in the human mind, ariſing from the ſen- 
{ation or prodpe pect of ſome real or ſuppoſed evil; it is 
highly uſeful to guard againſt danger, and to regulate 
human conduct. The fear of the Lord is a devout. 
1 that God conveys into the 7 of his peo- 
ple, which produces moſt important effects on their 
temper and practice, and extends its ſal inſfu- 
* the b of life. 7 2 — — | by: 
humble LEVEIENCE majeſty an tions of 
Jehovah, who is match great, and greatly to he 
feared. It occupies the mind with a ſacred awe &f _ 
the divine N that * to e RE 
Dl III. M and 
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| 2 vigilance, tliat guards againſt ſin, and ſtimulates 
to the faithful performance of duty. It fills the heart, 
not with flaviſh dread and terror of the judgments "| 
the Almighty, but with ſuch a ſolemn apprehenſion 
and awe of them, as proves a powerful reſtraint from 
evil. It diſpoſes devoutly to admire. the divine excel- 
lencies, to celebrate the praiſes of infinite goodneſs, to 
live under the ſenſe of his immediate inſpection, who 
trieth the reins ; whilſt it repreſſes diſtreſſing timidi- 
ty and anxiety as to worldly objects. This 'becom- 
ing tempel is emphatically ſaid to be his treaſure 
who dwelleth in Zion, the church of God, which he 
hath filled with righteouſneſs. It juſtly merits this 
deſcription, on account of its real worth and excel- 
lence, being one of thoſe precious benefits which God 
confers upon his ſervants who are devoted to this 
fear. It is a treaſure which this world cannot afford, 
which the grace of the Moſt High only imparts, and 
gives only to the choſen and called of God. It is a 
treaſure depoſited in the hearts of the faithful ; that 
it may be there kept ſafe, and brought into view for 
uſeful purpoſes, on every proper occaſion. It is a 
treaſure which cannot be poſſeſſed without jealouſy, 
without caution, and without joy; and gives true 
- happineſs to all who eſteem it, and act under its in- 
fluence. It is a treaſure which conveys immenſe 
riches to its poſſeſſors; for where it is laid up, there 
are the precious fruits of the divine fayour, the 
pledges of eternal ſalvation, with every bleſſing re. 
quiſite to true felicity. — That. you may enjoy this. 
precious treaſure of the fear of the Lord, endeavour 
to acquire increaſing acquaintance with the perfec- | 
tions and glory of Jehovah. Frequently contemplate 
the various diſplays given of them in the works and 
word of God, and render them familiar to your minds, 
until you find thoſe correſponding diſpoſitions ariſe 
in your ſouls which they are intended to excite. Be 
tervent in prayer to the God of all grace, that by his 
Spirit he may put within you this holy fear, and en- 
able you effectually to diſcover its influence in the 

whole of your temper and conduct. 
Behold g 
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my 7 Behold, their valiant ones ſhall cry with- 
out: the ambaſſadors of peace ſhall weep bit- 
ei en > 33 


Our Prophet next deſcribes, in a moving manner, 
various circumſtances relative to the great calamities 
inflicted upon the people of God, by the perfidious 
{poiler againſt whom he had denounced Wo and mi- 
ſery.—The valiant; the ſtouteſt and braveſt perſpns 
in the land, who were remarkable for "ſtrength and 
yalour, the chief officers in the army, the leaders bf 
the people, renowned for heroic courage and prow- 
_eſs.—[Intimidated by their preſent perilous condition, 
and the forlorn ſituation of their countrymen in im- 
minent danger, were to cry without, loudly bewailing 
with bitter lamentations, the compſicated diſtreſſes 
to, which they and their fellow citizens were reduced; 
and with loud cries and earneſt ſupplications to intreat 
the divine interpoſition in their behalf. Te ambaſſa- 
dors of peace ſhall weep bitterly. The meſſengers of the 
Lord of hoſts who were delegated: to the important 
work of negotiating peace betwixt God and man, 
whoſe office was to maintain the honour of Jehovah, 
to offer ſacrifices for ſin, and to bring men into a ſtate 
of reconciliation with their Maker. Perſons. of this 
character having been expelled from Jeruſalem, and 
the temple, wherein they had been accuſtomed to'of- 
ficiate; were to ſhew the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of for- 
row and anguiſh, for- the loſs of the privileges they 
had long enjoyed, and the many hardſhips which 
they now ſuffered. It is unneceſſary to enlarge; the 
words before us fimply narrate the afflictive condi- 
tion to which perſons of the greateſt reſpectability, 
men holding the higheſt offices in the ſtate and in tlie 
church, were to be reduced, at the period to which 
this prediction referred. The greateſt, as well as the 
leaſt, were to be. involved in the general calamity, 
and to give ſtriking proofs of their grief and diſtreſs. 


$ The high ways lie waſte; the wayfaring 
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man ceaſeth: he hath broken the covenant ; 3 


be hath deſpiſed the cities ; he nach no 
man. 


to Jeruſalem to obſerve 
ppointed ſolemnities, and returning home from 
the ſacred feſtivals, were at this period to be deſert- 
| ed by thoſe why had been accuſtomed to frequent 
them. In conſequence whereof, being neglected and 


not kept in repair, they would aſſume a deſolate ap- 


pearance.— e hath broken. the covenant. The power- 


ful perfidious enemy of the men of Judah made void 


the covenant, which that 


people had entered into 


with God, when they ſolemnly engaged religiouſly 
to obſerve the inſtitutions of divine 3 and the 
commandments of the divine law, by ſtrictly 


hibiting, and forcibly obliging them to abſtain 
the ſervice of God, and the obedience of his £0 


cepts. He bath deſpiſed, the cities. Peſtitute of all 


regard to truth and equity, he contemned all the re- 
monſtrances, petitions for mercy, and appeals to juſ. 


tice, which were preſented to him by the dliſtrelled © 


inhabitants of the moſt populous reſpectable cities in 


Judea.— He regarded no man. 


He paid not the leaſt 


reſpect to pertons of any ſtation, of any character, 


age, or condition; he ſhewed no favour to the ho- _ 
nourable, nor compaſſion to the = 
How deplorable at this timę inuſt hav 
of the land and of its inhabitants. il 


and helpleſs. 
ave been the FT : 


9 The earth mourneth and languiſheth; Ie 


like 


ffecting re- 
reſentation is given of the univerſal deſolation Which 
pro overſpread the land of Judea, by means of the 
mercileſs ravages of the inveterate enemies of the 
Jews.—Trade and commerce, as well as the public 
exerciſes of religion, being neglected, the high ways, 
that in former times were occupied by vaſt numbers 
of travellers, going on buſineſs from plage to place ; 
at ſtated ald reſortin 


1% 
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ke a wilderneſs; and Baſhan and 
| ſhake off heir fruifr. * 


The lamentable conſequences of _ 3 de- 
vaſtation are here drawn in ſtrong and glowing c- 
Jours.—The earth, which formerly ſeemed to be glad, 
and to rejoice in yielding rich luxuriant crops, for the 
uſe of man and beaſt, now aſſumed a dreary gloomy 
aſpect, as if ſenſible of its deſolate condition. The 
people of Judea, deeply diſtreſſed by their calamitous 
ſtate, were in plaintive ſtrains to mourn over the com 
plicated miſeries which they ſuſtained; they were to 
droop arid languiſh through great t affliction and ſor- 
row.—Lebanon is aſhamed. In the ſequel of this 


beautiful deſcription, character and action are ele- 


gantly aſſigned to inanimate objects, to which are 


attributed a degree of life and ſentiment ſuited to the 


mournful occafion. A probable, but fictitious paſſion 
of ſhame is aſcribed to Lebanon, a celebrated moun- 
tain in the land of Judea. Had the magnificent fo- 
reſt with which it was covered, been capable of ſen- 


ſations felt by the human kind, it would have bluſh. 
ed for having been ſtript of the lofty cedars where- 


with it was clothed, that they might be applied in 


conſtructing military inſtruments and engines. Shba- 


ron is like a wilderneſt. Sharon was the name of a 
very rich and fertile country, ſituated between Ce- 


ſarea and Joppa, toward the Mediterranean Sea, where 
large floc ks of fine cattle were fed. It abounded not 


only with the fineſt corns and graſs, but with the 
beſt vines, and the moſt beautiful flowers and roſes. 
This diſtri of the land of Judah, remarkable tor its 
luxuriant productions, was entirely to change its ap- 


pearance, and to reſemble a barren uncultivated de- 


art.— And Baſban and Carmel ſhake off their fruits. ' 


The land of Baſhan was ſituated beyond Jordan, and 


was ſometimes called the land of giants, on account 
of the large ſtaturè of the inhabitants who once d welt 


in that country. The ſoil was exceedingly rich and 


fruitful ; ſo that the bulls, the rams, and the lambs 
which 


n—_ 


94 LECTURES ON THE | Cray, xXXIII 


which were bred there, were eſteemed the babe 
ſtrongeſt, and fatteſt that could be found throug 
Canaan. Even the trees, as well as the I and 
the eattle, were famous on account of their great 
ſize and uncommon excellence. Carmel was like- 
wiſe a very fertile mountain, covered with vines, 
fruit trees, corns, and paſturage. It is celebrated for 
having been the place where ſeveral important tranſ- 
actions happened that are recorded in ſacred hiſtory. 
Elijah the prophet there contended with the pro- 
phets of Baal, who were all ſlain. At the period 
whereof our Prophet ſpeaks, ſuch was the deplora- 
ble ſtate of Judea, that thoſe places which had han 
moſt remarkable for fertility, and beauty, ſpoiled of 
the cattle, the corns, and the vines, with which they 
were formerly covered, ſhould become like a wilder- 
neſs, deſtitute of proviſion and comfort; ſo that thoſe 
| who reſorted thither, were to become a prey to their 
ferocious enemies, Why all this deſolation, ſo often 
threatened, ſo often executed, and ſo often deſcrib; 
ed, but that people, who behold, or are informed of 
theſe direful calamities, may be reſtrained from thoſe 
ſins whereby they were incurred; that they may be 
inſtructed in the awful effects of the divine diſplea- 
ſure, warned of their danger, and the indiſpenſible 
neceſlity of true repentance.—This prediction was 
| accompliſhed when Jeruſalem lay void as a wilder; 
| neſs; there was none of her children went in or out, 
the ſanctuary alſo was trodden down, and aliens kept 
the ſtrong bold And the diſtrefled inhabitants. of 
the land aſſembled, and cried with a loud voice to- 
ward heaven, * How ſhall we be able to fand, except 
thou, O God, be our help“? H. * 


10 Now will I riſe, faith the Ip no 
will 1 be exalted; now will I lift up myſelf. 


Iehovah is here introduced ſpeaking after the man- 
ner ofa mighty prince, determined to reſcue his peace: 
2 ſub jects from opprefen'; and to inflict righteous 

| Fo vengeance 
See 1 Mac. ui. 45. et /eq. 
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vengeance on their inſolent enemies. The meaſüre 


of their iniquities being filled up, and God having . 


exerciſed much long ſuffering toward them, he was 
going illuſtriouſiy to diſplay his glory by ſeverely pu- 
niſhing their enormous wickedneſs. Now will I riſe; 
after having ſhewn-for a conſiderable time, forbear= 
ance toward the treacherous adyerfaries of my people, 
and the time . of their triumph being over. I have 
reſolutely purpoſed to repay all the injuries they have 
done to my inheritance.—Now will be — The. 
glory of my majeſty, power, and righteouſneſs, in vin 
dicating my people nen the wrongs they have ſuſ- 
tained, ſhall be manifeſted before all nations; and 


thus will I make my name to be revered and honour- 


ed throughout all the earth. Næu will I lift up my- 


/elf. This is the proper opportunity, the time ap- 


propriated in my decree, as moſt favourable for the 
exhibition of my glory, before the eyes of men with 
the higheſt advantage. The repetition of the word 


noꝛo plainly intimates, that the period marked by the 


calamities mentioned in ver. g. was the time wherein 
the Almighty was to interpoſe without delay, in fa- 


vour of his oppreſſed church.—In due time, Jehovah 
will certainly be exalted in the puniſhment of thoſe 


who contemn and abuſe his ſervants. The Philiſtines 
who dealt deſpitefully with his people, became the 
objects of awful vengeance, with furious rebukes. - 
Becauſe the Ammonites, the Moabites, and the Edom- 
ites diſtreſſed them, they were cut off and extermis 
nated, and the Syrians who ſpoiled and dealt per- 
fidiouſly with them, the Lord recompenſed according 
to their deeds. Let injured innocence then be com- 
forted with the thoughts of an approaching day, when 
the Lord will ariſe in his anger, lift; up himſelf, be- 
cauſe of the rage of his enemies, and awake for the 
judgment he hath commanded *. 


11 Ve ſhall conceive chaff; ye ſhall DER 


forth ſtubble: your breath as fire ſhall devour | 


you. 
F vii. 6 ts The 
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The vanity and inefficacy of the devices formed 
of the church are here repreſented in 
fignificant figurative language. Chaff you know is 
the covering wherein the corn is wrapt, until it is ſe- 
parated from it by the flail, or ſome other inſtrument. 
Being exceeding light and little worth, jt exhibits a 
—— the vain fruitleſs ſchemes formed by | 
wicked men, to deſtroy the people of God. Theſe 
empty projects were the chaff which our Prophet de- 
elares that the perſons whom: he addreſſes were to 
cContrive.— Te ſhall bring forth, &c. Stubble is that 
portion of the ſtraw which is left on the ground after 
the corn 1s reaped; and preſents an image of the un- 
profitable diſproportioned effects which were to re- 
ſult from the wicked, fooliſn devices that they had 
imagined. All the uneaſineſs and travel they endu- 
red was not to produce any thing ſubſtantial or ſa- 
tisfying. Actions, Whether good or bad, are the por- 
trait of the mind from which they proceed, and fig- 
nificantly expreſs the preſent exiſting ſentiments of 
thoſe by whom they were done. They always bear 
a ſtrong affinity and reſemblance to the diſpoſitions 
of thoſe who gave them birth. ur breath 4s 

Are ſhall devour you. The breath may denote the 
words which by means of breathing, from 
the mouth; the proud blaſphemous vindictive lan- 
guage uttered by the perſons ſpoken of, againſt God 
and his people. The kaughty- inlolence aud —ͤ— 
able cruelty, which. ye have outrageouſly 
ſhall be the means of devouring you as fire doth the 
fuel. They ſhall kindle a flame in your conſciences 
that ſhall torment you; they ſhall bring upon you con- 
ſuming judgments, and the fierce anger of the Lord, 
whereby you ſhall utterly periſn.— In the lips of the 
r faith the wiſe man, is a burning 
fire &; it kindles diſcord and ſtrife; it ſends forth 
virulent reproaches, which are compared to coals of 
juniper, and devours what is rather to be choſen than 


great riches. In us then take heed unto our words, 
a which 


C kor. xvi. 27. 


1 


ä 


„ r = N 


. rr * 


„ „ T r; ! Ä—Ä“᷑ ES. 


E Ä L ] FFP ꝗ ⁵]«éœ¶AͤXA.uD . i . MEER. aa es 


\ 


Ven. 12. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 97 


which extend their influence to every faculty Thr 


very action, to every profeſſion, * ane 
; whole courſe of nature.” | 


12 And the peop le deu be I ings 4 
of lime ; pl es cut in rn e 


ed in the fire. 


After the ade 3 of 8 of the 
church had arrived: at a prodigious height, an im- 
menſe fire was to conſume and break them to pieces, 
like ſtones that are burnt in a lime-kiln. The fimili- 
tude by which the ſubject is illuſtrated, is familiar and 
well known. Stones that are burnt into lime, are 
ſhut up in a furnace kindled by a large fire, which 
acts upon them with ſo great force, that it diveſts them 
of their form and qualities, breaks them to pieces, and 
ſo conſumes them, that they fall into powder. This 
affords a juſt repreſentation of the terrible judg- 
ments of God which were to be inflicted upon the 
obdurate foes of his people, notorious for their pride, 
malice, and cruelty. According to this prediction, 
they were to be ſo encompaſſed, that they ſhould find 
it impoſſible to eſcape being conſumed in the dread- 
ful manner here deſcribed. Farther to illuſtrate the 
deplorable ſtate to which they were to be conligned, 
another compariſon is ſubjoined—As thorns cut = | 


 &c. Having been — and hurtful to 


ciety, like dry thorns, which ſerve for no other pur- 
poſe than to be burnt ;- they ſhall be caſt into the 
flames, whereby they ſhall be ſuddenly- devoured, 
Both ſimilitudes ſtrongly intimate the irreſiſtible fury 
by which they were to be conſumed, by the fire of 
God's wrath, that ſhould certainly.take hald'of them 
to their utter deſtrution.—It is worthy of notice; 
that when God is about to accompliſh any great re- 
volution in the circumſtances of the church, and to 
interpoſe in their behalf, he executes awful venge- 
ance upon their enemies. The predictions therefore 
of glorious egy to his * are interſperſed, 
Vor. III. | N as 
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ments to be executed on thoſe who have oppoſed arid 
diſtreſſed them. This remark ought to induce each 
of us to acknowledge with Jethro, * Now I know 
the Lord is greater than all gods; for in the thing 
wherein they deal proudly he is above them *. 
Thoſe who read with attention the · books of the Mac- 
cabees, cannot fail to obſerve the terrible conſump- 


tion made by divine judgments among the adverſa- 


ries of God's ſervants, which ſuddenly and NP 
tate; them! in great numbers. e 


1 3 Hear, ye that are afar off, har 1 tudor 
| — and ye that are near ede my 
might. e | EI 


Our Prophet ane 6-4 great. ny Ade 
the direction of the Holy Spirit, to vindicate the di- 
vine procedure, manifeſted in the ſevere judgments 
inflicted upon the enemies of the church. He intro- 
duces the ſubject, by calling with great ſolemnity 
people of every deſcription, and in every ſituation, 
_ diligently to attend, and ſeriouſly to conſider: the 
powerful operations of Jehovah; that they might 
thereby be induced to confeſs his veracity, his righ- 
teouſneſs, and tender care of his people; and learn 
to honour him who ought to be feared. He addreſ- 
fes. two claſſes of people, which may comprehend 


the whole human race.—By them that are far off. 


may be meant the Gentile nations, that under the 
former diſpenſation, were ſtrangers from the covenants 
of promiſe, having no hope, and without God in the 
world. - Theſe were fome time afar off from en- 
Joying the privileges of the church; and. many of 
them lived in countries-at an immenſe diſtance from 
the place wherein this ſcene was acted, and at pe- 
riods very remote from the time in which Iſaiah ex- 
erciſed his miniſtry. Being now, however, brought 
22 75 to e admisted to n the words of this and 
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and to participate in the bleſſings of the Ne Teſta - 
ment, they are invited to attend to the glorious de- 
monſtrations given of the omnipotence of Jehovah, 
in the deliverance of his people, and the deſtruction 
of their enemies. By them that are near, may be in- 
tended the children of Iſrael, who, by profeſſion, 
were a people near to God, among. whom his ſervants 
the prophets were immediately employed, and who 
reſided on the very ſpot where the ſoene was acted, 


vhich forms the ſubject of the prophecy under con- 


ſideration. In this view the apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of 
them, Eph. ii. 17. where he affirms, that Jeſus Chriſt 


came and preachetl peace to you that were afar off, 


and to them that were nigh. This call then is di- 
rected to all who might either ſee or hear of this 
wonderful interpoſition of Providence, to which our 
Prophet claims attention; that men myght thereby be 
induced to give praiſe and obegience to him that liv- 
eth and reigneth. —Diligently conſider this glorious 


work of the Lord our God, and acknowledge his 
might in thoſe terrible acts whereby he hath wrought 
the ſalvation of his church, and brought their per- 
ſecutors to condign puniſhment. He is mighty to 
ſave, and mighty to deſtroy; he is terrible to the 
unrighteous and the wicked, whom he will puniſh 
with everlaſting deſtruction; he is molt amiable to. 
the good and the upright, who follow after righte-- 
ouſneſs, and who keep the truth, whom he graciouſly 
protects, and will eternally fave. | Let us then liſten 
to his voice, and acknowledge with FOR "no, 
awe his glorious PIE, = 


I4 The ſingers in Zion are afraid; „ 


fulneſs hath ſurpriſed the hypocrites: who a- 
mong us ſhall dwell with the devouring fire? 
who among us ſhall wel: down Reborn. 
burnings? ? 2 


Havin g demanded'a attention folk people of vba | 


SOOT Ilaiah, Feen the impending judg- 


ments 


do 
ments of Cod. delineates the terror and 'anguiſh 


which would thereby be excited in the ungodly and 
hypocritical. —In the church of God, which in ſcrip- 


ture is frequently denominated Zion, as in the paſ- 


age before us, there are two claſſes of people very 
different from each other; namely, the upright and 
* the ſinner. Theſe are alternately mentioned in this 


chapter; the temper and deſtruction of the latter, 
the character and privileges of the former, are con- 


traſted in this and the following verſes. To this in- 


tereſting ſubject we ought carefully to apply our 
minds. It is not difficult to appreciate the character 


of ſinners in Zion. They depart from the right paths, 


wherein they ought to walk, and come ſhort of the 
great end at which they ought to aim. Averſe to 
obey, and prone to tranſgreſs the commandments of 
| Jehovah, they are active and aſſiduous in doing ini- 
quity and miſchief. They are obſtinately — 
in the commiſſion of various kinds of vice, neglecting 
the duties which they owe both to God and man. 


Such are the irreligious, the proud, the voluptuous, 


the ambitious, the ſlanderous, the perfidious, and the 
covetous,—Hypoerites endeavour artfully to conceal, 
under various pretexts, their depravity and wicked- 


neſs, and to perſonate a character they have no right | 
to aſſume, by making a ſhew of that goodneſs to 


which they are really averſe. They diſguiſe the in- 
jurious ſentiments they entertain reſpecting the word, 
the providence, and the people of God; they act de- 
ceitfullyy both toward God and man; whilſt they pro- 
feſs to know God, in works they deny him, being a- 


bominable, and to every good work reprobate. In 


the words of Jeſus Chriſt, they appear beautiful out- 
« wardly, but within they are full of extortion and ex- 
« ceſs.” People of theſe odious characters are frequent- 
ly and ſeverely threatened in ſcripture with the moſt 
terrible judgments ; and therefore it is no wonder 
that in the immediate proſpect of their execution, 
they, with their fellow ſinners, 

Are hat fearfulneſs, hath . them. While 


under 
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under the influence of fatal and falſe. confi- 


dence, they promiſed themſelves: peace and ſafety; 


diſtreſs and danger ſtared them in the face, they 
were ſtruck with ſurpriſe ; fear and anguiſh ſeized 
upon them. Awful nee Exhibited of the divine 
power and righ overwhelmed them with 
terror and diſmay'; conſternation/ and: dread ſeized 
upon them, leſt thoſe calamities ſhould. fuddenly;o- 
vertake them, which they did not expect or lay to 
heart. Though formerly unmoved by the-Joudeft. 
warnings, and the moſt alarming denunciations of 
vengeance, which ſounded in their ears, they are 
now awakened by a ſenſe of impending danger; they 
are horribly afraid; terrors encompaſs them as wa- 
ters, and render them amazed on every ſide. How 
miſerable beyond deſcription their condition! Di- 
ſtreſſed by the ſervile debaſing paſſion of fear, Agr, | 
from conſciouſneſs of guilt, dread of puniſhment, 


incapacity to refiſt; they are tortured by tHe combi- 


ned effects of timidity and ſurpriſe, of perplexity and 
horror. Fear that hath torment makes them uneaſy 
and reſtleſs, and ſubjects them to the moſt abject ſer- 
vility and deſpondency. The ſtrongeſt man on earth 
could not have made them quake ſo terribly as did 


this fear, when it ſurpriſed and took hold of them. 


Ene follo words forcibly expreſs a deep ſenſe 
of their — mer wickedneſs, and obnoxiouinels to 
the juſt judgments of the Almighty, - |! 
Who among us ſhall dwell with the devouring fire? 
&c. God, my brethren, is repeatedly attirmed in the 
ſeriptures of truth, to be a conſuining fire. Moſes, 
when exhorting the Iſraelites to take heed left they 
ſhould forget the coyenant of the Lord their God, en- 
forces the caution by this argument, For the Lord 
thy God is a conſuming fire . By the ſame mo- 
tive, the writer of the epiſtle to the Hebrews | 
mends reverence and godly fear in the ſervice of 


God ; for, fend. on; ene "Aa 


Obſerve, that in the former quotation, he to nk 
* Pon as Tb. xi 29, | 
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chis character: is aſcribed is called the Gidef racy 
in the latter aur Cad, with whom Chriſtians are inti- 
mately. related, and to whom they are unreſervedly 
devoted. The deſcriptian indicates the conſummate 
purity of his nature; his feryent jealouſy to maintain 
His honour and glory; his irreſiſtible ower, conſpi: 
cuous in the deſtruction of the wicked; and his 1 | 
nign influence in cheriſhing and purifying his peg- 
ple, whom he inflames with the love of his perfec- 

tions and glory, until in ſome meaſure they become 
like to him, and are changed into his image. Who 
can dwell with the devauring fire? The exclamas 
tion expreſſes the extreme terror, and the awful ſenſe 
of the infinite majeſty and holineſs of Jehoyah, which 
occupied. the, minds of thoſe who ſuffered the puniſh- 
ment of their crimes: Who is able to ſtand. before 
this holy Lord God, who is of purer eyes than to be- 
Hold iniquity ? © Thou art not a God that hath plea- 
* ſure in wickedneſs ; neither ſhall evil dwell with 

* thee ; the fooliſn ſhall not ſtand in thy ſight; thou 
' hateſt all workers of iniquity : thou ſhalt deſtroy | 
them that ſpeak. leaſing; the Lord will abhor the 

bloody and deceitful man &. No objects can be ſo 
offenſi ve to the human ſans; as obſtinate tranſgreſ- 
ſors are in the ſight of God; and when thoroughly 
convinced by experience of this affecting truth, they. 
muſt be diſtreſſed beyond meaſure, as; is here plainly, 
intimated.—Surpriſe and dread of the direful preſa- 
ges of endleſs deſpair and miſery, are firongly mark. 
ed in the following words. 

- Who among us ſhall dwell with everlaſti ng 3 2 
This language proceeds upon the ſuppolition, that 
thoſe who uſed it were conſcious, that they juſtly de- 

ſerved to ſuffer thoſe terrible divine judgments, which 
in ſcripture are emphatically repreſented by fire. 
The word of God, not only exhibits the felicity and 
joy of the blef' ed, by objects the moſt deſirable and 
pfleaſing; ſuch as a marriage feaſt, an everlaſting 


n and an incorruptible crown; but it alſo 
I 3 
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deſcribes, by objects the moſt painful and horrible, 
the portion of the ſinner and the hypocrite ; ſuch'as 
the vengeance of eternal fire, the lake of fire and 
brimſtone, Where the worm dieth not, and the fire 
is not quenched, and where there are weeping, wail 
ing, and gnaſhing of teeth. Who ſhall-dwell, "who 
can abide in theſe burnings, which are everlaſting 
without interruption, there being no intervals of eaſe 
or reſpite, no mitigation granted even by benevolence 
itſelf ; without end, not the leaſt hope of eſcape or 


deliverance, at the expiration of the longeſt portion 


of time which human ability can calculate: What 
a dreadful aggravation muſt it be of the miſery of 
the wicked, that beſides the pungent ſenſe which 
they feel of preſent anguiſh, they have fully in their 
view the dreadful proſpect of its endleſs perpetuity, - 
which cannot fail to increaſe beyond meaſure horror 
and deſpair. —Who ſhall dwell with everlaſting burn, 
ings, where the forcible words of the royal poet ſhall . 
be verified, The Almighty, ſhall make them as a 
fiery oven in the time of his anger, the Lord ſhall 
ſwallow them up in his wrath, and the fire ſhall de- 
vour them *; here the anguiſh of deſpair, the tor- 
ment of incenſed wrath, the agony of keen remorſe, 
and the fury of impetuous defires ſhall continually 
vex and diſtreſs them.—A prudent man foreſeeth the 
evil, and hideth himſelf; but the * paſs on and 
are puniſhed, If you are indeed wiſe and prudent, 
you will ſolicitouſly look forward tothe evils threaten- 
ed againft the finner and the hypocrite; and realizing 
their approaching miſery, you will have immediate re- 
courle to him who is a refuge from the moſt tremendous 
deſtruction; you will be armed againſt the aſſaults ot 
temptation, and you will feel the moſt powerful in- 
citements to adore the rich grace that diſpoſed you 
to flee from the wrath to come, and your infinite 
obligations to the Saviour, who plucked you as brands 
out of the burning. If you are ſimple, ſecure, and 
inconſiderate about your future ſafety; be 
*Plal. Ai. 9. 
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ger, and after the warnings you have received, 
your miſery muſt be greatly augmented. If a- 


ny argument can have influence to ſtop your pro- 


greſs in the career of iniquity, it is that ſuggeſted by 


the words we have been conſidering. The tender 


endearments of divine love, the amiable beauties of 
true holineſs, the glorious felicity of the redeemed 


from among men, are too refined and too ſublime to 


operate on ſenſual affections, and to make im. 


preſſion on obdurate hearts, But if everlaſting burn. 


ings are ſeriouſly thought of and believed, they muſt 
found an alarm in your ears, and deter you from the 


ways of evil men. that lead to deſtruction. 


15 He that walketh righteouſly, and ſpeak- 
eth uprightly; he that deſpiſeth the gain of 
oppreſſions, that ſhaketh his hands from hold- 
ing of bribes, that ſtoppeth his ears from hear- 
ing of blood, and ſhutteth his * from AY 


evil; 
In the Vans en of the divine * brought 


forwhrd by our Prophet, he ſhews that God is not 
only terrible to the evil, but that he is amiable and 


good to the upright and the juſt. Though highly | 


exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe, yet he demands 
— homage and ſervice from men; and thoſe who are 


Holy and righteous, he admits to intimate. intercourſe” . 


with him, and the enjoyment of the moſt glorious pri- 
vileges. The peculiar character, therefore, of thoſe 
who are honoured with theſe diſtinguiſhing p 
tives, and the eminent virtues of which — are 
poſſeſſed, are accurately delineated. In the following 


ſtrictures of the citizen of Zion, in whoſe heart are 


ſown the ſeeds of every virtue, there is an obvious 
alluſion to the ſeveral members of the human body, 
which by ungodly men, are yielded as ſervants of 
unrighteouſneſs unto fin, and which are employed 


| by the ſervants of the Moſt High in the manner here 
" Jpocifion 


AP TIT woe * 1 2 
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ſpecified.—-He that walketh Fighteouſh, or in righte- 


ouſneſſes, as the Hebrew word denotes. This is not 
merely an vecafional exerciſe, in which he en ages 
in ſome extraordinary ſeaſons, but the daily practice 


in which he is aſſiduouſſy employed at all times, in 


conduct is ſignificantly expreſſed by a reg 
greſſive continued courſe of righteous actions. Soli- 
citous to render unto all their due; he gives unto 
God, the things that are God's; that reverence and 
love, that homage and \ confidence, that fubmiſſion 
and obedience, which he demands: he give 


unto men in their ſeveral capacities and 9 ; 
what belongs to them, according to the laws of ca 


and mercy. By works of righteouſneſs of every 


he demonſtrates ſubjection to the divine authority, 58 


1 1 


the rectitude of his diſpoſitions, his Cox y tothe 
example of God who loveth wiring and his 
honeſt, virtuous, and of good report. The next 
mentioned trait in this character is. 


inviolable attachment to whatſoe 


uprightneſſes. This amiable conduct is diametrically 
oppolite to that deteſtable diffimulatien which is of- 
ten practiſed by men of the world. There are not 
a few whom the prophet David thus deſcribes, * the 


He ſjeaketh uprightly, ot as the Word fignities 


words of whoſe mouths-are ſmoother than butter, 


but war is in their heart; whoſe words are ſofter 
- than oil, yer are they draym Fords 7. . There are 
ſome, of whom Solomon ſaith, © they diflemble with 


their lips, and lay up deceit within them; when they 


' ſpeak, believe them not; for there are ſeven 'abom- 
nations in their hearts.” To fuch defingenuity, the 


perſon chat ſhall dell en high, forms a complete 


contraft. Having received the truth in the love 


it, that he may be ſaved; he ſpeaketh- the truth in 


his heart; he backbiteth not with his tongue, nor 
doeth evil unto his neighbour, nor taketh up a re-. 


proach againſt his neighbour. Deteſting every ſpe- 
Vol. III. | "1 „ 
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cies of fraud and falacy, he is,unbiaſſed by intereſt; . 


affection, or prejudice; firmly attached to integrity 


and truth, he is fait and candid: in all his word s and 
actions. With ſimplicity and godly ſincerity he ex. 


preſſes his real ſentiments, and repreſents the ſubject 
of his diſcourſe with undiſlembled regs, to n 
and juſtice. 

He deſdiſeth the gain of oppreſſio ons. He abhors the 
advantages that may be. acquired by rigorous impo- 


ſitions, iniquitous exactions, and extravagant demands 


upon thoſe. who are incapable, of making reſiſtance, | 
| Whoſe preſent circumſtances render them an eaſy 
prey to avarice and cruelty. Though ſome may 
imagine, that by means of ſtern authority and vio- 
lence, they ſhall get much wealth and opulence; the 
perſon here deſcribed holds in deteſtation the advan- 
tages obtained by tyranny and injuſtice. In his heart 


he contemns the acquiſitions made by extortion and” 
hardſhips impoſed en his fellow men, who are reluc- 


tantly obliged by force to ſubmit. In the, words of 
David, he truſts not in oppreſſion,” and becomes 
not vain in robbery: if riches increaſe, he ſets not 
his heart upon them *.. . 

That ſbaketh his hands From holding of bribes. + As 
he does not defraud his fellow-citizens in his civil 
tranſactions; ſo if he acts in a judicial capacity, as a 


magiſtrate or judge, he diſcovers inflexible regard to 
equity and impartial juſtice. Bribes, compenſations 


for iniquitous practices, are offered and accepted, in 
order to alter or pervert the ſentiments of thoſe to 
whom is committed the diſtribution of j judgment. This 


- abominable practice i is ſtrictly prohibited in the law of 


the Lord. Thus faith the ſupreme Legiſlator, « Thou 


« ſhalt take no gift; for the gift blindeth the wiſe, and 


« perverteth the words of the righteous+.” If a bribe is 


preſſed upon him who walketh righteouſly, he rejects 


it with diſdain ; and to expreſs his deteſtation of ſuch 
offers, and his inflexible integrity, he ſhakes his hands 
from holding them. Gifts of liberality, of acknow- 
ledgment. 


* Pal, Ixii. 10. | + Exod. xxiii. 8. 
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ledgment, off friendſhip, of charity, he will 1 8 


give or receive; but donations intended 
or delay the diſtribution of that juſtice ach 
hath, expreſsly commanded and . he re- 
fuſes with abhorrence. _ 2 3h 

That ftoppeth bis ears from hearing ; of 50 0 


may here ſignify thoſe ere crimes which are 
_ perpetrated through hatred or the loye of filthy lucre, 7 


by the commiſſion whereof blood js ſhed, and EP 
nim of death is incurred. Some peo et 
exceedingly active in atrocious wickedneſs 


that · to them may be applied the words of the ip 


red prophet and apoſtle, © their feet are ſwift to ſhed 
blood; in their ways are deſtruction and miſery *. 
Such perſons frequently ſpeak of their. cruel murder- 
ous exploits, whereby they diſcover the malignity of 
their Afpolitions; they excite an inhuman, revenge- 
ful temper in others, that they giſh would caſt in 
their lot among them. From this horrible wicked- 
neſs, he that ſpeaketh uprightly diſcovers the utmoſt 


averſion. If at any time ſuch odious topics of con- 


verſation are introduced, he tums a deaf ear to the 
diſcourſe, which in his heart he deteſts. This part of 
the portrait is drawn by a maſterly hand t, They 
« ſpeak miſchievous things, and imagine deceits all 


© the day long: but Las a deaf man heard not, and 


as a dumb man that openeth not his 2 thus 


I was as a man that heareth not, c. 


And ſbutteth his eyes from ſeeing cuil. e eyes 


andthe ears are the avenues whereby chaſe objects 


approach the mind, that powerfully operate on the 
corrupt paſhons 'of mankind. Senſible of the dan- 
gers ariſing from theſe quarters, the upright man 
turns away his eyes ont beholding fin and vanity. 
Afraid of catching the contagion ot evil, and deteſt- 


ing every falſe and wicked way, he carefully avoids 


the temptations that might ſeduce him into tranſgreſ- 


ſion. Leſt by viewing the vices of other people he 


might be ON to imitate wont or em to feel 
any 
® Rom. i . 15, 16. + Pla XXXVIUL 32, 7 13, 14. | 
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neceſſary intercourſe with the profane, and looks nat 


on their ill conduct but with Algult and ayerſion. . 


He entereth not into the ＋ ath of the wicked; he 
goeth not in the way of e 


thren, is the excellent character and good > Hi 
he man, to whom the promiſes recorded in the fal- 
lowing verſes ſhall be fulfilled, Diligently compare 

ur character and conduct, with the unerring ſtan- 
Tard now held up to view; and from impartial exa- 
mination, you may learn if you have right ta expect 
eee ee of the N e which I 7 
ceed to 


106 He ſhall e high : his ED 780 
fence /hall be the munitions of rocks : h 


hall be given him; ng waters /ball be ſure. 


in this and the verſes which immediately po a * 
the peculiar privileges are ſpecified, which mall be 


enjoyed by thoſe who poſſeſs the character above de. 
lineated.— In this preſent life, he ſhall be elevated 
from a low depreſſed condition, to a high and emi- 


nent ſtation, wherein he ſhall inherit the moſt ho- d 


nourable prerogatives; adoption into God's family; 


delightful intercourſe with him; the protection of 


his providence ; with every thing requiſite to digni- 
fy and felicitate the man, on whom God is pleaſed to 
confer the marks of his favour. In ax heavenly 


world he ſball be exalted to the immediate preſence | 


of the Moſt High God, where he ſhall enjoy the moſt: 
ſublime happinels, with glory, honour, and immorta- 
lity. There he ſhall have his fixed, perpetual refi- 


dence in perfect tranquillity and ſecurity, free from 


all moleſtation and danger, ing together with Jeſus 


Chriſt in heavenly. places. Wicked men are ſometimes 
raiſed up on high, and advanced to ſtations of emi. | 
nence, from whence they are in a moment brought 
jato deſolation; whereas he that walketh righteouſ- 


* 


04 boeh men; he aroleth jt; | 
turneth from it, et away.—Suc my bre- 
condut et 
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ly, having reached the higheſt pinmacle of honour, 


ſhall never be degraded; but ſhall abide. for ever 


with his Saviour and Lord, © the ibn; e in 7 


majeſty on high. -- 
His place of defence ſhall be the munitions of 41 
Some people attain to diſtinguiſhed dignity, who are 
unable to preſerve themſclyes in poſſeſſion of the hig 
_ ſtation, from which: they: are N and ſud- 
bore precipitated. It is not ſo with him that ſpeaks 

cer who is exalted, not only to a lofty, but 

to a ſecure ſituation. The defence with which heis 
encompalled is ſtrong and impregnable; on which 
finite power cannot make any impreſſion.” Of all 
places of ſtrength and ſafety, thoſe are the moſt ſe. 
cure and invincible, which the powers of nature and 


art have combined to fortify. Large rocks advan- 
tageouſſy fituated; regularly oonnected, and well ſe- 


cured, are juſtly reckoned to form the ſtromgeſt for- 
treſſes, to which perſons can betake themſelves 
for ſafety. They bid defiance to the moſt terrihle 
ſtorms; the moſt furiqus aſſaults of enemies cannot 
make impreſſion upon them; much leſs overthrow 
them. In reference therefore tq the ſhelter they af- 
ford, the omnipotent prptection of Jehovah is pro- 
miſed to the upright, who are ſurrgunded by thoſe. 
immoveable bulwarks, which created power cannot 


deſtroy, nor the ſtrongeſt e ngines overturn. "They 


are kept to the na BS, inheritance reſerved in 
heaven for them, by the mighty power of God through, N 
faith unto ſal vation. 

Bread ſhall given him ; bis waters ſhall be 2 
Bread and Rs ſometunes' denote all the provifion 
that is neceſſary to ſupport this preſent life; at other 
times they ſignify thoſe ſpiritual comforts, which ate 
requifite to maintain and cheriſh the. ſpiritual life 
poſſeſſed by the upright among men. The promiſe 
before us may be condidered as comprehending both 
ſenſes, and the import of it may be thus ſtated. The 
Giver of all good ſhall grant to him that walketh 
jighteouſly, all the food and raiment that are neceſſa- 

A b | ry 
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may not enjoy the plenty and variety of the good 

things of this world, with which ſome are favoured; 
he ſhall have all that infinite wiſdom ſees proper for 
his ſuſtenance and comfort. He ſhall alſo give him 
the bread and water of life, to nourtſh and ſuſtain, #6 
refreſh and ſolace the divine life of which he is made 
partaker; in conſequence whereof it ſhall be pręſer- 
ved and invigorated. Whatever obſtructions may 


ſeem to lie in the way of the accompliſhment. of this 


declaration, they ſhall either be removed or ſur- 


mounted. Whatever may be precarious, this ſhall 
be certain, and may be depended upon, that he whoſe : 


_— is above deſcribed, ſhall be bleſſed with ne- 
| temporal and ſpiritual proviſion. In this pre- 

ſent te, as far as conſiſtent "th the viciſſitudes, 
the temptations, and troubles connected with it, he 
thall receive in anſwer to his prayers, the accompliſh- 
ment of this faithful promiſe. And in the celeſtial 
world, where that which is perfect ſhall come, he 
ſhall enjoy its full completion, to his everlaſting con- 
folation and joy.—If you enquire to what period the 


Prophecy recorded in the preceding verſes refers, and 


when it received its fulfilment ? ? . I anſwer, that it was 
remarkably verified in the times of the Maccabees, 


when Jchovah diſplayed his righteouſneſs, by ſtriking 
terror into the enemies of his people, and conſuming 


them in wrath ; Wn his ſervants were exalted to 


honour, to ſafety, and 2 Then he honoured 


them, with thoſe aſto g victories and triumphs 


over their 4 adverſaries, the renown of which 
the moſt diſtant countries, and the moſt 


hath reach 
remote ages. This primary accompliſhment ought 


to encourage the church of God to. expect the far- 
ther fulfilment of theſe predictions, until they receive 


their full completion in the overthrow of the CRE, 
and the final ſalvation of the righteous. 25 


17 Thine eyes ſhall ſee the king in his beau: 


ty; 


ry to TEES his natural life, whilſt God hath a 
Grvice for him to perform on earth. Though he 


ry al. 2 8 
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ty: wg ſhall behold 5g: Teng tay og far 


off. 


Having exhibited his defencs ert the revitude of 
the divine procedure, our Prophet goes on, according 
to his uſual practice, to narrate in beautiful figura- 

tive language, ſome of the peculiar prerogatives to 
be enjoyed by the church after their deliverance. 


The Lord God, I ſuppoſe, is the king of whom it is 


promiſed, that the eyes of the upright ſhall behold, 


in whom the church is introduced triumphing, at the 


22d verſe, The Lord is our judge, the Lord is our 


* law-giver, the Lord is our We he will ſave us.“ 


He is a great God, and a great King, above all —— 
the King eternal, — and wore the ned 


and only Potentate, ho gives the moſt illuſtrious 
diſplays of majeſty and grandeur. Earthly monarchs 
are ſhort lived; and — ſoon obliges them to re- 
ſign their ſovereign authority. He is an everlaſting 


King, whoſe dominion is throughout all generations. 


They rely on their ſubjects for the ſupport of their 
royal dignity. He depends not upon the creatures 
he hath made, for the glory, honour, and po. 
er, which he unchangeably poſſeſſes. They require 
wiſe counſellors, to adviſe them in the adminiſtration 
of government. Wiſdom and counſel are his, of 


whom it is written, Who hath known _ mand of the | 


Lord, or who. hath been his counſellor ? They may 
be deficient in ability to execute the purpoſes they - 
have formed. By his omnipotence he rules in the 


armies of heaven, and over the inhabitants of the | 


earth; being able to ſubdue all things to himſelf. 
They are little acquainted with what aſſes in ſocie- 
ties throughout their kingdoms. He perfectly knows 
the affection and obedience, the'diſaffeQion and diſ- 
loyalty of every individual. through the wide ex- 


tent of his empire. They are dreſſed in coſtly and 


ſplendid apparel, ant decked with ornaments. He 


is clothed with garments of ſalvation, and the robe | 


of nenn ee and is 5 with zeal as with a cloke. 
| ; Their 
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Their thrones, their ſceptres, and their crowns, PR | 
made of periſhing materials, which ere long d da 
and are loſt. His throne eſtabliſhed in the Frome: A | 
is for ever; his ſceptre is of righteouſneſs; and he is 
I. crowned with glory and honour,” Their attendants 
= are a few frail dying creatures,” diſtinguiſhed” from 
. ee awund them by ſome external ee 
| Ten thouſand times ten thouſand, multitudes 
f : whictr no man can number, of angels and ſaints, 
compaſs his celeſtial throne, and execute his woos 
| Their treafures are ſoon ſpent; and chen els are tar. 
= niſhed or loſt through length of time. His treaſures ure 
| | Inexhauſtible ; and not one of his antes, who are lis 
; jewels, ſhall ever be loſt or grow dim with age; but 
in the kingdom of their Father they ſhall ſhike 44 
h the ſun in the firmament. Their empires are bound- 
i ed by territories belonging to other ſtates, to which 
i 7 their authority carinot reach. | His dominion is freffm 
- ea to ſea; his kingdom ruleth over all: all his crea- 
0 tures act under him, even the moſt exalted are ae. 
f countable to him for the government with which 
they are entruſted. What a bigh privilegs, theh, to 
behold this glorious Prince 
In bis beauty“ The beauty that is admired nog 
the: human kind, conſiſts in elegant features, in! # 
fine roars ca ep] in which the lovelieſt colours are 
5 ed, in a becoming proportion of parts 
: kandforaely adjuſted, —— all Shes lete, none ef 
them deficient of redundant, none Ver them artificial; | 
but every one neat, natural, and genuine. Thong, 
properly ſpeaking; beauty is a relative term that Be 
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longs to perſons and things material, it is aſcribed to ne 
God who is a ſpirit, in a ſenſe, ſomewhat different he 
from that in which it. is attributed to any of the hu- be 
man ſpecies. The bleſſed God, who infinitely poſ- Wu 
ſeſſes every amiable excellency, and from whom pro- wo 
ceeqs all that is lovely in the univerſe; muſt himſelf be *tl 
adorned with the moſt exquiſite beauty. The tl 
dor of the celeſtial orbs, the variety of the flowers, and b. 
fruits of the field; "the attractive eomelineſs eonfpi- te 


cuous 
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cuous in-ſonie of the human race, is formed by bi | 
benevolent hand; in whom is concentered the fweet- 
eſt aſſemblage of every divine perfection. In him, 
they all ſhine forth with the brighteſt luſtre, without | 
any ſuperfluity or 5 He is | 
righteous; / yet full of compaſſion ; he is perfectly | 
holy, yet neh in mercy ; he is ſupreme in majeſty; . 
yet infinitely gracious ; wiſdom, power, and faithfu]- 
_ neſs, with every glorious attribute that can excite 
| admiration and love, are united in the fupreme Lord 
of heaven and earth; In the various important cha- 
raters he ſuſtains, he acta with the moſt. endearing 
condeſcenfion and approved fidelity, aſſiduouſſy per- 
forming every office and duty that love can dictate. 
With what conſummate wiſdom doth he inſtruct his 
children; wirh what exquiſite {kill doth he heal their 
diſtempers ; ; with what invincible power doth he pro- 
tect them; with what inſupe ardour and pa- 
tience doth he accompliſh their redemption ; ar 
with what tender compaſſion doth he coritinue to 
feed his flock! Here then is unſullied beauty in per- 
ſon and character moſt happily 2 which, 
properly contemplated by the enlightened mind, cap- 
tivates the heart, and affords the higheſt gratification 
of which human nature is capable in its moſt exalted 
ſtate.— This glorious King, the upright ſhall behold, 
when he appears in awful majeſty, diſplaying his 
righteouſneſs, power, and grace, in the preſervation. 
of his church, and the execution of terrible ven- 
geance upon their enemies. They ſhall ſee his power 
and glory in the ſanctuary; becauſe his loving kind- 
neſs is better than life, their lips ſhall praiſe him; and 
hereafter they ſhallſee his face in righteouſneſa, andſhall 4 
be ſatisfied with his likeneſs. Let us unite in req | 
with the patriarch and propbetBavnd, expreſſed in the 
words, Pal. xxvii.. 4. One thing have I deſſred f 
the Lord, that will I Ghoks after; that I may dwell in 


« the houſe of the Lond all the days of my life, to be. 


hold the beauty of the Lord, ant to inquire in his 
' temple.” 6 reaſon to exclaim in 
Vol.. III. ; 20 6 the 
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his goodneſs, how great is his beauty * and to a. 
+ Filder and glory exceedeth the fame that I heard 


© —happy are theſe thy ſervants that ſtand continu- 
- They ſhall behold the land that is very far of A 


view, were to ſee their territories extended to very re- 


Though this ſeems to be the literal ' import of the 


land that is here intended from the place wherein 
our Prophet exerciſed his miniſtry. The land of 


Spirit, he conducts all his true Iſrael, after having 


delivered them from the bondage of corruption, and 


tants; it is tranſcendantly beautiful, being enriched 


„ . ech, in 5. r 7. ſea. 


the words of the prophet Zechariah, # How great is 


_ the words of the queen of Shebah to king Solo 
* Behold the one half was not told me; thy 


oo - 


© ally before thee +.” 


a happy conſequence of the ſubſtantial victories which 
the Jews were to obtain over their adverſaries, when 
Jehovah eminently appeared for their defence, the up- 
right among them, who lived at the time Iſaiah had in 


mote places of the country, formerly occupied by their 
enemies the Philiſtines, the Moabites, and the Syrians. 


words, which ought not to be overlooked, yet their 
ſpiritual meaning chiefly demands our attention. The 
Hebrew word rendered very far off, may denote 
either the great extent, or the vaſt diſtance of the 


Canaan, which God gave to the ſterity of -Urael 
for an inheritance, afforded a ſignificant emblem of 
the land of uprightneſs, into which by his good 


led them through the wilderneſs of this world. This 
heavenly and better country, juſtly merits the de- 
fcription here given. It is exceedingly extenſive, if 
we form our opinion by the number of its inhabi- 


by the pure river of the water of life; bleſſed with 
the tree of life, which bears twelve manner of fruits; 
and adorned with the holy city, the new Jeruſalem; 
none of whoſe citizensſhall ever ſay, Iam ſick. There 


is alſo the throne of God. and the Lamb, where his 


ſervants ſhall ſerve him, and they ſhall ſee his face. 74 
This land is alſo very far off, ſituated at an immenſe 


| diſtance from this: earth; men know but little of its 


Con- 
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conſummate excellence and glory ; 3 few maintain in- 
timate regular correſpondence with its glorious inha- 
bitants, though they are themſelves profeſſedly tra- 
velling thither.—This diſtant land, the eyes of the 
righteous ſhall- behold. Moſes haying gone up by 
divine command to the top of Piſgah,” the. Lord 
ſhewed him the land which the tribes of Iſrael were 
to inherit, and cauſed him to ſee it with his eyes. 
In like manner, the faithful ſervants of God ſhall = 
_ hevingly contemplate the heavenly country; of which 
Canaan was a ſhadow and type, to the full enjoy. 
ment whereof they ſhall in 2 time be admitted. 
With this pleaſant proſpect fully in our let us 
diligently improve the advantages we afl for aſ- 
ſiſting our faith, and animating our endeavours in preſ-· 
ſing after thoſe things which are above. And let us 
earneſtly pray for the 1 of our minds, that 
we may become better acquainted with the riches of 
the glory of the inheritance in the ſaints. —At the 
memorable period wherein Jehovah went to 
fight with the nations that came to battle againſt Je- 
ruſalem, he was ſeen in his glory and majeſty; as the 
Lord of hofts, working wonderful deliverance for his 
_ peculiar people, who beheld their territories greatly 
extended, and their poſſeſſions ſpread far and wide *, 
And as the temporal benefits conferred "the 
church of old, repreſented the ſpiritual bleſſings en- 
joyed by the ſubjects of Miſſiah; "his prediction. hath 
its more full accompliſhment, by their beholding the 
glory of God ſhining in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
limits of his kingdom enlarged, and by their looking 
forward to the 0 of their . the 1953 
os phe wn x1. 8 


. Thine.” heart wall 4 terror f 


Where is the ſcri where is the receiver? 
| where i is he that inted the towers? wot; 


| Pleaſant ſenſations ariſing from the enjoyment if 
» $66 x Vac ziv, 6, | 


as is a VR are much JOE FE the na | 
lection * paſt diſquietudes and. troubles... Every one 
of the upright ſervants of God, according to this pre- 


diction, was attentively to call to remembrance the 
awful diſplays which the Almighty had given of his 
power, righteouſneſs, and mercy, in the overthrow. 
of their enemies, contrary to all human expectation 
Each of them would ſerioully nme. with ſurpriſe 


and gratitude, the terrible judgments of God, wheres | 


by the church was extricated from. the forlorn cala- 


mitous ſtate, to which they had been reduced by ay 


formidable adverſaries; even when the moſt intelli- 


gent ſubtle reaſoners concluded their ruin ta be. ve 


Stake, Refi on this ſubject, the man of G 
was to exclaim with vehemence, Where is the ſcri 


lg IEG 
dition, who is acquainted with the law.and the. pron 


phets, whoſe buſineſs is to teach in the ſynagogye; 


to decide in the ſanhedrin, and to communicate in- | 


ſtruction both to church and ſtate . Where is the re- 


ceiver or weigher? as the Hebrew word is. tranſlated 


in the margin of ſome. bibles, x who. is employed in 
deliberating, conſulting, and determining matters re · 
quiring nice diſcuſſion, whether of leſs moment, or 
greater importance, reſpecting the providence: and 


the law of God. Where is he that counted the tow-- 
ers, who was engaged in reckoning the citadels and 2 


fortreſſes which were poſſeſſed by, his. countrymen, 


_ deemed of conſiderable conſequence; or in number. 
mA and arrangin — arguments whereby the pre- 
vailing opinion reſpecting the preſent ſituation of the 

dom were e and defended ? Where are 


To the words, 3 us, 18 45 tle Paul 3 


. 2 Cor. i. 20, when ſhewing that = of the greateſt 


abilities, and moſt extenſive learning, cannot by their 


natural ſagacity comprehend the ublime doctrines 


af 9 golpe], and therefore 1 them with con- 


— 


1 „„ „ a ono nut 
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tempt. . 
ſcribe? where is che diſputer of this world 5 Where 


are theſe men, they are not employed in the mini- 
ſtry of the goſpel, which is the power of Ged unto 


115 


ſalvation. What better have people become in rm-- 


2 and rh by theiy-iniru (ions Where are 
lor ſtrong arguments they have adduced againſt the 
80 


which di 
dices? Their falſe maxims have been-re 


their plauſible objections anſwered... Hath, not God 
made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world, . bath by ie 


providence and his word? Let us aſten call to mind 
thoſe terrible thingy in righteouſneſs, which the God 
of ſalvation hath done in anſwer to the prayers of his 
. chat thereby our faith may be ood 

rs diſpelled, and our wh iy nk ped eren 
wee eſtabliſhed, 1 


I 9 Thou thalt' not fee A diane propl FOR 


ple of adeeper ſpeech than thou canſt percerve; 


fa ſtammering 28 Fat (how 1 . oi " 


derftand,” - 


Another benefit to PR 1 17 the churdh * 
Sod after their deliverance from thrakdom, is fpeci- 
fied in theſe words. They were not to be diſturbed 
or diſtreſſed by the fight of a ferocious foreign foe; that 


is particularly deſeribed. The enemy 2 1 755 hy 


chiraReriſed as a fierce, bold, and valiant 


ſuch as are apt to ſtrike with terror thoſe Agai . ble . 
they act with hoſtility, whom they threaten to in- 
vade.— people of deeper ſpeech than thou canſt ada ei f 


ceive, whoſe language is hard to pronounce, and 


meaning is difficult to be apprehended. Of a ammer- F 
ing tongue, &c, that ſeer 75 iculous and unintelligible 


to thoſe who are nainted with it. The church, 


under both the Old 80 New Teſtament, having al. 


ways had intercourſe with the nations of the earth, 


who * various ie and who at different 


_ ©", Jus 


eſus Chriſt > Are they not all vain Jophilms, 
cover egregious folly and inveterate ur 


ed, our 


\ 
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br et Cod. the prediction muſt be underſtood with ſome. 
reſtrictions, and its import may be thus expreſſed: 
Thou ſhalt 'not behold wal terror thy powerful ad- 


— = — 9 
. f 


rian Macedonians, who uſed the 
whom this deſcription might be applied by the Jews: | 


ru Under the 'ceconomy of grace, in which 
P 


periods have ſhewn themſelves inimical to the people . 


verſaries; thou ſnialt not be greatly hurt vy them, nor 


ſubjected to their tyrannical authority. 8 het 
prophecy in reference to the temporal ſtate 


Jews, it can refer only to a certain rer; not to the 


nations in general, by ſome of whom they were ſuc- 


_ ceſlively oppreſſed ; but to ſome particular kingdom, 


which our Prophet had in his eye, ee the Sy. 
ek dialect, to 


Being reſcued from the Syrian yoke, they continued 
to enjoy liberty and tranquillity for a conſiderable 


iritual privileges ſupply the place of temporal bene- 


fits, this prediction hath alſo had its accompliſhment. 
In the beginning of the goſpel, many virulent perſe- 


cutors having laid aſide their enmity to the church o 
Jefus'Chriſt, and abandoned the ridiculous language 
whereby they abuſed the diſciples of the Son of God; 
they learned to ſpeak the 4 of thoſe whom TOR 
had maligned and injured. 


20 Look upon Zion, the city of our Elem 


aithes": thine eyes ſhall ſee Jeruſalem a uet 
Habitation, a tabernacle that ſhall not be ta- 


ken down; not one of the ſtakes thereof ſhall 


ever be removed, neither ſhall ny; ot the 


cords thereof. be broken. 


The, ſecurity and -tuity of the en is 1 | 
foretold, and N y illuſtrated under a very 


Beads figure. Iſaiah, perſonating the miniſters of 


he Lord, 'whoſe employment ſhould be, to comfort 
his people, calls upon them to turn their attention 
to Zion, and to contemplate the ſtability of Jeruſa- 
lem, where the Jewiſh ſolemn feſtivals were cele- 


brated. 'F he ſubje& of this aa is, I ſuppoſe, 
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the ſame to which the whole prophecy in this chap- 
ter relates; vi. the ſtate of the church about the 
time of the Maccabees ; which is fo expreſſed, that 
it properly delineates the ſtate and privileges of the 
kingdom of jeſus Chriſt, The earthly Jeruſalem; 
particularly at the time to which our Prophet here 
refers, was the object of God's peculiar care and di- 
vine protection; but that city having been deſtroyed, : 
and that difpenſation terminated with which it was 
eſſentially connected, the Jeruſalem that was on 
earth is now abſorbed i in the new ſpiritual Jeruſalem; 
The comfortable ſtate to which the former was ad. 
vanced in the period alluded to, in part fulfilled the _ 
prediction that is conſummated and more clearly ex- 
hibited in the condition of the latter. The earthly 
Jeruſalem, though burnt by the Chaldeans, and pro- 
faned by Antiochus Epi hanes, was not removed, 
but continued poſſeſſing ſome meaſure of tranquilli- 
ty, until the foundation of the New Jeruſalem was 
laid, after which it was razed to the ground. Theſe 
_ remarks may affiſt in underſtanding this prediction, 
which is attended with fome difficulties. © 
Zion with propriety and elegance is ſaid to be the 
city of our ſolemnities. Whilft the Moſaic diſpen- 
ſation continued in force, it was the place whither 
the tribes of the Lord went up to the teſtimony of 
IIrael, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord; 
and to celebrate thoſe ſolemn feſtivals which they 
were required to obſerve. © Lock upon Lion with 
miration and pleaſure ; obſerve that after all the pe- 
ls to which ſhe hath been expofed, and the calami- 
ties ſhe hath ſuffered, ſhe ſtill exiſts, defended by di- 
vine Providence; her appearance is renewed, and 
till ſhe flouriſnes. Attentively ſurvey with the eyes 
of your mind this highly favoured city, as an-emi- 
nent type of the city of God, founded and eftabliſh- , 
ed by Meſſiah the Prince, to-which not only all the 
tribes of Iſrael have recourſe, 'but to which people 
of every kindred that belong to the true Iſrael f 
God 27 over 2 the earth, reſort WO 
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| which | is ſtill more worthy of admiring attention, be- 


God unite, in paying their homage to. their great 


lem, whereof it was an eminent type, ſhall be 


notes, that ſhe ſhall not ſuffer any violent change, or 
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en did a OS 4 
ent and beautiful temple that was oonſeeru - 
ted to the worſhip of God, wherein it was daily cele 
brated according to divine inſtitution. It muſt 1 
exhibited a moſt delightful object of eo | 
On religious N it was frequented by vaſt mul. 
titudes of people, who, 33 continually to t 


courſe of Iſraelites in \ who aſcend to the — 
that is above, This Zion, this Jeruſalem, was a fig- 
nificant emblem of the true ſpiritual city of our God, 


ing indeed the moſt beautiful object on earth — 


which we can poſſibly turn our thoughts. 
the city of our ſolemnities, wherein the people of 


Creator and Redeemer, wherein they enjoy his pre- 


| ſence, ; and receive the pledges of his enen 


is given, 
| Thine s. ſhall ſee Jeruſalem a Audit 
The ont. je Jeruſalem, at the time' qui to; was to 
enjoy external tranquillity, freedom from diſturbance 
and the aſſaults of enemies. The ſpiritual eruſa- 


with peace and proſperity, amid the troubles and cons 
tentions of this world; the ſpirit of love and peace 
ſhall preſide over her citizens, fo as to aboliſh enmi- 
Þ to diſpel diſcords, and preſerve from violence. 

hus ſhall ſhe become a lively image of the celeſtial 


city, wherein they that love one another, will with - 
one heart and one voice aſcribe ſalvation, glory, and 


honour, to God and to the Lamb.—lIt is likewiſe fore- 
told, Thine eyes ſhall ſee Jeruſalem a tabernacle 
that ſhall not be taken down. The expreflion de- 


be transferred by force from one place to another. 
The metaphor is taken from the tents erected hx 


wandering tribes in the deſarts of Arabia, where tra- 
vellers are expoſed to ſtorms and tempeſts, deſtitute 


of any houſe or ** W Theſe tents or ta- 
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transferred from one place, 
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bernacles, when not properly fixed, if aſſaulted by 


2 violent wind, are ſometimes laid flat on the ground, 
and broken to pieces.  . Jeruſalem ſhall not be liable 
to any ſuch diſaſter; ſhe ſhall not be overthrown by 
any ſtorm, but remain firm and unmoved. The 
Jewiſh and after ward the Chriſtian church, like a ca» 
pacious, highly ornamented, and well ſecured taber- 
nacle, contains the large family of God with their 
miniſters. Like 4a. moveable | habitation, which is 
8, and from one peo 
ple to another, the church may be removed 
one nation to another, yet it ſhall never be over- 
thrown ; its foundation reſting upon the holy moun- 
2 poſſeſſes the moſt permanent a is 
E 
Nor one of the flakes thereef ſhall ever be ee 
The ſtakes which ſerve to keep the tent firm, may 
denote the gracious promiſes of God. ſupported ww 
the divine power and veracity, whereby the churoh 
is eſtabliſhed and preſerved in ſafety. The cords 


may ſignify the graces of faith, truſt, and hope ; by 


means of which the church becomes united to the 
promiſes of Jehovah, and ſo grounded and ſettled, as 


_ not to be meved by the ſtorms whereby they are aſ- 


failed, Thus conneQed with the omnipotenge and 
faithfulneſs of Jehovab, they become invincible, like 
the houſe that a wiſe man built on a rock, upon 
which the rain deſcended, the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that houſe, but it fell not; 
for it was founded upon à rock *. By the prediction 
we are confidering, the moſt explicit aſſurance is gi- 
ven, that the connection here mentioned ſhall never 


be diſſolved, neither ſtakes ſhall be moved nor cords 


broken.—Theſe words which were in ſome meaſure & 
accompliſhed; about the time of the Maccabees, are 
amply verified with reſpect to the New Jeruſalem, | 
founded by Jeſus chriſt and his apoſtles.” Like a ta- 
bernacle ſet vp in. „ deſart v. is nga 4 2 
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the ſtorm; the city of Zion erected in the wilderneſs 


of death, and the grave, ſhall never be able to you 


— 


of this world, after ſuſtaining the violent tempeſts 
that have beat upon it, continues firmly eſtabliſhed; 


In truth it is a kingdom that cannot be moved, a- 
gainſt which the combined efforts of infernal powers, 


The citizens thereof who truſt in the Lord, and flouriſh 
like the graſs, ſhall be like literal mount Zion, which 
cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. Comfort- 
able thought ! The Higheſt himſelf ſhall eſtabliſh the 


church, the true ſpiritual Lion! Other cities have 


mouldered away, or been razed to their 28 


but the city of God, which is his own building, and 


wherein he hath his reſidence, ſhall never be over- 
thrown, but ſhall endure throughout all ages. ; onthe 


21 But there the glorious LORD anilh be 


| unto us a place of broad rivers and ſtreams ; 


wherein ſhall go no galley with oars, Wer 
hall gallant ſhip paſs thereby. 


The felicity and ſafety of the ig of God, 18 leſs, 
deſcribed under another beautiful emblem, which re- 
quires to be carefully examined. The church is ex- 
hibited as a city, that is pleaſantly fituated beſide 


ſome large rivers and fine ſtreams, into which no large 
ſhip of war ſhall enter with hoſtile intention, to alarm 
or annoy its inhabitants. Their proſperous ſtate ſhall. 


not only be firmly eſtabliſhed, but they ſhall rejoice: 


in their happineſs and privileges, as entirely depend-. 


ing upon God, the ſupreme Governor of the world: 
The expreſſion ſeems to allude to the land of Egypt;- 


Which was every where interſected, watered, and 
tendered fertile by the rivers and canals wherewith. | 


it abounded, that made it to reſemble the garden of 


the Lord. Perhaps it may have reference alfo to the 


city Memphis in that kingdom, which was encom- 
paſſed by the waters of the Nile. The firſt clauſe 
of the verſe may be. thus tranilated : Tea raiber the: 


Lord will be glorious unto ut. He will. moſt illuſtri- 5 


ouſly 
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ouſly manifeſt his glory in communicating defence 


to his people, to whom he will afford ſuch agreeable 
protection, as broad impaſſable rivers yield to the po- 

pulous cities that ſtand on their banks. Nor is this 
all; he will render their ſituation delightful and com. 
fortable, like thoſe fertile places which are watered 


by rivers and ſtreams; by means of which they poſ- 


ſeſs many conveniences, and have all kinds af the 
beſt proviſions conveyed to them. The fimititude 
plainly intimates, that the people of God were to aſ- 
ſume a pleaſant, plentiful appearance; that they were 


actually to poſſeſs abundance of deſirable good things, 


with many agreeable advantages; and to enjoy op- 
rtunities of maintaining intercourſe with the hea- 


pe | | 
venly and better country, where is fulneſs of joys and 
rivers of pleaſures for evermore. Wherein ſhall go no 


galley, &c. Broad rivers open a convenient paſſage 
tor ſhips of war to enter, with a view to moleſt and 
aſſault the cities that ſtand on their banks. On this 
account, their inhabitants are more expoſed to the 


encroachments and invaſions of enemies, than thoſe 


who dwell in the inland parts of the country. To 
obviate this circumſtance, which might give occaſion 
to uneaſineſs and ſolicitude, our Prophet declares, 
that in the broad rivers of which he ſpeaks, ſhall go 
no armed rowing veſſel. No ſhip of war, with hof- 
tile intention, ſhall frequent theſe rivers to haraſs; 


the Zion which they ſerve to beautify. Jehovah be- 
ing their fortreſs will preſerve her inhabitants from, 


the inſults of their enemies. —The citizeds of the 


New Jeruſalem are hereby aſſured, that they ſhall 


poſſeſs the ſpiritual privileges where with they are fa 
voured, free from many of the diſadvantages to which 
they may be ſuppoſed to be liable. Nothing can 
poſſibly do any eflential injury to thoſe, about hom 
the providence of God is employed for good. orld-, 
ly prerogatives expoſe | to many dangers, and ſame - 


times prove ruinous to their poſſeſſors; whereas ce 


privileges which God confers upon his ſervants, have, 
no ſuch tendency, nor ſhall their enemies be . 
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ted by means of them effectually to hurt their beſt 


intereſts. Though ſometimes moleſted by their foes, 
they are guarded hy ſtronger bulwarks than humag 


{kill and induftry can raife for their defence. There 


is a power above, far ſuperior to that of their adver. 
faries, which never fails to be exerted for their 

tection, from thence they derive'ſafety and Henke 
Thither let us have recourſe on every emergency; 


22 For the LORD 15 our joden the LORD 
zr our lawgiver, the LORD 17 our king ; he 
will ſave Us. | . 


Iſaiah i in name of * church n in thei intinute 


relations, in which they ſtand connected with Jeho- 
vah, from whom proceeds all the felicity they enjoy. 


—The Lord is our fudge. The all- ſuſſicient, omnipo- 


Teint Jehovah, who is merciful and gracious, is our 


judge, who inſtructs us with authority in the know- 


tedge of his perfect law, who cauſes us to under - 


ſtand his precepts, and who ſhall impartially deter. 


all the earth, who is perfectly acquainted with the 


character and conduct, and takes cognizance of 
the actions of every individual, and who ſhall ren- 
der to every man according to his works. He ac, 
curately diſcriminates our characters, though to 


human view involved in much obſcurity and uns 
certainty. He is our judge: to whom we appeal for 


juſtice when injured and oppreſſed, in whole equita- 


ble procedure and deciſions, we cordially acquieſce; 
and by whoſe final ſentence, we truſt that we ſhall 


be acquitted and ——— Lord is our lau | 


giver, who poſſeſſes ſupreme unlimited power of en- 


acting laws for the government of the univerſe. The 
right of legiſlation among men is derived from their 


a omen gr in — from the confent of e 
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willing people, who cheerfully conſecrate and reſign 


confers whatever 1 is conducive to their h 
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it is acquired by conqueſt, or ſome other way. Where- 


as the power of Jehovah to give laws, ariſes from his 
own glorious ſovereignty and underived univerſal do. 
minion. Their authority may be called in queſtion, 


it may be controlled, and it ey be limited, to the 


narrow bounds of the empire ſubject to their autho- 
rity. Jehovah gives aus to the whole creation, to 
the heavens, the earth, and the ſeas ; and for his'pe- 
culiar people he hath enacted ſtatutes, which are ho. 
ly, juſt, and good ; in the keeping of which, there is 


a great reward. Human laws extend only to the 


words and actions of men, to their external conduct, 
their temporal concerns, and ſocial intercourſe. The 
law of the Lord reaches to the thoughts and intents 
of the heart, to the conſcience, to mens ſpiritual and 
eternal intereſts; being admirably adapted to promote 
their preſent and future felicity.— The Lord is our 
king. He is indeed King over all the earth, the King 
of kings, and the Lord of lords, whoſe kingdom ruleth 
over all. He rules even in the midſt of his enemies; 
he infatuates their counſels ; he reſtrains their turbu- 
lent paſſions ; he baffles their wicked enterpriſes, and 
ſtills the tumults of the people. In a peculiar manner 
doth he reign over-his holy hill of Lon; where, by 
his mighty power, he ſubdues to himſelf a numerous' 


themſelves to his goventnant, On them he _—_ 
comfort; whilſt he defends them from the malicious 
deſigns, and powerful machinations of their adyerſa- 
ries, whom the will not allow to tyranniſe over them, 
and to deprive them of their moſt valuable preroga- 
tives. Well therefore may the church triumph in 
being Connected with Jehovah in theſe important re- 
lations, and from thence deduce with pleaſure this 


joyful inference—He\will { ſave us. In time paſt, by 


his omnipotent arm, he hath wrought for us many 
glorious: deliverances ; he reſcued us from bondage 
in ? Egypt; from captivity and oppo; from trea- 
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chery and-perſecution and i — "WS 
| after grant us all thoſe temporal ſalvations which -he 
ſees that we need from time to time. We hope alſa 
that he will crown us with ſpiritual and eternal fa 
vation; give us complete victory over all our ef 
mies, and that we ſha triumph in his praiſe, - --- +//,; 
Alfter the victories obtained by means of the Mac- 
cabees, the people of God would rejoice with peculiar 
pleaſure in their intimate connection with Jehovah, 
who wonderfully interpoſed. in their behalf. Under 


the New Teſtament, the ſeveral relations ſubſiſting. 


between the Moſt High and his church, being more 
fully eſtabliſhed, and more _ demonſtrated, they 


have ſtill more ample bye pond to glory in the Lord, 
and to hope for his ſalvation. Let our confidence 


then be placed on God who ſaveth the een 
heart, and ſuch as be of a contrite ſpirit. 


8 3 Thy tacklings are looſed ; they could . 


not well ſtrengthen their -maſt ; they could 


not ſpread the fail; then is the prey ot a great” 


| ſpoil divided: the lame take the Prey. 
7 
In theſe words, addreſſed to the enemies of ah 


choad, their weak confuſed ſtate is repreſented, as 
forming a contraſt to the flouriſhing condition of the 
fervants of God. Having defcribed the felicity of 


the church, under the beautiful emblem of a 1 


tile country, watered by pleaſant ſtreams, and ren- 
dered convenient for commerce by large rivers; our 


Prophet proceeds to exhibit the broken enfeebled 
ſtate of their adverſaries, by the ſimilitude of a veſſel 
in diſtreſs, that hath been diabledi in her tackle, maſts, 


and fails. —The tacklings may denote the good coun» 


ſels of wiſe ſenators, a ſtrong well diſciplined army, 
and money, which is necefiary to ſupply the exigen-' 
ces of the ſtate. Theſe tacklings are looſed, when 


few prudent men can be found to manage public af: 


fairs, and to form the manners of the citizens; when 


the ſoldiery become * and timid, and there is a 
icareity 
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ſcarcity of finances, to a into execution the ſalu- 
tary meaſures that are requiſite to be adopted. 
The could' not well frengthen their maſt. The maſt 

e ſhip may ſignify the moſt eminent perſon or | 
perſons in the kingdom, who were exalted above all 
the others; the king or ſupreme governors, who oct 


cupy the moſt ' conſpicuous ſtations, and poſſeſs the 
| greateſt influence. The maſt, in this figurative ſenſe, 
could not be well ſtrengthened; when the proper 
means of aiding and ſupporting the chief magiſtrate 


were wanting, or were greatly deficient, he could not 
receive the ſuccours that were requiſite to maintain 


the dignity and proſperity of ahi. empire. Perſons 8 


in power, elevated to the higheſt offices, are incapa- 
ble, by themſelves, to advance the public welfare, 
unleſs ſupported by the wealth, the intereſt, the ad- 
vice and courage of thoſe over whom they preſide. 
De Rue of ſuch aſſiſtance they could not read 
the The ſail may denote the means that were 
= to be applied, and vigorouſly extended 


without delay, in order to promote the purpoſes to | 


which they ought to be ſubſervient, for the benefit of 
the ſtate. Theſe the people employed i in managing 
public affairs, were unable immediately to uſe, ſo as 
to give effet to the meaſures whereby the common - 


Intereſt might have been forwarded. "They could 


not advance. the ſubſidies neceſſary for carrying on 
war; they could not form alliances that were pro- 
fitable with neighbouring nations; they could not 
enter into ſucceſsful negociations ; nor were they a- 


ble to complete thoſe —— works, which might have 


proved uſeful and ornamental to the nene 
conſequences ee ee | 
Then is the prey of a a great ſpoil divided, Kc. The - 


adverſe. power whole fn reſembled a ſhip in di- 


ſtreſs, is ſuppoſed to have met with a terrible ſtorm, 
whereby ſhe-had been dreadfully ſhattered, her ca- 
bles and ropes looſed or broken, her maſts diſabled, 
ſo that 2 was almoſt a wreck. When in this for- 


. e deſerted Py the mariners, who had loft 
___ | 
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eee the tempeſt, the 


valuable cargo wherewith ſhe was laden, becomes 8 
prey to the fraudulent and rapacious. In like _ 

ner, the ſtate or kingdom, inimical to the people 

_ God, intended by-this figurative deſcription, bavin 
been reduced to great. perplexity and diſtreſs, was tx 
fall a prey to neighbouring nations, who were to 

vide among them all their pillage which they 

gather. So eaſy was the prey ta be obtained, and ſc 


abundant were to be the ſpoils, that even the maim- 


ed and the feeble, were without fear or difficulty, t0 
lay hold of them. From hence we learn, what ſhall 
be the deplorable condition of thoſe who injure the 
ſervants of the Moſt High; . inſtead of accompliſhing 
their hoſtile deſigns, they themſelves ſhall become g 
prey to thoſe whom they are unable to reſiſt, Whilſt 
the church under the en of menen wr 
kl. wn proſper. . ya; 


224 And the 9 ſhall not ſay "Iu 
fick: the people that dwell ones ll be 0 


* ym their iniquitʒ. iT 
\ Jaiah concludes his deſorintion 7 the Klicity of 


Jeruſalem with a ſolemn aſſurance, that the citizens at 
the period to which he refers, ſhould not have graund 


to complain of the prevalence of any mortal diſtem- 


r. It is evident from obſervation and hiſtory, that 

does not mean to affirm, that they ſhould be to- 
tally exempted from all manner of. bodily. diſeaſe or 
ficknels, from ſome meaſure of which, none are ex- 
cluded in this preſent world, in which men are born 
to trouble as the ſparks fly upward. He ſeems to 
have had primarily in view, the languor, 197 
and diſtreſs that good men feel, on account 
calamities, the notorious ſins and ſcandals, "fk 
who profeſs to belong to the church of God. 
cording to this interpretation, our Prophet 2 
that the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, at the time to 


winch he alludes, 0. delivered from abounding 


tranſgreſſion 


ming 


* 
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 tranſgreffin, from the effects of the divine difplea- 
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ſure, and conſequentiy from the cauſes of public ſor- 
row and complaint, they were to rejoice in the firm 
perſuaſion al the divine favour and 
The words however admit of a higher and more im- 
portant ſenſe. As the bodies, fo the ſouls of men are 


liable to various diſtempers, which greatly enfeeble 


and afflict them. In” reference tothels ſpiritual dig 


orders, the y intimates, that the citi- 
zens of the New erufalem ſhall not have reaſon to 
complain of any dangerous indiſpoſition of this ſort, 


ariſing from — — of unpardoned guilt, or in- 
diſpoſition for the exereiſes of the divine liſe. Not 
one of its regenerated inhabitants ſhall have cauſe to 
fay, I am fick; fo weak through ſpiritual diſtem- 
pers, that I am incapable of uſing the means of poor 
moting the ſpiritual life; ſa diſtreſſed with x- 
ing fears, that I feel myſelf unable to perform the 
work that God hath aſſigned to me. Having their 


powers renovated and invigorated, and being reſtored 
to a ſound and active ſtate, they ſhall not have reaſon 


to complain of languor and liſtleſſneſs, God ſhall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there ſhall 
be no more death, neither ſorrow nor crying, neither 

* ſhall there be any more pain; for thug! p 


are paſſed away *. 


The people that duell therein, Gap. To the promilh 5 
of ſpiritual health and proſperity, contained in the for- 
mer part of this verſe, is fubjoined the reviving afli 

rance. of the pardon of fin. Several emphatic wo 
are uſed in ſcripture to-expreſs mens violations of the 
divine law, which forcibly repreſent their odiouſmeſs 


and enormity. They are denominated tranſgreſſions 


or departures from God; treſpaſſes whereby he is of. 
fended; ſins or deviations from the mark at which 


we ought to aim; iniquities whereby we obſtinate “? 


pervert the bleſſings of his els, and infringe 'on 
the rights of his majeſty. They are evils of the great- FA 
eſt magnitude, which _— to has moſt awful cala. 
Vor. II. be” , Gem ermog 
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Old and New Teſtament, to expreſs this privilege, 
which ſerve to inſtruct in its nature and effects. In 
conferring this invaluable bleſſing, God is ſaid to ſhew 


mercy; to exhibit a rich diſplay of this glorious attri. 
bute ; to be gracious or propitious, through the aton. 
ing ſacrifice that he hath On 'not to impute | 


ſin, or place it to account; to caſt it away, fo that it 
ſhall never be found; to remit the puniſhment it de- 
ſerves; to forgive or pardon the offence. From theſe 


and fimilar expreſſions, we learn the import of the | 
precious bleſſing promiſed to the inhabitants of Je; 
ruſalem, introductory to the enjoyment of true feli- 


city, It abſolves from the crimes that have been 
committed; it cancels guilt; it removes obligation 
to deſerved puniſhment ; it takes away iniquity > - 
pacifies conſcience ; it relieves from uneaſineſs; 

aſſuages grief; and opens the way to the 2 
cation of every divine favour. Well might the royal 
Pſalmiſt exclaim, Blefſed is he whoſe tranſgreſſion 


is forgiven, whoſe ſin is covered. Bleſſed is the man 


« unto whom the Lord imputeth not-iniquity *. For 
this benefit, he calls upon all that was within him to 
bleſs the Lord. To this noble, yet arduous work of 


Praiſe, he ſummons all his faculties, that with united 


vigour, they might render his praiſe the more glo- 


rious. To this delightful employment, we ought to 


be ſtimulated by the ineſtimable worth of this mercy, 
eſpecially when conjoined with the other next men- 
tioned by the ſweet Lſalmiſt of Iſrael +, * who heal- 
eth all thy diſeaſes ;} who hath brought thee out 
of the depths of diſtreſs, when afflicted with bodily 
diſtempers, and who hath cured thoſe {piritual mala- 


dies, that are attended with the molt alarming ſymp- a 


toms, and fatal effects. 

If you inquire to what time, to what ſtate of the 
ehurch doth theſe predictions accord. A lively image 
of their more full ITS ra: preſents itſelf to 

W | view, 

* pfal. xxxii. 7. + Pfl. cui. 3. 


ON THE rifle. S 


__ ities, How ineſtimable then the benefit of forgive 
neſs ! Several ſignificant words are employed in the 
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| view, in the period wherein we have ſeen fulfilled 
in ſome” meaſure, the prophecies contained in this 
chapter. Then the kingdom of Syria, which had 
long retained its firmneſs: and ſtability, was undone. 
The military force ſent againſt the Jews was entirely 
routed, the kingdom was divided into factions, and 
that once formidable power fell a prey to the inha- 
bitants of-Judea, to the Egyptians, and to other na- 
tions, who were enriched by their ſpoils. This literal 
fulfilment by theſe events, leads forward our views 
to its farther accompliſhment by events analagous to 
theſe, which befel the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. The ; 
ſhip whoſe tackling was looſed, repreſents the great 
body of mankind, which, at the appearance of Jeſus 
Chrift, were immerſed in ſuperſtition and idolatry. 
Then the bands of tradition, cuſtom, and vain cere- 
monies, whereby they had long been united, were ſo 
looſed, that their leaders and temples were — 
and their rites deemed ſacred were laid aſide. At 
that memorable period, the church of God by the 
word of his teſtimony; obtained the victory over their 
adverſaries, and divided their ſpoils; whilſt the citizens 
of Lion, cured of their ſpiritual diſtempers, were bleſ- 
ſed with holy ſerenity and joy, in the aſſuranee of 
the remiſſion of their ſins, and in the proſpect of a 
city whaſe- builder and maker is God. + Then as it 
is written, Acts ix. 31. The churches had: reſt 
throughout all Judea, 92 Galilee, and Samaria, and 
vere edified, and walking in the fear of the Lord, 
and in the comfort of the ee r- were ae. 
eren 1 72 jc 1897 
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FE now enter on the diſcuſſion of the third — 
phetic oration, compriſed in the third book of 
Iiniah's prophecies. ; The firſt part of it in the chapter 
before us, contains a ſolemn denunciation of divine 
vengeance againit the powers of this world, which are 
ad verſe to the people of God; eſpecially againſt ſons 
blood-thirſty formidable enemy to the church, to 
which is given the nameof Edom,and to her metropolis 
that of Bozra. The terrible calamities that were 
be inflicted upon their foes, are here pro 
confirm their taith and hope in the promiſes, where, 
by they are aſſured that they ſhall be delivered fi 
the hands of their enemies, to afford them ground'o 
joy and triumph in the Lord their God. To excite 
them accurately to obſerve the difpenſations of Pro- 
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vidence, carefully to ſtudy the prophecies, and dili- 7 

gently to compare the events with the predictions; ry 

that they may become intimately. ay nmr with 02 

the ways of God.— The Holy Spirit, delineating by ve 

the pen of our Prophet, the future adverſe fortunes it 

of the church, their affliftions, with the cauſes _ wi 

authors of them, having exhibited the pe: ” 15 

Fa cution, proceeds to — af another — var 2 
4 ſor, with the conſequent dreadful judgments wt dh. 
he ſhould ſuffer. The diſcourſe, remarkable for its 75 

magnificence and grandeur, commences with a judi- Ge 

cial ſummons delivered to people of my deſerip- at 

tion, requiring them to hearken attentively to the are 


decree of heaven, now made known, reſpecting the ry 
nations that diſtreſs and perſecute the ſervants of God, * 
ver. 1. The determined judgment itſelf is then pub- 
| Hſhed, and illuſtrated by references to its cauſe and elir 
effects, v. 2—4.— Leaving this general topic, our Pro- my 
phet brings forward, from among the powers that op- you 
pole the kingdom of God, a ſpecific object, à parti. M tio; 
cular people and country, againſt which he denoun- | 
ces extreme, emedinble, D e Ir you 
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der various figures and emblems, introduced with 
great-elegarice and v. $—tf 5'——The chapter | 
_ concludes with a ſolemn Cairn of the certain» 
ty of the threatened calamities, and an 33 
rance ef their 2 v. 10, 18 


- CHAP. xn w . 


Can. near; ye nations, to hear? and! Beate 
ken, ye people: let the 11 hear, and 
ali that is therein ; the world, | things 
that come forth of i en TY." ae 8 Aug 85 


The exordium to this fablime rap Has diſcourſe is 
ſhaxt, but highly intereſting, intended to excite gene- 
ral attention and cloſe application of mind to theve- 
ry important ſuhject which is here diſcuſſed. The 
call addreſſed to 1 7 85 intelligent creation is gt- 
ven in terms that are agreeably diverſified, by which 
it is forcibly 3 e nations, deeply concerned itt 
what I am about to ſay, on whom the judgments - 
now to be denounced be inflited—7. e people, of 
every tribe, who ought to receive inſtruction fiom 
the following predictions, with reſpect to your 2 
duct in general, and particularly to the church 


God, which you ought to beware of injuring.—The 


earth and all that is therein. All its inhabitants that 
are capable of underſtanding and perception, of eve- 
ry denomination, high aud low, rich and poor. Th 
world, and ell that i come forth of it, in every genera, 
tion; the Whole race of mankind, of 1 12 
clime, and deſcription. To you, O men I call: ad 
my voice is to the ſons of men. Come, near, p | 
yourlelyes | in a proper poſture, to receive the NS 
tions I am authorized by the God of the whole earth 
to communicate unto you. Hear and hearken, From 
you K ng ſerious attention; incline your ears 
unto 
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unto my words, and eagerly liſten to the predictions 
I am going to utter. Let all, without exception, 


bear with reverence and awe, and give undoubted 
credit to thoſe ſolemn declarations, which Jeho- 
vah will fulfil in their ſeaſon.— The obvious de- 
fign of theſe repeated invitations, delivered with the 


teſt earneſtneſs, is to ſnew that what follows is 


of the higheſt importance, deſerving to be thoroughly 

—— — and laid to heart; and to intimate, that 
men are averſe to yield proper reſpect to the ſubject 
of this prophecy. With great propriety, therefore, 


are we admoniſhed to give it the utmoſt attention, and 
awakened to ſerious conſideration.—I hope, my bre- 
thren, that, in obedience to this preſſing demand, 


you are now prepared by this animated introduction, 
to give ear to the word of God, which 1 ſhall en- 


deavour, through divine aſſiſtance, to pi ang 15 
luſtrate. | 


2 For the indien dee of the LORD! is up- 
on all nations, and hir fury upon all their ar- 


mies: he hath utterly deſtroyed them, he hath 


delivered them to the ſlaughter. 


Inthisandthe APY that mmedbately fallow, the _ 


divine decree is promulgated, reſpecting the narions 


which perfecute the church, and endeavour to over- 


throw the kingdom of the Moſt High. The ſubject 
is elucidated by its cauſes and effects. The deciſion 
18 weighty and awful, and apt to ſtrike terror into the 


minds of thoſe to whom it is publiſhed.— For the in- 


dignation of the Lord, &c. Though indignation and 
fury are human paſſions, yet they are attributed to 
God, when he ſeems to act in ſome meaſure as men 
that are highly incenſed. The expreſſion imports 


that the fierce anger of Jehovah being kindled intq 


a flame, by the atrocious wickedneſs of the adverſa- 
ries of his people, he would make them feel the dire- 


ful effects of his hot diſpleaſure, which were to be ex- 


tended not to ſome, but. to all n without ex; 


yp 


* LY ſt. . 1 2 


armies. By the moſt terrible judgment 
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ception, who had ſhewn themſelves inimical to the 


intereſts of his church. And his fury upon all their 
| which the 
Almighty was about to execute, on the avowed ac- 


tive enemies of his ſervants, he would diſplay-ſoye- 


reign contempt of their daring preſumption, his per- 
fect deteſtation of their wickedneſs, and his juſt re- 


ſentment of their enormous crimes. His wrath and 


vengeance were in a ſpecial manner to be directed a- 
gainſt their armies, which had been employed in ma- 
king war againſt his ſaints, in diſtreſſing his inheri- 
tance, and in oppoſing his honour and intereſt in the 
world. How dreadful beyond conception muſt be 
his indignation! Who can ſtand before his fury who 
ſhaketh the earth out of his place, who cauſeth the 
pillars of heaven to tremble, who rebuketh the ſea 
and maketh it dry, who overturneth the mountains 
in his anger? — He hath _— deſtroyed. them, &c. 
Theſe words plainly.intimate, that the people ſpoken 


of were devoted to deſtruction by the ſword, that 


their blood was to be ſhed in large meaſure, in the 
ſore conflicts wherein they were to be engaged. The 
threatened puniſhment, though then future is expreſ- 


| ſed as if it had been already inflicted, to intimate its 
ſpeedy approach and unqueſtionable certainty; ac- 


cording to the eternal purpoſe of him who worketh 


all in all. 


3 Their ſlain alſo ſhall be caſt out, and their 
ſtink ſhall come up out of their carcaſes, and 
the mountains ſhall be melted with their blood. 

The dead bodies of thoſe who were ſlain in battle 
were to be denied the privilege of burial, and ſuffer- 
ed to lie in the open fields, that they might be de- 


voured by ravenous beaſts and birds. Vaſt multi, 


tudes of carcaſes expoſed and mangled, would pro- 
duce a diſagreeable ſtench, extremely offenſive and 
noxious to the ſurviving inhabitants. So immenſe a 
quantity of human blood was to be ſhed at this _ 
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_. riod, that, according to the hyperbolical lungusgs 
here uſed, not only the lower places of the earth 
were to be moiſtened by it, but even the mountains 

were to be thereby ſoftened. Than this no expreſ. 
fion could be ſtronger or more foreible. By the ful. 
filment of this prediction, God poured out his wrath 
upon the heathen that have not known him, and up- 
on the kingdoms that have not called upon his name; 
for they have devoured Jacob, and laid waſte his 
dwelling place #. Though the ambition and Ny 
of many nations were employed to chaſtiſe offendi 

Iſrael, yet were they juſtly puniſhed in their t 
with deſolating judgments, Apecially with the ſword; 
which devours from one end of the mne 1 
fo that no fleſh hath peace f. | 


4 And all-the hoſt of heaven mall be adde. 
ved, and the heavens ſhall be rolled together 
as a {croll; and all their hoſt ſhall fall down; 
as the leaf falleth off from the vine; and's as 0 


ms fig from the fig-tree. 


To elucidate the ſubject whereof our 
treats, another emblem of peculiar excellence is in- 
troduced, taken from a terrible ſtorm, by which the 
' heavens and their luminaries ſeem to be diſturbed and 
obſcured. The overthrow of nations is compared to 
the celeſtial bodies, when dreadfully agitated and. 
falling from their places. This ſpecies of metaphor, 
which is truly ſublime, is admirably adapted to the 
prophetic ſtile, particularly to the fubjea of this pre- 
diction. Some degree of obſcurity is neceflary in 
prophecy, ariſing from the impropriety of complete- 
ly revealing every thing connected with the e- 
vents that are foretold; which, though clearly indi- 
cated, the manner and circumſtances relative to their 
accompliſhment, are left involved in uncertainty; 
For this purpoſe the imagery here exhibited is excels 
bn adapted, whilſt it expreſſes the mind of tha 


e 


— 


Pt. lax, 6, 7. FI all. 12. | 


ſelling extenſive power and influence; ſuch as KINGS, 


Their downfal is illuftrated by two well 
litudes. As the leaf, after having been agitated for 


vim. 4. PROPHECIES or ISATAH. 137 


Prophet, and the magnitude of the event; it cons. 
ceals miniuter incidents attending the fubjetct of the 
prophecy.” As the prediction now before us cannot 
be literally underſtood, we muſt have recourſe to th 
figurative and more interior fenſe of the words, agree- 


ably to which it muſt be interpteted.—Grear public 


calamities 'are deſcribed by the Prophets, as if the 
order of nature was inverted and totally changed. A 
remarkable inſtance occurs in this verſe, ooo 


And all the hoſt of heaven ſhall be diffifued, &c. 


The hoſt of heaven, the ſim, the moon, and the ftars, 


may denote perſons occupymg ſuperior ſtations, poſ- 


- * & 


princes, and ſubordinate great men. This hoſt {ba 

be diſſolved, or conſumed, as the Hebrew word figni- 
fies ; they ſhall be deprived-of their former ſplendid 
appearance, which ſhall be exchanged for that which 
is much leſs luminous, and attractive of notice and 
reſpect, or they ſhall be altogether extinguiſhed.— 
The heavens ſhall be rolled together, &. The heavers 
may denote the whole ſaperior ſtate of the empire, 
both civil and eccleſiaſtical, which ſhall be involved 
in obſeurity; ſo that all the admirable order, ele- 
gance, and beauty they had difplayed, ſnall entirely 
diſappear; The expreſſion points at the total aboli- 
tion of the political ſyſtem of the kingdom, that 1s, 
the ſubje& of the prediction. And all thrir B. Su. 
preme and ſubordinate rulers, with public teachers, 
whoſe buſineſs is to enlighten the ſtate by their au- 
thority, inſtructions, and example. The perſons who 
filled theſe feveral ſtations, and ſerved as luminaries to 
the people, ſpall be diveſted of their office and cha- 


racter.— They ſhall fall down ts the Ons, Fin | 
nown fim- 


ſome time dy a ftrong wind or tempeſt, drops connec- 
tion with the tree wheteby it was nouriſhed ; in like - 
manner, people who had been in*eminence and power 
were to quit their places. As a falling fig or blaſted 
fruit is blown down from the trees whereon they 
Vol. III. FE grew, 


— 
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grew, and lie uſeleſs ſcattered on the ground ; fo the 


perſons ſpoken of were to, he driven from their ſta- 


tion, and their relation to the ſtate diſſolved.— The 
tremendous judgment, which is here denounced” in 
hyperbolical language, againſt the cruel enemies of 
the church of God, intimates that a thorough change 
was to take place in their circumſtances and govern- 


ment, and that their civil and religious officers were 


to be aboliſhed. And according to this prediction, 
the powers that have been adverſe to the kingdom 
of God have ſucceſſively come to nought ; and thoſe 
who perſiſt in their oppoſition to its intereſts, ſhall in 
their turn alſo be certainly overthrown. Indeed all 
the operations of divine Providence, reſpeQing the 


nations of the earth hoſtile to the ſervants of God, 


tend to the fulfilment 5 this . in its 1 


5 For my 1 ſhall be bathed in SEW 
behold it ſhall come down on Idumea, and 
upon the people of my. curle, to Judgment. 


Our Prophet now deſcends from a general to a paz 5 


ticular object, and denounces terrible vengeance to 
be executed againſt Edom by means of the ſword, 
He declares that the time was approaching, wherein 
the wrath of the Almighty being kindled againſt the 
malignant enemies of his people, who had long o 
preſſed and afflicted them, he would make a terrible 

laughter! among their pringes, their rich and great 
men. The figurative terms uſed to deſcribe thus e. 
vent, are taken from the practice of a perſon of di- 
ſtinguiſhed rark, who, intending to prepare a great 
feaſt, flays ſuch a number of lambs, goats, and rams, 
that the knife employed in killing them may be ſaid 
to be ſatiated with blood. The ſword of the Lord 
may denote thoſe deadly inſtruments, which he was 


to employ for inflicting his righteous judgments up- 


on thoſe who had acted in hoſtility againſt his church. 
This ſword, tliele en, mall be . or, ag 
the 
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the Hebrew word ſignifies, ſhall be glutted with blood | 


in the heavens. If the heavens are underſtood lite- 
rally, the expreſſion refers to the decree of the Moſt 
High, which appointed the inſtruments of vengeance, 
and from whence they derived their efficacy, for ac- 
compliſhing the purpoſe here ſpecified. If they are 
meant figuratively, the prediction imports, that the 
ſword ſhould be bathed in the blood of mighty emi- 
nent men, which was to be ſhed in large meafures.— 


_ Behold it ſhall come down on 1dumea, and ſhall devour 


with irreſiſtible fury the inhabitants of that devoted 
country, fituated to the ſouth of Judea.—Ard upon 
the people of my curſe, to judgment. As the children of 
Jacob were bleſſed, ſo the poſterity of Eſau were cur- 
ied, of the God of heaven and earth. The prophetic 


benediction pronounced by their father on the for- 
mer runs thus: Curſed be every one that curſeth 


thee, and bleſſed is he that bleſſeth thee *.“ With 
theſe words of the patriarch, the ſolemn declaration 
emitted by the prophet Jeremiah perfectly accords. 
For I have ſworn by myſelf, faith the Lord, that 


. * Bozrah ſhall become a deſolation, a reproach, a a 


« waſte, and a curſe ; and all the cities thereof ſhall 
be a perpetual waſte +.' The Edomites uniformly 
diſcovered inveterate malice and enyy againſt the Iſ- 
raclites ; and, notwithſtanding they were brethren, 
they would not allow them a paſſage through their 
land, but came out againft them in a hoſtile manner. 
They uſed violence againſt the Jews; and when the 
Babylonians carried them away captive, the Edom- 


ites encouraged them to raze Jeruſalem to the foun- 
dation. Juſtly therefore were they conſigned to that 


deſtruction which God threatened to inflict upon 
them by his ſervant Ezekiel; Thus faith the Lord 

God, 1 will alſo ſtretch out mine hand upon Edom, 
4 Ka: will cut off man and beaſt from it ; and I will 
make it deſolate . With propriety, then, are the 
inhabitants of Idumea called the people of God's 
curle ; 4. e. devoted to certain, puniſhment and miſe- 


Gen. xxvii. 29. — Jer. ulix, 183 Chap. xxv. 1 3. 
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ry. It is written, curſed i is every one that continueth 


not in all things which are written in the book of the 


law to do them. Let us then have immediate re- 
coarſe, iu the manner he bath preſcribed, to him who 


redeems from the curſe. Affected with our "he 


ble condition, and laying afide ſecurity and felt: 
fidence, let us renounce thoſe fins which have 5 
ſed us to deſtruction, and cordially Fable to the _ 
of God as our Saviour and Lord. 


6 The ſword of the LORD is filed with 
blood, it is made fat with fatneſs, and with 
the blood of lambs and goats, and with the fat 


of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath 


a ſacrifice in Bozrah, and a _ ſlaughter ir in 
the land of Idumea. 


The fword of Jehovah; the ioftrament hob in 


righteous judgment he was to employ in laying 


waſte the people, who had become the objects of his 
dread diſpleaſure, is affirmed to be filled or ſatiated 
with blood, and made fat with fatneſs. Theſe figura- 
tive expreſſions, like that uſed in the preceding verſe, 


in which actions proper to living creatures are attribu- 


ted to this weapon of war, ſtrongly intimate the pro- 


digious devaſtation which was to be made in the land 


of Edom or Idumea. So great ſhould be the flaugh- 


ter in that country, that the ſword was incapable of 
acting longer, with that keenneſs and effect which it 


had formerly done. The country of Edom abounded 


with fine cattle, eſpecially with thoſe of the leſſer 
kinds, ſuch as rams, goats, and lambs, which were 


the animals appointed to be offered in ſacrifice upon 
the altar of God, under the former diſpenſation. The 
vaſt multitudes of them which were to be ſlain, along 
with the Edomites, their proprietors, by the ſword or 
the: knife uſed for killing beaſts, would ſo blunt and 
wear off the edge of the ſharpeſt inſtruments, that 
they ſhould appear to. have had ſufficient employ- 
ment, and fully to juſtify this ſtriking deſcription. 

| ei For 
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For the Lord hath a — Ke. Sa which 
6gnifies a fortified city incloſed by high walls, was 
anciently the Name of the metropolis of Edom. In 
this place, or in ſome city and country analogous to 
the places here mentioned, it is affirmed that the 
Lord hath a facrifice. Sacrifices were anciently in- 
ſtituted for the honour of God, to demonſtrate his 


hatred of ſin, and the neceſſity of blood being ſhed, 


to make expiation for the guilt of the tranſgreſſors. 
For theſe purpoſes a ſacrifice. was to be made at Boa. 
rah, of the rich, the great, and powerful gnemies of 


the people of God; whereby his wrath was to be re- 


vealed from heaven againſt their unrighteouſneſs, and 
eſpecially againſt the enmity they had diſcovered to 
his church. This ſacrifice and great ſlaughter was 
to be made not only of the animals here mentioned, 
but of the inhabitants of Idumea, their proprietors, 


who were deſtined to death and deſtruction. In the 


prophetic ſtile; the names of various animals are gi- 
ven to men, of whom, in ſome reſpects, they: afford a 
ſ{ymbolical reprefentation. The fierce, the proud, 
and powerful enemies of the ſervants of God, are ipo- 


ken of under the defignation of lions, unicorns, and 


bulls; thoſe who are denominated the fat ones of the 


earth, and the mighty, who are the proper objects 
of divine vengeance, and ſuited for the ſlaughter, are 
here mentioned by the names of lambs, goats, and 
rams. Ezekiel, as well as Iſaiah, hath ſet th the 


prince and leaders of thoſe powers which are adverſe 


to the kingdom of God, under the ſame emblems; 


and has added to the boldneſs of the imagery, by in- 
troducing Jehovah ſummoning all the fowls of the 
air, and the beaſts of the field, to the feaſt which he 
has prepared for them, by the ſlaughter of the ad- 
verſaries of his glory. This judicial ſentence pro- 
nounced upon the literal Edom and Bozrah, was in 
ſome meaſure executed by the Maccabees, who flew 
above 60,000 of the Edomites, and deftroyed their 


lortreſſes and Rrong holds *. In the myſtical and 


more 
2 Maccab. x. 15. e/eq. ' 
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more recondite meaning the prophecy hath been alſo 
fulfilled. '- In the allegorical ſenſe of the words, ſome 
country and city may be intended, which bears a 
ſtriking reſemblance to the literal Edom and Bozrah, 


in the fame manner as the rulers and inhabitants of | 


Jeruſalem are addreſſed under the character of the 
princes of Sodom and people of Gomorrah *. The 
Edomites, who were the poſterity of Abraham, onee 


conſtituted part of the church of God, and profeſſed 


the true religion which after they had corrupted, and 


were become addicted to idolatry and ſuperſtition, 


they grievouſly perſecuted. In like manner the pev- 
ple of the myſtical Edom, the celebrated city of 
Rome, after having for ſome time profeſſed the true 
doErine and worſhip of. the Son of God, debaſed the 
Chriſtian religion by their odious ft uperſtitions, and 


became virulent perſecutors of the ſaints whoſe blood 
they ſhed, and whom they treated with the greateſt 


cruelty. On this account the moſt tremendous  judg- 

ments are denounced againſt them, not only in thus 
prophecy, but eſpecially in the corteſponding pre- 

dictions contained in the book of Revelation. 


And the unicorns ſhall come down with 


has, and the bullocks with the bulls; and 


their land ſhall be ſoaked with blood, and 
their duſt made fat with fatneſs. 85 , 


The unicorn is an animal Kink for den h, 


for ferocity, and the large ſize of his horn. the 


bullocks and the bulls, which are well known, it is 
unneceſſary to attempt any deſcription. lt ſeems a 
great ſlaughter was to be made of theſe creatures in 
the land of Idumea, at the time this prophecy was 
literally fulfilled. I ſuppoſe; however, that they are 
chiefly to be conſidered as emblematical of the pow- 
erful, fierce, obſtinate enemies of the people of God, 
who are ſometimes ſpoken of in ſeripture under theſe 
names. In the 22d Plalm, David, as a type of Je- 


* chr ab of this Prophecy. 


ſus 
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ſus Chriſt, enforces his requeſt for divine ſupport: by 
this argument, Many bulls have compaſied me; 
and again, thon haſt heard me from the horns. of 
the unicorns *; by which. expreſſion, apphed to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, may de meant, that his prayers were hear 
when conflicting with the Scribes and Phariſees, with 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, all of whom he vanquiſh- 
ed by his death. The proud, the mighty, and the 
ſtubborn foes of the church of God, repreſented by 
the animals here mentioned, ſhould, according to this 
prediction, be caſt down and deſtroyed. The dread- 
ful conſequence ſhall be And 1heir land ſhall be ſoak- 
ed with blood, &c. as formerly from time to time it 
had been moiſtened and ſoftened by rain from hea- 
ven.— And the duſt that had been dry and barren 
was to be enxiched with human blood, and the car- 
caſes of thoſe that were ſlain and had no burial. How 
aw Ful the righteous vengeance of the Almighty ! 
when he renders tribulation to them that troubled 
his faithful ſervants, his wrath becomes terrible as 

| tire, and conſumes his enemies round about. 


0 For it is the. day of the LORD's $ ven- 
geance, and the year of recompences for the 
controverſy of Lion. | 


The Prophet declares that Alwiahty God was a- 
bout to avenge the injuries done to Lion, and ſevere- 
ly to puniſh the crimes of her enemies. The moſt 
proper time fixed by infinite wiſdom for this purpote 
was to arnve at the hencd wherein this prophecy _ 
ſhould be accompliſhed. Though the righteous Lo 
may bear long with the wicked, and permit them to 
go on in their treſpaſſes, yet he will brin g down their 
violent dealing on their own head, and repay them 
according to their deeds. | * Vengeance and recom- 
+ penfe is mine; I will pay, ſaith the Lord . Ven- 
geance belongeth unto God, and to him alone; it is 
Nis cet work, AA whom tran! greſſion is com- 
| mitted ; 
* Ver. 12. and 27, - | + Deut. xxxii. 35. 
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mitted; it is he who hath, appointed magiſtrates to 
execute juſt puniſhment upon evil doers. The con- 
fummate purity of his nature, his inflexible righte- 
duſneſs, his infinite power, and everlaſting faithful- 
neſs, give the ſtrongeſt aſſurance that in the moſt 
proper ſeaſon he will avenge his own elect. Beſides, 
in his word of truth, he ſolemnly and repeatedly de- 
clares, that he will render a recompenſe to his ad- 
verſaries; whilſt attentive obſervers of his providen- 
tial diſpenſations cannot fail to perceive that he ac- 
tually doeth as he hath faid.—/n the year of recom- 
pences for the controverſy of Zion. This controverſy 
is the ſharp conteſt that ſubſiſts between the church 
of God and the wicked men of this world, who on all 
decaſions diſcover rooted enmity againſt the godly. 
This controverſy is maintained with great warmth 
on both ſides. The people. of God, firmly attached 
to truth and righteouſneſs, peremptorily refuſe 'to 
make any prohibited conceſſions to their antagoniſt, 
whilſt they prudently refrain from reproach and in- 
jury. The ungodly and profane bitterly revile and 
upbraid their opponents, and endeavour, by acts of 
oppreſſion and cruelty, ſo to exaſperate them as to 
induce them to retaliate. Whilſt this diſcord and ya- 
riance continues, the time of recompenſe commen- 
ces; Jehovah himſelf appears as the ſupreme judge 
who determines the cauſe in agitation, in the eourſe 
of his providence ; by inflfting terrible judgments fi1 


— ad — a—_—_ 0 


„ 


on the aggreilors, and vindicating the injured: inno- {et 
cence of his ſervants.— I conclude this article by ad- wi 
dreſſing you in the words of the apoſtle Paul, writing tw 

do the ſaints at Rome: Dearly beloved, avenge not rac 
_ * yourſelves; but rather give place unto wrath : for en 

* it is written, Vengeance is mine, I will repay, faith Je1 


* the Lord. Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed thi 
him; if he thirſt; give him drink: for in ſo doing Ver 
* thou ſhalt heap coals. of fire on his head. Be not of 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” cia 


9 And 


Rom. xii. 19, 20, 21, 
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9 And che ſtreams thereof ſhall be turned 
into pitch, and the duſt thereof into brim- 
ſtone, and the land thereaf thall become burn- 


ing pitch 


In this and the ſix verſes that 1 follow, 


is recorded the latter part of the judicial ſentence 


pronounced upon the land of Idumea, wherein it is 


adjudged to perpetual deſolation. Our Pro phet, 


whoſe copious language and powers of a e 
are truly admirable, under the choiceſt and ſtrongeſt 
figures, repreſents the country and city above men- 
tioned as deſolated by war, as laid waſte by fire; and 
devoted to everlaſting deſtrution—deprived not on- 
ly of its inhabitants, but reduced to the miſerable 
ſtate, wherein it ſhould become the reſidence of thoſe - 
wild animals which ſhun intercourſe with man.— 
And the ſtreams ther eof ſhall be turned into pitch, &c. 
There ſeems to be an alluſion in theſe words to the 

overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, with the neigh- 
bouring cities, on account of their extreme wicked- 


neſs. The Lord God rained upon them fire and 
brimſtone from heaven; he overthrew thoſe cities 
and all the plain about them, with all the inhabi- 


 tants, and all that grew upon the ground *. That 
once fruitful valley, which is reported to extend a- 


bout thirty miles in length and ten miles in breadth, 


continues to this day a great lake, having an offen- 
five ſmell, ſo that there is not a living creature to be 
ſeen there. In ſeripture, this ſevere puniſhment 
which terminated in utter ruin, is mentioned above 
twenty times, as an example of the deſtruction of 1{- 


racl +, and of the devaſtation to be brought on their, | 


enemies, particularly on the Edomites, as we read in 

Jeremiah xlix. 17,18. The apoſtle Jude affirms, that. 

this perpetual monument of the wrath of God re- 

— from heaven, is emblematical of the v 

of eternal fire wich the ungodly ſhall ſuffer, cat 

cially thoſe that n the n The. -Expotſhon 
n : before 

0 Go xix. 24. | g Deut. xxix. 23. 
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before us ſtrongly i intimates, in hyperbolical language, 

that when God would execute righteous vengeance 
on the enemies of his people, ſuch a change was to 
be made in the country they poſſeſs, as if the ſtreams 


were converted into pitch, the duft into brimſtone, 


and the land into burning pitch—That the import. 
ant advantages which they had enjoyed were to 
prove dangerous and noxious, and that they ſhould 
experience the moſt dreadful alterations in their cir- 


cumſtances, at the time when God would vifit them 
for their fins. Indeed the mind of man cannot con- 
ceive a more horrible ſcene than that which is here 
exhibited, eſpecially when taken in connection _ 


what is immediately added. ; 


10 It ſhall not be quenched night nor PR 
the ſmoke thereof ſhall go up for ever; from 
generation to generation it ſhall lie waſte; none 


MA paſs through it for ever and ever." 


' Iaiah ſeems to Jook beyond the 8 evils of 
this preſent life, to the everlaſting deſtruction of the 
wicked in the future ſtate. Having ſuggeſted the 
terrible idea of burning pitch, left any might imagine 


that the conflagration would be ſoon over, he expli- 


citly declares, that the miſeries whereof he ſpeaks 
ſhall have neither interruption nor end. The tor- 
ment of the inveterate enemies of the kingdom of 


God ſhall never ceaſe or be alleviated; neither day 
nor night ſhall yield them relief. To confirm the 
predicted perpetual deſolation, one expreſſion is ſub- 
Joined to another, the more deeply to impreſs the 
momentous truth upon the minds of men. What a 


terrible aggravation of diſtreſs, when to the agonizing 


ſenſe of preſent miſery is added the certain proſpect 
of its endleſs duration! It is unneceſſary to enlarge; 
the judgment here denounced compriſes the greateſt 
evils that can be ſuſtained in this and the future 


world. — In puniſhing tranſgreſſion, the Almighty: | 


can turn the greateſt comforts into the greateſt at- 
| flictions. 
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flictions. The ſirens: the duſt, and the land he can 
convert into burning pitch; the fire which ſerves to 
warm, he can give power to conſume and devour ; 
the moſt pleaſant waters he can make to overflow 
and to deluge ; the action of the air, from being ſa⸗ 


lubrious and wholeſome, he can render the means of 


conveying peſtilential diſeaſes. The ſun that-illumi- 
'nates the world, he can command to withhold his 
light; the ſtars in their courſes to fight againſt the e- 

nemies of his people; the heavens, which fructifß 
the earth by their benign influences, to ſhower down 
fire and brimſtone; and this earth, by whoſe pro- 
ductions its inhabitants are ſupported, to become 
barren and deſolate. The moſt uſeful creatures, at 


the divine command, ſhall prove the means of exe- 


cuting awful vengeance on the workers of iniquity. 
Above all things, then brethren, be ſolicitous that you 


2 delivered from the wrath of God that cometh 


e children of diſobedience. 
117 But the cormorant and the bittern ſhall 


on t 


poſſeſs it; the owl, allo, and the raven ſhall , 


dwell in it: and he ſhall ſtretch out u nit 
the line of cou, and the ſtones o emp 


tineſs. 


The land and city which is the ſubject of this pre- 

diction, being diveſted of their inhabitants, ſhall be 
frequented by different kinds of animals, which take 
up their reſidence in thoſe ſolitary places, that have 
been deſerted by their inhabitants. "The ſeveral ſorts 


of creatures here mentioned being moſtly the fame _ 
with thoſe. ſpecified in the prediction delivered a- 


gainſt Babylon, in the 1 3th chapter of this book, I 
ſhall do little more at preſent than mention them. 
The cormorant or pelican, is a bird that reſorts to ſo- 
litary places The bittern is a fowl that hath aUole- _ 
ful cry, and repairs to marſhy grounds— The owl, 


which hath alſo a melancholy voice, retires to old 


Fung left roy their n a raven, * 
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fills the air with a croaking noiſe, feeds upon the car. 
caſes of the dead. All theſe creatures were to take 
up their reſidence in the deſolate country and city 
whereof the deſtruction is here foretold.— And he ſhall 
ftretch out upon it the line of confuſion, &c. This ex- 
preſſion ſeems to be borrowed from the practice of 
architects and workmen, who uſe lines in building, 
levelling, and examining their work. In reference 
to this method taken by artiſts, when God aſſured 
his people that Jeruſalem ſhould be rebuilt, he pro- 
miſed that a line ſhall be ſtretched forth upon that 
city *. The line of confuſion which Jehovah was 
to ſtretch out upon the ſubject of this prophecy, may 
denote, that as the Lord when he builds executes his 
work with the utmoſt exactneſs and ſkill, ſo when he 
overthrows, he accurately metes out whatever i is deſ- 
tined to deſtruction; and that every thing compre- 
hended in this meaſurement ſhall be reduced to a 
large confuſed mals, deſtitute of order and beauty.— 
And the ſtones of emptineſs. Stones are commonly re- 
markable for ſolidity and weight; whereas thoſe here 
mentioned are ſaid to be empty, devoid of thoſe qua- 
| lities which are neceſſary to their being employed lin 
erecting any uſeful work in town or country. The 
words may intimate, that the deſolation which God 
threatened to inflict upon Edom was to be irrepara- 
ble, that nothing effectual could ever be done to re- 
ſtore that kingdom to its former condition. 


e 2.” They ſhall call the nobles thereof to the 
kingdom, 1 none hall be there, and all 18 
princes ſhall be nothing, e 


Such was to be the diſmal aſpect of the country, 
that though a very few of the loweſt order of the 
people might eſcape the general devaſtation, yet none 
of the nobles or great men could be found, who 
were capable of repairing the ruins of the fate, or of 
aſtuming the reins s of en with the leaſt pro- 
. HY 
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ſpect of retrieving their affairs. Enquiry bavitig been 


made for ſuch perſons, not one could be found re- 
maining to undertake the arduous taſk. It is added, 
And all her princes ſhall be nothing. None of thoſe 
connected with the royal family ſarvived the dread- 


ful cataſtrophe; all having periſhed in the general 
_ calamity that deſolated ee empire. How forlorn and 


helpleſs the condition! If that ſtate is in deplorable cir- 


cumſtances which has children for their princes, 
ſons who have no more underſtanding and ability 


than children, how miſerable their ſituation, who have 
not left among them any individual who can exer- 
ciſe authority, and govern the people by wholeſome 
laws! Then, as in Iſrael when there * no judge 


or king over them, every man doeth that which is 


right in his o. eyes. If men are not controlled by 
wiſe and good laws, they are oppreſſed by unruly - 
paſſions; and thoſe who complained of the tyranny 
of perſons in power, may find that they are more 
cruelly oppreſſed by their own luſts and thoſe who 
*. on the ſame level with themſelves. HP 


113 And thorns. ſhall come up in her BY 
ces, nettlesand brambles in the fortreſſes there- 
of: and it ſhall be a habitation of dragons, and 
a court for owls. | 
14 The wild beaſts of the gent ſhall allo 


meet with the wild beaſts of the iſland, and 


the ſatyr ſhall cry to his fellow: the ſereech 
owl 10 ſhall 7 there, and find for herſelf a 
place of reſt. ' - 

15 There ſhall the great owl makes her neſt, | 
and lay, and hatch, and gather under her ſha- 
dow: there ſhall the vultures alfo be HE, 
every one with her mate. 


According to this prediction, which is here wag. 


fied and illuſtrated, the land of Idumea and the city 


of * deing 8 were to become an un- 
en 
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frequented deſart. In the ſumptuous houſes "TU? 


ly occupied by their princes and nobles, thorns were 
to ſpring up. In the fortified places, which in for. 
mer times had been kept in great order, were to grow 
nettles and brambles. The expreſſions plainly i inti- 


mate, that the grandeur and ſtrength of Ed n were 


to be annihilated; and that thoſe places wherein they 
enjoyed their g iteſt pleaſures, and in*whictrthey pla- 
ced their chief confidence, ſhould be reduced to ruins, 
and prove awful monuments of God's righteous dif- 

pleaſure. The doleful creatures and wild beaſts 
Which are here ſpecified, ſhall take up their dreary 

abode in the habitations of the enemies of the church 
of God. Thither they ſhall reſort; there they ſhall 
haunt and meet one with another ; there they ſhall 


take up their reſidence, build their neſts, hatch with- 


out diſturbance, and bring up their young ones. 
How dreadful the revolutions in countries, cities, and 
Kingdoms, to which the ſins of their inhabitants have 
given riſe! Thoſe populous lands and great empires 


which long flouriſhed, and are highly celebrated in 


| hiſtory, have been turned into a barren wilderneſs 
and ruinous heaps, The Edomites and the other na- 
tions who dealt cruelly and perfidiouſſy with Iſrael 
of old, were cut off, deſolated, and exterminated. 


And theſe judgments of the Almighty, which make 


aſtoniſhing changes on the face of the earth and in 
the conditions of men, ſhall in due time overtake all 
the enemies of the eople of God. Let us then take 


heed that we participate not with Edom in their — 


deft we ſhare in their puniſhments. - 


As Iſrael was a figure of the Chriſtian ects, 0 


the Edomites, who were inimical to them, repreſent 


the enemies of the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. 5 1 


age hath its Edomites; the actors are changed, and 


the ſcene is ſhifted, but the ſtage and the drama are | 


the ſame. The awful! vengeance which God laid up- 


on the literal Edom and Bozrah, for the violence 


they had done unto Iſrael, and the innocent blood 


they had ſhed in their land, was in part executed by 
5 e 5 | 1 
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the Maccabees, and afterwards completed in ſuch x 
manner as hath not been done to other nations 
And with reſpect to the myſtical Edom, the Roman 
empire, which is ſaid to have been compoſed chiefly 
of the poſterity of Eſau, who deſtroyed the ſecond 
temple of the Lord, who poured out the blood of the 
as water, and whoſe citizens in following ages 
ave perſecuted and moſt inhumanly treated the con- 
feſſors of the truth; its future fortunes, which muſt 
be very eventful, depend entirely on the counſels 
and providence of God, to whoſe power none can ſet - 
bounds; who can do whatſoever he aſeth, and who 
will do whatſoever he hath p ed and publiſhed 
by his ſervants the prophets. From the prophecy 
we have been conſidering, there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
what, if conſiſtent with the divine will and glory, we 


with may be averted, that devaſtation and utter ruin _ 


await the Papal dominions. — They that hate the 
* righteous ſhall be deſolate f.. The evil of puniſh- - 
ment reſults from the evil of fin; and no fin bring 
on ſuch deſolation as the malicious hatred and 
cution of the upright ſervants of God. Whoſo doubts 
of this truth ought attentively to ſurvey the deſola- 
tion brought upon the once highly he King of gh 
of the Jews, for their enmity againſt the King | 
teouſneſs and his faithful ſubjects. | 


| 16CScek. ye out of the book of the LORD, 
and read: no one of theſe ſhall fail, none ſhall 
want her mate: for my mouth it hath com- 
manded, and his ſpirit it hath gathered them. 


This and the following verſe contains a folemn 
confirmation of the certain approach of the above 
mentioned dreadful calamities. The hypocritical _ 
and profane, who heard of theſe awful improbable | 
events, might call in queſtion the truth o? the pre- 
dictions emitted by our Prophet and the upright ſer- 


vants of God: aſtoniſhed at the grandeur of their pro- 
phecies, 


* ee Joſephus XIi. 11, 12. 2 1 Plal. xxxiv. 21. 
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-Phacige, they could with difficulty yield to. them the 
unſuſpecting confidence which they claimed. Fox 
the benefit of perſons of both deſcriptions, the maſk 
explicit aſſurance is given of their fulfilment. —The 
ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, committed to wri- 
ting at the time wherein this prophecy was delivered, 
compaſes the book of the Lord which we are requis 
red to ſearch and to read. It compriſes. the books 
commonly called the books of Moſes, from which we 
learn that all the Wa i are ſubject to the decree 
and the command of Jehovah; and wherein it is f 
told that Edom ſhall be a poſſeſſion ; Seir alſo hall 
be a poſſeſſion for his enemies: and Iſrael ſhall do 
valiantly. Out of Jacob ſhall come he that ſhall 
© have dominion, and ſhall deſtroy him that remain- 
eth of the city *. It includes the Pſalms of David, 
wherein the church requeſts that God would remem - 
ber the children of Edom for their. wickedneſs and 
cruelty f. It comprehends the prophecies of Joel, 
who expreſsly declares that Edom ſhall be a, deſolate 
« wilderneſs ; and of Amos, by whom the Lord ſaid, 
I will ſend a fire upon Teman, which ſhall. de vour 
the palaces of Bozrah 5 ;/—eſpecially the prophecy, 
which we have now been conſidering, that conſti- 
tutes an eſſential part of the book of the Lord which 
| ought to be carefully conſulted. - The direction here 
given, plainly ſuppoſes that this prophecy was to be 
eſerved in exif tence to the time of its accompliſh- 
ment; fo that people of dubious and inquiſitive i o 
minds might have opportunity of comparing the * 
predictions with the events, in order to be convinced * 
of their exact correſpondence. 7 1 
The lovers of the truth are exhorted to ſeck out 
* read this book of the Lord, to ſearch and peruſe te 
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it with the moſt ſedulous attention, with due ſeriouſ- * 
neſs of mind, and earneſt defire to receive inſtruction. ef 
It is not enough to read it in a careleſs ſuperficial a 
manner; it ought to be ſtudied and examined with. | vi 
the greateſt ene and impartiality. . ' To diſcoyer 1 

its cit 


© * Numb, xxiy. 18, 19. + Plal. cxxxvii. 7. rechen. wi, 99 VM 
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| poſitory of divine knowledge, you may find yg | | 
| precious pearls that will adorn the hidden man of | 

| the heart; thoſe reviving cotdials that will reſtore 

| your ſouls; thoſe e that will en- 
rich your minds; thoſe glorious proſpects that will 

ö invigorate and gladden your ſouls, and thoroughly 

K furniſh you for every good work. Having ſummon- 
ed in all your ſtraggling thoughts and. concentered 

'E your affections in this important work to which we 
ö are here invited, read Teach the book of the 
Lord, which was written by his authority, dictated 

b by his Spirit, and which unfolds” his providence, his 

, law, and goſpel. With intenſe ſtud of the ſcriptures, 

+ unite, earneſt prayer to God, that he may open your 
. eyes to behold the wondrous things which they con- 

i tain; and that by his Spirit he may render them ef- 


# 


fectual for your ſanctification and conſolatin. 
No one of theſe : Dal fail, &c. The moſt intimate 

connection ſubſiſts between all the parts of divine re- 

velation, . and betwixt the prophecies and the events 

whereby they are a. ; the one exactly 

correſponds to the other: the former, reſulting from 

dhe divine counſels of Jehovah, gives riſe to the lat- 

ter; and the latter reſpects the former, as the con- 

{equence does the antecedent; whilſt both IF | 

confronted, announce with, perfect ain the infi- 

nite wiſdom and glory of the Governor of the uni- 

verſe. , The fulfilment; of che predictions contained | 

in the ſcriptures, depending on the power and vera- | 

* Jehovah, it is impoſſible that any of them can "2M 

ok Ea 
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| fail of being unctually verified in due ſeaſon. 
Jeſus Chriſt x pu 
prophecies, * Till heaven and earth paſs, one jot or 


©one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs till all be fulfilled &. 


And elſewhere he explicitly affirms, that all things 
«muſt be fulfilled which were written in the law of 
6 Moſes, and in the prophets, and in the pſalms co on 
* cerning him +.” When diſcourſing of the deſola⸗ 
tion of Jeruſalem, he hath theſe remarkable words 
* Theſe be the days of vengeance, that all things 
* which are written may be fulfilled . Whatſoever, 
therefore, God hath forttold by his ſervants, ſhall cer. 
| tainly be brought to paſs in the courſe of his * 
| dence. 3 

Tor my mouth it hath commanded, be. Theſe words 
contain farther ſolemn confirmation of the above pre: 
dictions. Jehovah, who ſpake by our Prophet, hath 
expreſsly declared, that the eyents here foretold ſhall 
be preciſely accompliſhed according to this prophecy. 
-The Almighty having irreverſibly Jeter that 


the threatened calamities ſhall be inflicted u the 


land of Idumea, no doubt can be entertained” that he 
will perform what he hath {poken. Leſt any heſita- 
tion might ariſe on this ſubject, it is added. And hi. 
Spirit it hath gathered them; namely, the Spirit of the 
Lord who ſpake by the mouth of Iſaiah, when em- 
— in publiſhing the mind of God to the church. 

he eternal Spirit, by whom all the hoſt of heaven 
and the inhabitants of the earth were made, by whom 
all the beaſts of the field and the fowls of the air 


were brought to Adam, to receive their 1 names; and | 
ſome of each ſort were conducted to Noah, that be 


might pu ut them into the ark,—can eaſih into 
effect the moſt improbable èvents. Aue pirit, 
whenever he pleaſeth, can collect the doleful crea- 
tures ipecified in this prediction, to thoſe deſolate pla · 
ces which he hath aſligned them For a habitation. . 


17 And be bath caſt the lot for them, 80 
his hand hath divided it unto them 0 Une: 3 


'y Mat. v. 18. 1 Luke xxiv. 44. * Lake ax; 27 "Al 


hof the law-is equally true of the 
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Van. 1j. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 195 
they ſhall poſſeſs i it for ever, from generation 


to generation ſhall they dwell therein. 


The figurative expreſſions here uſed are taken 
from the practice of dividing inheritances into ſeyeral 
parts, among thoſe appointed co-heirs-of the eſtate, 


In performing this bulinels, the lot is caſt to. N 


tain to whom each diviſion ſhall belong ;. and t 
the ſeveral parts are meaſured by line, — adjuſt theit 
extent and boundaries. In this manner the land of 


Canaan was divided among the tribes-of Iſrael *. In 


alluſion to this cuſtom, our Prophet affirms, that the 
creatures he had mentioned were to have proper pla- 
ces of reſidence afligned to them, in the deſolated 
country of Idumea—That, according to their ſeveral 
inſtincts and the laws of Providence, they were to re- 
ſort thither, and to find dwellings agreeable to their 
lonely nature, of which they might enjoy undiſturb- 
ed poſſeſſion from age to age. In this, as in many 
other redictions, the Prophets ſeem to ſpeak hyper- 
bolically, and to foretel events beyond all human ex- 
N In this mode of expreſſion, a myſtical or 
econdary ſenſe is incloſed ; things temporal incloſe, 
as it were, things ſpiritual, more excellent and 


porta.” The expoſitions given by. apoſtles and 


of ancient prophecies, ſuggeſt ſeveral in- 
4 of the truth of this remark. According to 
this principle, the allegorical interpretation of what 
is here foretold ought carefully to be inveſtigated, in 
order to perceive the full completion of the prophe- 


cy, in confidering which I have already too long de- 2 


tained you. This circumſtance, worthy of attention. 
ought to induce us to ſearch the ſcriptures, which 
unfold the beautiful harmonious plan of divine Pro- 
vidence from the beginning to the end of the world; 
which inform of the riſe and fall of nations, and ſhew | 
that all events ſhall terminate in the overthrow of tlie 

wicked, and the eſtabliſhment of the everlaſting 


Mm of God our Saviour, to whoni be honour and 5 


glory world without end. Amen. 
See Joſh. xviii. 6. 5 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. | 


AVING finiſhed the diſcuſſion of the firſt 8 
| H of our Prophet's diſcourſe, we proceed to eon 
fider the ſecond part, recorded in the chapter be. 
fore us. After foretelling the deſtruction of the 
powerful nation of Edom, which for long time pro- 
ved adverſe to the church, he proclaims the jubilee 
of the kingdom of God, with its joyful glorious eo. 


Adiſtinct parts. In the firſt, the propoſition is brought 

forward, reſpecting the conſolation which the people 
of God may derrve from the judgments inflicted up- 
on their adverſaries, and the flourtſhing happy ſtate 
to which the church after that period was to be ad. 


vanced, in the poſſeſſton of the moſt excellent priyi. 


leges, ver. 1, 2.—In the ſecond, a ſeaſonable pane 
= - exhortation is addreſſed to the faithful ſervants 
the Moſt High, encouraging them to comfort thei 


mfirm, dejected, and afflicted brethren, with the plea- 


ling expectation of recompenſe and ſalvation, v. 37 4. 


In the third part, the glorious prerogatives to be 
enjoyed by the faithful, at the period referred to, are. 


repreſented as producing the moſt delightful aſtoniſh: 


ing change in mens condition. Among theſe the fog. 
lowing are particularly ſtated : Greater fpiritual Mu. 
mination than in former times —alacrity in perform 
ing holy duties —extenſive communications of divine 
grace the purity and preſervation of the church in 
a ſtate of tranquillity with the progreflive j joy ant 
gladneſs which was to reſult from this rich profuſion. 
of precious benefits. The whole ſection exhibits a. 
complete model of the church in its beft ſtate upon. 
earth, enjoying all thoſe benefits which are necells- a 


xy to blen OE: and comfort. 


» 
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ſequences. The ſection may be divided into three | 
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ulratjon and joy, on account of the deſolation of Idu- 
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| rj, and bloom as the roſe. 2 e 15 
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ſtate of the higheſt proſperity, and the converfion of. 
the nations which hitherto had reſembled the deſart. 

he ſubject whereof our Prophet treats, is intfodu- 
ced under the appellation of the wilderneſs, the ſoli. 
tary place, and the deſurt, to which are afcribeÞ ex. 


mea ; the life, the beauty, and fragrance of a roſe; 
the comelinefs and glory of Lebanon and Carmel; 


the viſion of the excellency and majeſty of God. It 


muſt be a rational ſubject of which he ſpeaks, that 
is capable of poffeffing theſe qualities and privileges, 
and can be no other than the church of the | 
God, comp ſed of thoſe nations which, in their na- 
tural or yed ſtate, juſtly merited the character 
by which they are repreſented. Prior to their in- 
troduction into this bleſſed ſociety, which is the ob- _ 


ject of God's jar care, they were involved in et- 


ror, immerſe in fo ritition, the votaries of falſe re- 
ligion, deſtitute of falutary knowledge, devoid of the 
influences of the Holy Spirit, and ftrangers to com- 
munion with God: their condition” was unpleaſant | i | 
and unfruitful, like that of a wilderneſs. On theſe 
and fimilar accounts, their circumſtances were truly 

deplorable, deſerving commiſeration and pity. Being 
cultivated, however, by means of the word and ſer- 
vants of Jehovah ; being enriched by divine grace; 
and watered with the dew of heaven, they laid afide 
their former * and W W they re« 


covered 
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covered new life and vigour, beauty and fruifulne 
and were admitted to the poſſeſſion of the moſt Va- 


_ huable privileges; and therefore, | 
_ fi They Shel; be glad for them, & e. For che d | 9 0 
gments that were executed upon Edom. The h 


words import, that. they were to feel ns 14 4 


ful emotions of mind, which would be expreſſe 
their converſation and conduct, becauſe the Almigh- 
ty had manifeſted his righteouſneſs and veracity, i 
the overthrow of their, enemies, and demonſtrat; 
| by diſtinguiſhing; favour toward his people. Th 
joy was not to proceed from a rancorous revenge 
ai poſition (which 1 they deteſted), but from ardent 
love to the divine glory , diſplayed in the deſtruction 
of the enemies of his wy arg by whom they had 
been cruelly haraſſed and perſecuted. It was, the 
proper effect of their deliverance from that ſuperſti- 
tion and oppreſſion, of which theſe people had een 


the chief ſupporters; and of a way being opened for 
edge of Fl 


the enjoyment of liberty and the know 

truth. The righteous ſhall rejoice (faith the royal 

y Pſalmiſt) when he ſeeth the bates el © of Jehoyah, 

which ſometimes burſts forth hike a thunder ſtorm, 

and fweeps away at once, in the height of their pro- 

ſperity, the implacable adverſaries of the people o of 
d. On this account the ſaints are invited to re- 


Jos. over the deſtruction of myſtical Babylon F. And 


re it is foretold, that for a fimilar reaſon they ſhould 
extol, the Lord and celebrate his praiſes. 

And bleſſom as the roſe. Nothing « can be more grace- 

ful and eſegant than this expreſſion. The cover of the 

roſe 0 welled and opened, this lovely flower ex- 

pands, enlarges in ſize, and diſplays attractive beauty. 


Tinted with the ſtrongeſt, richeſt colours, it exhibits 


the moſt pleaſant aſpect, it. diffuſes the moſt delighth 
flavour, and ſo is admirably ſuited to repreſent the 10 
riſhing Rate of the church of God. Thie roſe juſt b 
forth from the cover in which it was incloſed, alli 

the moſt pleaſant appearance, andyiclding themoſt fre- 
Giant lmell,conveys a bvely 1 image of FE church, revt- 


ved 
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ved and invigorated by the Holy Spirit, "wich: new life; 
deauty, and ftrength. | A more amiable grateful ob- 
ject cannot be preſented th view than che people of 
God, who, after having been in a wilderneſs-like 
ſtate, pft on the beauties of holineſs, who on ac 
count of their ſplendor, are compared to ann 
luminaries, for comelineſs to the moſt glorious 
tures, the choiceſt ornaments, and the lovelieſt — 
in the garden. The ſweet finell of the roſe gives a 
very faint idea of the far more exhilerating perfume, 
which ariſes from the freſn unction of the Hely Spi- 
rit, and the ſweet ſavout of the knowledge 'of Enn, 
when grace is poured into the lr n wiſdom en- 
ters into the heart, when much incenſe afeends'on 
high with prayers, hen the ſacrifices of righteoui- 
nels and of doing good, are continually offered, and 
edifying converſation miniſters grace to the hearors, 
In ſuch'a-p roſperous ſtate doth the church, as here 
foretold, baſin as a roſe.Senſible that the influen- 
ces of heaven are abſohitely*neceflary to the enjoy- 
ment of this happy condition, let us earneſtiy requeſt 
of God, that he will be pleaſed to grant us refreſhing 
communications of divine grace, to revive us in the 
midſt of theſe yeats, that we may be glad and re- 
joice in him, and by fruitfulneſs ih every goodÞwork 
may ſhew forth his praiſe, . VI Io 01 
4s itt a bot digs 
2 lt mall bloſſom | abundantly; and rejoice 
even with joy and ſinging: the glory of Le- 
banon- ſhall Be given unto it, the excelleney 
of Carmel and Sharon: they ſhall ſee the ay 


of the LORD, and the excellency of « our G 


Theſe words contain a fine iltuftration of the plen- 5 
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l fant ſubject introduced in tlie former verſe.Bloſ- 
Vit ſoms, you know, are the beautiful flowers-wherewith 
* trees and ſhrubs are cloathed in the ſpring, which 
5 give the agreeable proſpect of. plentiful fruit in due 
0 WW leafon. | Theſe bloſſoms which, according to the or- 
der of nature, precede the fruit chat afterward ripens 
2 | mo n, may ed the very agreeable joyful 


. 


22 A 


8 ws having expreſſed his views in language not ot ſuf, 


conſiſted in hte fertile fields, the large flock 


ce. which on this occaſion, Fs ks 8s to 

5 — of ſound convictions of fin, of divine illumi- 
33 nd the knowledge of ſacred truths, accompa- 
ith unfeigned return to God as their portion, 

— to — ſervice as their employment. Theſe things, 


which are truly comely and deſirable, op to ſhew 


themſelves in large abundance in the proſperous pg · 
riod here foretold, as preludes to the moſt valuable 
attainments and ſignal ſeryices.— Beſides, ſuch was to 
* at this time their felicity and joy, that our Pro, 


ently ſtrong, returns to the ſubject, and affirms, 
that upright men—ſhal/ rejoice with joy and finging, 
They ſhall exult-and triumph with, the greateſt glad, 
neſs ; one act of exultation ſhall ſucceed another, 
which ſhall not ſoon be terminated, the cauſes and 
grounds of it being real and permanent. And this 


joy ſhall ariſe to a vaſt height, 2 be expreſſed by 


ſinging ſongs of praiſe to the God of ſalvation, wot 
- The glory of Lebanon. ſhall be given unis it, & c, 
Among the mountains of Paleſtine, the moſt remark 


able and the moſt celebrated, are mount Lebanon 
and mount Carmel. The glory of the former, well 


known for its magnitude and height, conſiſted in the 
abundance of lofty wide ſpreading cedars, and 
ther ſorts of trees wherewith it was covered, w 


exhibited a ſtriking . ee of ſtrength, mas 


zeſty, and grandeur.” The excellency of the lat- 


Ter lay in its riches and fertility, being cloathed with 
Iuxuriant corns, with vines, olives, and delicious fruits, 


diſplayed peculiar beauty, grace, and fi itfuln 
he excellenqy of the ley as CR IF ar 


rich paſturage, the. fine flowers and fruits prey 


it abounded, and which rendered-it exquiſitely; beau- 


tiful. Indeed the united excellencies of all the crea 
tures, are inſufſicient to adumbrate the glories of the 
church, which are doubtleſs here intended by this 


aſſemblage of images collected from the. moſt magni- 
ent and e Wn in mn. e 1 
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gifts and graces, diſtinguiſhed for their attainments 


im the ſpiritual life, for the ſtability of their Faith, 


their excellent piety, and extenſive virtues. That 


they were to be honoured with faithF ut paſtors, re- 


nowned teachers, and good prin ces, wid were to be 
remarkable for firm attachment to true piety and 
ſound doctrine. Theſe, in their ſeveral ſtations, were to 


exhibit a ſplendid appearance of grandeur like unto 


Lebanon. The latter of theſe rhetorical figures.may 
denote; that the people of God were to be greatly fe- 
licitated by the rich ſtores of pleaſant ſpiritual provi- , 
ſion of every ſort; whereby they were nouriſhed and 
ſolaced. They were to enjoy in high perfection the 
ſacred truths contained in the holy ſoriptares, the 
miniſtry of the word, and the divine repaſt of the 
Lord's ſupper, joined with a lively ſenſe of the mer- 
cy and grace therein mentioned. Perhaps ſome of 

ou perceive not the propriety and dignity of the 
ideas, which are here ſubſtituted for thoſe 1 have now 
ſuggeſted; Take into view, not only the general e- 
legance and ſublimity of theſe figures, but conſider 
how: fotciBle they muſt have appeared to thoſe for 
whom they were originally intended ; what a con- 
nection and agreement they muſt have had with their 
circumſtances, feelings, and opinions; and they will - | 
ſeem graceful and beautiful. And learn to admire | 
the Spirit of prophecy, who introduces familiar ima- 
ges furniſhed by the ſenſes, to depi& the obſcure by 
the more viſible, and things ſpiritual by thoſe which 
are ſeen and temporal. } 
They ſhall fee the glory of the Lord, &c. Glory is 


the luſtre of what is excellent, the excelleney of 


what is ſplendid; or real worth rendered highly conſpi- 


cuous. The glory of Jehovah, and the excellency of 
our God, may be confidered as ſynonimous terms; de- 
noting the magnificent diſplays which were to be gt- 
ven of the divine attributes, in executing righteous 
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5 judgments upon the enemies of his f RINGER and in 
vouchſafing to take up his gracious refidence among 
them. Jehovah is infinitely glorious and excellent 


in his exiſtence, which is independent, unchange- 


able, perfect, and eternal—in his perfeclions, ſuch 
as wiſdom, power, goodneſs, holineſs, juſtice, and 
mercy, and—in his works of creation, of providence, 
and eſpecially of grace. This glory, this excellency 
of our God, whoſe we are, and whom we ſerve, 


ſhines with the brighteſt effulgence in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt; and is beheld with the higheſt advan. 
tage in the glaſs of the goſpel. —This glory the church 
(even thoſe who were once like the deſart) ſhall ſee, 


7 They ſhall be favoured, not merely with a ſuperki- 
cial glance of it ; but they ſhall ſteadily and delight- 


fully contemplate it, ſhining with noon-day ſtrength | 


and brightneſs, until they are transformed and fatis- 
fied, They ſhall ſee it manifeſted in delivering them 


from the greateſt evils, in extricating them from the 
moſt preſſing difficulties, in ſupporting them under 


the heavieſt trials, and in conferring upon thein the 
moſt ſubſtantial bleſlings. Delightful privilege! 
which, though enjoyed in ſome meaſure by the peo- 
ple of God in every age, was to be attained in a high 
degree at the period wherein God was to manifeſſ 
his preſence with them by the diſpenſations of his 
providence, and the communications of his 1 
—Senfible of the ineſtimable value of this promiſed 


bleſſing, let us adopt the words of the king of Iſrael, 


0 God, thou art my God; early will I {eek thee; 
my foul thirſteth for thee; my fleſh length 5 
; thee—to ſee thy power and thy glory *.' 


3Tstrengthen ye the weak eg, ande con- 


firm the feeble knees. 


This verſe, and the one which immediately fol- 


lows, contains a pathetic exhortation addreſſed to the 
faithful ſervants of God, directing them to admini- 
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ter conſolation to their weak dejected brethren | , by 


the aſſurance of recompenſe and falvation.—The 
hands, which are the inſtruments of action, may here 
denote the operative. faculties of the ſoul, which are 
employed in performing the ſpiritual functions of re- 
newed men, and the various duties incumbent upon 


them. - Theſe powers may be ſaid to be languid and 


feeble, when, through negligence, remiſſneſs, and o- 


ther cauſes; ſuch as long continued temporal pro- 


ſperity, the remaining influence of corruption, diſap- 
pointments in the courſe of providence, contentions, 
reproaches, and afflictions; they are ſeldom put forth 
into action, and become incapable of neceſſary vigor- 
ous exertion. Perſons in this weak ſtate, who are 
apt to give way to indolence, to timidity, and dejec- 
tion, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, vouch- 


ſafes particularly to regard. He who himſelf giveth 


power to the faint, and to them that have no might 
increaſeth ſtrength, requires his ſervants to do what- 
ever lies within their compaſs, by forcible arguments, 
cogent reaſons, and animating examples, to ſtrength- 
en them, and excite them to activity and ſtrenuous 


endeavours. Of theſe there is plentiful tore always 
ready for uſe in the ſcripture of truth,” from whence 


they ought to be ſeaſonably brought forth for the en- 
couragement of the timid and' the feeble. And that 
they may prove effectual for reſtoring to ſtrength and 
vigour the weak and infirm, and furniſhing them for 
every good work, they muſt be addreſſed to them in 

dependence on the powerful bleſſing of the Moſt 
High, without which they can never operate to any 
valuable purpoſe.—Confirm the feeble knees. The 


knees, which are the inſtruments or means of mo- 


tion, whereby we go from one place to another, may 
lignify thoſe divine graces' whereby upright: men are 
enabled to ſtand faſt in the faith, and to run in the | 
way of God's. commandments, Theſe - graces, ſuch 
as faith and hope, become feeble, when through fear, 


dejection, and various ſpiritual diſtempers, they loſe 


their firmneſs, and prove inſuilicient to ſupport = 
| = E er 


* . 
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that lie in the way to the heavenly Lion. Perſons. in 

this debilitated ſtate are to be ſaccoured, ſtrengthen- 

ed, and eſtabliſhed. When their faith and hope-ſeems 
to yield, to bend, or ſhake, they muſt be aſſiſted and 
ſupported, that they may be preſerved from falling ; 
and helped to go in the way. of God's precepts. Pow. 
erful aſſiſtance muſt be given from the word of God; 


to hold them up under the aſſaults of temptation, and 


to prevent them from ſuccumbing under the preſſure 
of affliction. From a ſenſe of duty, and with tender 
ſympathy, ſpeak comfortably to the feeble minded, 
encourage them to activity in the ſervice of God, to 
fortitude in every enterprize, to patience in every 
diſtreſs, to perſeverance in every good work. What 


happy effects may reſult from attempts of this ſort, 


which good men. are here directed to make, The 
friends. of upright, Job were conſtrained to acknow- 
ledge, that he had ſtrengthened weak hands and fee- 
ble knees. His words had been well choſen, and fit- 
ly ſpoken. in ſeaſon, ſo that by the divine bleſſing 
they produced theſe noble effects. They. did won- 
ders, they cheered the dejected, they inſpired. cou- 
rage into the deſponding, they conyeyed ſinews and 
ftrength to thoſe who were infirm and ready to fall, 


May the words now ſpoken, through the operation of 
the Holy Spirit, be accompanied with ſimilar re | 


to you, who are feeble and Gebilitared, +7 1 
4 Say to them 2hat are of a 8 


Be ſtrong, fear not: behold, your God will 


come 20174 vengeance, even God with « a recom- 
pence: he will come and ſave vou. 


Ye. miniſters. of the an. to whous 19. i | 


the care of the people, ye whoſe duty is to exhort 


one another daily, and to comfort each other, inſtruct 


and admoniſh thoſe who are of a timid diſpofition, or, 


as the Hebrew word is rendered in the margin of 
ſome th thole who are of a bafty ſpirit. Perſons 
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of this deſcription have a peculiar claim to your at- 
tention and compaſſion. Whilſt you prudently en- 
deavour to awaken the proud, the vain, and the felf- _ 
confident, by — them of the awful 


| yr heaven denounced againſt them, you ought to en- 


courage the fearful and puſillanimous, who are di- 


ſtreſſed with diſquieting anxieties, as to the difficul+ 


ties and dangers, that ſeem to lie in the way of the 
accompliſhment of God's. promiſes. - Thoſe, alſo, who 
are. raſh and precipitate, who are apt to exclaim in 
the divine preſence, we are cut off from before thine 
eyes, and to adopt improper meaſures to obtain re- 


lief; exhort to maintain inward ſerenity and compo- 
ſure of mind, and to wait upon God with patience, 


and hope for the predicted events of his providence, 
and the accompliſhment of his faithful promiſes. Say 
to them—Be ftrong, and very courageous. Be ſtrong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Your 
ſtrength and comfort is not the work of your own 
hands, nor an acquiſition made by your own 

chaſe; they can be found only in God the Lord. Far. 
tify yourſelves, then, in the high tower of the divine 
omnipotence, and labour to have the Almighty en- 
ged in your aſſiſtance and defence. Wait u 


gag 
the Lord, be of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen 


thine heart; wait, I ay upon the Lord. Fear nat, 
nor be diſmayed by the ſpiritual enemies with whom 
you may have to contend; for greater is he that is 
in you, than all thoſe that are againſt you. Fear 
none of theſe things that you may have to ſuffer, 
whether poverty or reproach, diſtreſs or diſſolution; 


only be faithful to death, and the: Son aan 2 


give you a crown of lifſ. | 
Behold; your God will come, 8 Attentively con- 


5 ſider, in the exerciſe of faith and hope, that he who 
is your God, your Creator and Preſerver, your Fa- 
ther and Friend, the Avenger of the injuries you re- 


ceived, and your Deliverer—That he who hath given 

you the explicit aſſurance that he ſtands connected 

W ith you in the moſt intimate endearing relations; 
| and 
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to whom you have ſolemnly ſaid, Thou art our 
« fure portion which we have choſen, O Lord. 

That this ſupreme arbiter and judge will come to ex! 
ecute righteous vengeance on thoſe that have wrong- 
ed and oppreſled you, and to recompenſe their crimes. 
Having ſpoken from the 8th verſe of the preceding 
chapter, of the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the 
year of recompences, I will not ſay more at preſent 
on this topic.—Conſider eſpecially that he will come 
and ſave you. As the Prophet doth not ſpecify the 
time, the manner, or the place of this advent, the 


words may be applied to the ſeveral ways wherein, | 


according to prophecy, God was to exhibit an illuſtn- | 
ous appearance of his preſence and glory. Behold, 
your God will come and fave you. He will come, 
in the courſe of his Providence, that by his ſignal in- 
terpoſition, he may deliver you from the many cala- 
mities you have ſuſtained, and that he may confer 
upon you the moſt important benefits. He will come 
in the fulneſs of time, in the perſon of the great Re- 
deemer, to turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob, and 
to obtain ſalvation for Iſrael. He will come, accord- 
ing to his promiſe, by his Spirit, which he will put 
within you, and cauſe you to walk in his ſtatutes, 
and ye ſhall keep his judgments and do them. And 
he will come to execute righteous judgment upon 
all, when he ſhall call to the heavens and to the earth, 
that he may judge his people, and conſummate the 
everlaſting ſalvation of the church. Come, bleſſed 
God, and grant us that ſalvation which cannot be 
had, either from angels or men, but from thee alone. 
Save us from temptation, from ſin, from trouble and 
death; that with this delightful proſpe& fully in 
view, we may ſtrengthen weak hands, and confirm 
feeble knees, and may ſay with effect to them, on 
are of fearful heart, Be ſtrong. 


5 Then the eyes of the blind ſhall be 3 
: ed: and the ears of the deaf ſhall be unſtopped. 


1 3 
vn. . PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. a6y - 


Our Prophet proceeds to ſpecify the glorious ſpi- 


ritual prerogatives to be enjoyed by the church at the 
period which he now delineates. The firſt which he 
mentions 1s a clear perception of the truths and ways 
of God. Then may refer to the memorable æta 
wherein the Son of God came in his Father's name to 
fave men, when among the many ſtupendous mira- 
les he performed, he literally gave fight to the blind. 
By ſuch aſtoniſhing acts of power and grace, he dif. 
played benevolence and tender compallion, he gave 
the moſt convincing proofs of his divine miſſion, he 
exhibited ſtriking images of the ſpiritual benefits he 
would confer upon men, by wonderfully removing 
their ignorance, and furniſhing them with capacity 
to perceive, underſtand, and diſcriminate ſpiritual ob- 
jets, as did the diſciples after their underſtandings 
were opened. Or it may refer, not to the time here: 
in God was manifeſt in the fleſh, but to the period in 
which the vengeance of the Almighty was to be con- 
ſpicuouſly executed upon the enemies of the church; 
and he was remarkably to interpoſe for the delive- 


rance of his people from thraldom and oppreſſion. 


Then was Jehovah to exhibit ſuch illuftrious proofs 
of his power and preſence, as were to vanquith the 


maoſt ſtubborn incredulity, and to open the eyes of 
mens minds to diſcern divine truths. Their under- 


ſtandings were to be opened to perceive the reality, 
beauty, and excellence of eternal things, who had 
formerly been blinded by errors and prejudices, an 
had neglected to attend to their beſt intereſts. Their 
minds which had been darkened by ignorance and. 
2 paſſions, were to be illuminated to behold 
* glory of the Lord revealed by his word aud pro- 
vidence. | i mY 5 


And the gar of the deaf ſhall be unſtopped. At 


the time the Son of God appeared on thus earth in 


the faſhion of a man, this prediction was literally ful- 

filled, with the other juſt now conſidered. Some 
memorable inſtances are recorded by the Evange- 
1 * | KY E053 5 WS 340 F248 | 4 * 


See Matth. xi.— Mark ix. — John viü. 
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. liſts *. Theſe wonders of mercy, whereby hearing 
was imparted to the deaf, afforded a ſtriking N . 
ſentation of the ſtill nobler diſplays of Kind 


God comes by his Spirit to render men ae of 


his ſalvation. Then he not only enlightens their un- 
derſtandings, but he gives them ears to hear f. 
opens their ears to difcipline, and ſeals their inftree. 
tion; he opens their hearts to attend diligently: to 
th: things that are ſpoken concerning ſalvation.— 
In conſequence whereof, they who hearkened not to 
the joyful ſound of mercy and truth, liſten with ea: 
ger attention to the ſalutary doctrines of the goſpel; 
which they receive in the faith and love 'of them, 


that they, may profit their ſouls. Delighted with the [ 


diſcoveries which they, contain, they meditate 
them with pleaſure, diſpoſed to yield cheerful obedi- 
ence to the will of God. Theſe ineſtimable benefits, 


frequently promiſed in ſcripture, were to be difpen- | 


ſed in great meaſure at the period to which this pro- 
pac refers. When God is pleaſed to come to fave 

s people, he beſtows upon them a more clear and 
extenſive acquaintance, a more full and diſtinct know- 
ledge of his truths and ways; and thus verifies his 
faithful promiſes, manifeſts his rich grace, and abun- 
dantly recompenſes the induſtry of his people.— 
* Lord, open our eyes, that we may behold wondrous 
« things out of thy law. In reading the Old and New 
Teſtaments, take away the vail of ignorance, corrupt 


affections and prejudices; and give us a clear, affect. 


ing, transforming diſcovery of the truths of thy holy 
word. Lord, do thou unſtop our ears, take away ot 
unbelief, pride, and impenitence; our love to ſin and 


the world, which would hut our ears againſt ſacred 
inſtruction. Grant us ears to hearken to thy teſti- 


monies with attention and faith, with underſtandi 
and prompt obedience, that our ſouls may live, 
we may keep thy precepts. 


6 Then ſhall the Jame man leap as an hat, 


and 
See Mark vii. and is, + Deut. xxix. 4. 
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and the tongue of the dumb ſing: for in the 


wilderneſs ſhall waters break out; and N . 


in the deſart, ' 


Alacrity in avettircaing ſpiritijal autes i is Mete 
ed as another privilege to be enjoyed by the church; 


Inn the ſpiritual, as in the natural world, it 250 


happens that one diſtemper is intimately corinete 


with another; and that ſome perſons labour under a- 
- complication 'of diſorders or weakneſſes, which pre- 


vent them from the active performance of duty. 
Some are blind and deaf, ſome are lame or dumb. 
Perſons of all theſe claſſes of diſtreſſed" people 
were cured by the Son of God, when he came into 
this world to ſave them that were loſt. Among o 
thers, ſome that had not the uſe of their limbs ex- 
perienced his healing power. A ſtriking inſtance of 


this ſort is recorded as a ſpecimen in the 5th chapter 15 


of John, where we read, that at the command of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, a man who had been infirm, (I ſuppoſe 


lame) for thirty-eight years, aroſe, took up his bed, 
and walked. | Of another it is written &, that his feet | 


and ancle bones received ſtrength, when the apoſtle 
Peter, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, deſired him to 
riſe up and walk ; fo that, leaping up, he ſtood, he 
walked, and leaped like a hart, that is exceeding fivift 
in his motions, and bounds over the fields with the 


greateſt velocity. In this manner the prediction was 


literally fulfilled, whilſt the tender mercy and omni 
potence of the Saviour were gloriouſly manifeſted. 
And when God comes actually to convey his ſalva- 
tion to men, he removes their ſpiritual lameneſs, 


which renders them uneven in their conduct, ſome- 
times inclining to one fide, and ſometimes to another; 
or which altogether diſables them from upright walk- 
ing in the way of God's precepts He inyigorates | | 
and communicates new i ftrength to their afteftions 
and other faculties, which had been greatly enfeebled 


or miſplaced, and - cauſes them to run in che _ 
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of his commandments, with ſuch alacrity, firmneſz, 
and joy, as fully verifies the words we have beep 
conſidering. _ 

And the tongue of the dumb ſhall + Ing. ” Anothi 
wonderful work of divine power and compaſſion. is 
here mentioned, whereby the happy period of which 

our Prophet ſpeaks was to be diſtinguiſhed. - Thoſe 
| who were deſtitute of the faculty of . ſpeech, and 
incapable of articulating, a word, were to have 
this noble privilege conferred upon them; in conſe- 
quence of which they would celebrate, with grati- 
tude and joy, the praiſes of their generous  benefac. 
tor. Several inſtances of this ſort, whereby this pre. 
diction was literally fulfilled, are recorded i in the go- 
ſpels, to have been wrought by God manifeſt in the 
fleſh k. Inſomuch that the people were beyond 
6 meaſure aſtoniſhed, ſaying, He hath done all things 
+ well; he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb 
* to ſpeak +, Such rich diſplays of almighty power, 
ſuch miracles of mercy, were juſtly admired and high- 
y extolled by thoſe who were witneſſes of them. 
Theſe aſtoniſhing cures, whereby this prophecy was 
literally fulfilled, ſignificantly. repreſented the ſtill 
more wonderful works of God, when he comes -attu- 
ally to make men partakers of his ſalvation, whereby 
it receives a full accompliſhment. Such is the mi- 
ſeruble condition of mankind, that through ſenſual 
affections, incredulity, and obduracy of heart, they 
are inſenſible of the excellence of ſpiritual benefits, | 
and divine truths; they ſpeak not à word on theſe. 
important topics. Ignorant of their tranſcendent 
worth, and indifferent to ſubjects of this nature, they 
are ſilent reſpecting them, and hold their peace, 
ſenſibly feeling thoſe powerful reſtraints of which 
they cannot diveſt themſelyes. To remove this, 
with other ſpiritual defects wherewith ſin hath af. 
fitted the human race, He whoſe work is perfect, 
loſes the tongues, and opens the mouths of thoſe 
Vl ere incapable of declaring his wonderful works, 
to 
* Sec Mat. ix. 3 2. Chap. xv. 20% + Mark. vii. 37. T 
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Ver. 6. PROPHECIES r ISAIAH, 17 


to ſhew forth his praiſes, to utter the memo ory of his of his! 
great goodneſs, and to relate his righteouſne 


livering them from formality, hypocriſy, — 


and incredulity, he diſpoſes them with the mouth to 
make confeſſion unto ſalvation. Do thou, for whom 
all things are pofſſible, cure us of our ſpiritual infir- 


mities, impart to us that renewed” vigour which ig 


neceſſary to our ſerving thee with pleaſure and 


promptitude. O Lord, we beſeech thee to open cur. 


lips, and our mouths ſhall ſhew forth thy 
grant us Arn freſh matter of gratitude, and = 
us with ſpiritual abilities for celebrating thy praiſes 
then' ſhall we ſing of thy righteoulnels and ent} 


all the day. Hear theſe humble requeſts for pe 


great name's fake, and in thy faithfulneſs anſwer us, 
For in the avilderneſs ſhall waters breat out, &c. 
The third benetit here promiſed, is the extenſive com- 
munication of divine influences throughout the world. 
In this prediction, we have a new ſpecimen of the a- 
ſtoniſhing alteration of the face of nature, as the i- 
mage of a ſtill more glorious ſpiritnal change that 
ſhould be made in the ſtate of the moral world. 
The howling wilderneſs, the parched ſandy deſart, 
which is again introduced, may denote the various 
nations from among whom the church is collected. 
In their natural ſtate, like a waſte uncultivated coun- 
try, they were in a forlorn deſolate condition, deſti- 


tute of the influences of the Holy Spirit, of the pe 
culiar care of Providence, and the fruits of ri e 
neſs.In this dry barren! ſtate, the Prophet 4 


waters ſhall break out, Or. Under theſe: well.“ 
known beautiful emblems; the exuberance of ſpiri-- 
tual bleſſings are doubtleſs intended, from whence 
the people of God were to receive abundant ſatisfac - 
tion and conſolation! The waters that were to breale 


out, and the ſtream by which they were to be con- 


veyed through the deſart, ſeem intended to ſignify, 
that among thoſe engroſſed by ſuperſtition, and igno- 
rant of true religion, the ordinances of the goſpel, 
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IF 1 to 10 diſpenſed That renowned teach» 
ers, qualified by the. Spirit, and well adquainted 
with the word and ways of God, from the rich ſtores 
of facred truth, as from an inexhauſtible fountain, 
were to diſperſe for the public benefit, the refreſhing 
doctrines they contain That theſe were to be con: 
veyed in ſuch plenty, and with ſuch effec, that tlie 
fruits of their ſtudies and labours ſhould extend far 
- and wide, like the ſtreams that flow along the 6 
This interpretation accords with the Sable 
deſcriptions uſed in ſcripture, where the wilde : 

_ denotes thoſe countries that do not enjoy the ſaluta- 
ry inſtructions and reviving conſolations of the word | 
and Spirit of God, where teachers are ſpoken of as 
the fountains from whence flow the pleaſant frutti« 
fying comforting ſtreams of divine truth, which ſerve 
for the purification and pefreſhment of the church A 


7 And the parched ground ſhall become 3 
pool, and the chirſty land ſprings of water: 5 7 
the habitation of dragons, where each 7 | 
ſpall be grals, with reeds and ruſhes, een 


The ſubject introduced in the latter part of the 
preceding verſe is here illuſtrated and amplified, | 
The ground that was dry and ſcorched with ſevere 
drought, where every thing had an unpromifing 
diſmal aſpect, exhibits an inſtructive figure (as doth | 
the ildernels) of a defolate, uncultivated, barren 
people, who bring forth no ſpiritual fruits unto-per- 
fection. Of perſons in this deplorable ftate, Ifaiah 
declares that they ſhall become a pool and ſprings. 
of water. A pool, which contains. a collection o 
waters or ſprings, from whence * copiouſſy 
flow, may figuratiyely denote, that at the time re- 
ferred to, divine knowledge ſhould be collected in 
great abundance into certain places deſigned for that 
| purpoſe—That pious, learned men, teachers of the i] 

Word of God, and the ſciences which en ace 
quaintancy a 

* See Plal, Ing eos 7 and Rey, vul, 7 
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quaintance with the ſacred oracles, were to ale. 
ate together in ſchools and ſeminaries of learning, 


of theology, to thoſe-who reſorted thither for ther 


improvement. In countries where ſacred truths were 
litle if at all known, and where their ſalutary influ. 


ence had not been felt, good men, ſkilled in literature, 


were to unite their efforts, to teach the youth the 
doctrines and ways of God our Saviour. 


In the habitation of dragons,” where each ly, R. 


Dragons are ſaid to der a fiery poiſonous ſpecies of 
ſerpents, which frequent dry, <A ſolitary; places, 
and there take up their reſidence. This ſort of ani- 
mals afford a ſtriking emblem of thoſe who, inſtigat- 


ed by malice and envy, are virulent perſecutors of 


the church, who are often found in places unculti- 
vated by the word of God, and deſtitute of the in- 
fluences of his grace. In the fteril waſte places where 


theſe-dragons haunted, were to grow graſs, reeds and 
ruſhes; the luxuriant produce which grew on the fer- 


tile banks of the rivers and lakes in the land of E- 
This verdant herbage exhibited a pleaſant. 


8&ypt. 

image of the delightful proſpect that was to be open- 

ed by the fulfilment of the foregoing predictions. In 
thoſe" kingdoms and cities, wherein reſided the viru- 

— rſecutors ot the ſervants of God, where idola- 


uperſtition, and all manner of impurity abound- 0 
ws churches and places of public inſtruction were to 
de erected, and vccupied by men eminent for piety 
and learning, who ſhould be employed in teaching 
the way of God in truth. Error and vice were not 
only in great meaſure to be exterminated, but the 
ſalutary influence of the gifts and graces of the Spirit 


was to be conſpicuous in the rich increaſe of excel- 


lent uſeful men, who were to manifeſt, by their rapid 


progreſs in knowledge, and in every virtue, the vigour | 


of the fpiritual lite, and the power of true Chriſtia- 


y 


nity.—Such was the viſible change effected by te 
glorious goſpel of the Son of God; ſuch was the plea- 
rappen of the Chain churgh in the firſt your 
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alteration which ſhall be accompliſned at the expect: 


ed æra, when the fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall come 


in, and the nations of the earth become the king. 
doms of our Lord and of his Chriſt. For this bleſſett 


event, let us daily hope and pray. Ane es $190 


8 And an highway ſhall. be —— and. a a 
way, and it ſhall be called The way of holi- 


' neſs ;/ the unclean ſhall not paſs over it; but 


it. Hall be for thoſe: the wayfering- men, tho 
fools, ſhall not err therein. ; 0 


, { 
fn „ WT 75 
A v3 + * 


Another important dane to be Shjoyed by the - 


church, is eminent purity in faith and practice. The 
way of life, the rule according to which the Iſrael of 
God was to walk, ſhould at this time be ſo clearly 
explained and underſtood, that the more ſimple illi- 


terate lovers of the truth, were not to depart from tlie 


direction it conveyed. There are three things which 
render travelling through a deſart inconvenient and 
dangerous; namely, deficiency of water, the want of 
proper roads, and the fury of wild beaſts. In the 
prophecy before us, ample proviſion as. made againſt 


:each of theſe evils. Having foretold that waters 


ſhould break out in the wilderneſs, to refreſh» the 


thirſty traveller, our Prophet declares, An highway 


hall be there, &c. This article, like the other parts 
of this prediction, muſt not be underſtood in the li- 
teral, but in the allegorical ſenſe. A well · formed pa- 
tent ſmooth road, may denote the way of faith and 


holineſs, which was to be fo fully laid open to public 
view at the time referred to, that none of thoſe who 


entered upon it ſhould be apt to wander through ig: 


norance. The highway here mentioned may fignify 


the word of God, which clearly points out the faith, 
the worſhip, and the obedience to be yielded by the 


| cha to their Sayiour and Lord; which teaches ta 


order 


of its exiſtence, 218 the attractive beauty and rapid 
groirth of the early diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt exhibited 
à moſt delightful proſpect: Such ſhall be the happy 


. © 


Ver, 8. 


order their OY . and lends POT onward to 
the land of uprightneſs. This highway, by its name 
and properties, is diſtmguiſhed from the many by- 


of their amuſement and pleaſure, that are daily fre- 
pened in the wilderneſs of the Gentile nations, for the 


direct, perfectly ſafe and agreeable; ſo that no perſon 
acquainted with it need to go aſtray. According to 


voided, believed, and performed, the redeemed from 


and go forward from ſtrength to b a until ey 
appear perfect before Gd. 
It. ſhall be called the way of belles.) -By this ho- 
nourable appellation it is well known from all other 
ways. Holineſs conſiſts. in reſemblance to the im 
maculate purity. of Jehovah, in conformity to the 
— revelation given of his bleſſed will. The 
way marked out for the upright juſtly deſerves this 


r „ 2 
* 


ſuch as faith and love, reverence, confidence, hope, 


tice of thoſe holy duties which have immediate re- 
ſpect to him in the various characters and relations 
in which he ſtands connected with his people. It 
conſiſts in univerſal ſanctity of heart and life, which 
are indiſpenfibly requiſite, that we may arrive at the 
epjoyment of God; and in the practice of all thoſe du- 
ties which are due to men in their ſeveral capacities 
and ſtations. This way of holineſs requires a principle 


may be habitually diſpoſed and enabled to perform 


er 
F 


peculiar prerogative of the ſervants of God, who preſs 


of the ſaints in light. In the exerciſes of obedi- 
ence, they ſtudiouſſy endeavour to be holy as the 


8 


D 
1 
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paths which men have found out, in the proſecution 
quented by multitudes. Whereas this way to be o- 
benefit of thoſe who are going toward Zion, is plain, 


this rule of conduct, which ſnhews what is to be a- 


among men ſhall frame their ſentiments and actions, 


name, as it lies in the exerciſe of every divine grace; 


and joy, which terminate upon God; and in the prac- 


of ſpiritual life in thoſe who walk in it; that they. 


all the acts of piety, righteouſneſs, and temperance | 
incumbent. upon them. Progreſs in this way is the 


forward in their journey toward the inheritance 


1 Lord 
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jection to his ſupreme authority, at all times, in all 
places, in all ſocieties, and on all occaſions. This js 
the way, the good old way, in which they find reſt 


to their ſouls. In this way they worſhip the God of 


their fathers; they act with fidelity toward their bre. 
thren; they cultivate purity in heart, and all man- 


ner of converſation. It is therefore emphatically de. 


nominated the way of holineſs, and elſewhere 
way of God's commandments, in which they are un- 


deffled, and wherein they experience true bleſſedneſs, 


The uncleanyſhall not paſs over it; but it ſha/l be for 
595 This highway is appropriated to the ſaints. 
Thoſe who are of impure minds and manners, who 
are not cleanſed from all unrighteouſneſs, effectually 


_ exclude themſelves from the way of holineſs. * 


to the holy law of God, the reſtraints it impoſes, and 
the univerſal ſanctity it requires, they decline to 


tread in thoſe paths which are diametrically o 


to their inclinations and deſigns. ' They inquire not 
the way to Zion with their faces thitherward ; they 


walk not in the law of the Lord. Such was to be 


the happineſs of the church at this period, 'that the) 
were not to be diſturbed by diſagreeable intercourſ 
with perſons of the above deſcription. 2 to 
the prediction delivered chap. lit. 1. of this p 


© there ſhall no more come unto thee the 


* ciſed and the unclean; thy people ſhall be all jet 
* teous.” To render the expreſſion more emphati- 
cal, our Prophet adds, But it ſhall'be for thoſe.” The 
way of holineſs ſhall de the excluſive privilege of the 
perſons ſpoken of in the 5th and 6th verſes of this 
chapter, whoſe . ſpiritual wants and diſorders had 
been relieved, iid had their ſenſes exerciſed to diſ- 
cern both good and evil, and who are ſpoken of, ver. 
10. as the ranſomed of the Lord, who ſhall return 
and come to Zion.—People of an oppoſite character, 
who have not entered upon the way of holineſs, 


ought te have * recourſe to the fountain 
; el by 4 . 
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opened to the houſe of David and to the inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, for ſin and for uncleanneſs; that being 
waſhed therein from all filthineſs of the fleſh and * 
rit, they may perfect holineſs in the fear of God. 
The wayfaring men, tho fools, ſhall not err thetein, 
Leſt it might have beenſuppoſed or ſuſpected that fook- 
ih and ſimple people, who are leſs conſiderate and pru- 
dent. than others, might wander from the way of truth 
and holineſs, Iſaiah explicitly declares, that wayfaring 
men or travellers in this road, however weak and defi- 
cient inwiſdom and natural abilities, ſhallnot fatgllyerr 
nor fall from their own ſtedfaſtneſs. With fuokelear- 
neſs and evidence were divine truths be accompa- 
nied, with ſuch divine efficacy were they to 2 
through the Spirit of power, even on the feeb 
minds, as to preſerve them from wickedly departing 
from the Lord their God. The expreſſion does not 
intimate that they were to become infallible, and 
free from pernicious miſtakes ; but that they ſhall 
not utterly go aſtray into deſtructive courſes; that, 
having choſen the way of God's precepts, they ſhall 
| jv them with their whole heart even unto the 
end. Having entered upon the highway of the 
King of kings, the way of holineſs, though extremely 
feeble and prone to err, they are out of danger, (if 'I 
may uſe the phraſe) i.e. they are under the conductand 
protection of our Almighty. Sovereign, and have the 
promiſe of the defence of the Rock of ages. Their pre- 
ſervation depends not on their own ſtrength, but on di- 
vine omnipotence. How animating the conſideration! 
The moſt fimple ſervants of God ſhall not be permit- 
ted totally to deſert the way of righteouſneſs; they 
ſhall be kept from falling, or recovered from the! 
wanderings, by the mighty power of God. The 
Lord ſhall deliver them from every evil work, and 
will preſerve them unto his heavenly AK to 
« whotmibe glory for ever and ever. Amen N 


2 No lion ſhall be rhere, nor ny ravenous | 
beaſt 
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beaſt hall go up thereon; it ſhall-not be found 
there, but the redeemed ſhall walk there.” 


Deſirable ſecurity, and freedom from . POW 


erful perſecutors, are foretold to be enjoyed by the 


church, at the happy period here deſcribed. People 
who are not in danger of miſtaking or loſing their 
road, may bg expoſed to the attacks of ſome feroci 


animals that frequent the deſart, by whom they may | 


be greatly injured or deſtroyed. To obviate this 
difficulty, that to ſome might have proved very di- 
ſtreſſing, the Prophet aſſerts, that in the way where- 
of he was fpeaking, people may walk without dread 


or terror.—The lion and the ravenous beaſt, are to be 


underſtood in this paſſage, not literally, but ſymbol- 
lically, denoting inſolent ferocious'tyrants, who are 
inimical to the tranquillity and ſafety of the people 
of God. A ſtriking inſtance of this kind of imagery, 
in the uſe of which the ſacred writers cannot be ac- 
cuſed of any deficiency: of perſpicuity and elegance, 
occurs in the 1oth Pſalm, where the inſpired poet is 
delineating the character of the wicked, who, through 
pride of countenance, ſeeketh not after God. *He lieth 
(( (faith he) in ambuſh to deſtroy the innocent; he 

»lieth ſecretly 1 in wait to catch the poor, as a lion in 
* his den.“ The banks of the river Jordan are ſaid to 
have been infeſted with lions and other ravenous 
beaſts; and from the reeds and deep ſedge that grew 
in that vicinity, where they lay concealed, they rufh- 
ed out to ſeize upon travellers. This circumſtance, 
well known to the Hebrews, rendered journeying ex- 
tremely dangerous in their country; and from hence 
is derived the familiar image in the verſe before us. 
The words import, that at the time this prediction 
was to be fulfilled, the votaries of true religion, who 
formed their life and manners according to the word 
of God, were to be happily relieved from the fear of 
violent perſecution, from thoſe. fierce and powerful 


enemies whom the evil one ſtirs up to annoy the 


ſaints of the Moſt . e Cruel 5 who ha- 
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raſs and vex the confeſſors of the truth, and ſome- 
times thirſt for their blood, ſhould not then give them 
any diſturbance. Perſons of this character were en- 
tirely to diſappear, fo that none al thang cou: be 


found. 12 


But the redeemed ſhall n. aden en Brophet; 
having foretold that the travellers to Zion were to be 
furniſhed with abundance of water and a patent road, 
and to be ſafe from rapacity and violence, declares ; 
that the way of holineſs was to he occupied by the 
redeemed. This deſignation may allude to the im- 
portant benefit anciently eonferred upon the poſteri- 
ty of Jacob, when, by. the outſtretched'arm of Jeho- 
vah, they were delivered from the power of Pha- 
raoh, and from hard bondage in Egypt, and that not 
without the price of blood. The deſeription plainly 
intimates, in the ſcripture ſenſe of the word, that the 
people ſpoken of had been alienated from their right- 
tul ptoprietor; that they had been reduced to a {tate 
cf captivity and bondage, from which with great dif- 
ficulty they were delivered. That by the kind and 
ſeaſonable interpoſition of ſome generous, powerful. 
*nend, they had been reſcued from miſery, and re- 
ſtored to liberty, in conſequence of ſome valuable 
conlideration, or coſtly price laid down, and the ex- 
ertion of a power ſuperior to that whereby they were 


enſlaved. In conſiſtency with the expolition given 


of the former part of this prophecy, the redemption 
here intended ſeems plainly to be that which is {pi- 
ritual, and peculiar to thote who thall appear befbre 
God in the heavenly Zion. The fact is: Having 
ſold themſelves for nought, and become ſervants of 


' fin, having alſo forfeited" their inheritance, none of 


them could by any means redeem himſelf or his bro- 
ther, or give to God a futticient ranſom. The re- 
demption of the ſoul being Precious, on their part 
ceaſed for ever. In this forlorn itate, the Son of God 
aſſumed human nature, and gave hunſelf for them, to 
redeem them from the curſe they deſerved, from all 
iniquity, and the NEE of all their enemies; "no to. 
| | . reſtore 
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reſtore tha to the glorious liberty of the children 
of God. In conſequence whereof, they are ſaid to 


have redemption through his blood. Having pro- 
claimed liberty to the captives, and the opening of 


the priſon to them that are bound, and happily dif. 
poſed and enabled them to accept of the oflered be- 


nefit, they became his redeemed. Deeply ſenſible 


of their infinite obligations to their gracious Redeem- 
er, and of their indiſpenſible duty, they walk in the 
way of holineſs, ſtudying to act with integrity and fi- 
dielity in every ſtation that they occupy.—Let; this 
be your employment who are redeemed from am 
men. If you are huſbandmen, endeavour to manaz 
your affairs with diſcretion. If you are tradeſmen; 


be diligent in buſineſs, upright, and faithful. E504 — 
are engaged in commerce, let all your tranſactions 


be conducted with ſtrict regard to juſtice and equity. 

If you are maſters, remember you have a maſter in 
heaven. If ſervants, ſhew all good fidelity, that you 
may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. As he 
who hath called you is holy, ſo 1 7 080 holy in uy 
manner of converſation. 7 


10 And the ranſomed of 4 LORD 25 
return, and come to Zion, with ſongs and e· 
verlaſting j joy upon their heads: they ſhall ob- 


tain joy and gladneſs, and lorrow and fghing 


ſhall flee away. 


. Theſe words contain a beautiful deſcription of the 
conduct and felicity of the redeemed from among 
men; for which the period whereof the J 
ſpeaks was to be remarkably diſtinguiſhed. The re- 
deemed, mentioned in the preceding verſe, are here 
denominated, The ranſomed of the LORD. Both cha- 
raters are of the ſame import, and ſerve to diſcrimi-- 
nate ' thoſe to whom they belong from the reſt of 


mankind. In the one now before us there ſeems to 
de an obvious alluſion to the ranſom for their ſouls, 
Which the 3 of Lirael were appointed to give 


: unto 
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unto the Lord, of which we read Exod. "mew: 12. % 


Fr oh It again brings into view the bondage from 
1 


ich they were emancipated, and the glorious lis 
berty into which they are enen © by the 8on of 
man, who came into this world to give his life a ran 
ſom for many *; + by the man Chriſt Jeſus, Wo 
gave himſelf a ranſom for all f.“ That this com- 
paionate Redeemer might deliver them from the 
ſervitude of ſin and — he freely and generouſſiy 
gave himſelf, ſoul and body, with his precious life, 


whereby theſe conſtituent parts of human nature 


were united. The ineſtimable benefit; then, which 
he confers upon thoſe whom he reſcues from thral- 
dom, was not procured by fuch corruptible things as 
filver and gold, as thouſands of rams, and ten thou- 
ſands of rivers: of oil; but by the precious blood of 
Chriſt. This chief article, this myſterious doctrine 
of the goſpel, which was to diſplay its glorious effica- 
cy at the time to which the prediction relates, ought 
ever to be kept fully in view, as the ſure ground 
of faith and * the contemplation of which ought 
to excite admiration, gratitude, and praiſe to him 


who was flain, and hath redeemed us to God by 


his blood, out af every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation f. Concerning ſuch our FYo- | 
phet foretelss 
They ſhali return every one from his evil ways in- 
to which he had gone attray, from his ways and do- 
fue: that had not been good, to ſerve the living and 
ine God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, even | 
Jelus, who delivered us from the wrath to come. 
This return ſhall be with their whole heart and ſoul. 
They ſhall * abandon thoſe fooliſh vain thoughts 
wherewith their minds were formerly occupicd; the) 
ſhall renounce thofe evil inclinations to which they 
were once obſtinately addicted, and thoſe criminal at- 
tachments which in time paſt they hadformed.—With 
all their mind, with all their heart, and with all their 
allection, they ſhall have recourſe to God, from whom 
r 
7 Mat. xx. 28. 4 1 Tim. ii. 6. Rev. v. 9, 10. 5 
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they had departed. Aware that there is a returning, 
but not to the Moſt High, which brings men no 
nearer to God than before; (for many return from 
one evil practice to another, as from open profanity 
to concealed hypocriſy,) by a thorough continued 
converſion they reſign themſelves and their all, to be 
ruled and diſpoſed of by him as ſeemeth good in his 
fight. They return to God through the great Medi- 
ator, not feignedly with a divided heart, not in con- 
ſequence of tranſitory impreſſions” occaſi onally made 
by external objects; but in conſequence of a heart. 
affecting fenſe of their ſin and danger, their duty and 
intereſt. In this manner they repair to God as their 
quiet reſt and all- ſufficient portion, that in him they 
may repoſe all their confidence, that from him they 
may receive the ſupply of all their neceſſities, and 
that in his commandments they may greatly delight 
themſelves.— Thus faith the Lord, Return ye now | 
every one from his evil way, and 
and your doings good F? _ + THORP. 
And come to Zion, that they may participate i in the | 
privileges peculiar to the upright. Zion in this verſe, 
as in many other places of 1cripture, is the name uſed 
to ſignify the church of God. Two circumſtanees 
fully juſtify the propriety of this deſignation. . The 
ſociety of the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus made their firſt 
appearance on that mountain; there the firſt Chriſ- 
tian church was planted, and the throne of God's 
kingdom was erected. There the radical or mother 
church was eſtabliſhed ; in conſequence of which, 
thole who became members of that ſacred com- 
munity were ſaid to be born in Zion; and in every 
age, the people of God, in their collective capacity, 
have retained that appellation. Beſides, the ſame 
privileges which were anciently conferred on Tion, t 
are enjoyed by the church under the New Teſta- 
ment. God was pleaſed to appoint that mountain to tl 
be the place of his peculiar reſidence; there he was fi 
__ worthipped ; there he met with his people, n 
converſed 
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converſed with them, made known to them his will, 


and afforded them protection and ſafety. Theſe pre- 


rogatives ſtill belong to the church of Chriſt, and 


therefore the Holy Spirit often ſpeaks of them in 
the prophecies, by the name of Zion. The writers of 


the New Teſtament frequently adopt the ſame lan- 


guage; of which a remarkable inſtance occurs in tile 
. 12th chapter of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, where 


the apoſtle affirms, that Chriſtians * are come to mount 


Lion, and unto the city of the living God, accord- 


ing to the prediction now before us.— To this honour- 
able ſociety they were to be joined— 

With ſongs and everlaſting joy upon their heads. Ma- 
ny things contribute to produce the exultation and 
joy which are here mentioned. Triumphant ſongs 
of praiſe were to be raiſed to God and to the Lamb, 
becauſe multitudes of fins are covered, ſouls are fa- 
ved from death, acceſſions are made 'to the church 
of God, and {when the Lord reckoneth up the peo- 

ple of Zion, it ſhall be ſaid, this and that man was 
born in her *. Nor are theſe hymns of thankſgi- 
ving confined to the church on earth; the celeſtial 
inhabitants ſharing in the joy, unite in the ſongs; for 
there is joy in heaven even over one ſinner that re- 


penteth. The heavenly hoſt who praiſed God at the _ 


nativity of the Saviour, will not be ſilent, we ſup- 


poſe, when pow he came to, redeem are brought 


home to the ſhepherd and biſhop of their ſouls. | It 
is added, —* With everlaſting joy upon their heads. 
This expreſſiqn may allude to the ancient cuſtom of 
wearing crownsin ſeaſons of mirth and feſtivity, which 


were conſidered as marks of honour and dignity. Or 
it may refer to the practice of anointing the head on. © 
joyous feſtive occaſions, which probably gave riſe to 


the phraſe uſed by the royal poet of * the oil of glad- 
nels f. The redeemed of the Lord, furniſhed with 
the gifts and graces of the Spirit, were to haſten with 


_ lublime pleaſure and joy to participate in the com- 


munion of ſaints. This joy is ſaid to be everlaſting, 
Permanent, 
* Pla Ixaxyii, 5. . 5&þ Phat. Ry 
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permanent, and durable ; being one of the fruits of 
the eternal Spirit, it partakes of the nature of its di. 


z 
— 


vine author; and being founded on the everlaſting 
righteouſneſs of the Son of God, it is not only un- 


ſpeakable and full of glory, but abideth for ever. 
Our bleſſed Saviour, therefore, when comforting his 
diſciples, aſſures them that their joy was to be con- 
ſtant and perpetual, Your heart. ſhall rejoice, and 


© your joy no man taketh from you *. Their ſpi- 


ritual enemies might endeavour to deprive them of 
this precious treaſure, at leaft to interrupt their en- 
joyment of it; but they ſhould never be able entire- 
ly to take it-away, or to remove the ground wherevn 
it reſts. It is an eternal joy to be conſummated in 
the future world; according to the memorable words 
of him who is faithful and true, the water that I 
« ſhall give him (that thirſteth) ſhall be in him a well 
of water ſpringing up into everlailing life f.“ Their 
joy is immortal; it is connected with eternal objects, 
and ſhall endure through endleſs ages... 
They ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs.. The Hebrew 
word here tranſlated obtain, is the fame that gecurred 
chap. xxxiii. 14. where it is rendered by ſurpriſe; 
Fearfulneſs (faith our Prophet) hath ſurpriſed the 
* hypocrite.” ) The word ſignifies the acquiſition of 
any thing that hath been ſought after with avidity 


_ and diligence. The redeemed of the Lord, who are 


ſeeking everlaſting felicity and joy, ſhall certainly 
obtain theſe deſirable objects, of which they. ſhall lay 


bold with exquiſite delight and retain full poſſeſſion of 


them for ever. Sorrow and grief, which ariſe 
the loſs of what is agreeable or valuable, and from 
experience or fear of what is painful. Sighing and 
groaning, which are the well-known effect and natu- 
ral expreſſion of diftreſs, | ſhall flee away and be diſ- 


pelied, like miſt; by the radiant beams of the ſun; 


fo that they ſhall no more perplex and diſtreſs the 
diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. Holineſs, peace, and joy, 


ſhall univerſally prevail, as the happy prelude to that 
| | glorious 
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glorious ſtate in which there ſhall not be one forrow= 
ful heart, one weeping eye, one complaining voice, 
one throbbing breaſt ; wherein all the ranſomed of 
the Lord ſhall eternally rejoice and triumph. _ . 
The whole of this prediction beautifully repre- 
ſents the happy ſtate of the church at different pe- 
riods under the New Teſtament, when public cala- 
mities, perſecutions, and impediments to the advance- 
ment of Chriſt's kingdom being removed, the num- 


ber of the faithful ſhall be greatly increaſed, and 


they ſhall be bleſſed with abundant meaſures of di- 
vine grace. Every part, however, of the prophecy, 
ought to be underſtood in ſuch a 8 ſenſe as 
may accord with the mind of the Holy Spirit, who 
does not teach to expect that Chriſtians ſhall be free 
from thoſe accidents which are inſeparably connect- 
ed with their preſent circumſtances in this world. No 
condition, however proſperous, to which they are 
here elevated, ſhall change the courſe of Providence, 
or totally exempt them from perſonal and domeitic 
afflictions. The Prophet ſpeaks only of the ſpiritual 
ſtate of the people of God, when he who is able to do 
beyond what we can aſk or think, ſaves his choſen, 
bleſſes his inheritance, and lifts them up for ever.— | 
Let us, then, with Chriſtians in every land, frequent- 
ly pour out before the Lord our fervent and united 
ſupplications, for the accompliſhment of what is here 
foretold, for the felicity and glory of the Redeemer's 
kingdom ; and for his blefling on the means employ- 
ed for its adyancemient. | | : 


Vor. II. 4 I. 
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E now enter upon the confideration, of * 

firſt diſcourſe contained in the fourth part 
of the K of Iſaiah. In the four chapters im- 
mediately preceding, ts recorded the inſtructive hiſto- 
ry of ſome remarkable events which happened under 
the reign of Hezekiah king of Judah. Our Prophet, 
acting in the capacity of hiſtorian, circumſtantially 
relates the unfucceſsful expedition of Senacherib, king 
of Aſſyria, into the land of Judea, with its conſe. 
quences. He deſcribes, in ſtrong colours, the very 
afflicted condition of the inhabitants of that _— 
in this critical period, the terror of which ſeized 
the prince and people of Jeruſalem. He records the | 
inſolent threatening meſſages ſent by the invader to 
Hezekiah—The genuine piety and confidence in 
God diſcovered on the occaſion by the Jewiſh mo- 
narch—The embaſly which he ſent to Iſaiah, with 
the encouraging prediction he emitted reſpecting the 
fate of the expedition The ſevere chaſtiſement of 
Aſſyrian inſolence, and the wonderful deliverance of 
the king of Judah, and the metropolis of Judea, The 
relation of theſe incidents occupies the 36th and 37th 
chapters.—He then proceeds to narrate various oc. 
eurrences, ſome of which are of a more private and 
domeſtic nature Such as the very dangerous diſeaſe 
whereby Hezekiah was brought to the gates of death, 


with his devout behaviour in-that trying emergency 


— The extraordinary cure by which his diſtemper 
Vas removed, and his complete recovery effected 
The miraculous ſi gn whereby the promiſed prolon- 
- gation of the king's life was confirmed, and the ele- 
gant. hymn of thankſgiving in which the grateful 
monarch celebrates the benefit conferred upon him. 
Of theſe ſeveral topics he treats in the 38th chapter. 
After which follows an account of the embatlage 
ſent by the king of Babylon to congratulate the Jev- / 
ih monarch on his reſtoration to health—And of the 

meſſage 
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neſhge that. our Prophet had in command from 
God- to deliver to bis ſovereign, which, notwith-. 


ſtanding its diſagreeable contents, with fidelity and 


fortitude he communicated to the royal ear, where 


it was received with becoming ſubmiſſion, Theſe 
remarkable circumſtances, mtimately connected with : 
the ſubjects of his prophecies, the inſpired writer re- 


lates in the 39th chapter, with which the hiſtorical 
part of his book concludes. At preſent I paſs over theſe 


unportant facts by which 3 of the predictions 'of . 


Iſaiah are elucidated and confirmed, that I may con- 


tinue, without interruption, the expoſition of the pro: 


phecies he hath delivered; in which I apprehend we 

are more nearly concerned. 25 
The prophetical diſcourſes that follow from hence 

to the end of the book, in which are paſſages the 


moſt elegant and ſublime of any that occur in the 


ſacred writings of the Old Teſtament, were probably 
delivered after the Aſſyrian invaſion, in the latter 

part of the reign of Hezekiah. An explicit declara- | 
tion having been given in the. foregoing chapter, of 
the approaching diflolution of the Jewiſh kingdom, 
the captivity of the prince and people by the kings 


of Babylon; the ſubſequent prophecy opens with a | 


promiſe of the reſtoration of that kingdom, and the 
return of the people from captivity, in conſequence 
of the merciful interpoſition of the Almighty in their 


behalf. To this event, however, the views of our 


Prophet are not confined; the redemption from Ba- 
bylon is employed as an image, to exhibit a redemp- 
tion of an infinitely higher and more important na- 
ture, to be accompliſhed by the Son of God in the 
fulneſs of time. Theſe two events he connects tos 
gether ; and whilſt he treats of the former, he gives 
explicit intimations of the latter, the glories of which 
ſeem often to have ſo occupied his ming, that the 
ſübject he introduced is loſt in the other with which 
he was moſt delighted. The ſalvation of the people 
of God is, in general, the pleaſant theme of all Iſaiab's 
prediQtions This includes 1 in it three diſtinct Tack 
> 8 whic 


* 
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— which ate cloſely obi h with one another; ol the 


deliverance of the Jews from captivity at Babylon 
the deliverance of the Gentiles from ignorance 

idolatry, and the ſalvation of the church from the 
dominion of fin and death. They are alſo ſubordi- 
nate to one another, the latter being ſhadowed out 


under the image of the former. Cyrus was the agent 


of God in effecting the firſt deliverance; a far greater 
perſonage is the agent to accompliſh the two latter 


- deliverances, called the Lord God, the Servant, the 


| EleQof Jehovah, in whom his ſoul delighteth. Theſe 
ſubjects are not here treated ſeparately, in a metho- 
dical manner, but in a connected view. They ate 


all thrown together, mixed one with another; and the 


whole is delineated with the ſtrongeſt boldeſt colours 
in the following prophecies.—The prophetic orations 
recorded in the preceding chapters were diſtinguiſhed 
by ſome title, new inſcription, or ſome other circum- 
itance ; henceforward every thing of this ſort is laid 
alide, and the predictions run uniformly on, without 
any marked diviſion, to the end of the book. The por- 


tion of prophecy which we now proceed to inveſtigate, 


may be diſtributed into four ſections; the firſt:in- 

cludes chap. 40th and 41ſt—the ſecond, chap. 42d 

and 4 5d—the ug, N 44th—47th—the fourth, 
chap. 48th. 

Io ſolace the diſconſolate minds of the juſt and 
devout, who were depreſſed by various afflictions, 
and waiting for the conſdlation of Iſrael, Iſaiah, by 
the Spirit of prophecy, leads forward their thoughts, 


not merely to return from threatened captivity, but 


to the' manifeſtation of the Son of God i in the fleſh, ac- 
cording to the promiſes' made unto the fathers—and 
to the eſtabliſhment of his ſpiritual kingdom in the 
world by the preaching of the goſpel, when Jehovah 
was to diſplay his glory and his ſalvation both to 
Jews and Gentiles. He introduces the ſublime ſub- 
ject, by announcing to miniſters of the church the 
good pleaſure of God, that they ought to adminiſter 

| eee to his bis people 80 2 them that the 
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King and kingdom of heaven was at no great di- 
ſtance, which was to terminate the calamities where- 
by they were diſtreſſed, ver. 1, 2. He proceeds to 
call them to prepare for giving this glorious Monarch 
2 proper reception; to explain the ſpiritual nature 
of his kin gdom, and the bleſſed effects wherewith it 
was to be attended, v. 3—11. He then clearly e- 
vices that the empire of the great Meſſiah was to 
be founded in a way perfectly conſiſtent with the in- 
finite wiſdom and power of Jehovah, manifeſted in 
the works of creation and providence, v. 12—=t7. 
After which he demonſtrates the vanity and abſur- 
dity of idolatry, by exhibiting the power, the majeſ- 
ty, and, grandeur of the only true God, v. 1826. 


He concludes, by applying to the church the truths 


he advanced, that they might thereby be encouraged | 
to wait upon the everlaſting God, who gives renew- 
ed NES to thoſe who are ready to fant, y v. 27— . | 


E CHAP. XI. 


E , 


vb ORT ye, comfort ye wy prope 5 
1 faith your God. 


This prophecy, chiefly 1 to e bp 
of the Son of God, is uthered in by the divine com- 
mand now before us, which is repeated once, a- 
gam, and a third time; to intimate the vaſt 1 impor- 
tance of the duty thus inculcated, and to ſhew that 
od is truly ſolicitous to promote the conſolation of 
his church. Indeed, the Lord God, merciful and 
- gracious, hath uniformly diſcovered the ſtrongeſt con- / 
cern for the happineſs, and comfort of his Pein: 

be loves with the moſt tender affec- 
ion, whom he pities under infirmities, and in whoſe 
2 5 he rejoices. He hath aflumed the title of 


the God of all ee who comforteth them un- 
7 | 1 der 
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| der all their tribulations ; he hath anointed his own 
| Son, to give unto them that mourn in Zion beauty 
for aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment 
of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs; the Ho Y Spirit 
he hath promiſed to conſole and guide N 
in all their afflictions his word is their comfort. He 
hath required his ſervants to be of good chear, to 
comfort one another; - and to their efforts in obedi- | 
ence to his appointment, he is often pleaſed to Mee 
efficacy by his preſence and bleſſing. The commiſ. 
ſion, here granted for this benevolent purpoſe is ex- 
preſsly limited to the people of God, whom he hath 
created for his glory, that they may ſhew forth hi 
praiſe; whom he hath reſcued from the hands o 
their enemies, that they may ſerve him without Fee 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him; and diſpo- 
ſed, under a grateful ſenſe of their manifold obliga- 
tions to him, to conſecrate themſelves to his ſervice, 
and to yield the obedience which he juſtly demands, 
_ deſirous to enjoy his favour and approbation. To per- 
ſons of this deſcription, confolation ought to be diſ- 
penſed with the utmoſt promptitude. ' Who can de- 
cline to perform this delightful office, to which we 
are called by ſuch high authority. | 
Permit me for a few moments to leave the em- 
ployment of an expoſitor, to execute the pleaſant 
taſk. Are any of you, brethren, dejected through 
poverty and indigence? Know that God hath -gra- 
ciouſly promiſed that your bread ſhall be given you, 
that your water ſhall be ſure, that the Lord will hear 
you, that the God of Iſrael will not forſake you. He 
ſhall deliver the needy when he crieth, the poor alſo, 
and him that hath no helper. Amidſt the penury 
and hardſhips with which you may be diſtreſſed, re- 
member with gratitude, that in God's favour are 
riches and honours, that your heavenly Father know- 
eth what you need, and hath aſſured you that walk 
uprightly, that he will withhold no good thing from 
you. Often look forward to the crown of life which 
the Lord hath promiſed to them that love him, and 


to 
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to the kingdom * heaven, into which you ſhall be 
admitted; when the wicked of the earth hal be caſt 
away like droſs. —Are you depreſſed by afflictions of 
_ yarious kinds, and hath your life been embittered by 
diverſe calamfies? Seek unto God betimes, and 

make ſupplication unto the Almighty, who hath 
ſaid, Becauſe he hath ſet his love upon me, I will 
deliver him; I will ſet him on high, becauſe he hath 


« known my name . * Hearken to his reviving words, 


When thou paſſeſt through the waters I will be 
« with thee; and through the rivers, they ſhall not o- 
« verflow thee; for I am the Lord thy God, the Holy 
One of Iſrael thy Saviour. Your afllictions, however 
ſevere, are but light and of ſhort continuance, in com- 
pariſon of what your fins have deſerved, and of the 
tar more exceeding and eternal weight of glory which 
they are working for you. 'They that ſow in tears 
ſhall reap in joy a plentiful harveſt of pure everlaſt- 
ing conſolations. Whatever be your condition, vou 
ought to derive comfort from the aaiable views gi- 
ven in ſcripture, of the character, the perfections, the 
providence, the promiſes of God; the endearing re- 
lations in which he ſtands connected with you, the 
experience you have had of his loving kindneſs, the 
the privileges you enjoy, and the glorious proſpects | 
that you entertain. To theſe animating truths, wor- 
thy of your ſerious attention, may he who gave the 


commiſſion in virtue of which I now ſpeak, vouch- 


ſafe his benediction, that they may prove effectual for 
folacing diſconſolate minds.— Are you mourning o- 
ver your tranſgreſſions, and are your hearts deeply 
affected with the enormity, the guilt, the pollution, 
and the power of fin? With him (faith the High -- 
and Lofty One) will I dwell that is of a humble and 
contrite ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the A are | 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones T. 
rejoice that you ſorrowed to repentance; for cg 
* ſorrow worketh repentance to ſalvation not to be 
e of 5 => Bleſſed are they that mourn/({aith 
eſus 
* Plat. xci. 14. + Chap. xIlii. 2, Y. t Chap. lv, 2 


12 Cor. vii. 9. 


Protector, and Comforter. 
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* Jeſus Chriſt) for they ſhall be comforted® in 11 
time, by him that comforteth them that are caſt 


down. Your drooping ſpirits ſhall yet be cheered, 
and you ſhall participate of thoſe ſublime refreſh- 
ments which ſhall for ever gladden Md rejoice your 
hearts. 
 words,the very encouraging words of God by our Pro- 

phet; As the rain and the ſnow cometh down from 
heaven and returneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 


« may give ſeed to the ſower and bread to, the eater ; 
* ſo ſhall my word be that goeth out of my mouth: 


eit ſhall not return unto me void, but it ſhall aecom- 
« plith that which I pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in the 
thing whereto I ſent it f.“ If I have encroached 


on your patience, and by this digreſſion deviated 


from the plan of theſe lectures, I requeſt that' you 
will forgive me this wrong. — The commiſſion hers 


given is ſtamped by ſupreme authority. 
Saith your God, whoſe portion, whoſe Fat TENT Ha 


whoſe peculiar treaſure you are above all people; 


who is your Father, your Redeemer, your Sanctifier, 


ſeaſonable. It is the expreſs precept of your God, 


who are the poſterity of the patriarchs Abraham, I. 


ſaac, and Jacob, to whom he promiſed to be their 
God, and the God of their children. 


thers, he hath eſtabliſhed an intimate connection be. 


twixt him and you, he hath aſſumed the title of your 


God, which is your higheſt glory, and the ſource of 
all your felicity. Recollect, then, the peculiar inte- 
reſt that you have in him, and he i in you, who are 


objects of his diſtinguiſhing love and tender care. 
Attentively conſider that the ſolemn charge contain- 


ed in this and the following verſe, is delivered by him 


whoſe wiſdom, . and goodneſs, with his other 
attributes, | 


3 Mat. v. 4. + Chap. Iv. 10, 4 ö 2 


1 conclude this feeble attempt with the 


This conſolatory work is 
not the contrivance of a feeble, erring creature, who 
might have recommended what is improper or un- 


In virtue of 
the covenant into which he entered with your fa- 
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attributes} are employed for accompliſhing your bap- 
pineſs and ſalvation; and that he is the object of your. 
worſhip, hope, and confidence. After all, will you - 


perverſely rejeq the counſel of God againſt your-. 


lelves, and render it of none effect? Will you make 
light of his comfortable words, whom you profeſſed- 
ly honour and love, to whom you are nearly related, 


and infinitely indebted? When he commands to 


comfort you, will you act ſo inconſiſtently with your 
duty and intereſt, as to refuſe to receive the conſo- | 
lations of God, which are neither ſmall nor few? 

I can do no more to alleviate your ſorrows, than * : 
zeit the ſure grounds of conſolation and joy, and u- 


nite with them earneſt prayers to the God of all 


grace, that he may ſatisfy you early with his mercy, 


that ye may be glad and rejoice all your days, 


2 Speak ye comfortably to Jeruſalem, and | 


cry ynto her, that her wartare is accom- 
pliſhed, that her iniquity is pardoned: for ſhe 


hath recerved of the LORD's hand double 


for all her fins, 


The manner in which conſolation ought to be 5 


miniſtered to the people of God, with the ſubſtantial 


grounds on which it is founded, are in theſe words 


particularly ſpecified. —SpeaR ye con: fortably to Jeru- 
falem ; or, as the Hebrew word is rendered on the 


margin of ſome bibles, ſpeak to the heart, in the moſt 
pledtent and winning manner, ſo as to gain the atten- 
tion and the affection of the inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem, who ſignificantly repreſented the church of God 


under the New Teſtament. Employed in this de- 


12htful buſineſs, we muſt attend not only to what 


we ſay, but to the manner in which we introduce 
and treat the ſubjects we mention, that they be well 
managed and well adapted to ſoothe the ſbrrow- 
ful heart, and to raiſe the mind depreſſed by adver- 
lity and folicitude; The expreſſion is emphatical, in- 


mating that the comfort to be diſpenſed by the ſer- 
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that as we muſt not give the childrens bread to dogs, 
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vants of God, is pure and ſpiritual, not liable to de. 
cay; aud that it is more than ſufficient to counterba- 
lance all their preſent troubles, — Wherefore comfort 
yourſelves then, together, and edify one another, 
When you ſpeak to the feeble-minded and dejected of 
your brethren, have compaſſion on them, act the part 
of ſons of conſolation, treat them with gentleneſs, 
kindneſs, and ſympathy. See that the matter you ſug- 
geit be really good, and that it be ſuited to the cir- 
cumſtances of thoſe whom you addreſs. Adapt your 
diſcourſe to their particular characters, remembering 


ſo we ought not to give to tile children what is allot. 
ted for the ungodly-and profane, Attend to the ſea - 

ſon in which you ſpeak; for what may be well ſuited 

to one time, might be improper at another, and prove 
rather hurtful than uſeful, And beware of over- 
charging the ſubject you introduce; for a torrent of 
words may on ſome occaſions do conſiderable da- 
mage: whereas, did your ſpeech drop as the rain, and 
diſtil as the ſmall rain on the tender herb, they that 
dwell under your ſhadow might revive as the corn, 
grow as the lilly, caſt forth their roots as Lebanon, 
their branches might ſpread, and their beauty be as 
the olive tree. „ 
That her warfare is accompliſbed. The ſtate of 
the church of God on earth, eſpecially under the for- 
mer diſpenſation, is with propriety repreſented in 
ſeripture as a warfare. They are called to contend 
with the enemies of God and their awn beſt-interelts; 
they are expoſed to innumerable dangers; like a vaſt 
army, they are in an unſettled condition, employed 
in actual ſervice, where the utmoſt vigilance and ex- 
ertion is requiſite; every individual bath his parti- 
cular ſtation aſſigned to him, which he muſt not pre- 
ſume to relinquiſh ; and to his prince he muſt look 
for direction and ſupport in every enterprize. The 
tranſlation of the Hebrew word in the margin ougit 
not to be overlooked, where it is rendered appointed 
time; tune i1xed by infinite wüdom for terminating 
= 85 e 8 . nol 
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not only the captivity at Babylon; but for putting A 
period to the laborious ſervices and conflicts of the 
people of God under the Moſaic cxconomy. Whilſt | 


that burdenſome diſpenſation continued, many dif. | 


ficult obſervances were preſcribed, which the po- 
ſterity of Iſrael were not. permitted to neglect un- 


der the ſevereſt penalties; and therefore they were 
ſaid to be under a yoke of bondage. They were re- 


quired to be continually vigilant, waiting for the 
Lord as they that watch wait for the morning; and 
the great object of their deſire was, deliverance from 
ſervitude, and introduction into the glorious liberty 
of the ſons of God. As a ground of conſolation, our 
Prophet declares, that the time appointed for finiſh- 
ing the warfare of the church was nearly completed, 

the time to favour Zion was at hand, the fulneſs of 

time was about to commence at the period to which 
he looked forward. The expreſſion is metaphorical, 


taken from the condition of a ſoldier who is appoint- 


ed to ſome painful ſtation from which he earneſtly 

longs to be relieved. In like manner, the church of 
old, which had aſſigned them hard ſervice, ardently 
withed to be freed from the bonds that galled them, 
and now they are informed that the period determi- 

ned for the abolition of their ſervitude, and the yoke 
of ceremonies impoſed upon them, was ſoon to ar- 
rive; when the great object of their expectation was 


to make his appearance, by whom their warfare 


ſhould be terminated, and an eaſier path to conqueſt 
opened.— How reviving the thought, that ere long 
our warfare ſhall alſo be accompliſhed, and the ap- 

pointed time commence when we ſhall have finiſhed 
our labours, and ſhall enter into the reſt that remains 
tor the people of God! All the days, then, of our 
appointed time, let us wait with hope and patience, 
until our change come. He that ſhall come will 


come, and not tarry.— Another ground of comfort is, 


That her iniquity is pardoned. Theſe are indeed 
good and comfortable words. Sin expoſes the tranſ- 
greſſor to the wrath of Almighty God; pardon. of 

e | niquity 


hy, 
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iniquity cancels the obligation to deſerved wel 


ment, and reſtores the. ſinner to the favour of his 
offended Sovereign. To open the way for the ho- 
nourable communication of this precious benefit, pro- 


per expiation muſt be made for the offences com- 
mitted; convineing demonſtration muſt be given of 


their malignity and demerit, of the righteouſneſs 
and veracity of Jehovah, whilſt mercy is extended to 
the criminal. In conſequence of compenſation of. 
fered to the juſtice of God, the fault is blotted aut, 

the treſpaſs 1 is forgiven. From the concurring teſti- 

. monies of the law and the goſpel, it plainly appears 
that remiſſion of fins is conferred through the pre- 
cious blood of Chriſt, in virtue of the expiatory ſacri- 
fice which he, as the great High Prieſt of our profeſ- 


ſion, preſented for the fins of his people. Aecording | 
10 the ſcriptures, Jeſus Chriſt is the propitiation for 


the {ins of the world; through his perfect atonement, 
God 1s declared propitious to men, and men are re- 
conciled to God. The firm belief of this important 
truth excites indignation againſt fin ; it leads to re- 
pentance, and ſincere obedience; whilſt it imparts 
' reviving conſolation to the diſconſolate mind. Thoſe, 
therefore, who would comfort the people of God, are 
directed to ſay her iniquity is pardoned, the hand- 
writing of ordinances which was againſt them is ta- 
ken out of the way, and a complete ſacrifice is offer- 
ed, in virtue of which is granted remiſſion of ſins. 

The long-wiſhed for period was then at no great di- 
ſtance, wherein the Son of God was to put an end to 

| ſin, to finiſh tranſgreſſion, to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. — 
What ſure ground of comfort doth this ineſtimable 
benefit convey, which comprehends actual deliver- 


ance from evils, of the greateſt magnitude, the aflu- 


red proſpect of every deſirable bleſſing, and which 


3 happily diſpoſes all who receive it to depart from ini- 


quity.— There is forgiveneſs with thee, O Lord, that 
thou mayeſt be feared ; and by the fear of the Lord 


men depart from evil. It was a remarkable laying 
| 0 


r 


+ 


vg 
9 


- i. a. & 6s. 


„ 


Vid. 2. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH., 1% 


of a heathen philoſopher, from which we may receive 


an inſtructive leſſon. Though (ſaid he) I was per- 


ſuaded that men could never know, and that the 
gods would pardon the evil I might do, I would not 
do it.. This ſentiment is worthy of a ſervant of the 


living God, and ought in ſubſtance to be adopted by 
thoſe whom he hath comforted with the voice of par- 


don, to whom he hath ſaid, Be of good chear, thy ſins 


are forgiven thee. Hath he graciouſly remitted paſt 


tranſgreſſions? then it becomes you to ſay, I will not 
offend any more. 2 eee ES 

For ſhe hath received of the Lord's hand double for 
all her fens. Theſe words contain a truth which at 
firſt ſight feems- paradoxical. They do not affirm 
that the people of God had been puniſhed far beyond 
the demerit of their crimes ;: that their ſufferings 
had exceeded what their fins deſerved. If the 
conſummate purity and righteouſneſs of Jehovah, 
and the awful puniſhment denounced againſt tranſ- 


greſſion, are candidly confidered, this ſuppoſition muſt 


appear inconſiſtent and abſurd. Under the preſſure 
of the greateſt calamities, the church hath good rea- 
{on to join in the confeſſion of Ezra, * Thou haſt pu- 
* niſhed us leſs than our miquities deſerve &. They 
ſeem deſigned to intimate what is indeed a fource of 
ſtrong conſolation to the upright among men, that 
ſuch are the tender mercies of God, that like a kind 
parent, recollecting the chaſtiſements indured by his 
children, he frankly allows that they were more than 
ſufficient. 11. Ci 
In the prophetic ſtile, double which commonly 
ſignifies twice as much, denotes vaſt abundance, ſuch 


as is fully enough to ſerve the purpoſes intended. 1 


Double recompence threatened by the prophet Je- 
remiah, chap. xvi. 18. expreſſes the adequate retri- 
bution which the children, of Ifrael were to receive 
for their fins, Double honour promiſed to them for 
their ſhame ;. double liberty in lieu of the reſtraints 


they had felt, were deſigned to ailure them of the 
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-diſtinguiſhed honour and perfect liberty to which 


they were to be advanced. The words then under 


conſideration, may import that God, who in righte. 


ouſneſs had allied: his people on account of their 


many atrocious crimes, was about to reſtrain his judg. 
ments, to lay aſide his diſpleaſure, and not only to 
pardon their fins, but to afford them plentiful com- 
munications of the moſt ſubſtantial bleflings. He 
would impart to them large meaſures of ſpiritual be- 
uefits, whereby they were to be enriched under the 
New Teſtament, ſuch.as the gifts of righteoufneſs 
and peace, the Holy Spirit, with his conſolations and 

joys. From theſe conſiderations, the people of God 
ought to derive comfort ; and indeed they are ad- 
mirably adapted to raiſe their drooping ſpirits, and 


to fill them with joy and peace in believing, through 
the power of the Holy Ghoſt. True comfort is of ce. 
leſtial origin, and cannot be found among the crea- 


tures, which may indeed furnith the materials where- 


of the cordial is compoled ; but the bleſſed God re- 


ſerves the diſpoſal of it entitely in his own hand. Ap- 
ply then with earneſtneſs to him, that he would give 
ellicacy to the means employed to revive and chear 
diſconſolate minds. We may trouble and perplex 
ourſelves and others, but we are as incapable of 
changing the heart from a ſorrowful to a joyful ſtate, 
as of converting it from the love of ſin, to delight in 
holineſs. Whilit then we uſe the means of acquiring 
this precious bleſſing, let us have recourle | to Gol, 
that he may render them effectual. 8 


N The voice of him that * in the will 
4 Prepare ye the way of the LORD, 
make ſtraight in the deſart a TY for our 


God. 


A public crier is 155 introduced, giving orders, 
by ſolemn proclamation, that the highway be le. 
velled and ſmoothed, for the expected advent of an 
illuſtrious Ra that he might complete the great 

| deſign 
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deſign of his appearance; that every obſtruction 
ſhould be removed that might impede his progreſs 
through the deſart. In giving this intimation. 
his voice was to be greatly elgrated, after the mans 
ner of thoſe who are employed in publiſhing what is 
intended to be generally known.—Though this ſcrip- 
ture might have a primary reference to the retuin 


of the Jews from captivity at Babylon, the inſpired | 


evangeliſts apply it to the forerunner of Jeſus Chriſt, 
in whom. it was fully verified. Being mterrogated 
who he was, he replied, *1 am the voice of one cry- 
ing in the wilderneſs; make ſtraight the way of the 
Lord, as faid the prophet Eſaias *. In like manner, 
the apoſtle Matthew, writing of this eminent man,. 
affirras * This is he that was ſpoken of by the pro- 

* phet Eſaias, ſaying, the voice of one crying in the 


* wilderneſs, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 


his, paths ſtraight f. In the exerciſe of his public 
miniſtry, John the Baptiſt, with a ſtrong voice, and 
great earneſtneſs, admoniſned the Jewiſh people f 
their errors; he reproved them for their ſins, _— ex 
horted them to repentance. In this awful preacher. 
was remarkably fulfilled, not only the prediction of 
our Prophet, but alſo the fimilar prophecy delivered 
by Malachi, * Behold I will ſend my metlenger, aud 


dhe ſhall E are the way before me . Indeed 
this evangelic al 
and ſtands forth in ſo ſtrong a light, that ſome inter- 


fenſe of the prophecy is ſo apparent. 


pieters will not allow this verle to have relation to 


any other event. 


This voice, as foretold, was heard in the let 
neſs ; for John the Baptiſt came preaching in the wil- 
derneſs of Judea h. The words of Iſaiah are ſo adjuſt- 
ed, as that literally underitood, the wilderneſs mayx 
be joined with what immediately precedes, or that 
figuratwely explained, it may be connected with 


what follows. By the peculiar diſpoſition of divine 


providence, John, who was our Lord's forerunner, 


| ' exercalalk his incred function in the place called the 


deſart, 
John i. 23. + hi 4 lik 3. 1 Chap. ti. 1. Mat. iii. 1. 
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deſart, as plainly appears from the account 8 of 


"kim by Matthew, to which I already alluded. 


Thither reſorted to him Jeruſalem, and all Judea, 
and all the region round about Jordan, and were 


baptized of him in Jordan, confeſſing their ſins. Our 
Prophet, through the influence of the Holy Spirit; 
foreſeeing that the wilderneſs was to be the place 


where John was to exerciſe his miniſtry, under the 


image of the deſart, exhibits the forlorn ſpiritual ſtate 


of thoſe among whom the way of the Lord ſhould be 


prepared ; ſo that his words are no leſs true in the 


allegorical. than in the literal ſenſe. By altering the 


unctuation, we read m the * wilderneſs prepare ye 


the way of the Lord.“ Many obſtructions he in his 
way, which ought to be re:1oved, that the great Re. 


deemer may obtain acceſs into mens: hearts, and that 
he may be cordially received with faith, affeQion, 
and obedience. Preparation is indilpenſibly rgqui- 


te, to give the kingdom of God a proper reception. 
Falſe prejudices, corrupt affections, odious ſuperſti- 


tions, criminal infidelity, with indulgence in the 
practice of iniquity, rendered the ſpiritual condition of 
the Jews, as of mankind in general, barren and de- 
ſolate, like an uncultivated country. In this forlorn 
ſtate, people were exhorted by John the Baptiſt, ac- 
cording to the prediction we are now conſidering. 


Prepare ye the way of the Lord, &c. Both ex- 
preſſions here uſed, ſeem to be of the fame import. 


The bleſſed God hath formed the minds of men to 


be ſpiritual temples wherein he delights to reſide ; his 
habitations, wherein he is pleaſed to dwell, when pro- 
perly diſpoſed to give him ſuitable entertainment. 


He vouchſafes to poſleſs all the faculties of the hu- 


man ſoul when brought into his ſubjection, and to 
employ them as inſtruments of advancing his glory. | 
To prepare them for this {eryice, they muſt be re- 


duced to order, and brought into Obedience to the- 


will of God; they muſt be delivered from corrupt 1 
pcejudices, from pernicious errors, from deteſtible 


pod ily, and tentual aflections; and Soy attain- 


Ven. z. PROPHECIES or SAA. 201 


ed a ſound underſtanding of divine truths, they muſt 
be devoted to the practice of holineſs, To carry for- 
ward theſe important purpoſes, previous to-our Lord's 
appearance John the Baptift was ſent, loudly to call 
upon thoſe who heard him, to give the Lord himſelf, 
who was coming into his temple, a proper reception. 
With this view, he preached that men ought to re- 
pent, to bring forth fruits meet for repentance, to 
confeſs and renounce their ſins, to amend their ways 
and doings *, whereby they were diſqualified for be- 
ing admitted into the kingdom of God, which was 
then about to be eſtabliſhed.— The fame prefling de- 
mands are made upon you, my brethren. Though 
it is not in man that walketh to direct his own ſteps, 

or to prepare the Lord's way; for the preparation of 
the heart in man is from the Lord, and when he 
comes he opens a way for himfelf; yet he conde- 
ſcends to invite us to be workers together with him. 

Though he cometh as the rain that tarrieth not for 
man, nor waiteth for the ſons of men, and makes his 
way over all oppoſition ; yet he calls upon you to 
prepare his way, to abandon your tranſgreſſions, to 
accept of the gracious offers of righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength, which he is ever ready to convey to thoſe 
who are truly ſenfible of their need of them. 1 be- 
leech you, then, in the words of the prophet Hoſea, 

* Sow to yourſelves i in righteouſneſs, and reap in mer- 
cy; break up your fallow ground: it is time to 
+ſeek the Lord, till he dome and rain W 1* 
Turan don e eee Ay 


4 Every valley ſhall be ended, Hi boeh 
mountain and hill ſhall be made low: and the 
crooked ſhall be made Wen N the an 
places . 5 


Theſe words clear NOR in war manner the 


kinga of the W was to be introduced —— 
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"the. Jon by the miniſtry of John the Baptiſt, and 


afterward extended throughout the whole world. — 


The idea here expreſſed is taken from the practice of 


eaſtern monarchs, who, when they entered on an ex- 


pedition thro? deſarts or unfrequented countries, ſent 


before them pioneers, to open the paſlages, to level 
the ways, and to remove obſtructions. Judea was 
ſeparated from Babylon by an immenſe deſart, thro' 
which a way was to be opened for the return of the 
Jews from captivity to their own land. To comfort. 
the people of God, Iſaiah foretels that every obſtacle 


ſhould be removed, and the way cleared for their 


journey. Leaving this view of the ſubject, let us 
endeayour to inveſtigate the ſpiritual import of the 
prediction, which is the principal thing here intend- 


ed, and of which the miniſtry of John affords an ex- 


cellent comment.—Valleys are exalted, in the figu- 
rative ſenſe, where enormous tranſgreſlbrs, who have 
been deeply depreſſed with a humbling ſenſe of their 
fins and miſeries, are raiſed from, deſpondency to 
hope, having their lowly minds filled with peace, and 
joy, and conſolation. Under the new œconomy, 
which was to commence about the time of John the 
Baptiſt's preaching in the wilderneſs, God, rich in mer- 
cy, was pleaſed ſo plentifully to diſpenſe his grace 
unto men, that thoie who were greatly dejected and 


afflited on account of their fins, and almoſt ſunk in- 
to deſpair, and ſo ſignificantly. compared to a valley, 
were to be exalted, by means of repentance and faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, to the enjoyment of the privileges of 
the kingdom of God.— Mountains and hills are made 


low, in the allegorical ſenſe, where thoſe who were 


proud and arrogant, puffed up with a high opinion 


of themſelves, their petty abilities, and perfor- 


mances, and truſted to their own merits and actions, are 
reduced to a lowly ſenſe of their meanneſs, unworthi- 


neſs, and guilt; and diſpoſed thankfully to ſubmit to the 
righteouſneſs and grace of ſeſus Chriſt. In this manner 
the greateſt impediments are taken away, which hin- 


dered the advancement of the ROO of God, and 
the 
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the omnipotent arm of Jehovah is revealed, whereby 5 
he hath ſcattered the proud in the imaginations of 


their hearts, and brought down every high thing that 


exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of Chrift. 5 
And the crooked ſhall be made frraight, &c. Theſe 


words, which are nearly of the ſame import with thoſe 


already explained, cleatly intimate, in the figurative 

ſenſe, that the perverſe minds of men were to be rec- 
tified; that their vitiated inclinations were to be bent 
into compliance with the holy will of God; that 
the errors of their judgments were to be corredted, 

their ſpiritual deformity cured, and their ſiniſter ac- 
tions and deſigns were to be properly regulated. In 
conſequence whereof, their wrong ſentiments reſpect- 
ing the way of ſalvation ſhould be abandoned; ſuch 
as were anciently eſpouſed by the Phariſees, the Sa- 
ducees, and heathen philoſophers; fo that they ſhould 
learn to think, to ſpeak, and to act, in a manner a- 
greeable to the precepts of the goſpel, and the way of 
righteouſneſs therein revealed. — And the rough places 
plain. The harſh rugged diſpoſitions of men, and 
their vicious practices, were to be ſubdued, and ex- 
changed for ſmooth, eaſy, pleaſant tempers, and 


amiable conduct. In few words, all the difficulties \ 


and obſtatles which impeded the advancement of the 
Meſſiah's kingdom, were to be removed; that he 
might have eaſy acceſs to the throne of mens hearts, 
where he was to reign triumphant.—Such are the a- 
ſtoniſhing effects of the diſpenſation of grace in the 
kingdom of the Son of God. Throughout the whole 
courſe of his miniſtry, he uniformly aimed to exalt 
the humble, and to abaſe the proud. He expreſsly 
declared this to be the rule of his adminiſtration, 
that whoſoever ſhall exalt himſelf ſhall be abaſed, 
' and he that ſhall humble himſelf ſhall be exalted*,” 
This maxim hath been remarkably verified in the ' 
courſe of providence, by the diſpenſation of the goſ-- 
pel, which hath been ſent to unpoliſhed nations, in- 


volved in all manner of perverſe wickedneſs, whoſe 


dif itions 
# Mat. XX111. 12. 
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diſpoſitions and cuſtoms have been thereby recti 


fied and improved. Philoſophers and worldly-wiſe 
men, elated with their own excellencies, have been 
obliged to lay aſide their pride and ſtubborn preju- 
dices, that the way of the Lord might be made plain 
before his face. The rich, the great, and the pow- 
erful, men of diſtinguiſhed eminence, who looked 
down with contempt upon other people, are render. 


ed meek and lowly; whilſt the poor and the humble 
are elevated to the greateſt dignity, and the moſt im- 


portant privileges. Wouldets God that this day. _y 


 Aecripture were tulfilled among us! 


5 And the glory of the LORD ſhall be re- 


vealed, and all feth ſhall ſee 17 together: for 


the mouth of the LORD hath ſpoken 1. 


Our Prophet, dropping for the preſent farther: 4 
luſion to the return of the Jews from Babylon, and 


the reſtoration of their city, temple, and worſhip, 


proceeds to ſpeak of a far more ſublime object, the 
conſpicuous diiplay of the glory of Jehovahy which 
was to follow the miniſtry of John the Baptiſt. —The 


glory of the Lord is the bright combined efful- 


gence of his conſummate excellencies, the ſplendor 


of his divine perfections, which are highly exalted a- 


bove all bleſſing and praiſe. He is therefore called, 
the God, the Lord of glory. His glorious attributes 
he hath manifeſted j in the works that he hath made, 
winch bear impreſſions of his wiſdom, power, and 


goodneſs; and in his providential diſpenſations, where- | 


by he ſupplies the wants of his creatures, and go- 


verns them according to his pleaſure. Revelation 


hath given ſtill brighter diſplays of his character and 
majeſty, by the moſt ſtupendous miracles, perſonal 
appearances ; and eſpecially by the promulgation of 
the law, amid the diſcharge of the artillery of hea- 
ven, the ſhaking of mount Sinai, the blaze of fire 
and ſmoke. / But the moſt illuſtrious ma anifeſtation 
of the divine glory was given when the Son 4 
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God appeared on earth, and exhibited the glory of 


the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. In the other diſcoveries, men beheld ſome 
ſcattered rays, ſome feehler emanations of excellence; 
but in the perſon, office, and redemption of Meſſiah, 
the cleareſt manifeſtation is given of the glory of Je- 
hovah; there it ſhines forth as light from the ſun. 


There it appears accommodated to human weakneſs, © 
and may be contemplated through the vail of his 


fleſh, with the greateſt pleaſure, until we are chan- 
ged into the ſame image from glory to glory, by the 
Spirit of the Lord. There it ſhines with inexpreſſi- 
ble ſweetneſs; righteouſneſs looks down from hea- 
ven with a pleafing aſpect, truth is eſtabliſhed on the 
earth, love is diſplayed in higheſt perfection, juſtice 
is fully ſatisfied, omnipotence is exerted, mercy tri- 
umphs, whilſt all unite in complete harmony to effect 
the deſigns of infinite wiſdom and grace. 

And all fleſh ſhall ſee it together, &c. Theſe words 
admit of two mterpretations, both of which ſeem con- 
ſutent with truth and the deſign of the prophecy.— 
They plainly intimate, that people of every deſcrip- 


tion, of every nation and language, of every charac- 


ter and condition, of. every order and rank, great and 


ſmall, rich and poor, young and old, learned and 


unlearned, without reſpect of perſons, ſhall behold 
the glory of God manifeſt in the fleſh. Through the 
vail of human nature, they ſhall ſee God, for he that 


knoweth the Son, knoweth the Father alſo; he that 


hath ſeen the Son, hath ſeen him that ſent him. 
The fact hath exactly correſponded with this decla- 


. 


ration, for after the revelation: of the Lord of glory, 
perſons of every ſort had acceſs to ſee him, and to 


converſe with him. According to the opinion of ſume 

interpreters, the words may be read thus, All fleſh ' 
* ſhall ſee What the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken.” | 
In this view, the expreſſion imports, that people of 


every place, and of every age, ſhall behold the ful- 
filment of this and the other predictions contained in 


thete W no other than the ſervant of the 


omniſcient 
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— God could have delivered. This high pri- 
vilege they ſhall enjoy, becauſe Jehovah himſelf hath 
given the moſt explicit aſſurance of the certainty-of 

what is foretold, and his faithful word cannot poſſibly 
fail of its accompliſhment. Though the ſolemn de. 
elarations publiſhed by the Almighty are not pro- 


perly the objects of fight, yet the important events 


to which they refer become conſpicuous and attract 
attention. By obſerving the exaCt correſpondence 
| between the prediction and the event, faith in the 
divine teſtimony is eſtabliſned, and ſtands not in the 
wiſdom of men, but in the power of God. To pre- 
vent every doubt that might ariſe reſpecting the true 
and faithful ſayings above recorded, the moſt explicit 
aſſurance is given, that they were certainly to be ve- 
rified in their ſeaſon. According to the word of the 
Lord, the revelation of his glory hath already taken 
effect, and been contemplated by people of all 
nations; hereafter the prophecy ſhall be more ex- 
tenſively accompliſhed.— How would we have re- 
Joiced to have ſeen the child Jeſus lying in the _ 
ger, or diſputing with the dectors in the temple ; to 

have ſeen him working miracles, or ' preaching. the 
goſpel ; to have ſeen him on the mount of transfigu- 
ration, or aſcending up into heaven! How much 
more bleſſed ſhall we be, to behold his face in righte- 
_ oulneſs ; to contemplate his love, that paſſeth know. 
ledge, and to triumph in his falvation | 155 0 


6 And the voice ſaid, Cry: And he ſaid, 


What ſhall I cry? All fleſh ir graſs; and all 


the goodlineſs thereof 7 is as the flower of the 
held. 


In reviewing the commencement and dog ve 

the kingdom of God, through the ſeverai ſcenes ex- 
hibited to our Prophet, he had already heard two 
voices, and now a third is introduced, commanding 
him to make proclamation of what is here given him 
in charge.—The voice that — Iſaiah to * 


1 


S Sn e ot paws 


0¹ 


r 


F xy . ̃Ü—wͤũ! ; OBE: RS U I Roe uo 


— 


DDP 


Ver. 6. PROPHECIES or * 207 
liſh what Gilles: muſt have proceeded from Jehovah, 
who alone hath right to didtate' to his ſervants, what 
they ought to make known for the inſtruction of the 
church. From his order they derive their authority. 
Being commanded to exalt his voice and ſpeak AC... 
he puts the queſtion, What ſhall I ery ? to which he 
received for anſwer, All fleſh is graſs, . This mo- 
mentous truth, with what follows, he is directed to 
publiſh with the greateſt earneſtneſs and warmth 
tar and wide. The contraſt ſtated in this paſſage, is 
betwixt the fleſh and the word of our God, to each 
of which very different qualities are aſſigned. ' The 
term fleſh, which is uſed in Scripture to ſignify all 
mankind, emphatically expreſſes the frailty, the cor- 
ruption, and vanity of human nature in its preſent 
ſtate. The name given to the corruptible part of our 
conſtitution is transferred to the whole man, to ren- 
der us more humble and more ſenſible of our mortal 
periſhing condition; and to remind us that we cannot 
long continue to enjoy the proviſions made for our ſup- 
port. Under this humiliating deſignation, is compre- 
hended the whole human race who are deſtitute of 
the Spirit of God; whatever natural and acquired ex- 
cellencies they polſeſs, whatever external forms of re- 
ligion they aſſume.— The carnal Iſrael, the temporary 
Moſaic economy, compriſing eircumciſion, with the 
rites and prerogatives peculiar to the ancient people 
of God, which in Scripture language, are denominated 
fleth. In this ſenſe, the word is frequently uſed in 
the New Teſtament, as in Rom. iv. 1. What ſhall 
we ſay then, that Abraham our father, as pertain- 
ing to the fleſh hath found. Did this renowned 
progenitor of the Jews, this father of the faithful, ob- 


tain righteouſneſs and ſalvation by means of circum- 


ciſion, or any external privileges connected with that 
rite, or by his own performances? From what fol- 
lows, it plainly appears, that Abraham was not juſti- 
fied by any of theſe things. With great propriety 
was the deſignation fleſh given to the rites and cere- 
e the . ee and ſervices belong- 


| after having ſerved for a while the purpoſes for which 
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ing to the Jewiſh' people. As the fleſh covers and 


„ 


incloſes the ſpirit, whereby it is animated, ſo under 
the covert of carnal ordinances, inſtituted in the Old 
Teſtament, lay concealed from common view, thoſe 
good things which are now more fully exhibited, 
The ſacrifices and ſervices enjoined by that diſpenſa. 
tion, chiefly: reſpeQed the fleth ; they were ſuited to 


make external ſhew, and adapted to yield ſatisfaction 


to carnal men. When celebrated, deſtitute of ſpirit 


and life, they found not acceptance with God; they 
did not promote the ſalvation of men, and theiefdte, 


they were intended, like fleſh, "wo periſned; e 
graſs they faded. 

All fleſh is graſs, and all the goodlimeſe thera 10 
the flower of the field. Graſs ſprings out of the earth, 
for a while it is nouriſhed'by the moiſture it receives, 
it is-ſoon, however, parched by the ſcorching raysof 


the ſun, nipped by the froſts, trampled on by paflen- 


gers, devoured by the cattle, cut down by the mower, 


or if ſuffered: to eſcape injury from without, ere Jong 
it withers and decays. How juſt the repreſentation 
it affords of all fleſh. Man is formed of the duſt of 

the earth; he is ſuſtamed by its productions; he is 


continually expoſed to various accidents and diſtem- 
pers, which even in the bloom of youth, cauſe beauty 
and ſtrength quickly to decay, to 1 4 and death 


that way ſuddenly cut him down. And, though 


for a time he avoid theſe caſualties, he ſoon becomes 
old, withers, - and paſſes away. The human body, 
even whilft it grows larger and ſtronger, is haſting 
to diſſolution ; the human mind, even when vigorous 
and expanded with knowledge, in a little time be- 
comes languid and feeble. Man's external condi- 
tion is always precarious, and often unexpectedly re- 
verſed; and his religious attainments, deſtitute of 
the true grace of God, ſoon diſappear like a flower 
in the field, to which all his goodlineſs is here com- 
pared here is a great apparent difference in the 


circumſtances of mankind. Some are eminently diſ- 
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tinguiſhed above others for beauty and elegance, for 
ſtrength or eloquence; ſome by penetration, wiſdom, 
and learning; ſome by riches and honours, pow- 
er, magnificence, and other ſplendid advantages. — 


All this goodlineſs or glory, as the apoſtle Peter 


expreſſes i it, is as the flower of the graſs. The exte- 


rior appearance may be more comely and gay, but 


{till it is fading, and often ſhorter lived than the graſs 
itſelf. Though the flower is not cut down, or pluckt 


off; though it receive no external hurt, yet a gentle 


breeze of wind; even the air conſumes its beauty, and 
deſtroys its fragrance. In hke manner, all human 
excellence, and glory ſoon periſhes ; the lovely form, 


the beautiful features, the ſtrong conſtitution, the 


extenſive knowledge, the amiable diſpoſitions, .and 
noble indowments, which are univerſally admired, 
ſhall in a little time fade and decay, even as the 
beauty and ſplendor of the former economy hath long 
ſince difappeared.—* Behold thou haſt made my days 
das an handbreadth ; and mine age is as nothing be- 
fore thee : verily every man at * Bert {tate is alto- 
n vanity *. 


- The graſs withereth, the flower fadeth: 
3 the Spirit of the LORD bloweth upon 
t: ſurely the people zs graſs. 
8 The grails withereth, the flower fadeth: 
but the word of our God ſhall ſtand for ever. 


The ſubject introduced in the former verſe, is here 
farther illuſtrated and confirmed. The tranſitory 
nature of all that is here ſignified by the withering 
graſs and the fading flower is repeatedly affirmed. 
This mode of expreſſion is ſometimes adopted, in the 
Holy Scriptures, to ſhew the fervour and intenſe de- 
lire of the Sacred Writer to convey a. juſt ſenſe of 
the high i importance of the ſubject of which he treats 


to ge full evidence of the certainty of what he 


| D d | declares, 
L # Pfal. xxxix. 5. 5 
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declares, that it ĩs a truth of general concern, which 


he is neither afraid nor aſhamed to inculcate and 
to awaken attention, to the much neglected momen- 
tous doctrine, that it may produce a more deep and 
laſting impreſſion upon the mind. A remarkable in- 
ſtance occurs in Ezek. vii. 5, 6. Thus faith the 


Lord God, An evil, an only evil, behold, is come; 


* an end is come, the end is come: it watcheth for 
* thee, behold, it is come.“ In the 23d chapter of 
Matthew, Jeſus Chriſt repeats the ſame words eight 
times, that they might have the greater effect on 
| thoſe to whom they were addreſſed; and in the paſ- 

ſage under conſideration, our Prophet again and again 


affirms tl:2 uncertainty of worldly enjoyments, and 


the ſhort continuance of the Moſaic diſpenſation.— 
The reaſon of this inſtability is aſſigned in theſe words, 

Becauſe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it. The 
operations of the Spirit of Jehovah, and the effects 
thereby produced, are compared to the wind that 
bloweth where it liſteth, by Jeſus Chriſt in his diſ- 
courſe with Nicodemus. So ſtrong is the force of 
the wind, that it carries all before it; it beats down 


the luxuriant graſs, and it cauſes to wither the flow- 


ers, and they decay. In like manner, the powerful 
influence of the Holy Spirit diveſts men of that tran- 


ſitory goodlineſs and glory whereof they were togbſhly 
conceited and vain. How ſuddenly hath the greateſt 


worldly proſperity been blaſted, by his ſecret opera- 
tion who worketh all in all. When thou correcteſt 
man for iniquity, thou makeſt his beauty to conſume 
like a moth. The moſt vigorous conſtitution, the 
moſt admired comelineſs, hath been quickly ſpoiled. 
Even the higher advantages of wiſdom, learning, 


virtue, have inſtantaneouſly diſappeared ; when thou 


_ takeſt away mens breath, they die and return to their 
_ duſt. The molt learned head is deprived of its know- 


ledge ; the moſt eloquent tongue is ſilenced; the 


nobleſt projects are battled; the work of the moſt in- 
genious artificer falls to the ground. By his mighty 
miluence, the Spirit of the Lord diveſts all 7855 
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called fleſh, of whatever is eſteemed its goodlineſs and 
deſirable qualities. He ſtains the pride of all human 


excellence, that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence®, 


He hath aboliſhed the Moſaic economy, which is 
decayed and waxen old, to make way for the king- 
dom of Mefliah, that ſhalt endure for ever. And 


when he is pleaſed to accompany the goſpel with his 


divine agency, he diflipates the vain hopes and ima- 
ginary ſplendid attainments, that men had acquired 
by the works of the law, whereby no fleſh can be 
juſtified in the ſight of God. Thus, there is verily 
* a difannulling of the commandment, going before, 
for the weakneſs and unprofitableneſs thereof. For 
the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in 
of a better hope, by the which we draw nigh unto 
God . Juſtly then might the Prophet affirm, that 
the people is graſs.-May the God of the ſpirits of 
all fleſh, deeply impreſs this important truth on each 
of our hearts, which we are daily taught by the re- 
volutions of time, the changes in nature, the viciſſ- 
tudes of day and night, and the flowers of the field, 
as well as by our own feelings and obſervation of 
what paſſes in the world. 

But the word of our God ſhall Rand for ever. The 


glorious goſpel of his grace, the perfect law of liber- 18 


ty, the word of truth, the New Teſtament confirmed 
by the death of Jeſus Chriſt, is doubtleſs intended by 
this expreſſion. This is the word of our God, whois 
we are, and whom we ſerve, and on this account if 
ſtands diſtinguiſhed from the diſcourſes, oracles, and 
laws delivered by orators and philoſophers to the 

Gentiles, and the ordinances and ftatutes delivered 
by Mofes to the Iſraelites. This is the word which 
the apoſtle ' Peter affirms is by the goſpel preached 
unto you, and that is here declared to ſtand for ever. 


It is ſettled in heaven not ſubject to change or de- 


cay; it is not to be eſtimated by the fluctuating un- 
certainty of earthly things, for in the words of the 


apoſtle, it endureth for ever. It bears the i image of 
| the 
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the eternal God from whom it proceeds, who hath 
thereby eſtabliſhed a kingdom that cannot be moved. . 
All attempts to counteract or deſtroy it are vain and 
abſurd ; for thus ſaith the faithful and true witneſs, 


5 Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but my words 
ſhall not paſs away *. The truths which they con- 
tain are of perpetual duration, the laws therein pub- 
liſhed ſhall never be abrogated, nor ſhall the promiſes 


fall ot receiving their full accompliſhment. The effects 


which the word of God produces in the minds of 
men, when attended with the demonſtration of the 
N Spirit, and with power, in regeneration and the new 
life thereby conveyed, are everlaſting and ſhall never 
periſh. When received by faith, it becomes an abi- 
ding principle of an immortal lite; being itſelf incor. 
ruptible, it is the mean of conveying a life that is not 
ſubject to decay, and of communicating everlaſting 
conſolation and good hope through grace, —Let us 


recollect the ſtability and perpetuity of the word of 


God, amid all the various changes that we feel and 
ſee around us, eſpecially when diſappointed in. the 
objects of our expectation, and when prqyidential 


d:ipenſations ſeem to run counter to the divine teſti- 


miony. Let us diligently attend to the direction of 


the apoſtle James, which he thus expreſſes, Where 


fore, lay aſide all filthineſs and ſupertluity of naugh- 
* tineſs, and receive with meekneſs the engratted 


word, which is able to ſave your ſouls ; and be ye 


+ doers of the word, and not hearers only . 


9 J O Zion, chat bringeſt good tidings, get 
tliee up into the high mountain; O Jeruſalem, 
that bringeſt good tidings, lift up thy voice 


with ſtrength ; lift it up, be not afraid; ſay 


unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! 


Our Prophet next addreſſes the citizens of Lion 


and Jeruſalem, and more eſpecially the evangeliſts 


who were to $0 forth from thence to publiſh through: 


„Mat. xxiv. 35. 7 a i. 21, 23. 


out 
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out the cities of Judah, the good ridings which were 
to be afterwards made known to all nations for the 


_ obedience of faith. ToAhe preachers of the ſalvation 


of the Lord, the command is given to go to the moſt 
frequented conſpicuous places, and in the moſt pub- 


lic and open manner, to promulgate the ſacred know- 
ledge they were employed to communicate. Go 


throughout the whole land, enter into the cities and 


the ſynagogues, and, wherever you find opportuni- 


ties, preach the goſpel, and cauſe the joy ful ſound 
to be every where heard. As becometh men poſ- 
ſeſſing undaunted fortitude, ardent zeal, and fully 
perſunled of the truth and importance of what they 


ay, lift up your voices, and cry from the moſt ad- 


vantageous eminences, in the chief places of con- 
courſe. Exert yourſelves to the utmoſt ur this ardu- 
ous work, and ſhew by your firm and vigorous con- . 
duct, that, far from being under the influence of ti- 


| midity, you act with boldneſs and reſolution. —This 


order plainly ſuppoſes, that the church of Jeſus Chrut 
was to have its primary reſidence in Zion, from 
whence miniſters of the goſpel were to go forth into 
all lands, that they might proclaim the falvation of 
the Lord. And it is well known to have been obey- 
ed with the utmoſt alacrity by the firit diſciples of | 
the Son of God, who went forth every where preach- 
ing the goſpel of the kingdom. The Lord God, who 
of old promulgated his law from mount Sinai, pub- 
liſhed from mount Zion thoſe ſublime doctrines and 
precepts, which are of the higheſt importance to the 
ſalvation of mankind. From thence, with perſpi- 
cuity authority, and an elevated voice, he taught 
in perſon the way of God in truth, and after ward 
by his ſervants, diſſeminated among the people the 
molt momentous inſtructions. 4 
Behold your God. Theſe words contain the com- 
prehenſive tum of the good tidings wherewith the 


miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt were to be entruſted, that 


they might make them known to the cities of Judah. 
gchold your God, who now appears among you ma- 
5 . | 1 
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nifeſt in the fleſh, full of grace and truth, according 
to the promiſes and predictions made unto the fa- 
thers. Behold your Redeemer, your Inſtructor, your 
Sovereign, your Shepherd; who is the ſalvation, righ- 
teouſneſs, and life of his people; who hath been ſpo- 
ken of by the mouth of all the holy prophets which 
have been ſince the world began. Contemplate him. 
through the vail of humanity, diſplaying the glory 
of divinity, exhibiting the riches of his grace, exe- 
cuting the will of Jehovah, and accompliſhing your 
falvation. See him inculcating the doctrines of grace, 
of truth, and wiſdom, demonſtrating himſelf the Sa- 
viour of his church; ; and who being made perfect 


through ſufferings, aſcended the throne of his ma- 
jeſty. From his high exaltation, he ſhall ſend down 


the precious gifts and graces of the Spirit upon the 


aſſemblies of his people, and demonſtrate his gra- 


cious ſpiritual preſence among them, by) illuminating, 
ſanctifying, and comforting their minds.—Accord- 


ingly, we read in the hiſtory of the Acts of the Apoſ- 


tles, that the evangeliſts went throughout all the re- 
gions of Judea and Samaria, preaching the word ; 
and that there were diſciples in many other places &, 
who were invited to behold the glory of the Lord. 
In the miniſtry of the goſpel, the ſame meſſage is 
brought to you, brethren. Though the God of your 
falvation is now inviſible to mortal eyes; we call up- 
on you, in the exerciſe of faith, to contemplate with 
admiration and joy, the diſplays he hath given of his 


power and preſence, for whom you have waited, in 


whom you truſt, and by whom you hope to be ex- 


alted to eternal glory. Think on the marvellous 
works that he hath done, his wonders, and the judg- 


* ments of his mouth. He 1s the Lord our God F.” 


10 Behold, the LORD God will come with 


ſtrong hand, and his arm ſhall rule tor him: 


behold: his reward zs with him, and his work f 


The 


before him. 


* Chap. viii. 1. xi. 19. Pfal. ev. 57. 
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The meſſengers to be employed in carrying good ö 
tidings, are farther inſtructed to call mens atten- 
tion to the glorious advent of Jehovah. I ſuppoſe 
that the deſign of the coming of the Lord, rather 
than the manner of his appearance, is the ſubject of 
this prediction; and therefore I prefer the marginal 
tranſlation, which runs thus, The Lord Gad will come 
againſi the ftrong. Indeed the prediction ſeems to 
require this interpretation; for when Iſaiah foretels 
that the Lord God will come to rule and to conquer, 
it is natural to imagine that he would mention the ob- 
ject which he was to overthrow. It is not difficult to 
perceive that the god of this world is intended, who 
s ſignificantly called by Jeſus Chriſt the rang man . 
The juſtice of this deſignation cannot be queſtioned, 
if we conſider that originally he was a celeſtial intel- 
 ligence, who excelled in ftrength ; if we attend to 
the names given him in ſcripture, the extent of his 
dominion, and his powerful operations upon man- 
kind. He is therefore emphatically denominated, 
the prince of this world. He muſt undoubtedly be 
ſtrong whom no created angel could overcome, and 
whom the Lord God came to ſubdue and vanquiſh. 
To this great event the following words of the apoſ- 
tle John plainly allude; For this purpoſe the Son 

« of God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the 
works of the devil .“ That the Son of God ſhould 
come into the world, to overthrow the evil one and 
his empire of darkneſs, is the ſum of the predictions 
delivered by the prophets, and of the promiſes made 
to the fathers. How glorious did he appear when he 
came againſt this ſtrong one, travelling in the great- 
neſs of his ſtrength, - by his outſtretched omnipo- 
tent arm ſurmounting all oppoſition, taking the prey 
from the mighty, triumphing over his greateſt ene- 
my, leading captivity captive. By this conqueſt the 
way is opened, whereby the God of peace ſhall ere 
long bruiſe Satan underneath his peoples feet. T 

And his arm ſhall rule for him; or his arm ſhall 

| Prevail 
* Mat. xii. „ + I John iii. 8. 
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vail againſt the ſtrong whom he came to deſti 90 


or his arm ſhall procure for him the government o 


dominion. Adopting any of theſe tranſlations, the 
ſentiment is juſt and beautiful; and, when applied 
to the Lord of lords, and King of kings, exalted tothe 
right hand of the Majeſty on high, is eaſily under. 


ſtood. When he comes by his providence, his word, 
and Spirit, to deſtroy the empire of Satan, and to e- 


ſtabliſh his kingdom of righteouſneſs, and peace, and 


joy in the Holy Ghoſt; his adverſary falls like light- 


ning from heaven. Attend to the triumphant lan- 


guage of the Son of God in this glorious proſpect, 
which affords a beautiful illuſtration of this ſubject, 
No is the judgment of this world; now ſhall the 

prince of this world be caſt out *. , By the apoſ- 


tacy of man from God, Satan uſurped dominion over 


the human race, who became ſubject to his tyrannical 
ſway, and confuſion overſpread the earth, To abo- 
liſh theſe evils, to reform theſe abuſes, to reſtore e- 
quity and order to mankind, to condemn thoſe who 
raiſed the diſturbance, and to abſolve thoſe who were 


injured, the King of righteouſneſs and peace, the 


Saviour and Repreſentative of the church, through 
death, deſtroyed death, and him that had the power 
of death. This immenſe enterprize, whereby the 


prince of this world was deprived of his empire, and 


the arm of Jehovah got the victory, was not com- 


pleated at once, but is gradually carried forward to 


its conſummation. It was meritoriouſly accompliſhed 


by the death and exaltation of Jeſus Chriſt; 1 ac- 


tually executed by the miniſtry of the golpel, and 
the effuſion of the Holy Spirit, whereby Satan's power 
over men is aboliſhed, the new heavens and the new 


earth eſtabliſhed ; whereiti are heard a loud voice, 


faying, + Now is come falyation and ſtrength, the 
5 kingdom of our God, and the power of his Chriſt f. 


| Behold bis riward: is with him, &c. The Lord 
God, at his coming to reſcue, his kingdom from the 
| hands of his enemies, was abundantly to recompente 


tus 


* John l gl. + Rev xii. 9. 
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his faithful ſervants; who, exp his falvation, | 
bl ſuſtained many difficulties and trials, and borne 
the burden in the heat of the day. The truth is, 
he comes for the purpoſe of conferring upon them 


the rich rewards of his grace, the precious bleſſings 
contained in his promiſes, the earneſts of eternal 3 
vation. Of old, God had promiſed to his church a 


mong other things, that the kingdom of darkneſs 
ſhould be deſtroyed, that the knowledge of his glory” 
ſhould cover the whole earth, and that his name 
mould be ſanctified among all nations. And now 
that God was about to ſhew his ſalvation unto. all 
people, according to his faithful word, his ſervants. 


were to receive the full recompenſe of their faith 


and hope. On this account, they are introduced ce- 
lebrating his praiſes, * ſaying, We give thee thanks, 
O Lord God Almighty, who art and waſt, and 
'art to come; becauſe thou haſt taken to thee 
thy great power, and haſt reigned *.. 4nd hit 
4 * him.” He had a full view of the ardu- 
ous enterprize which he was about to perform; he 
ſurveyed at once its commencement, progreſs, and 
conſummation, the obſtacles that lay in his way, 
and the glorious ſucceſs with which it was to be ac - 
companied. For the glory, the honour, and the joy 
which God our Saviour had in proſpect, he endured 
the croſs, and deſpiſed, the ſhame; he triumphed o- 


ver all his enemies, and vanquiſhed every oppoſition. 


Well, then, doth it become us to adopt the words o 


Zacharias, when filled with the Holy Ghoſt, ſaying, 


Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael; for he hath vi- 


_ * ſited and redeemed his people To perform the 


mercy promiſed to our fathers, as; to remember 


| is bly covenant c. e 1 5 


11 He ſhall feed his flock like a PALS a 
he ſhall gather the lambs with his arm, and 
carry them in his bolom, and ſhall. 1 5 lead 
thoſe that are with young. . 


· Rev, . 17. | Hake, e 
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Having repreſented the righteouſneſs and power 
of Jehovah diſplayed toward his enemies, in the re- 
demption of his church, the Prophet proceeds to 
give a beautiful deſcription of his wonderful clemen- 
cy, tender affection, and peculiar care of his people; 
eſpecially under the new and better Apes 
his grace. Iſaiah, whom no writer has ſurpaſſedin fob. 
limity, when be amplifies his diſcourſe ; or in propri- 
ety, when his aim is to illuſtrate, ſpeaks of them un- 
der the familiar pleaſing image of a flock. His ſen- 
timents and imagery, taken from this well known ob- 
ject, are admirably adapted to give an agreeable, ex- 
preſſive, and elegant view of the diverſified ſcene 
which he delineates. Under the figurative deſigna- 
tion of a flock, are compriſed all the choſen, called, 
and faithful, of every condition, and in every age, 
who know our Lord's voice and follow him, who re- 
ſign themſelves to his conduct, protection, and g- 
vernment.— Thoſe whom he hath ſelected from 
unbounded dominions, to be a peculiar people for 
himſelf, and ſeparated from the world that lieth in 
wickedneſs, by his redeeming grace and ſanctifying 
Spirit. How aſtoniſhing his favour and condeſcen- 
ſion ! how extraordinary the teſtimony of his love! 
They are weak and defenceleſs, expoſed to the cun- 
ning artifices and powerful aflaults of many inſidious 


enemies. They are ſubject to many diſtempers, and 


expoſed to many dangers; timid, and apt to go a- 
ſtray. In ſuch circumſtances, the Lord God, to whom 
of right they pertain, vouchiafes to feed them like a 
ſhepherd. The authority of a prince arrayed in royal 
apparel, the majeſty of God clothed with glory and 
bonour, is ſweetly attempered by the gentleneſs of 
a ſhepherd, in the habit of condeſcenſion and love, 
What returns of gratitude, of ee and every | 
virtue, doth ſuch an obligation demand ! - | 
b The Lord God is e ſpoken of in the ſcrip- 
tures both of the Old and the New Teſtament, under 
this amiable character, which is ſuited to impart both | 
inſtruction and conſolation. He 1 is the one Shepherd 
mentioned 
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mentioned by Ezekiel, to whom alone belongs the 
. flock, and the paſtures wherein they are fed. The 
good Shepherd, who faithfully performs every part 


of his office, and who laid Fares his life for the ſheep. 
The great Shepherd, who poſſeſſes infinite dignity, 
and immenſe ability, for diſcharging his whole work, 


The chief Shepherd, from whom all who ſuſtain 
the character derive their authority and qualifica- 


tions, and to whom they ſhall give account of them 
ſelves and the flock he hath entruſted to their care. 
—[In performing the paſtoral office, he condudts his 
flock by his providence, word, and Spirit, to thoſe 
green paſtures which are beſt ſuited to their various 
circumſtances, where they have all things — 
to life and godlineſs. He defends them from th 
powerful enemies that would moleſt and deſtroy 
them. He amply provide. for their nouriſhment 
and comfort, giving them not only the meat that 
periſheth, to ſupport their frail bodies, but that which 
endureth to everlaſting life, to ſatisfy their ſpiritual 
deſires. I ſhall not, however, attempt to trace out 
the reſemblance in all its extent ; but ſome parts of 


it are fo ſtriking, that to overlook them would be- 


tray groſs inſenſibility, or perverſe contempt of the 


divine condeſcenfion. Nor ſhall I by fanciful allu- 


ſions ſtrain this beautiful paſſage, to expreſs what the 
ſacred writer did not mean to intimate. I confeſs, 
with an eminent author, that I have never met with * 
any image fo pleaſing and delightful, as the deſcrip- 
tion of the Lord God in the character of a ſhepherd, - 

Like a faithful ſhepherd, he tends his . flock with 
the utmoſt care and vigilance. Amidſt the infinite 
variety of circumſtances in which they are placed, 
with the moſt folicitous attention he accommodates 
himſelf to their ſeveral neceſſities, fo that not fo much 


as one of them ſhall be loſt, or lack any good thing. 


He ſeaſonably ſupplies every watt, he reſolves every 
doubt, he directs in every difficulty ; ; he hath pro- 
miſes adapted to every condition, armour to furnith 


them againſt every 2 reſtoratives for every 
nels, 


220 * 


- | neſs, medicine for every diſtemper, and food ſuited 


to every taſte, which he liberally diſpenſes on every 


proper occaſion. To the ſimple he imparts wiſdom, 


to the poor riches, and the lowly he exalts to honour. 


Every where, and in all things, he teaches them how 
to abound, ſhewing them the way wherein they ought 
to walk, and the work they ought to do. In evęty 
| ſtate his unremitting care of them and all their inte- 


reſts, is wonderfully diſplayed, and in the greateſt i 


firaits he maniteſts the greateſt attention. Many in- 


ſtances of this comfortable truth might be 9805 


When the patriarch Jacob was terrified at the ap- 
proach of his brother Eſau with four hundred armed 
men, he was bleſſed and encouraged by the Lord, 
Who appeared to him. Whullt the apoſtle Peter was 


. detained in priſon, under a ſtrong guard, the Lord 


{ent and delivered him from the nnd of Herod, and 
the expectation of the Jews. My brethren, how ma- 


ny ſeaſonable deliverances did he work for you, even 


before you were acquainted with him? Often did he 
reſcue you from the jaws of deſtruction, before you 
thought of craving his protection; and eyer fince 
you obeyed his voice, his eye is continually upon you, 
his ear is open to your cry, and his everlaſting arms 
are ſtretched out to ſupport and nme; you mn 
leads me to obſerve, that 

Like a good thepherd the Lord God feeds his flock, 
with the moſt tender regard and compaſſion. He 
is gracious and full of pity ; and, that he might per- 


form this kind office, he aflumed not only the like- | 


, neſs, but the infirmities of our nature; he became 
Poor, that through his poverty we might be made 
rich; he poured out his ſoul unto death, to obtain 
our redemption. And as it was expedient he ſhould 


leave this earth, that by his perſonal preſence in hea- 


ven he might ſecure the final ſalvation of his people, 
and prepare manſions of glory for. their reception, he 
| hath aflured us of the perpetual reſidence of the Ho- 


J Spirit, to lead us unto all truth, to feed us with 
. rod, and to comfort our hearts. When we were 
ſinners 
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tended to us, his love that paſſeth knowledge, was 
wonderfully expreſſed; and, by a kind of merciful 
na he ſnatched us as ene out of the burn 

And after we might have ſuſpected, that We 


bal ſtopped the curtent of his mercy and grace by, 


our ſin and folly,” his heart was turned; and his re- 
pentings were kindled, and thus he expoſtulated 
with himſelf, How. ſhall I give thee up? how 

I deliver thee? how ſhall I make thee as Admah? 


© how ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim * In eve ery ine. 
tion wherein we are placed, he treats us in the kind- 
eſt and gentleſt manner; when weary and faint in 


our minds, he ſtrengthens with ſtrength in our ſouls; 
when we fall, he raiſes us up; when there is little 
or no expeclation of deliverance, he opens the door 
of hope, and ſends ſalvation. When i in apparent im- 
minent danger we exclaim, Maſter, careit thou not 
that we periſh? to reſtore peace and ſerenity, he not 
only diſmiſſes the grounds of the alarm, but he allays 


the ſtorm of fear 12. unbelief, whereby we were dif- 


turbed. In this manner dath the Lord manifeſt him- 
ſelf the watchful guardian of Iſrael, the compaſſionate 
ſhepherd of his flock; their keeper, who neither ſlum. 
bers nor ſleeps .— Two circumſtances are ſpecified by 


our Prophet, which beautifully illuſtrate and confirm 


the tender mercy and vigilance of our Lord aba 


ſhepherd. a 


He ſhall gather the lambs with His, arms. By be 


lambs may be intended, in the figurative ſenſe of the 
expreſſion, thoſe who are elſewhere denominated lit- 


tle children ; the young and the weak, who are * 
markable for ſimplicity of manners The timid a 


the fearful, who are eaſily alarmed at the approach 


of enemies, or the pro xe by of danger; who ſtart and 
are terrified when apprehenſive of receiving any in- 
jury—The tender and the delicate, who have need 


of milk, and not of nag meat; 1 de made 
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but ſmall progreſs in the ſpiritual life, are not eſta- 
dliſped in knowledge, faith, pars holineſs. People of 
this deſcription, who commit themſttves to the con- 
duct of the great Shepherd of the ſheep, he will gra- 
ciouſly cheriſh, and treat with peculiar kindneſs, in 
the exerciſe of his paſtoral office. By his providence 
and grace, he will ſuſtain and defend them from the 
evils to which they may be expoſed. When wan- 


dering on the mountains of vanity, ready to fall a 


prey to their enemies, he will bring them home to 
himſelf, and embrace them with endearing afſection, 
as the objects of his care and compaſſion, in whoſe 


ſafety and comfort he rejoices. And when, through 


folly, temptation, or perſecution, they may be ſcat- 
tered from the flock, unable to regain - their former 


advantages, he will gather them from their diſper- 


ſions, he will carry them in his boſom, and afford 
them all neceſſary ſuccour and conſolation. TOE. 
And ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with young ; ot, 
as the Hebrew words ſignify,” thoſe who, give fuck. 
This allegorical deſcription may have particular re- 
ference to thoſe who are labouring under infirmities, 
incumbrances, cares, and ſolicitudes—Who are 8.8 
preſſed with an afflicting ſenſe of the guilt and power 
Y 6. ſin, with anxious fears, with difficult ſervices, with 
the decay of promiſing appearances, and uneaſineſs 
of various kinds. It may denote thoſe who are mo- 
thers in Iſrael, who, having been for long time in the 
fold of Jeſus Chriſt, and made conſiderable progrels 
in the divine life, travail as in birth, until Chrilt be 
formed in the hearts of others—And thoſe who have 


been employed in adminiſtering to babes in Chriſt 


the rational milk of the word, that they may grow 
thereby. Such the good Shepherd will gently lead 


on as they Are able to bear, and proportion their ſer- 


vices to their circumſtances. He will conduct them 
- beſide the quiet waters of the ſanctuary, in the paths 
of righteouſneſs, for his name's ſake. When they be- 
come feeble, and their ſtrength is ready to fail, he 


— uphold them by his HE hand, and ſtay them 


_ 
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with his free Spirit. He will take the yoke from off 
them, when they grow weary ; he will lay meat un 
to them, and ſpeak comfortably to their hearts. He 


will bear their infirmities, and go before them in the 


way wherein they ſhould walk; he will never leave 
nor forſake them, until he conda! them ſafe thro all 


the ſteps of this mortal life, to thoſe rich paſtures and 


living fountains of water, where all tears ſhall be wi- 
ped from their eyes. Deeply ſenfible of our infinite 
obligations to the Lord God, for his kind aflection 
and tender care, who feedeth the ſtrong, who bear- 
eth the weak, and ſuits his manner of acting to the 


condition of every one of his flock; let us celebrate 


his wiſdom, compaſſion, and fidelity, whoſe riches 
are unſearchable, whoſe love paſſeth knowledge, 
whoſe peace tranſeends underſtanding. Let us re- 
ſort to him in every emergency, devolve upon him 
all our cares, and make dem de him ent en 
by Prayer with thankſgiving.” © 


5.2# Who hath meaſured the waters in the 
hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven 
with the ſpan, and comprehended the duſt of 
the earth in a meaſure, and weighed the 
mountains in ſcales, and the hills in a balance? 


Our Prophet proc ceds to ſhew that the ff piritual 
kingdom of Gol irs was to be eſtabliſhed on _ in a 
manner ſimilar to the works effected by the Almighty, 


in creation and providence. ,. Having predicted the 


advent of the Lord God into this world, and deſcri- 
bed the nature of the new economy which was then g 
to be introduced, he ſuggeſts a ſatisfying reply to the _ 
difficulties that might be urged to the ſucceſs of this 
grand enterprize. To remove any objections that 
might ariſe relative to this ſubject, he declares that 
the arduous work was to be accompliſhed by that 
God, whoſe fooliſhneſs the apoſtle Paul affirms is wi- 
ſer than men, whoſe weakneſs is ſtronger than men. 
His infinite wiſdom and 3 8 he highly 3 
Wy 
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fully ſuſficient to deſtroy the empire of Satan: to 
extirpate idolatry, and to effect the converſion of 
the Gentiles. In the czconomy of man's ſalvation, 
Jehovah exhibits no leſs illuſtrious. proofs; of his un- 
derſtanding and omnipotence, than in the admirable 
ſtructure of the univerſe. With noble exultation ot 
mind, in a ſtile truly ſublime, though far inferior # 
the ſubject. of which he treats, Iſaiah enquires, 
'Who hath meaſured the waters in the hollow of | 21 
band? The waters may be diſtributed into thoſe that 
are above, and thoſe which are under the firmament, 
the ſpacious canopy ſtretched out over the earth, 
How immenſe the quantity of water bound up in the 
thick clouds, which, according to the ſovereign. will 
of God, are poured down from on high: What im. 
menſe ſtores of waters are contained in the ſeas, in 


the lakes, in caverns, fountains, and rivers! Though 


their amount far exceeds. the comprehenſion of the 
moſt enlarged human mind, yet, compared to the in 
finitude and magnificence of Jehovah, if collected 
together, ſo. ſmall are their dimenſions, that they are 


as nothing. The Almighty, who meaſured them in 


the hollow of his hand, perfectly ſees theif extent; 
he exactly aſcertains their bulk and weight, and dif 
poſes of them as he judges proper to ſuit the various 
purpoſes for which they were created. A ſimilar 
ſublime ſentiment is to be found among the ſayings 
of Agur the ſon of Jakeh, who thus ſpeaks of the 
majeſty and glory of Jehovah, as if deeply imprefled 
with the inexpretlible grandeur of the ſubject; Who 
* hath gathered the wind in his fiſts, who bath bound 
the waters in a garment, who hath ee all 
* the ends of the earth #7 _ 
And meted out heaven with the Vc? The 15 


vens, which preſent themſelves to the view of men, 


form that immenſe. expanſe which far exceeds. our 
moit enlarged conceptions. They include not only 
the extenſive atmoſphere, the air, and the clouds, but 


allo ke En heavens, wherein 4 are any thoſe 


* * Prov. XXX, 4. 
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glorious luminaries en they are garniſhed, en- 


. Ks a 


üghtned, and highly ornamented. Theſe celeſtial 


orbs, of different magnitudes, he hath appointed their 
ſeveral ſtations; he perfectly knows their dimenſions, ' 

their diſtances, their proportion, and order. He hath 
ſo admirably adjuſted them, that they all contribute 


to the beauty and elegance of the univerſe, whilſt e- 


very one ſerves the moſt valuable purpoſes. The 
heaven in which theſe luminous bodies of prodigious 
ſize are fixed, or perform their revolutions, and which 


ſeems to us unbounded, the Almighty hath meted out 
as with the ſpan, the meaſure which we apply to eſti- 


mate the bulk of objects of ſmall capacity and extent. 
What a magnificent idea doth this interrogatory con- 
vey of the infinite . grand&r and power of Jehovah, 

which is here celebrated! How ſurpaſſingly great-muſt | 
be that God, who eaſily and at once accurately aſcer-- 


tained all the extent of heaven, from the eaſt to the 


weſt, from the ſouth to the north! 
Aud comprehended the duſt of the earth in a a meaſure. 
It is unneceflary to endeavour to aſcertain the fize of 


the meaſure which the Hebrew word is uſed to ſigni- 


fy ; let it ſuffice to ſay, that it denotes ſuch a ſmall 


veſlel as men uſed to drink from. The duſt of the , 


earth may ſignify. the whole matter of which this 
terreſtrial globe was compoſed, in the rude ſtate, when 
it was without form and void, or the various ma- 
terials of which it is now conſtituted ; of all-theſe 
the Lord God hath the mot j intimate knowledge, ha- 15 


ving given them exiſtence, and exactly arranged 


them according to his pleaſure. The whole ſum or 
maſs, compounded of aggregate bodies, ſuch as grain, 
is commonly eſtimated by meaſure. In reference to 
this practice, the duſt of the earth, in the view of 
Jehovah, appears little and inconſiderable, as thas 
which you put into a ſmall veſſel. The expreſſion 
before us is ſo lofty, that expoſition rather obſcures 
than illuſtrates it; rather detracts from its ſublimity 
than adds to its dignity. Our Prophet's imagination 
was ſtretched to the utmoſt; his mind ſo elevated, and 
Vol. III. | F f | hs 
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his ideas of the divine glory ſo bee that the 

moſt enlarged apprehenſion, and the powers of tarts 
guage cannot illuminate the ſubject. * 

And weigbed the mountains in ſcalhs, Sc. The "4 

flies of this earth is very uneven; being diverſified 

by mountains, Hills, and valleys. This wonderful 
vanety exhibits an admitable diſplay of the conſum. | 
mate wiſdom and power of Jehovah, who hath ac. | 
curately adjuſted their extent and ſituation, their 6 
magnitude, proportion, and influence.” The moun. ˖ 
tains and hills attract the vapours that fluctuate in 1 
the atmioſphere, which, being condenſed, fall *< ; 
f 


the earth in dew, in rain, or ſnow ;' from them 
rivers that run in the valleys take their riſe, and * 


them the beaſts of the field and the fowls of the air r 
find agreeatle ſhelter. ' They conſpire to give gene. P 
ral pleafure, they augment general utility, they va- h 
riegate the proſpect, and beautify the face of the earth. 11 
* 


Theſe huge maſſes, compoſed of the moſt ſolid mate. | 
rials, were all formed and eſtabliſhed on their baſis tl 
with exquiſite ſkill, by the omnipotent arm of the p 
Lord God. Every circumſtance reſpecting them he te 
hath exactly ſettled, inſomuch that he is {ard to have ec 
weighed them. Weighing, i in the metaphorical ſenſe, ſy 
when attributed to God, may denote the act of his Ca 
infinite underftanding and power, "whereby he hath 24 


fo perfectly poiſed and balanced them, as accurately 5K 
to aſcertain the nature and quantity of the ſubſtances 4 
which they contain, and the moſt proper places that "0 
they ſhould occupy. Theſe queſtions in effect Ueter- are 
mine themſelves, and fuggeft this reply. All theſe : 
things are the wonderful Works of Jehovah, who's, ſel 
perfect in knowledge, who doeth great things and en, 
unſearchable, marvellous, and without number. 0 ma 


Lord, how great are my works, 0 1 are NY | 
W 18 TS 4 
13 Who hath direded hs Spirit 5 e and 

LORD, OT being 188, counſellor harh” taught 
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The glory of the n 8 * | God iy: ue 
to him alone, and none have right to participate witt 
him in the honour which he juſtly claims. That 1 
may not darken counſel by words without know. 
ledge, . and multiply them on a ſubject 1 might ra- 
ther render obſcure; than illuminate, 1 ſhall e 


fate the import of the queſtions aſked in this and 


the following verſe, which: have: the force of the moſt 
decided negatives. Mho hath narrowly ſcanned wy 
thoroughly ſearched the eternal omnipreſent Spirit 
Jehovah, and penetrated into the nature of his ex 
ence, and the manner of his ae ? Who hath 
directed him, who in the. beginn moved on the 


face of the waters, who eee? the heavens, who 


reneweth the face of the earth, who inſpired the 
phets, and reſides in the faithful? Who hath affiſted 
him in eſtabliſhing the beautiful order of the uniyerſe, 
in conſtructing and uniting all the different parts 
my it js conſtituted, fo that every thing acts ra- 
ther in its preſent mode than in any other. The a: 
poſtle Paul, writing to the Romans, ſeems to allude 
to the words under conſideration, when having treat- 
ed of the counſel of God in rejecting the Jews, and 
ſubſtituting the Gentiles in their place he patheti- 
cally exclaimed; * O the depth of the riches both of 
the wiſdom and knowledge of God! How unſearch- 
able are his judgments, and bis ways paſt finding out! 
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who | 
© hath beep his cquiiſcllor *. Our Prophet's 8 Fords 
are, 11 

Or being bis counſellor, bath * bin. A count 


ſellor is one whoſe wiſdom, prudence, and experienG 


enables him to give advice and direction in ilicull 
matters; who, according to his beit judgment, poin | 
out the way whereby the moſt important ends may 
be attained, * ever acted in this manner toward 

the all wiſe God? Pole led of infinite underſtanding, 
and clothed with ſupremèe authority, he never needs any 
fireftign or  ipſtruction, - The wilelt 1 greateſt i | 


| Rom. xi. 35 Py 


| 
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that ever lived upon earth, ſenſible that thisy! needed 
advice, have had their counſellors; ; but none ever di 
rected the omniſcient God in the execution of his pur- 
Poſes, or in the adminiſtration of his government. When 
the counſels of his will were ſettled, when the plan 
of his operations were formed, there was no creature 
in exiſtence who aſſiſted him in framing the model 
of his wonderful works. Who then ever taught the 
Spirit of the Lord, from whom alone all ſound willione 


proceeds? 


14 With i dobk 1 . an UM 
inftruged him, and taught him in the path of 
judgment, and taught him knowledge, Hil 
mewed to him the way of underſtanding?” . 


1 repreſs the pride of human knowledge, to am. | 
plify the ſubject, and to illuſtrate the perfect wiſdom 
of Jehovah, Iſaiah again enquires, With wwhom' took he 
counſel? to whom did he ever apply, in the moſt eli 
tical circumſtances, on the moſt momentous occaſion, 
for advice and direction? ho inſtructed him how to 
perform any of his works of creation or providetice? 
Who taught him in the path of judgment, the laws 
whereby he governs the univerſe, and Vs laws he hath 
inſcribed on the minds of men; or the truths, the 
inſtitutions, and precepts revealed in his holy word? 
HV ho taught him knowledge, c. and informed him 
of the caules whereby effects are produced, their or- 
der, connection, and operation? And ſhewed, to, wm 
the way of underflanding, whereby he might ar 
and conduct all his variegated 3 ſo as b 
terminate in, his own glory? His perfect knowledge 
and conſummate wiſdom, render Pim altogether 1n- 
dependent of the creaturgs he hath made, who can. 

not fully comprehend and explain the works that he 
hath done. Many of them are high above, and out 
of ſight; and of thoſe which come under our view, a 
mall * only i ls ſeen. Would it not, then 1 
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ſtore righteouſneſs and pcace to the human race; yet 


the greateſt Sr: and. abſurdity, ber any one 


to pretend he hath miftructed the Sp pirit af the Lord? 


In the admirable ſtructure of the aniverſe,” in th 
beautiful order and ſymmetry of all its parta, and in | 
every work. of divine providence, we contemplate 
ſignal diſplays of infinite underſtanding and con{utns 
mate wiſdom. This perfect knowledge, this exqui- 
ſite ſkill, manifeſt in all the operations of the Al- 
mighty, is underived, and proceeds from the ſupreme 
excellence of his own nature, and not from any o- 
ther ſource whatſoever. The works and ways of 
God far tranſcend the capacity of human minds; for 
as the heavens are above the earth,” ſo are God's 
thoughts and ways above our thoughts and ways; 
What extreme arrogance and pride, then, do men diſ- 
cover, who refuſe to ſubmit to that cxconomy of grace 
which God hath eftabliſhed, becauſe it contains ma- 
ny things which at firſt fight ; appear paradoxical and 
inexplicable. Is not all nature itared with wonders - 


which we cannot explain. If the fame cauſe uni- 


formly produces ſimilar effects, who can doubt that 
the conſtitution of the Kingdom of the Son of God, in 
many reſpects accords with tliat of the natural world, 
which contains many aſtoniſhing wonders. Notwith- 
ſanding, this diſpenſation of mercy proved an offence 

to the Jews, who were ſo irritated and inflamed with - 


rage againſt the goſpel, that they hated” and perſe- 


cuted them that be ieved i it; whilſt the heathen con: 
temned the doctrine of the croſs of Chriſt, which they 


- held to be fooliſhneſs, Never were rudi 0 com- 


municated to mankind, at which they have diſcover- 
ed ſtronger averſion, than thoſe revealed by tlie Spirit 
ot God, of which this is in part the ſum, that all feth 
is as graſs; that no man can be juſtified before Goll 


by his own works; and that the obedience, ſufferings, 


and death of Jefus Chriſt, is the only meritorious 
cauſe of ſalvation. Thoſigh theſe doctrines were moſt 
unlikely to meet with a favourable reception from 
the world, to deſtroy the empire of Satan, and to te- 


by 
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by means of them the Spirit of God fbdues the. 
of man, brings to nought the wiſdom of the wiſe gi 


nofleſh may glory in his preſence. ; We therefore af. 
firm, that the goſpel æconomy is the work of the Ho- 


* Spirit, whereby the glory of Jehovah ! is diſplay d, 
and the nobleſt purpoſes accompliſhed. . 


11 5 Behold, the. nations are. as a drop on a 


| bucket, and are counted as the ſmall duſt of 
the balance: behold; he taketh "up the Abs 


4 very little thing. i 0 


It might be objected to the new Fe 4 
ce, that it was, introduced by the Spirit of the 
prac God, in a manner quite different from that dic- 


tated by the wiſdom of this world, and inconfiſtent 


with thoſe human inventions in. religion, by which 
the nations imagined they had diſcovered much wil- 
dom and ſagacity. To this objection it is re 4 
that all the devices which men have framed, ; 
no avail in the ſight of God for obtaining ſalvation, 
and that no man can appear before his dread $4 
nal with ſafety and confidence, but only in virtue of 
the word of grace, the wiſdom of the Spirit, and the 
righteouſneſs of the Meſliah.—Behud, the nations are 
45 à drep, &c. How inſignificant are all the king- 
' doms of the earth in the preſence of Jehovah, how 
inconſiderable when brought into compariſon witl 
the infinite excellence and glory of God! Contraltec 
with his divine perfections, their wiſdom, is folly, 
their power weakneſs, their righteouſneſs undeſer- 
ving, and all their performances tainted by cortup- 


tion and deprayity. The drop that adheres to the 


bucket is ſo imall and fo light, that it hath not the 
leaſt perceptible influence on the weight of the veſ- 
ſel, whether it be full or empty. The {mall duft 
cleaves to the beam or the ſcales, hath not the leaſt 
influence to incline the balance to either fide, and ſo 
is totally overlooked and neglected. By this. beauti 
| ful lumilitude 1 is e the e of Ar, 
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| the king dom of this World. when viewed in relation 
| to the Moſt High. Theif boaſted wiſdom and'know: 
ledge, ſupported often on wrong principles, falſe pre- 
: judices and errors, is not ſo much to the infinite wif 
dom of God, and is more inconfiderable in his view, 
than the drop on the bucket. ' Their religion nd 
virtue, which originate in the vanity of their minds, 
and are conducted by corrupt maxims, are unimpor- 
tant and Waben e in the ſight of him who ſeareh- 
eth the heart, who trieth the reins, and hath: pleaſure 
in uprightneſs. Their immenſe numbers, their prodi- 
gious extent of power, influence, and territory, are as 
nothing before Almighty God. Bebold. he taketh up 
the ifles as a very little thing. Not only the leſſerr, 
but the larger iſlands, ſuch as that Whereon we live, 38 
with all their numerous inhabitants, and whatſoever „ 
they contain, the Lord God taketh up and ſuſtains, 
with infinitely greater eaſe than we can remove the 
ſmalleſt object. All the iſlands of the ſea are no more 

to him than a very little thing that floats in the air, 
which is deſtitute of ſolidity, and makes no reſiftance 

to what lays hold of it. Theſe large ſolid bodies, 

and thoſe who refide upon them, with their laws, 

their philoſophy, their literature, and ſuperſtitions 

rites, all theſe are of no eſtimation ; in God's fight: 

There f is no intrinſic excellence or value in them, 

which approves itſelf to e judgment. N 


16 And Landi 7 is not ſufficient to park 1 
nor the beaſts * ſufficient for a burnt: 1 5 


offering. „ 
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Such is the „ nne e ahd 1 of Cod. tl it „„ 
the moſt excellent and coltly ſacrifices cannot add to | Por £1 th 
his felicity, nor make expiation for ſin. Mount Le. 
banon was anciently celebrated for the ſweet ſpices |, 
and noble cedars which it produced, and the fine 
cattle to which it yielded rich paſturage. . On' theſe 
accounts it may be here mentioned, to intimate, that 
all the large . th * fragrant incenſe, _ 
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_ all the fat beaſts that ĩt could Turniſn, cl not make 


one offering worthy. af the divine acceptance. 


ſentiment contained in the words b before us ſeems to 
be this, that all the oblations preſented to the Moſt 
High, by Jews or Gentiles, however numerous and 


magnificent, were altogether inſufficient to make ex. 
piation for ſin. Though all 85 beaſts of 575 


all the cattle upon a thouſand hills though all the 


wood that grew on Lebanon, Hermon, and Baſhan, 


bad been employed to conſune” them, they could not 


atone for tranſgreſſion, they could not avert the di. 
vine diſpleaſure, or procure the fayour of God. Sa. 
_crifices and ; burnt-offerings cannot bring men into 
the preſence of Jehovah with acceptance, they can. 


not acquit from. guilt, or render mens ſervices 


well: pleaſing to the Lord. Though they conſtituted 
part of that homage which God demanded from his 
people of old, yet, when they were truft=d to as the 
ground of juſtification, or ſubſtituted in the 1 


ed as frivolous and van. The demands of the di- 


vine juſtice were not ſatisfied; conſcience, when well 


informed, was not appeaſed ; God did not graciqufly 
regard them. He hath provided and revealed in the 
goſpel the ſacrifice. of his own Son, infinitely. more 
excellent and worthy of his acceptance. This is the 
only ranſom that is pleaſing to him, the one perfect 


offering, in virtue of which alone men can obtain 


favour of the Lord. Let us, then, take heed that we 


place not our dependence on any thing elſe than the 


facrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, through which are to be en- 
joyed pardon of ſin, victory over enemies, union with 


the centre of all excellence, and the . ſufficient! 125 


for our friend and An 8 


17 All nations before bim are as > 8 


and Re are counted to him leſs than nothing 


& : f * 


5B Having 


of | 
moral duties, and not conſidered in reference to the 
perfect propitiation of Jeſus Chriſt, they were rejed- 
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Having repreſented the meannefs and — 
cance of the nations, compared with the d 4 
God, our Prophet reſumes the ſubject, which he de- 


ſcribes in yet ſtronger terms than he had formerly | 


done. He teaches not only that merit is to de en- 
tirely diſclaimed by all fleſh, but that all thoſe t 5 
which people had deviſed to appeaſe the Deity, were 
nugatory and vain, that they had not the ſmalleſt in- 
fluence to recommend them to the favour of God ; 
yea, that they were leſs than nothing and vanity. _ 
The language is fo ſublime, ſo forcible, that it is im- 
poſſible to ſay any thing more expreſſiye of the infi- 
nitude of Jehovah,” and the vanity of man. Indeed, 
the ſmalleſt drop of liquid that adheres to the point 
of a needle, the' leaſt particle of duſt that cleaves to 
the balance, bears a greater proportion to the vaſt o- 
cean, and to the heavens and the earth, than all the 
nations of the world to the bleſſed God. Nay, could 
we colleges leſs than nothing, we might have a more 
adequate idea of the infinite diſproportion betwixt 
the Almighty and all the kingdoms on the face of 
the globe, and the utter inſufficiency of all that they 
nave contrived to pacify his offended Majeſty.— Such, 
then, is the grandeur of God; ſuch is the meanneſs 
and vanity of man. How imperfect ſoever the ſketch 
now given, it may convince us, that though the lan- 
guage here employed i is truly ſublime, it is not R/ 
perbolical; that it is always within the truth, and 
never beyond it. O Lord my God, thou art exceed- 


ing great, and before thee we ſhrink into 21 


Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed; 


greatneſs is unſearchable. What is man, that 150 5 


ſhouldſt magnify him, that thou ſhouldſt ſet thine 
heart upon him, that thou ſhouldſt viſit him N 
morning, and try him every moment *? 


18 ee « likes Ga? or 


what likeneſs will ye compare unto him? | 
Vor. II. 3 N . The | 5 


F . * 
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The general practice of idolatry, to which as 


Gentiles had long been addicted, and the powerful 
ſuppo rt it had received from the great men of the 


world, might give riſe to ſeveral doubts reſpecting te 


| poſſibility of erecting the kingdom of God upon earth, 
by means of the preaching of the goſpel, unaided by 
arms and human policy. To remove every difficulty 
of this ſort, Iſaiak-demonttrates the folly and vanity 
of idolatry, from the mateffals of which images are 
made, the ſhape in which they are formed, and the 

manner of their fabrication, compared with the na- 
ture, the excellence, and glory of God, the Creator 


of the univerſe And from the; weakneſs of thoſe 


rinces who were the chief luppbtts of this aboming- 
ble ſyſtem, contraſted with the power and wiſdom of 


the Governor among the nations, who can do What. 


ſoe ver he pleaſeth. To guard the Poſtexity of Iſrael 
againſt this odious practice, he aims to convince them, 
that it is impoſſible to form any adequate reſemblance 
of the only true God, who cannot be repreſented by 


any ſimilitude whatſoe ver. Thoſe 5 firſt formed 
images of God, endeavoured by ſome figure to exhi- 


bit a picture or ſtatue of the divinity whom they pro- 
feſſed to venerate, vainly imagining that the deities 
whom they worthipped. were like the idols they had 


| framed. In proceſs of time, through the natural 
| blindneſs of men and growing ſuperſtition, | | 


adopted the extravagant notion, that the ſtatues to 
which they paid homa 8 were really gods, and by 
this name they were called. The grols abſurdity of 
this opinion 1s here expoſed to contempt by theſe 
pertinent queſtions ; * To whom will ye liken God, 


who is inviſible, whom no man hath ſeen, or can ſee? 
* What likeneſs will ye compare unto him,” to whom | 
there is none like? Since all nations before him are 


leſs than nothing and vanity, to whom, or to what in 
the wide creation will you reſemble him? Specify, if 
you can, any perſon or object that may give a pro- 
per repreſentation of him. Profeſſing Faure to 
be wm” ye become fools, * 1 the 9 


— 


ere. 


Q 


PV 


7 
„ 
1 
> 
4 
4 
x 
* 
4 
f 
5 
| 
l, 
e 
y 
d 
# 
J- 
es 
d 
al 
le 
to 
* 
of 
fe 
d, 
e? 
m 
oe 
in 
If 
4 
to 
of 
he 


Ven. 18. ' PROPHECIES or 41 235 


the incorruptible God into an i made like to 
corruptible man; or to birds, to faur-footed beaſts, 
and creeping things. Man was no doubt formed at 
firſt after the image of God, in knowledge, righteouſ- 
neſs, and holineſs, with dominion over the creatures; 
but who does not perceive, that he exhibits a very 


limited imperfect repreſentation of his Creator? Since, 


then, the Moſt High God is incomparably excellent 
and glorious, let us ſerve him with awful reverence, 
deeply affected with his aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion 


who hath reſpe@ to the lowly ; and with admiring 


thoughts of his love, power, and OR, Laden 
exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe. | 


19 The workman melteth a S mange 
and he goldſmith m it over with 99 5 | 
and cafteth flver e ains | 


Thoſe i in aMuent cireutiflances Sid" were addicted 
to idolatry, are deſcribed employing tradeſmen” of 
different occupations, to form and beautify for their 
uſe images of various kinds. The founder begins 
the work by melting in the furnace the metal'where- 
of the idol is to be made, and then giving it that 
mould or ſhape which is moſt agreeable to his em- 
ployer. After he hath done his part, the gelddnith 
overlays it with gold, that it may ſeem as if framed 
of the moſt precious materials, and that having a mote 
brilliant a nce, it may attract greater admira- 


tion and reſpect. He alſo makes ſilver chains for it, 
wherewith it may be faſtened. to ſome place in the 
inner chamber, here the houſehold gods were com- 


monly ſet, or be ſuſpended to the wall or oieling. 
W ſome of them were intended for ornament. 


20 He that is fo impoveriſhed that he hath 
no oblation, chooſeth a tree that will not rot: 
he ſeeketh unto him a cunning workman to 
prepare a graven image that BONE not be mo- 
ved. | : 
955 The 
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—_— poorer, the more frugal and covetous' fort of 
people, imitate the example of the rich; but indi, | 


gence and avarice does not permit them to go ſuch 
extravagant lengths in point of ex Though 

unable to bring a coſtly offering of 7 or gold, they 
muſt nevertheleſs haye idols made of cheap materials 


to ſet up in their houſes. For this purpole the poor 


man pitches on a piece of ſolid durable timber, ſuch 
as cedar or oak, and applies to ſome ingenious tradeſ. 
man to make thereof a curious beautiful image, that 
may not ſoon require to be removed and to be repla- 


ced by another. How juſt, how ſuitable are the ; 
words of the devout Pſalmiſt in that elegant hymn ' 


wherein he requeſts the Almighty to glorify him- 
ſelf in the ſalvation of his church! Should t e 1do- 


later aſk, Where is now 255 God? we reply, Out 


God is in the heavens,” &e. How ſtriking the con: 
traſt formed in the 115th Pſalm, between the true 
God and idols of the heathen ! Our God made 


the world and all that are therein; idols are made by 


the hands of men. He is in the heavens, highly ex- 
alted above the powers of nature, and the kingdoms 
of this earth; they occupy ſome very narrow. ſpace 
here below. He doeth whatſoever pleaſeth him; they 


can do nothing at all. He ſeeth the diftrefles, he 


anſwereth the prayers, accepteth the ſacrifices, co- 
meth to the afliſtance, and effecteth the falvation 
of his ſervants; they are blind, deaf, and dumb, 


ſenſeleſs, motionleſs, and impotent, and . of 7 


allording relief in the greateſt extremity &. » 


21 Have ye not known? have ye not heard? | 
hath it not been told you from the beginning? 
have ye not underſtood from the foundatiom 


of the earth: 5 


Having deforibed the abſurd ies of idola- 
ters, our Prophet next adminiſters a ſharp reproof 
ior their extreme folly and ſenſeleſſneſs —The ſeve · 
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ral queſtions. which he aſks have a direct 1 to 
the formation of the earth, mentioned in the latter 


part of the verſe. The foundations whereof he ſpeaks 


may denote its firſt beginnings or origin, how it was 
brought. into exiſtence, how it emerged from the, 


chaos, out of which it was formed, how its various 
component N were diſpoſed and united together. 


The eſtabliſhment of this earth, which ſtands faſt and | 


cannot be removed, was not effected by human power, 


but by a ſuperior intelligent omnipotent being, — 


Have ye not known ? After enjoying many. opportu= 


nities of being acquainted. with the moſt important, 
facts, are you ignorant that he who built all things 
i; God? that he who is infinite in power and in exe- 
ry perfection, is the firſt cauſe by which all things 
were called into exiſtence? and that he created panes? 
arranged the ſtupendous ſtructure of the univerſe? — 
Have ye not heard? If you have not acquired this 
knowledge by means of your own ſtudy and inveſti- 
gation, have you not been informed by thoſe em- 
ployed to inſtruct you on important intereſting ſab- 
jects, that in the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth? Hath it nat been told you, &c. by 
men of cultivated minds and unqueſtionable veracity, 
that according to tradition -tranimitted from age to 
age, ſince the commencement of time, this eartn 
was formed by the eternal God, for whoſe pleaſure 


all things are, and were created? If you have not 


derived this knowledge from any of theſe channels, 
your own reaſon might have taught you, that tus | 
world owes its exiſtence to an all- perfect glorious. 
ing, who is infinitely ſuperior to all material ſubſtan. | 
ces, ſuch as thoſe whereof your images are made. 
„The inviſible things of God from the creation of 
che world, are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 


things that are made, even his eternal power and 


Godhead; ſo that you are without excuſe if you 
« glorify him not as God. x. Blind and ſenſeleſs, 
then, you mult be, if you mai:e iduls of * gold, and, 
ſilver, | 
| Rom. i i. 20, 21. | 
-3 | 
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fllver, and timber, andi mattse them to have rented 
the earth. ; 


22 It is he that ſitteth upon the circle of 
the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 
graſchoppers; that ſtretcheth out the heavens | 
as a curtain, and ſpreadeth them out as a tent | 


to dwell in. 1 8 . 


The great God is coptiunai4 in theſe lofty Ad 
fions, as exalted far above all the inhabitants of the 
earth, who act under his inſpection, and are ſubjec 

to his authority. What a grand majeftic idea doth 
theſe words convey to the mind, of the omnipotent 
Jehovah, of his divine perfections, the immenſity of 
his preſence, the infinitude of his knowledge, and 
the univerſal extent of his-dominion ! 10 eg, 
faints under the preſſure of this boundleſs ſubj 
which is by far too great for the human mind. I 

not, I cannot illuſtrate it; the object is too nen for 
me; I cannot underſtand. Who ean forbear te ex. 
claim, in the words of the ſaered poet, Who is like 
© unto the Lord our God, who dwelleth on high *? 
—T he inhabitants thereof are as graſchoppers. Phe 
whole human race, with all the advantages they pel- 
ſeſs, and all their aſſumed importance, are only as in- 
_ fignificant inſects before the mighty God. They a 
_ pear ſmall, mean, contemptible creatures, conſtan 
un motion to obtain what they apprehend Baer mon to 
their ſupport and accommodation.—That' fretcheth 
orf the heavens as a curtain, & c. which form à mag- 
nificent canopy over the whole earth ¶ that ſpreadeth 
out the vaſt expanſe of the firmament, enlightened 
hy the ſpacious orbs ſuſpended in it; and the heaven 
of heavens, wherein the Moſt High God; with angels 
and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, have their 
peculiar reſidence. Theſe heavens the Lord God 
framed and extended with more eaſe than men can 
conſtruct a tent or draw aſide a curtain. The wm | 
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he formed to be a ſplendid covering to our dwelling 
place, the higher to be a tabernacle for the ſun and 
the other luminaries which adorn the ſky, and the 
higheſt to be the habitation of his glory, and of the 
innumerable multitudes that ſurround his throne.—— 
From this wonderful work of Almighty God, Iſaiah 
deduces a powerful argument to confute the fooliſh - 
practices of idolaters. Since the only true and living 
God hath-exhibited ſuch aſtoniſhing diſplays af his 
majeſty, immenſity, and omnipotence, in the forma- 
tion, preſervation, and government of the univerſe, 
nothing can be more irrational and abſurd than wor- 
ſhipping and ſerving idols of ſilver and gold, the work 

of mens hands, and placing that confidence in the 


creature which is only due to the Creator. 
23 That bringeth the princes to nothing; 
be maketh the judges of the earth as vanity-, 


Another ſtriking proof is here adduced that the 
Moſt High God is the ſupreme governor of the world. 
According to his ſovereign pleaſure he diſpoſes of 

_ perſons poſſeſſing the higheſt dignity, authority, and 
influence; and in ſome inſtances he reverſes their for- 
mer elevated condition.—Princes is the defi 883 5 
oftentimes given to men of diſtinguiſhed rank, Who | 
occupy ftations next to thoſe who are inveſted with 
ſupreme power. Sometimes the title is given to thoſe - 
who are altogether kings, the chief men in the ſlate, 

' Whoſe office is to govern the empire, to defend it a- 
gainft enemies, to execute the laws, and to, diſtribute 
Juſtice among the people. Even thoſe who are 
exalted to ſuch honourable characters, and poſſeſs 

_ extenſive. power, God bringeth'to nothing. He pre- 
cipitates them from the ſummit of grandeur and pow- , 
er they had attained, and deprives them of their 
boaſted dignity and authority. In ſome inſtances ne 
hath excluded them, with their poſterity, from al! 
proſpect of ever regaining the high ſtation that thex 
tilled, ſuddenly cutting them off by ſome awful judg- 
ment. In this manner was Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
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Senacherib king of Aſſyria, with many others, divell. 


ed of their thrones and empires, and brought to nd. 
thing. By ſuch ſurpriſing diſplays of ſovereignty and 


omnipotence, doth the Moſt High over all the earth, 
convert the greateſt proſperity into the moſt humili- 
ating diſtreſs, and demonſtrate the Inflability of all 
worldly greatneſs. ; 
He maketh the judges of the Py 47 vanity.” The 
office of judges conſiſts chiefly in examining and de- 
_ ciding with impartiality the caufes which are brought 
before them, and in adminiſtering juſtice according 
/ to the laws. Perſons acting in this capacity, Who 
execute with fidelity and equity the important truſt 
repoſed in them, have juſt claim to high-reſpe&t and 
all neceſſary ſupport. / Notwithſtanding, to puniſh 


their iniquities, and the fins of thoſe over whom they | 


were inveſted with authority, in ſome caſes God mak- 
eth them as vanity. He diveſts them of wiſdom; pene. 


tration, and judgment; in conſequence of which they 
become vain, proud, and wicked; and inſtead of be- 


ing ſubſtantial bleſſings to the community, they 3 
come ſevere ſcourges, whereby they are greatly 

ftrefſed. Far from gratifying the defires and expec- 
tations of thoſe who looked up to them for equitable 


deciſions, they practiſe deceit, falſehood, and un- 


righteouſneſs, and thus prove the bane of that ſocie- 
ty whoſe rights they ought invariably. to have main. 


tained. Memorable inſtances of this fort might be | 


_ adduced from ſacred and profane hiſtory, were 
neceſſary to confirm the truth we have been conſi- 
dering. The annals of almoſt every nation in the 
world give teſtimony to what is here aſſerted, and 
clearly ſhew that God doth ſet the wicked in ſlippe 
ry places, and caſts them down into deſtruction &; 


that he cuts off the ſpirit of princes, and is terrible to | 


the kings of the earth f. How uncertain, how mu- 
table is worldly pomp and ſplendor | how Precarious 


the proſperity of the wicked! how ſoon is their Joy | 
turned into forrow, their honour into diſgrace, by him 
chat putteth down one, and ſetteth up another. | 

24 Yea, 
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24 Vea, they ſhall not be planted; yea, 
they ſhall not be ſown; yea, their ſtock ſhall not 
take root in the earth: and he ſhall alſo blow w- 
upon them, and they ſhall wither, and the 


whirlwind ſhall take them away as ſtubble. 


The great perſonages whom God bringeth to no— 
thing, are here ſpoken of in figurative language, as 
ſtately trees, which having grown to a prodigious 
height, are remarkable for beauty, and for giving 
ſhelter to various kinds of animals. In reference to 
this well known fimilitude, the Prophet declares, 
that when God lays them low, nothing of their for- 
mer dignity ſhall remain, or be reftored to them ; 
yea, their remembrance ſhall periſh from the earth. 
This total extermination is forcibly expreſſed in 
various terms, which are fo placed as to form a beau- 
tiful gradation. Though the ſupreme Lord of all 


bring them to nothing, it might be imagined, that 


ſome | ſhoot or branch ſprung from the {ame ſtock, 
might be planted in the earth, and grow up to con- 
ſiderable eminence, in place of that which was cut 
down. - Or, it might happen, that ſome-of the ſeeds 


that fell from the tree, upon the earth, might ſpri 


up, and produce a new plant that would increaſe - 
into a large tree, of the ſame kind and ſize with the 
former. Or, it might come to paſs, that the lofty 


tree which was cat down might, from its remaining 


root, ſend forth new ſhoots, ſome of which, in pro- 
ceſs of time, might reach as great eminence as that 
which had been taken away. None of theſe ſuppo- 
ſitions, however, were to take place for it is added, 

God ſhall blow upon them, by the powerful influence __ 
of his Spirit, who is ſaid at the 7th verſe, to blow . 
upon all fleſh, which is as graſs. He ſhall make them 


feel the irreſiſtible power of his diſpleaſure, whereby 


they ſhall be ſuddenly driven from their ſtation, 
which they ſhall not be able to reſume. Though 
they appeared to thoſe who obſerved them, to ſpread 
like a green bay tree, and to be firmly eſtabliſhed in 
Va. H | their 
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their places, yet the Almighty by che opdrations * 


his word, providence; and Spirit, ſhall cauſe them 


to wither and decay. They ſhall quickly be con- 
ſumed, and periſh.—As the whirlwind, &c.. which | 
blows with' great violence, in a circular direction, 
ſtrongly agitates every thing within its reach, 
and throws them out of their places; in like man- 
ner, the tempeſt of God's anger ſhall drive wicked 
great men from their ſtation, with equal eaſe as the 


Suppoſing that we now perceive - the import of 


the words, let us next attend to the defign for which 
they are introduced. They are intended to ſhew, 


that none who are called gods are worthy to be 
compared to the living and true God, of whom 
it is altogether abſurd to form any reſemblanee, 
and therefore that idolatry is vain and - fooliſh» in 
the extreme. That the God of Iſrael is infinitely 
more excellent, and highly exalted above the princes 


and judges of the earth, who are honoured with the 


name of gods; that he diveſts them of their dignity, 
and caſts them down root and branch in one day. 
Many inſtances of this kind are recorded i in hiſtory ; 
ſome very remarkable ones are mentioned in 

ture. The Chaldeans took Zedekiah king of Judah 
captive, they flew his ſons in his fight, they put out 
his eyes, they bound him with fetters, and carried 
him to Babylon. The Roman hiſtorians relate, it 
in the flouriſhing ſtate of the commonwealth, van- 
quiſhed princes were dethroned, and dragged. in 
triumph at the chariot-wheels of the conquerors. 
Such examples as theſe, clearly demonſtrate the truth 


| of what | is laid in this verſe by the pad wren 


25 To whom then: will ye ken me, or | 


thall I be equal? 15 faith the Holy One. 


Having ſhewn the egregious folly; end. bo Pa 
dity of idolaters, the Prophet, in the name of God. 
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foundations of the earth, yOu may know it by view- 


mage whatſoever. And 


are inveſted with offices of diſtinguiſned "dignity; 


and the characters which are afcnbed to God, yet 


there are none who bear any Proportion to him, and 


who can claim equality to him. Indeed, compari- 


ſons of this ſort, rather obſcure: than illustrate the 


infinite majeſty af God and therefore to make ido— 
ze and impiety, they 


laters ſenſible of their 
are challenged to produce any likeneſs, any equal 
unto him, who is the Holy One; perfectly free from 


all manner of impurity, who hateth ſin, and loveth - 


righteouſneſs, who dwelleth in light inacceſſible, and 


ul of glory, and by the excellence and fublimity 


of his be abr exalted Labor a] n and 
n, . ju 


26 Lift up 7 5 eyes on TP bas behold 


who bath created theie thinge, that bringeth 
out their hoſt by number: he calleth them 
all by names, by-the greatneſs of his' might, : 


for that he us ſtrong'i in power; not'ohe oe 17 


That you ; bs benen wind « the and 
ſcendent excellence and glory of the Holy One of 
| Ifrael, attentively ſurvey his wonderful Works of 
creation and providence. Steadily contemplate the 
_ celeſtial orbs, all of which, his power formed, and 
placed in their ſeveral ſtations, and each of which | 
he continudlly upholds in beautiful order, and you 
may be ſatisfied that they were not made by one of | 
whom you can form any juſt likeneſs. If you have 


not learned this important truth, by conſidering the 


ing oP 


243 


| in the 8 convince. * that there are 
none in heaven, or in earth, that can either be likened 
or equalled to Jehovah. There is doubtleſs ſome kind 
of reſemblance betwixt the faculties of the human 
mind, and the nature and perfections of God; but that 

likeneſs cannot be deſoribed by any portrait or i- 


| though according: to our | 
ideas, there is ſome ſimilitude betwixt thoſe who | 
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ing aright the ſplendid — canopy abi 
Other creatures look downward to the earth, you 
are ſo formed that you can look up to the heavens 
with eaſe and pleaſure. Behold them then, ſo as to 
think of the cauſe whereby they were produced, the 
purpoſes for which they were deſigned, and the ef. 
fects which they generate. Conſider who contrived | 
and erected that. ſtupendous ſtructure. Theſe im. 
meaſurable heavens, ſurely did not give to themſelves 
exiſtence, nor were they made by a fortuitous con- 
courſe of atoms. They are the workmanſhip of àn 
eternal, omnipotent, intelligent Being, poſſeſſing in- 
finite wiſdom, goodneſs, and power, whoſe magnifi- 
cence and glory no terreſtrial object can adumbrate. 
The ſubject is ampliſied with peculiar uin | 
and beauty in the latter part of the verſe. T7 
That bringeth out their hoſt by number. What an 
aſtoniſhing ditplay of knowledge and power, far ſur- 
paſſing human comprehenſion. The Almighty not 
only brings forth the ſun, who rules by day, but alſo 
theke bright orbs,. which glitter by night in the 
ſpangled firmament on high; not only the larger, 
but the leſſer ones; and thoſe which on account of 
their immenſe diſtances, cannot be ſeen but by the 
aſſiſtance of teleſcopes. The exact number of the 
celeſtial luminaries, and each individual ſtar that 
| ſhines throughout the whole vault of heaven, the 
Lord perfectly knoweth, and bringeth them fortn 
every one at his appointed time. He calleth them ail 
by names. Having the moſt accurate acquaintance 
with their magnitude, their properties, their ſtation, 
and influence, he cauſes them to know his pleaſure, - 
- and toobey his voice. Not one faileth to yield prompt 
obedience to the laws of the Creator, but every one 
obſerves the time, the place, the order, infinite wiſ- 
dom hath aſſigned to him. Indeed obſervation and 
experience clearly teach, that all the creatures, ani- 
mate, and inanimate. in heaven, and on earth punc- 
tually obey the commands of the great Lord of all.— 
This is owing to the greatneſs of his might, &c. de mw 
eternal 
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eternal God, not only formed all the hoſt of hend 
but he makes them invariably to obſerve tlie lad 
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he hath given them with the utmoſt harmony and 
conſtancy. This is truly aſtoniſſiing, and mul be attri- 


buted ſolely to the mighty power of God. By this for- - - 
cible argument, our Prophet expoſes the folyand:vaniz ' 
ty of idolatry, whichis one chief obſtacle that obſtrudts | 
the advancement of the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt by the 
preaching of the goſpel —Dearly beloved, flee from 


idolatry, is the exhortation of an apoſtle, with which 
conclude this article,” and preſs your compliance 


with the deſign of the Prophet in this pottion of his 
diſcourſe.” Avoid not only groſs idolatry,” but that 
more refined ſpecies of it; which, though it may ap- 
pear leſs ſhocking, is not leſs repugnant to the ſpirit 
of Chriftianity, Though you render not religious 
, homage to an idol, yet if you love, and ſerve, and 
truſt to any object, whither in a manner more or leſs 
ablurd, you dub the creature in place of the Creator, 
you are guilty" of idolatry, the folly and re 


of which, we have munen to expoſe, RS 


27 Why fayeſt thou, 0 jacob, and ſpeakeſt, 
O lirael, my way is hid from the LORD, and 


my judgment! is Paſſed over from my God? 


Ifaiah proceeds to the practical improvement b 
the above diſcourſe, with a view to conſole the de- 
jetted people of God, and to expoſtulate with them 
reſpecting their unbelief in the gracious preſence and 
tender care of Jehovah, of which, in various caſes, 
they are apt to entertain groundleſs ſuſpicions. The 
complaint which gave occaſion to the following com- 


fortable truths, firſt demands attention. The wor 


before us, are addrefled to Jacob and to Ifrael. Theſe c Y 


were the names of the youngeſt of the patriarch 
ltaac's two ſons, and were afterward given to his po- 
ſterity, the peculiar people of God, under the former 


duſpenſation, who typified the church of Jeſus Chriſt 


Fader | the New — ö all who 
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ere Arselttes indeed, to whont che ee, | 


To ſuch this challenge is directed, hy ſapeſi thou 


| &c. that all the diſpenſations of providence and grace | 


with which you are connected, appear ſo intricate 
and inexplicable, that you cannot attain. any com. 


fortable acquaintance with them; tha: God doth not 
ſeem to regard your condition, And to manifeſt his 


tender care of you, but acts toward you as if your 


forlorn circumſtances were unknown to him. This 


mournful complaint is adopted by them that fear 


the Lord, on one or other of the three following ac- | 


count: %, When they do not perceive the pro- 
curing cauſes from whence their troubles proceed. 


This perplexing circumftance, greatly. increaſes their 


uneaſineſs, and induces them to requeſt with Job, 


that God would ſhew them wherefore he contendeth 


with them. adly, When they do not diſcover the 


important purpoſes to which they are eſpecially di- 
rected. Uncertainty as to the particular ends Which 


afflictions are ſent to accompliſh, augments not a K 
tle the preſſure of diſtreſs, and diſpoſes good x 
to bemoan themicives, i in the language of the: _ 
ed church, He hath hedged me about that I can- 
not get out *.“ I can neither ſee the reaſon. nor 
the end of my affliction ; my way ſeems. to be hid 
from the Lord.— zdly, When they do not diſcern 
what is preſent duty. Notwithſtanding the hleſſed 

God hath clearly taught in his word, what he fe- 
quires, yet there are particular ſituations wherein 


the beſt of men have been perplexed, as 40 What 
courſe they ought to follow. In ſuch caſes, they 


have ſaid with the good king of Judah, we know not 


what to do; and have lamented tha their wa e, 


hid from the Lord. 
The way of Jatob and: Iſrael, may Fe in the 
Srarative ſenſe of the expreſſion, their manner 


life, with all the circumſtances of their condition; the 


temper of their mind, and the tenor of their condud 
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and toward men in their ſe apacities and rela- 
tions in life. It compriſes not — — — actions, 
but the internal operations of the heart; the priuci- 
ples from whence mens conduct proceeds, the ends 
to which it is directed. and the diſpoſitions whereby 

it is influenced. In this ſenſe, the word is often uſed 
in ſcripture; as where Job acknowleges, He knowetb 
the way that I take . Or, the way of Iſrael may ' 
ſignify, not the courſe which they purſued,” but the 
diſpenſations of God's providence and grace toward 
them, his manner of acting with reſpect to them as 
their God. This is the obvious meaning of the word 
where the Lord faith, by the prophet Ezekiel, Hear, 
O lirael, is not my way equal ?- According to 
the former Interpretation, the complaint intimates, 


not that they imagined the omniſcient God, who 


underſtands mens ways, and compaſſes their paths, 
was ignorant of their conduct, for an abiding con- 
viction of the divine preſence and inſpection, diſtin- 
guiſhes the ſervants of God, from thoſe who ſay. 
The Lord ſhall not ſee, neither doth the God of 
Jacob conſider.“ It only expreſſes the apprehenſion 
they had, that the Moſt High ſeemed to neglect and 
diſregard their preſent afflictive circumſtances ; that 
he did not diſplay that vigilance and care of them 
they were taught to expect, nor afforded: them re- 


lief agreeable to bis promiſe.” According to the lat- 


ter explanation this doleful lamentation maꝝ import, 


that in their view, the Lord did not notice their di- 


ſtreſſed condition, that he did not ſhew them tender 


compaſſion in the time of their calamity, nor granted 
them expected fupport arid deliverance. u both 
views the meaning is nearly the fame. 

And my judgment is paſſed over from my God. This 5 
complaint does not, I ſuppoſe, charge God with i in | 
juſtice in his diſpenſation; for the - Almighty wilt 
not pervert judgment it only indicates that the 
reaſons of the divine procedure toward thoſe who 


uſed this language were not underſtood. From henee 1 


deſpondeney and at n this unfair infe- 
Tence, 
' | Chap. xxili. 10. p Chap. xvili, 25, 


— 


"rence; that ſufficient 1 could not be ane 


to vindicate the ways of God. My judgn 
juſt right and cauſe, which I expected on 


ions, my God would have been attentive to maintain, 


ſeems to be deſerted by him, and to have paſſed o- 
ver without his notice. My God, whom I have cho- 


ſen for my. all-ſufficient friend and portion, into 
whoſe hands I committed all my concerns, no longer 
regards my deplorable condition, defers to grant nk 


ſupplication, and to extricate me from pery 


and diſtreſs.— Such was the diſconſolate temper of 
many of the people of God, in the period which im- 
mediately preceded the erection of the Meſliah's 
Kingdom, the overthrow of the empire of Satan; and 


the extirpation of idolatry. In a ſtate ſomewhat 


fimilar to that which hath been deſcribed, doth the 
diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt ſometimes find themſelves, 


when waiting for the more full manifeſtation. of his 
kingdom, the accompliſhment of his promiſes, and 
when labouring under afflictions and diſcouragements 


of various kinds. To you, the ne e 


diſcourſe is addreſſed. FE 4; 


23 Haſt thou not known? haſt 4 not 
heard, that the everlaſting God, the LORD, 


the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 


not, neither is weary ? there is no > ſearching 


of his underſtanding. 


The conſolation adminiſtered in the firſt park: 5 | 
this verſe, is well ſuited to diſmiſs the complaint 


which it is intended to remove; and that contained 


in the latter part, is admirably adapted to the cir- 
- cumſtances of thoſe by whom the complaint is pre- 
ferred, whilſt both are > tos to check deſpondency 


and incredulity —Haſt thou not known? haſt thou not 
learned from principles of ſound reaſon and under- 


ſtanding, which you ought to have induſtriouſiy in- 
veſtigated ?—Haſt thou not heard in the inſtruchions 
you Dave weed Baan your teachers, and from the 


traditions 
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ven. 28. PROPHEOIE os SATAH, wy 
traditions of the fathers; to Which - you ſhould have 


diligently attended ? Aſter having enjoyed mam im. 
portant advantages; having read and heard much een. 


cerning God, you ought'ts be well acquainted with 


the fundamental doctrines of religion. The c 
ters here. aſeribed to God firſt demand our attentiom 
He is everlaſting, without begi 
end, Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the Taft,” pet 


manent in duration, which eannot be meaſured, auge 
mented, or diminiſhed; When we attempt to trace 


the exiſtence of God beyond the ereation of the 


world. we loſe ourſelves in the unfathomable depths = 


of eternity. When we | endeavour to penetrate the 
moſt remote fattirkty,; we again loſe ourſelves in the 
ſame abyſs, and perceive that as God had no begin- 


ning, o neither ean he have any end. Before che 


heavens were ſtretched out, before the earth was 
formed, before a com was ſet to the fuce of the 
depth, or the mountains were brought forth, even 
from r he is Ged. And aftet 
the heavens ſhall be diilved, the earth deſttoyed, 


the mountains conſumed, and there ſhall he lo more 
ſez, he will always be the evatlaſting God.— The 


next deſignation is, 


The Lord, who was be 8 and who W t ecbae z =P 


the eternal, felf-exiſtert, immutable God, who gave 
extence to the univerſe; and continually upholds. 
all things by the word of his power: Until the days | 
of Moſes, the import of this glorious title, | 
to the Almighty] Was not often uſed; nor) I Meppen 
well underſtood. Under this tide; expreſſive of its 
finite majeſty and power, he made Himſelf knowl t6 | 
his faithful ſervant when he thus ſpake, I am THAT I 


t; and ever fince that memorable period this Han 
been his memorial throughout all generations. T5 


Creator of the ends of the earth ; who formed not only 


the middle of the earth, which' the Iſraelites reckon: 
ed to be the land of Judea, but the whole large 


phere, with its utmoſt extremities, and moſt remote 
regions. By his * word he on being to' 
Vor. =. 11 this 


nning and without * 


A * hy and all that-it contains; 8 


to every thing, of every kind, its ſhape, ſige, and co- 
lour, with all the qualities it puſſeſſes. To every Crea- 
ture he aſſigned its ſituation, he determined the pur. 
poſes it was to ſerve, the revolutions through ; which 
it was to paſs; he linked them together in beautiful 
order, connection, and ſubordination, ſo as to form 
that aſtoniſhing variety which is conſpicuous through- 
out the whole earth; and. ſtill he continues to pre- 


ſerve and direct tame this everlaſting God 15 


Lord it is affirmed, that he 


-  Fainteth not, neither is weary. Men „ 


and weary, when through great continued exertion, 
their ſtrength and. ſpirits are ſo exhauſted, that they 
are unable to act any longer, until they are recruit- 


ed by means of reſt, food, and ſleep. The gods of 


the heathen were conſidered by their votaries as lis 
ble to be tired and fatigued; hence the prophet Eli 
jah, inſulting over the prieſts of Baal when he an- 
ſwered them not, bade them cry aloud; for either 
* he is talking, or he is purſuing, or he is in a jour- 
* ney, or peradventure he ſleepeth, and muſt. be 2. 


* waked *. Though we be furniſhed with matter, 


with inſtruments, with time, and a plan of operation, 
yet it often happens, that ere the work be finiſhed 
we are much exhauſted and very fatigued. In. this 
reſpect the Lord God doth not at all, reſemble the 
creatures that he hath made. After having perform. 
ed the moſt ſtupendous works, wherein he hath. ex- 
hibited illuſtrious diſplays of his glory, and having 
ſuſtained and delivered his church in former ages, he 
never is ſubject to the ſmalleſt languor or : laſlitude. 
He executes with perfect eaſe the moſt arduous. en- 
terpriſes; and after they are accomplithed, his ſtrength 
is never in the leaſt impaired, his powers of operation 
are infinite and inexhauſtible. His hand is not ſhort. 
ened that he cannot ſave, nor is he in the ſmalleſ 


degree weary of ſuppertins his people under the og 


ny of affliction. 
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There is no ſearching of * underſtanding. Suck i is - 
the perfection and extent of his knowledge, that no- 
thing can poſſibly eſcape his notice. Such is e 
ſummate judgment and univerſal intelligence, that 


we can no more comprehend: them than we can mea- 


ſure ſpace without limits, or number the days of e. 
ternity. What admirable diſplays of the infinitude 


of God's underſtanding do we contemplate in the di- 


vine government, every part of which is ſo adjuſted 
as to advance the glory of Jehovah, and the benefit 


of them that love him. How glorioully is it mani- 


feſted in the work of redemption, wherein he hath 
abounded toward us in all wiſdom and prudence; in 


ſubduing men unto his obedience, and preſerving 


them ſafe, amid all their dejections and diſcourage- 
ments, to his heavenly kingdom. The conſideration 


of theſe characters peculiar to Jehovah, ought to in- 


duce his people to patient ſubmiſſion to his will, to 
conſtant dependence upon him for ſeaſonable relief, 
who knows beſt at what time, and in what manuer, 
it may be adminiſtered to the higheſt advantage. 
Such views of God ought to ſilence every murmur- 


ing complaint reſpecting the diſpenſations of provi- 


dence and grace. The eternity, the omnipotence, 
the immutability, and underſtanding of the Moſt 
High, ought to diſpel the perplexing fears of his 
people, and to excite their confidence in his mercy 
and love. The recolleQtion of the amiable perfec- 
tions of God, to whole ſervice they are devoted; and 


the reviving aſſurance that he will not fail in due 


time to afford them all neceſſary ſupport and conſo- 
lation, ſhould -Giflipate their Nom wage and pee rag 
tudes. e 


29 He gend power to 5 faint: nnd to 
them that haveno might: he increaſeth ſtrength. | 
RF |. 

Another ground of Goch to the dejected ſervants 
of God is here ſuggeſted, namely, that he ſeaſonably 
parts neceſſary 8 to the weak and infirm, 

; who 
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Abd are the peculiar objedts of his tender regard'and 


neglect them, when conflicting with various diſtem. 


pers, and to decline gratifying their expectatians, 
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yet he will aſſuredly uphold them, and preſerve their 


faith from failing. Various caufes may contribute 
to reduce the upright among men to the feeble ſtate 


in which they are repreſentłd in the words under 


conſideration; ſuch as bodily diſtreſs, remaining cor. 
ruptions, the deceitfulneſs oF the human heart, the 
number and atrocity of their fins, diſquietude of con- 
ſcience, diſmaying fears of the divine diſpleaſure, un. 
He: expected calamities, diſappointed defires of promiſed 
bleſſings, the want of neceſſary divine ſupport, and 


the weakneſs of grace. On theſe and fimilar ace. 


counts, they become languid, feeble, and faint in 
their minds. When in this ſtate He who fainteth 


not, neither is weary, giveth them power, and inerea- 


ſeth ftrength. When lamenting with the church of 
old, that their ſtrength and their hope is periſſied from 
the Lord, he brings to their remembrance the years 


of the right hand of the Moft High, former expe- 


riences of his mercy and loving kindneſs. He makes 
his grace ſufficient for them, and perfects ſtrength in 


their weakneſs ; he cauſes them to revive from their 


decayed condition ; he enables them to repel temp- 
tations, to ſuſtain afflictions, to improve privileges, to 


S. perform duties, to exerciſe grace, and to make pro- 


greſs in the ſpiritual life. This comfortable truth, of 
which I have now been treating, is clearly eſtabliſhed 
in the holy ſcriptures ; it is amply confirmed by the 
experience of the ſaints in all ages, to the glory of 
God, and the encouragement of thoſe who have no 
might whereon they depend. Ought not this bleſſed 


declaration to invigorate us under all our weaknefles, 
and to animate us in all our addrefles to the throne 


of grace. Let us be inſtant and earneſt in prayer to 
God, that when weak in ourſelves, he may grant un- 
ta us to be ſtrengthened with all might, according 5 
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30 Even hs 1 ſhall faint and 15 war | 


ry, and the young men ſhall utterly fall. 


The confalatory truth 8 the 3 


verſe, is in theſe words illuſtrated and. confirmed,” by 


a circumſtance from whence it derives canſidorabls 
advantage. A ftriking diſparity is ſpecified: to ſuhſiſt 


betwixt thoſe who are in the viguur of their ſtrength, 
whoſe ahilities are unimpaired, and wha with, the ut- 


moſt alacrity make the greateſt exertions, and the 
feeble of them that fear the. Lord; and the 
rence is decidedly given in favour. of the 
Young men; though they ſeldom cumplain ot CD 


neſs and laſſitude, yet if they too long perſiſt in hard 


labour, or in contending; with oppoſitian, they feel 
themſelves not a little fatigued ; whereas thaſe who 


wait upon the Lord far excel them; for by means of 


all their ſpiritual exereiſes they recover new firength, 


and acquire greater activity and yigour. The moral 


inſtruction conveyed by the remark before us ſeems 


to be, that though young men, through great, long- 


continaed exertion, may grow feeble and faint ; yet 


thoſe who wait on God, and are ſupported by his 
grace, ſhall be kept fram fainting under the greateſt” 


ſufferings and trials. In this reſpe& they maintain a 


conſpicuous ſupetiority to the maſt active and hardx 
ol the ſons of men; they have reſources from whence 5 
they derive ſupport and eſtabliſhment, to which un- 


godly people are entire ſtrangers. Who that looks 


abroad into the world hath not obſerved this truth. | Hl 


remarkably verified? Have not you, brethren, ſeen 


young, ſtrong, enterprifing perſons baffled in all their | 
attempts, unable to attain the ends they had in vie; 


whit they who have no might, through the grace 
of the Moſt High, are preſerved from tainting by bes, 


Teving the eat of the Lord, in "oO pany the 
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431 But they that wait on the LORD hall 


2 renew their ſtrength ; they ſhall mount up 
with wings as eagles; they ſhall run and not 
be weary; and they ſhall walk and not faint. 


> Thi preferable ſtate of the people of God to that : 
of other men is in theſe words beautifully amplified 


and iluſtrated. Thoſe who are ſpoken of are thus 


characteriſed in the firſt part of the verſe, rhey that 


 zwait on the Lord. This placid diſpoſition of 1 mind 


always ſuppoſes ſome delay on the part of the great 


perſon whoſe appearance and interpoſition is expec- 
ted. It ſtands in direct oppoſition to 'raſhneſs and 


precipitancy, which is often introductory to weari- 
- neſs, to impatience and fretfulneſs, that frequently 
terminate in ſhame and confuſion of face. It con- 
- fiſtsin holy ſerenity of ſoul, ariſing from hearty acqui- 

7 eſcence in the divine good pleaſure, and cordial ſub- 


miſſion to whatſoever God ſees proper to appoint ; 


united with lively expectation of his mercy, and fuck 


ardent defires after him as the traveller feels for = 


cooling ſhade, and the hireling for the ſhadows of 
the evening. It diſpoſes to ſtudy univerſal confor- 


mity to the will of the Lord, and a diligent i improve- 


ment of the inſtituted means, to which he is pleaſed 


to grant his preſence and bleſſing. As in temporal, 


ſo in ſpiritual matters, God hath appointed one thing 
to be the way of attaining to another. The miniſtry 


of the word, meditation, and 25 are the means of 


obtaining the great objects of his peoples deſires; and 
in this view they aſſiduouſſy attend upon them, with 
the hope of therein meeting with God. Such, if! 


\ miſtake not, is the import of waiting on the Lord, of 


which I have had repeated occaſion to ſpeak in our 


progreſs through theſe prophecies. —Perſons of this : 


deſcription | 
Shall renew their fArrength. Their powers that had 


been weakened by various diſtreſſes, ſhall recover 


new life and vigour. Their underſtandings ſhall dil- 


cern more clearly the truths and ways of God; ro? 
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ſhall acquire larger meaſures of practical wiſdom and 


- prudence, and be more habitually Len than for- 
merly to do the will of the Lord. Being delivered 


from perplexity and diſquietude, their affections ſhall 
become more pure and lively, and every part of a 

ſhall be performed with greater alacrity. Their 1 
tual ſtrength, which had been much impaired, ſh be 


fo renovated, that they ſhall be thoroughly furniſhed 
for every good work. Finding their infirmities help. 
ed by the Spirit of might, they ſhall take up - 4 P 


croſs aſſigned to them with firmneſs and fortitude; 
and proceed with freſh vigour in the good ways of 


the Lord. They ſhall walk in the light of God's . 


couitenance ; in his name ſhall they rejoice all the 
day, and in his righteouſneſs ſhall; they be exalted; 
for he is the glory of their ſtrength. Though their 
beginning was but ſmall, their latter end ſhall great- 
ly increaſe. - How reviving the aſſurance! Be o good 
courage, then; wait on the Lord, and he ſhall 
ſtrengthen thine heart; wait, I ſoy. pon the 
Lord *. —In conſequence whereof, | 
They ſhall mount up on wings as eagler, &e.. Three 
different progreſſive motions are here mentioned, de- 


: Gun of the ſpiritual exerciſes of the ſervants of 


— 1ſt, They ſhall mount up. Having laid aſide 
every weight which preſſed them down to the earth, 
their hearts and affections ſhall riſe toward heaven, 
ſeeking thoſe things which are above. With; unre- 
ſtrained freedom, as in their proper element, they 
ſhall make ſwift progreſs toward thoſe celeſtial ob- 
jects, to the enjoyment. of which they bend their 
courſe with thee and agility. The elevation of 
their minds to things fpiritual and divine is com nag + | 
to the rapid lofty 19 ht of the eagle. In the yay 
exerciſe of faith; — and delightful contem _ | 
tion, their affections 1hall ſoar on high toward | 


on whom terminates their moſt intenſe defires and 


ſupreme delight.—2dly, They ſhall run and not be 
m They al Pol Bas with: ach and dili- 
dene 

Tos * Plal, xxvii. 14. | 


ſenfible of their own itiſufficiency, and their need of 
divine inſtruction and aſfiſtance, they adopt the ont 


. 


exertion, they acquire new life and vigour, they — 5 
renewed day by day, they go from ſtrength to ſtrength, | 
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perſeveringly hold on, not-wearys 
og in well-doing, knowing that in due time they 


thall reap if they faint not——4dly, They bull walk . 


and not faint. | With a ſteady, uniform, progreflive 


pace ſhall they advance. in the ways of God, in the 
practice ef piety and juſtice, of mercy and dene vo. 
lence, ſtudying univerſal conformity to the will of 


the Lord, in thoughts, words, and actions. 


neft requeſt of the man accordin g to God's ow 


Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy prebepts, and 
* ſhall, keep it unto the end. Give nie underſtand: 
ſhall keep thy law; yea, I-ſhall obſerve 

dit with my a hole heaft. Make me to go in the 
path of thy commandments ; for therein do win] 


«mg, and 


© light *.“ Thus inſtructed and afified, nd ber 


ceed without fainting toward the heavenly 


ter country: Inſtead of being — dy d 


until they appear perfect before God in Zion. As 


bees go from flower to flower, in queſt of proviſion; 
ſio the faithful go from ordinanee to op 99c/ from 


duty to duty, by means of which they attain new de- 


grees of grace and ſtrength, and receive freſh eneou- 


do, apron to go on their way rejoicing, = 


_  How-reviving the conſolation adminiſtered t to the : 
de jected people of God, Who, though troubled one. 


very ſide, yet are not diſtreſſed, though perplexed, 
yet not in deſpair, perſecuted, but not forſaken, caſt 


down, but not deftroyed f. Whilft other men, 


farniſhed with many important advantages, languiſh 
and decay, the ſaints, in conſequence of the divine 


ſupport afforded them, ſhall hold on their way, whe- 
er beſet with thorns or ſtrewed with flowers. Un- 
i 1 


* Plal, cxix. 335 34, 35. + 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9. 
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gence in the way of God's oonfitiatulments, follow: 
ing hard after him with unremitting affiduity; a 

their chief goo! and all- ſuffieient portion. In u 
_ courſe they thall 
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der the preſſure of affliction,” temptation, and weak. 
neſs, the Lord will not forſake them; but in every 
_ caſe he will ſupport them by the power of his grace, 
and a lively ſenſe of his fayour. We therefore con- 
clude with the words of the Song for the Sabbath 
day, The righteous ſhall flouriſh like the palm tree; 


he ſhall grow like a cedar in Lebanon; thoſe that 


be planted in the houſe of the Lord ſhall flouriſ in 
the courts of our God *. The above predictions 
or promiſes that have been verified in manifold in« 
ſtances in every age of the church, were remarkably 
accompliſhed at the time the Jews returned from 
captivity at Babylon ; and ftill more eminently 'in 
the apoſtolic age, when the diſciples of the Son of 
God, being endowed with the Spirit of power, and 
- animated by faith and hope, ſubmitted with amazing 


fortitude to. the moſt terrible calamities. Looking at 


the things which are not ſeen and eternal, after the 
illuſtrious example of their divine maſter, and thro? 
the ſtrength of his grace, they went about doing 
good, they were eftabliſhed unblameable in holinets 
before God. And we may expect, that in ſome men« 
ſure ſhall theſe gracious aſſurances be fulfilled to us, 
if we keep mercy, and diligently wait on the God of 
falvation z to whom be glory for ever.” Amen. 
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.. "PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. S 


AXNOTHER ſection of the firſt diſcourſe in the 
11 fourth book of Haiah's prophecies is contained 
in the chapter we are now to conſider, in which he 
ſuggeſts a very powerful argument to ſhew'the vani- 
ty and folly of idolatry. The bleffed God is intro- 
duced addreſſing the Gentile nations, that he may 
convince them of his ſupreme divinity and uniyer- 
 fal government, in oppoſition to the idols which they 
ſerved. With this ſubject ſeveral digreſſions are in- 
termixed, directed to the church, to evince the ab- 
ſurdity of -honouring, thoſe as gods who were igno- 
rant of the moſt important future events. Among 
the proofs which the true God hath given of his ex- 
iſtence and perfections, is the prediction of things to 
come, with the circumſtances attending them, which 
no man could know or foreſee. This evidence is 
here ſtated at large, and illuſtrated by a remarkable 
inſtance, ſuited to make deep impreſſion on the at- 
tentive mind. Having enlarged on theſe topics, our 
Prophet applies the doctrine to ſolace the dejected 
minds of God's upright ſervants, upon whom he was 
about to confer the moſt ſubſtantial benefits. In the 
execution of this plan, the Moſt High God is repre- 
ſented calling upon idolaters to attend to the words 
of his mouth, and to produce their cauſe. The fore- 
knowledge and providence of Jehovah is then demon- 
ſtrated, from his having raiſed up an illuſtrious prince, 
.whoſe character is delineated, to perform an arduous 
enterpriſe, to the great aſtoniſhment-of thoſe who. 
were addicted to the ſervice of idols, ver. 17. 
The afflicted church. is next addreſſed with the moſt 
comfortable aſſurances, by which they are taught to 
expect all neceſſary aſſiſtance and relief, ſuited to a- 
nimate them under their diſtreſſes, ver. 820. In 
the latter part of the chapter, the argument above 
4 mentioned is again brought forward and amplified, 
v. 21—28.—From whence the concluſion is deduced 
which is ſtated in v. 29th. . 
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- EEP filence before me, O illands, 1 lol 5 
the people renew their ſtrength; let them 


come near; then let them ſpeak; met us Wen 


near together to judgment. 


On this part of his diſcourſe our Prophet eaten 
with great ſolemnity; and in the name of Almigh- 
ty God demands attention from people of different 
regions, and invites them to ſupport 1dol-worſhip by 
the beſt arguments t g mt could produce. He calls 


upon them with their utmoſt ability to ſtand forth in 


923 of their ſuperſtition. Keep ſilence before me, 

O i/lands. Refrain from ſpeaking, and from every 
thing that might diſturb your thoughts, or interrupt 
that reſpectful ſtillneſs with which every meſſage from 
God cake to be heard. Liſten with diligent, patient 
attention to what I am about to deliver, ye mhabi- 
tants, not only of the continent, but of the iſlands of 
the ſea. Put yourſelves into the moſt proper poſture 
to receive the truth without prejudice, and to per- 
ceive the force of the arguments that are now to be 
adduced with a view to your conviction. In com- 
pliance with this requiſition, do you, my brethren, 
reply in the words of the centurion to the apoſtle Pe- 
ter, We are all here preſent before God, to hear all 
things that are commanded thee of God. —Let the 


people renew their ftrength. Exert all the vigour, of 


your minds, your powers of reaſon, in canvaſſing the 
momentous { ubje& now to be laid before you, and i in 


examining the evidences of the exiſtence, attributes, 


and government of Jehovah, which are to be ſub- 
mitted to your conũderation.— Let them come near, 
to manage the controvetſy that is preſently to be a- 
gitated, and bring forward the ſtrongeſt reaſons which 
they can produce, in ſupport of idolatrous practices. 
Let them ſay what 7 — can to vindicate the cauſe 
they mean to ſupport, that I may be * Urn 
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"and advance whatever they imagine may tend to 
juſtify their conduct. Let them come near together 
ty judgment. The Moſt High over all the earth, tho 
Intinitely. exalted above his creatures, graciouſly con. 
deſcends to reaſon with men, to admit them to exa- 
mine and reply to what he faith, claiming no other 
pre- eminence than that which ariſes from the force 
- of argument, and the juſtice of his cauſe. Come 
near, then, like thoſe who warmly, engage in'debate; 
open the caſe, ſtate the facts, arrange the proofs you 
mean to bring forward; and then let the whole mat- 
ter be determined by the award af unbiaſſed judg- 


| g ment. Let us heedfully attend to what both parties 


have to ſay on each ſide of the queſtion, with minds 
open to conviction and deſirous to know the truth, 


2 Who raiſed up the righteous man from 
the eaſt, called him to his foot, gave the na- 
tions before him, and made him rule over 
kings, he gave them as the duſt to his ſword, 


and as driven ſtubble to his bow. 


Z He purſued them, and paſſed ſafely; even 
by the way that he had not gone with his feet. 


Tze proof here adduced of the ſupreme divinity 
of the Cod of lirael, is derived from the peculiar a- 
gency of divine providence, in raiſing up ſome illuſ- 
trious perſon, the place of whoſe appearance is ſpe- 

cified, and who is characterized by his equity, his 
proſperity, his conqueſts, and other circumſtances, 

Who beſide the true God can claim the honour of 

calling into exiſtence; and bringing forth irito action, 

{ſuch a great prince as is deſcribed in theſe verſes! 

This act of ſovereign power, the Lord God challenges 

as his peculiar prerogativeand ſole operation, to which 

the gods of the nations did not in the leaſt contribute. 
Could any other than the Almighty God, who doth 

according to his pleaſure in heaven and on earth, 

have given ſuch a ſtriking proof of his government of 
the univerſe.— Interpreters are divided in ſentiment 


reſpecung 
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telpedling the perſon of whom the prophet ſpeaks. Ag 
ht to me dubious, ] ſhall not occupy 


your time by ſtating the arguments whereby their-ſe- 


veral opinions are ſupported, but ſimply ſhew that the 
words are applicable either to the patriarch: Abraham, 
or to Cyrus king of Perſia, leaving you to adapt that 


opinion which ſeems beſt to accord with the ſcope of 


the diſcourſe. ee 3 1 Wanne 
Abraham was an eminently righteous. man, for 

what ſaith the ſcripture, ©-H2 believed God, and it 
was accounted unto him for righteouſneſs &. Of 


this righteouſneſs having received the ſign and ſeal, 


he exhibited convincing: evidence by walking up- 
rightly before God, and by commanding his children 
and houſehold to keep the way of the Lord, to do 

juſtice and judgment. Mb bo, en from the gat, 
from Ur, ol the Chaldees, which was ſituated to the 

ealtward of the land of Canaan, probably in tha 
eaſtern parts of Meſopotamia.— Called him to his foot, 
that be might unplicitly obey his commands, and at- 
tend him whitherſoeyer his providence ' might lead 
the way. Cave the nations before him, when he with 
his trained ſervants purſued four kings, and, ſmote 
them; and when his poſterity, in following ages, de- 


ſtroyed the nations of Canaan, and acquired dominion 


over many princes,.— He gave them as the duſt to his 
fword, &c. The ſword and the bow of this victo - 


tious warrior, and of his deſcendants,” drove away 


their enemies, and ſcattered them with fuch' eaſe 


and rapidity, as duſt and dry ſtubble are carried away 


by a ſtrong wind. Thoſe who eſcaped from ſlaughter. 
he vigorouſly purſued, and notwithſtanding the dan- 
gers to which he was expoſed, and his ignorance, of 
the country through which he paſſed, he was pre- 


ſerved in ſafety. The whole hiſtory of this great 


man and his poſterity, (who I ſuppoſe are here in- 
cluded) from the time be left the land of his nativi- / 
ty, down to the day wherein this diſcourſe was de- 
lvered, and to the hour in which I now ſpeak, afford 
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2 ſtanding proof of the power and providence of the 


true God, a ſtriking demonſtration: of the 


care and unchangeable faithfulneſs of Jehovah. - 1 


The words under conſideration, are applicable to 
Cyrus king of Perſia, celebrated for wiſdom, equity, 
generoſity, clemency, and magnanimity; the moſt 
accompliſhed monarch: that ever governed any em- 
pire. The Roman orator affirms, ' that during his 


whole reign, he was never heard to ſpeak one rough _ 


or angry word * What ſelf-government muſt he 


| have poſſeſſed, who amidſt croſſes, diſappointments, 


unfareſeen accidents, and the intoxicating effects of 
power, never ſhewed any ſymptom of his mind being 


ruffled, or uttered any harſh expreſſion.— Who but 


Almighty God, raiſed him up from the eaſt, from 
Perſia, which lay to the eaſtward of Canaan, exalted 
him to preſide over the kingdom of Perſia, and em- 
ployed him to accompliſh the deliverance of the 
Jewiſh people from Babylon, —Called bim to his foot, 
that he might receive his orders, and execute his 
nm eee the nations before him, &c. the king- 

oms of Armenia, Lydia, and Babylon, with many 
others. In the proclamation he iſſued throughout 
his empire, he faith, * The Lord God of heaven had 


given him all the kingdoms of the earth f. He gave. 


tben as the duſt, &c. God made them flee before 
Him and his victorious army, as the duſt and ſtubble 
are driven and ſcattered by the wind.—He purſued 


them, &c. who fled, and made them ſubmit to his 
authority. Amid all the perils he ſuſtained in tra- 
verſing unknown tracts of country, in paſſing the 
Tigris, the Euphrates, and other great rivers, he was 
preſerved unhurt to accompliſh the deſigns of provi- 
dence.— The aſtoniſhing enterpriſes, the wonderful 
{ſucceſs of this illuſtrious prince, whom the Moſt High 
God employed to fulfil his council, according to the 
predictions of his prophets, can be aſcribed only ta, 


the powerful operation of the God of Iſrael. Though 


1 Cicero, lib. 1. ep. 2. ad Q. fratrem. + Ezra dS. 
| 1 3 
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this great man did not ariſe in the caſt for a long 
time after this appeal was made to the nations, yet. 
memorable predictions were delivered conce 
which no human ſagacity could have deviſed, which 
no power leſs than divine could have executed. 
Predictions which the omnipotence and veracity of 
| Jehovah were engaged to fulfil, and conſequently'the 

event might be conſidered as perfectly certain, and 

be mentioned in prophetic, language, as if already 
come to paſs. This argument alone, properly. Ae 

dered, ſerves to evince the ſupreme divinity of Jeho- 
vah, and therefore in concluſionof this article, I addreſs 
you in the words of Moſes to the children of Iſrael, 


Know therefore this day, and conſider it in thine 


heart that the Lord, he is God in heaven above, and 
upon the earth beneath; there is none elſe. Thou 
' ſhalt keep therefore his ſtatutes, and his command - 
' ments which T command thee this day . Ce. 5 


4 ' Who hath wrought and done it, calling 


the generations from the beginning! ? I the 


LORD, the firſt, and with the laſt, 1 am: he. 


The Lord God would have the eminent diſplay of 
his power and providence now mentioned, to be atten- 
tively viewed, as his peculiar operation, who worketh 
all in all; He would have the inhabitants of the earth 
to conſider, that the revolutions. of ſtates and em- 


pires does not proceed from what is called fate =. 


chance, but from the all-wiſe Governor of the uni- 
verſe, who preſides over all human affairs, and doth 
according to his pleaſure in heaven and earth. Think 
then who hath done the wonderful things to which 
our prophet refers, calling the generations from the 3. 
ginning, into exiſtence, raiſing up men in every age 
to occupy the ſtations he aſſigns them, and ta perform 
the work he appoints them; determining the time 
wherein they ſhould make their appearance, and the 
len iy of their days; 5 the are: and e LN 
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they were to live, and the bonds of their habit. 
tions. I the 1 ord,” the ff and with the laß, Ian 
be. All theſe things, muſt be attributed to the ſelf. 
exiſtent eternal Jehovah, who never had a beginning, 
and who never ſhall have an end; who is what he 
ever was, and who always will be what he now is. 
He is the firſt cauſe, by whom all things were called 
into being, and the ultimate end in whoſe glory they 
ſhall terminate. The expreſſion. explicitly affirms, 
the. everlaſting, unchangeable nature of - Jehovah, 
which admits not of any alteration or decay. 10 
this eternal God, and not to the idols of the nation 
all events owe their exiftence ; and therefore tho 


who do homage to other gods, ought to turn from 


| thele dead idols to ſerve the living God, and to wait 
for his Son from heaven, who delivered us from the 
wrath to come. FF 


5 The iſles ſaw it, and feared; the ends of 
the earth were afraid, drew near, and came. 


The inhabitants of the iſlands, and the remote 
parts of the earth, were ſpectators of the ſurpriſing 
phœnomenon to which Iſaiah refers; they beheld it 
with aſtoniſhment and conſternation. Agitated by 
fear and terror, leſt they alſo ſhould be ' vanquiſhed 
leſt ſuperſtition and idolatry ſhould be deſtroyed, 
the worſhip of the true God eſtabliſhed ; they excited 
one another to fabricate idols, from whom they might 
requeſt affiſtance and deliverance. And thoſe who 

dwelt in places of the world fartheſt diſtant from the 
ſcene of action, were likewiſe overwhelmed with feat. 
and diſmay ; they marvelled, (as it is written in the 
48th Pſalm) © they were troubled : fear took hold of 
them, and pam, as of a woman in travail. Te) 
drew near, that they might conſult one with another 
what meaſures were proper to be adopted on this e- 
mergency; when to appeaſe their idols, and to gbtaif 
their aid, they determined to act with unanimity ant 
vigour, in the manner related in the next wi that 

A Ne follows. 
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the part of thoſe emp 
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6 They help ed every one his neighbour; 


and e ie £0 e deter: ad EY 
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5 wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, far from making pre. 


per impreſſions on the minds of the people addicted 
to idolatry; and itiducing them to unite im the praiſes 
of Jehovah, for his Wonder works to the children 


of men, produced very different effects. They af 


boeiated together, that they might contribute to ſups 


port and extend Idolatrous practices. Prompted- by 8 
a ſcrupulous regard to the blind idols which they 
ſerved, every one affifted another in Yo (cone the 
deteſtible ſu perſtition to which they had long been 
inured — And every ont ſuid, &c. The general opi- 
nion was, that courage, activity, and expedition on 
ed in forming graven images, 
was the moſt proper 721 of operation which theß 
could execute at prefent. Accordimgly, they pro. 
ceeded to ſtimulate each other to the practice of pro- 


fanity and wickednefs, if poſſible to thwart the bene. 


volent deſigns of Providence, | 


7 So the carpenter e he 8610 
ſmith, and he that ſmootheth ꝛbit the hammer, | 


him that {mote the anvil, ſaying, It ir ready 


for the ſodering; and he faſtened i it with nauls N 
that it ſhould not be moved. e 


Tradeſmen engaged in fabricating Hol buſy i in 1 
their different employments, are here repreſented ek - 
citing one another to diſpatch in their ſeveral de- 
pa:tments, that images of every ſort might be com- 
pleted without delay. Their activity and zeal is 
imply deſcribed, in terms which do not require 
any explanation. Permit me, however to lay, that 
the affiduous efforts of theſe people to maintain 
and promote abominable idolatry, ought to ESE 
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8 But thou, Iſrael, art my ſervant, Jacob 


g 


whom I have choſen, the ſeed of Abra 


am my 


P 2 7 1 

; , 2 Fan 4 3 
i 4 N 1 140 % M4 

1 * 8 * 


Our Prophet now proceeds to, adminiſter canfols. 
tion to the afflicted church of God, by addrefling to 
them the moſt reviving affurances of ſupport and re. 


lief. The appellations which are here given, them 
' firſt. demand our attention.—Ifrael and Jacob, are 


the reſpectful deſignations given to the poſterity of 


o 


the renowned patriarch who was called by theſ 
names. They are ſeldom denominated by the name 


of Iſaac; not becauſe he was leſs worthy of regard 


than his ſon, but as he was the progenitor of the Idu- 
means, as well as of the people whom God appro- 
priated to himſelf, his name could not have ſo'pro- 
perly diſcriminated. them from every other natia! 
In the words before us, are compriſed not only the 
deſcendants from Jacob, according to the fleſh, but 
Hkewiſe all his ſpiritual poſterity. Though the'Jews 
were primarily intended, yet this part of the diſcourſe 
muſt. be transferred, and applied to the church at 
large, profeſling faith in God and his ſalvation. To 
them, eſpecially in circumſtances of diſtreſs, the de- 
ſignation is peculiarly ſuitable; for the patriarch him- 
ſelf, experienced many afffictions, from all which he 
was delivered through the tender mercy and care of 


. God. When in trouble and perplexity, when viſited 


With trials of his faith and patience, he wreftled with 


God in prayer, he had power, and prevailed; the 


Lord heard him in the day of his diſtreſs, and'was 


with him in the way that he went. On theſe, and 


other accounts, did Iſrael afford an eminent type of 


tmhe church of God contending with various afflictions, 


who become more than conquerors through him that 


loved them. —Ifrael is here deſigned the ſervant of 4 


God. This honourable character belongs to him in 
INC Pros png 
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common with the whole church, who having re- 


nounced the other lords who had dominion over them, 


yield unlimited ſubjection to the Lord their God, ſo- 
licitous to know and obey his will. Senſible of his 
unalienable right to them, and their beſt ſervices, 
each of them are ready to adopt the words of a cele- 


blrated king of Iſrael, * Lord, I am thy ſervant, truly 


I am thy ſervant *. Employed in his ſervice, which 
is honourable and glorious, they have recourſe to 
him for all neceſſary proviſion, for protection from 
evil, for ſupport under afflition, and ſtrength for the 
performance of duty. Mbom I have cho Wen, not on 
account of any ſuperior excellence that they poſſeſſed 
above other people; of this the literal Iſrael were often 
admoniſhed by Moſes, and afterward by Ezra and 
Nehemiah, but becauſe the Lord loved them. In 
his ſovereign good pleaſure, he ſelected them from 


among all the nations that are on the face of the 


earth, to be a peculiar treaſure unto himſelf. Theſe 


7 diſtinguiſhing characters are no leſs appropriate to 
the ſpiritual Iſrael, who ' are indeed the ſervants of 
the living God, whom he hath choſen not accordin "g | 


to their works, but according to his own purpoſe an 
grace, that he may be gloritied: in them; and that 
Chat. may glorify him in all I through Jens 
The ſeed ee my „ind The church, un- 
der the Old Teſtament, were literally the children 
of this renowned patriarch, who in this and two other 
paſſages of ſcripture, is honoured with the high cha- 


racter of the friend of God . Volumes written in 
praiſe of this great man, could not ſay more than 


what is contained in theſe few words. To underſtand 
their import, recollect the diſpenſations of providence 
toward him, how it pleaſed God to treat him; ang 
then mark Abraham's character, and obſerve his con, 


duct toward God. On the part of Jehovah, we behold 


the moſt amiable Cake ba, the moſt endearing 
eee W expreſied- in effectual 1 


Pa cxvi, 16. cher 7 James i u, 23. 
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in the gin of righteouſneſs, in the care of Providence, 
in many gracious promiſes, in familiar int eroaurſa, 
in the gommunication of his ; purpoſes, in the ſeals 
and bleſſings of his covenant, and the pleaſing hope 
of his eternal ſalvation. On the part ef Abraham, 
we ſee ſtrong faith in God, fervent love, profound 
reverence, unlimited confidence, promph obedience 
to the moſt trying commands, patient ſubmiſſion to 
the divine will, and inviolable attachment to the ho, 
nour and worſhip of the true God, whoſe favour he 
enjoyed. In this manner was expreſſad the ſacred 
u that ſubſiſted betwixt God and Abraham, 
How honourable to be called the children of this be, 
loved familiar friend of the moſt high God, this pughty 
1 0 this eminent prophet, this "father of the faith, 
ul, this example of all them that believe. Of this 
privilege, the Jews who doubtleſs were ſenſible that 
the upright ſervants of God, are often the means of 
conveying to their poſterity the moſt important be, 
nefits, boaſted to our Saviour when they exultingly 
ſaid. We have Abraham to our father *. It ſeems 
to have been an eſtabliſhed maxim, that thoſe who 
form themſelves on any perſon of diſtinguiſhed ex · 
cellence, and live as he did, ſhould be called his 
children. On this acknowleged principle, Abraham 
is the father of all them that believe, who walk in 
his ſteps, and do his works as truly ag of his natural 
poſterity. So then, they that are of faith, axe hleſſed 
with faithful Abraham, they are the ſpiritual poſteri 5 
of the friend of God, who are addreſſed in the wo 
T have been 1 Ik you, brethren, claim this 
honour, it is indiſpenſibly requiſite that you ſtudli · 
ouſly' endeavour to maintain intimate Communion 
with God, that you take his counſel in every emer 
gency, and be ſolicitous in all 8 8 N Pane me | 
and to advance his glory, - 


9 Thau whom 1 have taken 8 the to 
; of the earth, and called thee from the, ny 
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men thereof, and faid unto thee, Thou art my 
ſervant; ; * bah 9 e not ee 


away. 
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n fabſtantiat t of God's alas NF 
for Abraham are here ſpecified...-[ haus taken thee 
From the ends of the earth. The Hebrew word here 


uſed to denote this generous act, ſignifi 
tion of a mighty valiant man, Who 


es the exer- 
hold of a 


weak and feeble: n and kindly natohey. hin 
from imminent rich mercy, 


God was pleaſed to Ks hold on Abrahaay, and bring 
him forth from his native country, where he” 


have periſbe bag he not been reſcucd from win. 


I lenrure il lands that lay at à great diſtance | 
from War are 1 — of as the ends of the carth. 
A remarkable inſtance occurs in Jeremiaþ xxxi. . 


where, the reſtoration of. the Jews from Aff Lal bei to 
Judea is foretold in theſe e Behold I 


« them from the north eo 
the ends of the 4 9 And: 


thou waſt intimately c 


aſſociate. And aid unto thee, Thau art my. 


Ever ſince thy vacation, this 15 


I have uſed in ſpeaking ta thee thy pate 
Then art my 


my prophets in every age, 


the language 


, and gather them 
as Ur of. the —_ 
was a country very remote G em the lah of Paleſ 
it bears this deſignation in the verſe before vs,—-4n 
called thee, from the. chief men thereaf, with w whom 
onnected, and didſt frequently 


Tk 


Ny 


whom I have admitted into my preſence, and Ems 


ployed in executing. m 
will confer the moſt im & EE 


ſen thee, „ and ho peleſs ſtate, ta be 


ure, and on 


Nee 1 


portant benefits. ¶ have ho-. 


the object of my love, and the e of advan- 


cing my Boi e 70 4 thee away,' opt of, my 
favour, natwithſtan the fpulings and im 80 | 
tions which thou haſt e diſcoyered 


you ſee, that God doth not xejett 


ö peo - 
ple whom he foreknew and ed His Jove is un- 
FRG F repen- 


** 


tance. 


tance. The bleings enjoyed. by-k his "EAA 
e account of their merits, but proceel 


| = 


from the purpoſe and grace of God. Theſe impor. 
tant truths are every where inculcated by the ſacred 


writers, and particularly by Iſaiah; in the wards 1 
Are now been inluſtrating. ae 996; El Ke 
1 Ly 


10 Fear on not, for. 1 an „ with thee; * 1 
not diſmayed, for I am thy 'C I will 
ſtrengthen thee ; yea, I will belp them ea, 
Iwill Spots thee bp the 9 22 hand nd of my 
righteoufneſ 5 


Too the preceding eohdiſcending addreſs, * 1 fab. 
joined an animating exhortatibn inforced by the moſt 
perſuaſive arguments ſuited to excite faith and ou . 
dence in God. To claim the greater attention, the 
admonition is repeated. ear thou not; be not dit 

mayed. The fear or diſmay which the people of 
God are directed to lay afide, ariſes from the dread ol 


evil, real or ſuppoſed, from ſuſpicion and diſtruſt of 


he kind providence and faithful promiſes of God; 
t enfeebles and diſturbs the mind, it fills the heart 
with conſternation, it incapacitates for duty, it pro- 

duces anxiety and uneaſineſs, it prevents the 25 
ment of tranquillity and cee whilſt it Hifi 
to look to improper means for obtaining relief. I 
' fervants of God are here required to diſmiſs this diſl 
trefling paſſion. Fear thou not the enemies where with 
you have to contend, they that be with you be more 
than they that be with them. Greater is he that is 10 
you, than all they that are, or can be againſt you; 


and therefore you may boldly ſay, If God be for 


© us, who can be againſt us, tho' an hoſt ſhould 


* encamp againft me, in this will I be co fident, my | 
© heart {hall not fear. Be not diſmayed the dif- 


ficulties you may have to encounter. As they ſtart 


up into view in thick ſucceſſion, deſpondency may 


be apt to exclaim, Who is ſufficient. for theſe things? 
But be of * our INE God you ſhall da 
Ry y 


/ 


fn, nd and and awd cc PI 2 2 3 
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yaliantly, nk warugquith all that oppoſition which c- 


caſionally ſeems ſo formidable. In the words of, the . 
prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel and his com 


ge ſtrong, faith the Lord, and work My Spirit re- 3 


maineth among you; fear ye not . Fear not 
any of thoſe things you may ſuffer. - Though you 
ſhould be called to fuſtain perſecution, oppoſition, and 
trouble as an evil-doer, and be treated as an objet 
of contempt, on account of ſteady attachment to the 
ſervice of God. be not diſmayed and terrified. If 
you be reproached for the name of Chriſt, happy are 
youz for the Spirit of glory and of God reſteth upon 
you; on their part he is evil ſpoken of, on yo re 
_ * he is glorified. If you ſaifer for righteouſneſs ke, 
the benodifion of the-Son of God ſhall be your por- 


tion; and God will not allow you to be tempted or 


tried above that you are able to bear, but with the 
temptation will make a way to eſcape, that you may 
be able to bear it. Thou ſervant of the living God, 
fear not, neither be diſmayed. Shrink not at the 
approach of danger; 3 be not terrified by the aſſaults 
of thine enemies, however formidable they may ap- 
pear. That kind and gracious maſter whom thou 
ſerveſt, forbids you to allow your heart to be a 
or trouhled. 45 | 

For I am with thee. Divers powerful motives are 


ſuggeſted to enforce compliance with the above di- 


rection.I the everlaſting God the Lord, for whom | 
all things are - Poſſible, - whoſe mercy endureth, e- 
ver, and whoſe faithfulneſs never faileth; I, even I, 
will protect thee by my providence, 1 will guide ] 

thee by my counſel, I will affiſt and ſupport. thee by © - 
my grace. Such is the comprehenſive import of 
theſe few words, that they include preſervation from 
danger, ordeliverance out of it, endearing expreſſions 


of peculiar favour, with all neceflary „ under 


the preflure-of afficton. The firm belief of this e- 


viving promiſe, inſpired the king of Iſrael with un- 


aunted fortitude amidſt the enemies with whom he 


was 
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Vns encompaſſed; fo that he could ſay with. 
* The Lord is on my . ſide, I will not fear . Tus 
gracious aſſurance,” which was firſt given to etcou- 
rape the patriarch Jacob to return to the land of his 
Fathers, was afterward renewed to ſeveral eminent 
men of God under the Old Teſtament, and is here 
recorded for the encouragement of the faithful in al 
ages. am thy God. Language cannot expreſs; not 
heart conceive the full import of theſe words; Saith 

\ Codd, I who am infinitely greater and more excellent 
than all the gods of the nations, I who am all- un. 
cient, poſſeſſing eternal glory and ine xhauſtible treq- 
fares, I am thy God who entered into covenant with 
Thee, and thou becameſt mine, my peculiar property, 
the objec of my diſtinguiſhing love, and the honours 
ed inſtrument of advancing my gloty. Thou ſaldſt 
unto- me, Thou art my Lord, my ſure portion, which 
J have choſen, my gracious' Father, whom I love 
and obey. In this manner having become thy God, 
my perfections ſhall be employed to ad vance thy beſt 
intereſts; my promiſes ſhall be fulfilled; -where« 


| 
ing to divine teſtimony, and the acknowledgments [ 
of the moſt eminent ſaints, you find. "nn ififuffi« A 
cient to perform any good thing, 1 will imparx to you 5 
new vigour, a iſh you for every good work. 
You cannot doubt of my ability, to whom you have t 
often heard that power appertains, and to whom be- y 
longs the ftrength.of the hills. You cannot call iti fl 
eftion my inclination and readineſs to-affift;who hath a 
voluntarily pledgedany veracity,that in every time of * of 
need youſhallhave renewed communicatiofisof this ne- : 
t 


©. Pla cavii. 6, _ „ 
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ſhall experience, that as your day is ſo e 8 


8 


By granting you clear perceptions of the evidence 


and import of divine truth, I will eſtabliſ your fuith; 


and by bringing you to the firm perſuaſion of my 
fayour and veracity, I will — your hope and 
truſt unto the end. Tua, I will help thee. One ex- 


preſſion is added to another, to give the fulleſt aſſu- 


rance of the extenſive aid and ſupport which every 
true Ifraelite may expect. God, my brethren, is the 
helper of the helpleſs; though friends ma fall and 
forfake him, the Lord will afford him all neceſſary 
aſſiſtance, according to his promiſe. By ſeaſonable 
interpoſitions of his providence, he will ſuccour you 
in the time of trouble, or deliver you from your di- 
ſtreſs; he will defend you from evil; and fo diſpoſe 
of all your concerns, that you may enjoy ſafety, and 
attain to victory and glory. To excite you to dili- 
improvement of the means he hath inſtituted; 
he de wil ſometimes render them effectual for giving 
you relief; to demonſtrate that he is an all- ſufſicient 
help, he will ſometimes convey it to ydu without the 


intervention of means; and to ſhew that every in- 


ſtrument derives its efficacy from him, he will ſomes 
times give you help by the moſt inconſiderable 
means. In which ever way he verifies his promiſe to 
you, he will enable you to triumph in the words of 
that beautiful hymn wherein the church is taught 


to give God the glory of their preſervation, « Our 
: help is in the name of the Lord who made 2 | 


* and earth Xx | 
The upright ſervant of God, being thus affured of 
the divine preſence and ſupport, may now ſubmit 
without timidity or diſmay to the moſt-grieyous af- | 
fictions. But to remove every poſſible ground of | 
anxiety that might ariſe from the long continuance 


of diſtreſs, God is pleaſed explicitly to declare Ara, 


F will uphold thee, I will ſo: powerfully ſuſtain thee, 

that thou ſhalt be kept from find ſinking under the ac- 

cumulated weight of calarnitieh 1 will furniſh thee \ 
1 HE: es e A 5g with | 


* pfal. exxiv. 8. 
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With freſh / vigour. and courage; when to 
fuccumb, I will be thy ſtay, and will — wita- 
ble means and inſtruments to preſerve thee from fall. 
ing into deſpondency, under the preſſure of diſtreſs. 
I the Lord, who love the righteous, who raiſeth up 
thoſe that are. bowed down, will ſtretch out my om- 
nipotent arm to uphold thee, when oppreſſed with fin 


and ſorrow, and in mercy will again ſet thee upright. 


This I will: do—IWith the right hand of my righteoufs 
_ neſs, by the exertion of my mighty power, that can 
do all things, and which is always conducted in a 
manner perfectly conſiſtent with conſummate equity, 
with the honour of my government, and the aſſu- 
rances contained in my word of truth. — Theſe ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes God remarkably 
fulfilled to his ſervants, deſtitute of all human aſſiſt- 
ance, in the time of the Maccabees, when he'won- 
derfully ſuſtained them under the heavy calamities 
they ſuffered, and inſpired them with heroic courage 
to oppoſe and. vanquiſh their. enemies. Nor were 
they leſs con{Þicuouſly accompliſhed to the diſciples 
of Teſus Chriſt in the early ages of the Chriſtian church, 
when conflicting with the virulent oppoſition of their 
powerful adverſaries. The rich diſplays which they 
exhibit of the abundant grace of the Lord God, ought 
to be conſidered by ſinners of mankind, as moſt per- 
ſuaſive arguments to excite them to the exerciſe of 
thoſe amiable diſpoſitions, which they are intended to 
cheriſh. And by the upright among men, they ought | 
to be improved as ſtrong encouragements, to depen- 
dance on God and obedience to his will, in the plea- 
ſing hope of enjoying the pv ee benefits _ 
contain. | 


11 Behold, all 3 chat were 3 Ia ga 
thee ſhall be aſhamed and confounded: they 
| ſhall be as nothing; = they that ſtrive with 

thee ſhall periſh, 


Another N of conſolation pointed out to ) the 
| * 


ME $5 


ey 
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ſervants of God, i is derived from the; certain victory. : 
they ſhall obtain over their enemies, and the aſſu- 


xance of their total deſtruQtion.—They are repreſent- 


ed as being greatly enraged at Iſrael, on account f | 


the ſtrong oppoſition they had ſhewn to their wicked 


practices, and the firm attachment they diſeovered : 
to the worſhip and ſervice of the living God. 


For theſe and other reaſons, bad men are greatly ex- 


alperated and inflamed with rage againſt the people 


of God, whom they haraſs and perſecute. Perſons 


of this character ſhall be recompenſed i in due time. 
— They ſhall be aſhamed and confounded. Their pu- 


"aha ſhall be ſuitable and proportioned to their 
crimes. They aimed to put to ſhame, to confound, 


to contemn, and to deſtroy the choſen ſervants of Je- 8 


hovah at whom they were exceedingly irritated. As 
the juſt retribution of this odious conduct, Iſrael are 


invited to contemplate them receiving the juſt re- 


ward of their deeds. They ſhall be covered with 


ſhame and confuſion on account of their egregious 
folly ; they ſhall be perplexed and troubled at the 
remembrance of their wickedneſs, and with the pro- 


ſpect of inevitable ruin.— þey ſhall be as nothing. 


They ſhall become baſe and comtemprible, they ſhall | 


be deprived entirely of power and influence, and be 
brought to nought—They that ftrive with thee ſhall. 


periſh. They who 4 he with thee and endeayour 
by ſtrife and violence, to reſiſt the force of truth and 
innocence, to injute by various ways thy beſt intereſts, 


and to deſtroy thy peace and comfort; ſhall periſh 


from off the earth, and fall into irremediable geſtrue- 


tion. Malignant rage, and virulent oppoſition, di- 
rected againſt the people of God, is a daring affront 


offered to the Almighty ; it is a flagitious attempt to 
counteract the deſigns of his. providence and grace, 
to deſtroy his image and temple from among men; 
and therefore we cannot be ſurpriſed when informed, 

that they who act in this manner ſhall be conligned | 


to perdition. 
12 Thou 


— 
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12 Thou ſhalt ſeek them, and ſhalt not find 
them; even them that contended with thee: 
they that war againſt thee ſhall be as noting, 
ad as a thing of nought. 


The ſubject introduced in the mocking 7 1 
here continued and amplified.— The perſons who | 
were to be ſought for in vain, are the furious perſe. 
cutors of the ſervants of God, who with great rancour 
and rage, contended with them on account of the 
reel ples and practices to which they were inviola- 

ly attached, and who were therefore configned todde. 
ſtruction. Though like a mighty river overflowing 
its banks, that runs with the utmoſt impetuoſity; they 
threatened ruin to all that ſtood in their way, yet be- 
ing themſelves unexpettedly overthrown, they were 
to be ſought for in vain. According to the prediction 
of the royal prophet, The wicked ſhall periſh, and 
© the enemies of the Lord ſhall be as the fat of lambs; 
they ſhall confume, into ſmoke ſhall they conſume 


© away *. «© They paſſed away, and, lo, they are not; 


yea, I ſought them, but they could not be found f. 
— The latter part of this verſe contains the ſame ſen- 
timent expreſſed in the former verſe, and ſtrongly ſug- 
geſts this uſeful remark, that the malicious actions 
done by falſe brethren to the people of C ta 
the perpetrators to deſolating judgments. Man 
ſtances of this ſort are recorded in ſcripture; of 
I only mention one at preſent. - The Edomites, 2 


their unfriendly conduct toward the poſterity of Ja- 


cob incurred this awful denunciation of divine ven- 
geance: For thy violence againſt thy brother Ja- 
+ cob; ſhame ſhall cover thee; and thou ſhalt becut 
off for ever 1. - Thus it came to pals in the times 
of the Maccabees, in the early ages of the Chriſtian 
chureh;.and in ſubſequent 1 as Tt eh rnd 
bong were it neceliary.” 855 


7 3 Fo or & the LORD 70 God with hold th 
| Tigi 
l xxxvii. 20. 0 Ver. 36. 4 Obadiab, ver. 10. 
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right hand, ſaying unto thee, Fear not, I will 
help .... 
Our Prophet fepeats the reviving truth he fd Ad. 
vanced in ver. 10. as a ground of confolation -t6 - 
the dejected ſervants of God reduced to the utmoſt 
extremity of diſtreſs. If it be aſked, how enn they 
expect to behold their enemies diſperſed and brought = 
to nothing; a ſatisfying anſwer is 17 in the words 
before us; which afford a freſh difplay of the divine 
condeſcenſion, and the gracious regard that God ne- 
ver fails to diſcover for his people if elteurtiftatices'of 
affliction. Their diſmaying fears often return, and 
therefore to diſpel them, he is pleaſed once and again 
to ſuggeſt the moſt animating aſſurances, that they 
may make the deeper impreſſion on their minds. 
Though theſe repetitions may ſeem tedious or unne- 
ceſſary to thoſe who perceive niot their beauty unt 
importance, they ſerve to confirm the comfortable 
truths they contain, and to excite firm confidence in 
the promiſes of Jehovah... They awaken attention, 
and render the impreſſion of what is reiterated deeper 
and more durable. With theſe views, Iſaiah again 
inculcates What he had already aſſerted, upon the 
principle adopted by the apoſtle of the Gehtiles 
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Jo write the ſame things to you, to me is not grie= _ 
vous, but for you it is ſafe &. Frequently rere | 
in your thoughts, my brethren, theſe 'confulatory 
words, until you become well acquainted with their 
import; earneſtly. pray that they may be verified 
unto you, until you experience their joyful arcom- 
pliſhinfrſ k S077 00 ne ot 
„ i 


14 Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and 10 e 7 
of Hrael: I will *y thee, faith the LORD, 
and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Iſrael. "| 


: his animating exhortation is again addrefie2' to 
hy Jacob and Iſrael, with whoſe names two dimitiutive . 
5 | h A I Phil, ii. 1. 1 \ | 
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appellations are united. With the former is joined 


the deſignation of a worm; and with the latter, that 


of men or mortals, as the Hebrew word ſignifies. 
Though the firſt of theſe epithets is very humiliating, 


yet it is certainly applicable to every individual in | 


the church of God. Thoſe who through divine mer. 
cy are elevated to the enjoyment of the glorious pri- 


vileges ſpecified in the preceding verſes, and who 


feel the remains of pride and other corrupt paſſions, 
need to be reminded of their infignificance, and con- 


ſequent unworthineſs of ſuch ineſtimable benefits. 
vants, and the ſubſtantial bleſſings whereby they are 


enriched, are conferred, not on account of their in- 


 trinſic excellence or dignity, but for his own:name's 


ſake. —Fzar not, ſaith God, thou weak, deſpicable, 


The tender compaſſion which God ſhews to his ſer- 


defenceleſs creature, who art liable to be trampled . 
upon by wicked men of the earth, and cruſned un- 


der the feet of violence; who art incapable of reſiſt, 


ing the force that would oppreſs and deſtroy thee 
ected condition, ſilent, 


overlooked, and e, by the mighty, the rich, 


Thou who art in a low neg 


and the noble, as the filth of the world, and the off 


ſcouring of all things, thou who ſaith, behold, I am 


vile; I ch myſelf in duſt and aſhes—Thou who in 


theſe and other reſpects, art conformed to my righ- 


teous ſervant, who in his humiliation, according to 
propheey, notwithſtanding his tranſcendent excel- 
lence, hall compare himſelf to the loweſt reptile - 
which his own hand hath formed *.—7e mortals of _ 
Vrael, who are ſprung of the duſt, frail, uncertain, dy- 


ing creatures, who are liable to intumerable diſeaſes | 
and accidents, whereby you may be cut off from the f 


land of the living. From the day of your natiyity 
and firſt appearance upon earth, you are continually, 


obnoxious to diſſolution and death, and every mo: 


ment approaching nearer to mortality. Le few men 


LY 


of Iſrael, as the original word is rendered on the mar- 


gin, whoſe number is now comparatively . ; 
wah. 


See baun xx 7. 
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what it once was, before ye were cut mort in righ- 


for his peculiar treaſure, who are apt to be incum- 


bered by fears and cares, both as to your temporal 


and ſpiritual concerns, as to your preſent and future 


| flate—Toyoul repeat the admonition 1 have once 
and again delivered, Fear not. Tg 


I wilk help thee, ſaith the J. nk Sc. To engage 
you to comply with this ſalutary direction, I once 


more ſuggeſt that powerful motive which ought to 


teouſneſs. Ve little flock, which God hath ſelected 


baniſh from your minds every timorous apprehen- 


lion. TI the Lord will not only afford thee, the ne- 
ceſſary aid communicated to mankind in general, but 


to thee I will ſuperadd the ſpecial aſſiſtance of my Spi- 


enemies; Iwill protect thee from evil, and give thee 

the inclination, ability, and opportunity of doing that 

which is well pleaſing in my ſight. Of this ſeaſon- 

able help, you have the moſt explicit aſſurance given 

you by the Lord, the eternal, omnipotent, faithful 

Jehovah, who can impart with infini ite eaſe at 4 
e 


times, and in all places, the pn that you ne 
and which he hath promiſed.— 8 Redeemer, 


who redeemed thy father Jacob 3 evil, who 
delivered his poſterity from Egyptian bondage, and. 
who ſaves his ſpiritual Iſrael from all their iniquities, 

and from the 2 of all their enemies.—The Holy 


One of Iſrael, from whom all their ſanctity proceeds, 
and who in their ſervices and aſſemblies is celebrated 


it and grace; I will reſcue thee from the hands of thy _ | 


and ſanctified by them. Theſe amiable charaQers 


here claimed by Jehovah give ſatisfying ſecurity to- 


his peculiar people, that he will be their all- ſufficient 
help; and therefore they ought not to indulge ſinful | 
flaviſh fears, that may prove highly prejudicial to | 


themſelves, and diſhonourable to God. They ought 


, help in trouble; 5 e will not we fear, Sc.“ 


' Ms Behold 
Nl hd 2, 2. 


_ 


rather to take courage, and ſay with the church of 
old, God is our refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent . | 


\ 
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15 Behold I will make thee a new ſhatp 


threſhing enden er having teeth; thou ſhalt 
s, and beat them ſmall, and $ 


threſh the mountai 
malt make the hills as chaff. 


The Lord, the Redeemer, the 100 hs a 1 
ally declares that he was about to accompliſh; 


by means of his people, great things, far beyond their 


expectation. Though afflicted and deſpiſed, they 
were not only to repel the attacks of their enemies, 


aſſiſted by the powers of this world, but through the 


aid of the Almighty they were to ſubdue many great 
and powerful princes, and to bring them into ſubjec- 


tian to their Lord and Redeemer.—Behold, I willmake ; 


thee a new ſhar, 75 threſbing inſtrument, &c. This figura- 
—— ems tohave been taken fromthe threſh. 
ing inſtruments anciently uſed among eaſtern nations, 
which at preſent I ſhall not attempt to deſcribe, ha- 
ving mentioned the different kinds of thefe machines, 
when diſcourſing from chap. xxviii. 27. Nor will I 


ſtay to embelliſh this metaphor, or to juſtify the ap- 
plication of it, which is plainly intended to give a 


ſtriking repreſentation of the ſlaughter and diſperſion 
of the wicked. The force and ſuitableneſs of this 
image to illuſtrate the ſubject, affords ſufficient rea- 


fon for its adoption.—Having teeth well fitted to ex- 


ecute the important purpoſe which thou ſhalt be the 


means of accompliſhing.—Thou ſhalt threſh the moun · 5 
tains. Theſe words muſt be underſtood, not in the 
literal, but in the metaphorical ſenſe. The ſtate of - 
mankind reſembles the uneven ſurface of the earth, 


ſome parts of which are low, and others high and 


moyntainous. In like manner, ſome people are iu a 
low ſituation, ſome ſtand on a level with the great 
bulk, ſome, like mountains, are elevated high above 


others. Theſe laſt mentioned are the perſons here 
intended. In this view, the prediction imports, that 
Iſrael, the peculiar people of God, were to be em- 
ployed by divine Providence in beating down and 


un to N their MER enemies among 


whom 


„ CCC 
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whom were many mighty princes and great ee 
whoſe pomp and grandeur ſhould be trampled upon 
and deſtroyed. — And beat them ſmall. So complete 
was to be the conqueſt they ſhould obtain over their 
formidable adverſaries, that they were to be reduced 
to the moſt abject ſubmiſſion, and deprived of their 
former dignity and importance. And fhalt make the 
hills as chaff, which being light and inconſiderable, 
is driven away and diſperſed by the wind. Thoſe 
powerful kings and princes, thoſe mighty empires 
and ſtates that ſupported ſuperſtition- and idolatry, 
and obſtructed the progreſs of the ſervants of God, 
employed in propagating his kingdom, were accord- 
ing to this prophecy, to be deſtroyed. We may not, 
however, ſuppoſe that the kingdom of our Lord and 
his Chriſt, which is not of this world, is inimical to 
the governments eſtabliſhed'on this earth, for promo- - 
ting the order and happineſs of ſociety; 'to the beſt 
intereſts of which it yields the ſtrongeſt ſupport. 
Should they maliciouſly oppoſe the advancement of 
the honour, the authority, and deſigns: of the Go- 
vernor among the nations, they have reaſon to ex- 
pect, that they ſhall be broken in pieces. This pre- 
dition, conſidered in relation to individuals, wind 4 
minds are puffed up with high thoughts, and lofty 
imaginations, which exalt themſelves. againſt the 
knowledge of God, may-denote; that the word of 
truth delivered by his ſervants, and accompanied 
with the powerd of the Holy Spirit, ſhall prove in- 
ſtrumental for diveſting them of the errors they had 
embraced, for ſubduing the pride of their hearts, and 
bringing them with humble gratitude, to ſubmit to 
the righteouſneſs and authority of the Son of God. 
Viewed in reference to ſociety, it may import, that 
by means of the word of God adminiſtered by his 
ſervants, attended with divine, energy, and armed 


with awful threatenings, the powers adverſe to the _ . 


kingdom of God ſhall be demoliſhed. 
16 Thou ſhalt fan them, and the wind ſhall 
. Yor BE. "=" 2” carry 
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5 carry them N and the whirlwind ſhall 
ſcatter them: an 
IL ORD, and ſhalt AL in the PER One of 


thou ſhalt rejoice in the 


x7 hy allafica to 9 e aſed i in ale 3 


ande employment of the threſhing floor, our Pro- 
phet adds force and beauty to the important ſubject 


whereof. he treats. — Thou ſhalt fan them. The fan 
is an inſtrument uſed for the winnowing of corn, in 
order to ſeparate the chaff and the refuſe from the 


good grain, of which there ſeems to have been two 


kinds among the Jews; one that ſerved to turn up 
the wheat to the wind, and the other to blow away 
the ſtraw and the chaff. When therefore God de- 
clares that his people ſhall fan the nations, he fore- 


tels, that they ſhall be the mean of ſeparating the 
good from the bad, the righteous from the wicked ; 


and that through their inſtrumentality, the genuine 


character. and temper of men ſhall be diſcovered. 


Thoſe who eſpouſe their intereſts, ſhall be eaſily dil- 
criminated from them that oppoſe and injure them. 


If they be ſeparated from the ungodly and profane, 
with whom they formerly affociated, and appear pure 


and uncorrupt, they ſhall be eſtimated on account 


of their worth and excellence; but, if after HE 


put to the trial, they ſeem: worthleſs and wi 
they ſhall be diſperſed and abandoned to deſtruction. 
— The wind ſhall carry them away ; affliction and ca- 
lamity ſhall take them away from the enjoyment of 


the riches, the honours, and pleaſures which they 
poſſeſſed and highly valued.— And the whirlwind 


{ ſcatter them. Unexpected direful judgments 
ſhall hurl them with violence from their place, and 
deprive them end of, the influence they had at- 3 


tained. | 
And thou ſhalt rejoce in the Lond. &c. Beboldin 


| the wonderful increaſe of the kingdom of God, and 


the diſperſion of its powerful enemies, thou ſhalt he 


exerted 3 


„ Wr 


* 
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exerted. in thy favour, in the ſeaſanable interpo-: 
ſitions of his providence, in the intimate relations: 
wherein he ſtands connected with thee, in the 
bleſſings of his goodneſs thou haſt received, and * 
the glorious proſpects he hath opened to thy view. 
Your heart ſhall rejoice in the Lord, and yon ſhall- 
joy in the God of your ſalyation, ſo that you 1 ſhall: be 
filled with comfort, and be ane joyful in 


all your tribulations. And lory in the bo- 
ty One of Jjrael. Thou pu t and triumph! 


in God, who is ſupremely n and holy, 
and who haſt, done great things, whereof thou 
haſt cauſe to be glad. Cheriſhing the moſt ex- 
alted ſentiments of his tranſcendent majeſty and ado- 
rable grace, of his incomparable grandeur, and amia- 
ble. condeſcenſion, they ſhall ſo occupy thy heart 


and ingroſs thy affections, that thou ſhalt make thy 


boaſt of God all the day long, and praiſe his name 
for; ever and ever. And on every proper oecaſion, 
thou ſhalt chearfully expreſs unſhaken confidence 


and joy in the mercy, power, and faithfulneſs of him 
who nee his ben and is ſanctified by them. 


5 5 When the poor "and needy ſeek water, 
and there rs none, and their tongue faileth for 
thirſt, I the LORD will hear them, I TH 
God of Iſrael will not forſake them. of 


Another ſaurce of conſolation is here optnell't „ 


the church, when in a deſtitute afflicted condition. 
The people of God are deſcribed in reference to the 
neceſſitous circumſtances in which many of them are 


placed in this preſent world. The Lord and Saviour 
of the world appeared not on earth in the pom pand 
ſplendor of a prince, but in the humble form of a 
ſervant, and was known by the name of a carpenter. 


The firſt miniſters of his kingdom were ſelected 


among poor fiſhermen, by whom the goſpel was 
preached to the poor, whom God hath choſen to he 
uch! in 1 and heirs of the N he 8 


| 
[ 
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miſed to them that love him x. Though ſome mighty 


and noble have been called to glory and virtue, vet 


the bulk of the ſervants of God, are not only · in _ | 


t external circumſtances, but they are all 
f irit, and lowly in their minds; deeply ſenſible 1 
* can never diſcharge that immenſe load of debt 
which they owe to God, that they have n to 
give him worthy of his acceptance, that una nable to 


relieve themſelves, they continually depend on the | 


Giver of all good for every thing that they need, 
With reſpect to their ſpiritual ſtate, they feel their 


_ neceſſities, they acknowledge themſelves deſtitute of 
the true riches; ; and ſolicitous to have their wants 
ſupplied, they place themſelves at wiſdom's gates, 


and importunately knock at the door of a — 
When people of this deſcription, | 


Seek water, and there is none, &c. When dif. | 
treſſed with a painful tenſe of the want of neceſlary 


refreſhments, eflential to their ſubſiſtence and com- 
fort, which in ſome ſituations can hardly be obtained. 


—In this uneaſy forlorn condition, when they in- 


tenſely deſire, and earneſtly ſeek for relief from him 


who fulfils the juſt deſires of them that fear him, 


they are here aſſured they ſhall nor aſk in vain. 
Though like Samſon at Ramoth-Lehi, they are ready 


- to periſh with thirſt, the Lord merciful and gra- 
cious, will grant them ſeaſonable ſupplies of their 
neceſſities.— Deficiency of temporal good things, 

ought to remind us, my brethren, of our ſpiritual - 


wants, as it did the king of Iſrael, who, when diſ- 
treſſed for water, became ſtill more ſenfible of his 


need of God's preſence and blefling. This is indeed 
one deſign for which God reduces his ſervants to 


ftraits ; he deprives them of outward comforts, to 


make them ſenſible of their need of ſpiritual bleſſings, 


which are moſt excellent and durable. We. are 
ſenſible of our temporal neceſſities, we feel uneaſy 
under them, we are anxious to have them relieved, 


__ OY uſe 1 proper mean to ee Ar-. | 


| 1 
® James ii, 5 * 
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is efſential to our comfort. When therefore, wo feel 
the want of what is requiſite to the ſupport of nature, 


let us recollect our greater need of ſupplies of grace, N 


and let us requeſt them from God, with more intenſe 

eſires than ever we felt when parched with thirſt, 
for the water that flows from the pureſt fountain. 
A circumſtances here mentioned, which renders the 
condition of the poor truly deplorable, and which ex. 
cites the divine compaſſion exprefied in the latter 
part of the verſe, viz. There is none. Notwithſtand- 
ing there is commonly abundance of water in the 
fountains, the ſtreams, and the rivers, the people of 
God, in particular places, on ſome occaſions, may be 
viſited with drought, and their fituation be like that 
of the nobles of Judah, who ſent their little ones to 
the waters; they came to the pits, and found no 
water; they returned with their veſſels empty x. 
This painful calamity, exhibits an affecting repreien- 
tation of a more dreadful judgment; a famine not of 
bread and water, but of the word of God, the or- 
dinances of divine inſtitution, the waters of the ſanc- 


| tuary, and the influences of the Holy Spirit; from 


the fatal effects of which the Lord promiſes to deliver 
his people. | rr. 
I the Lord will hear, &c. I whoſe tender mer: 
cies fail not, who am the hearer of prayer, and a 
preſent help in time of need, I will gractoutly 
regard their mournful complaints, and earneſt ſup- 
pucations. This diſtinguithing favour, which in many 
mitances, God hath conferred upon his ſervants, he 
aſſures them ſhall not be withheld in future periods, 
aud that in the greateit ſtraits, he will relieve both 
ticur temporal and ſpiritual neceſſities.—I the God 
0: UHrael, who only doth wondrous things, and who 
hath wrought miracles of mercy for their ſalvation, 
Who am intimately connected with them and hath 
at all times the moſt tender folicitude for their beſt 


Intereſts. —{ will not forjake them. Though for wiſe . | : 


and lalutary purpoies 4 may permit them to fall into 
e e | trouble 


Jer. xiv. 2, 3. 


— 


oy 
ry 5 = — * . _ 2 = 4 . = = ., 2 a a N A * 5 bn _ — 7 " — _ = — R * = N * 3 22 
= 01 tn a gn on Br. . S £.ooon Bro ra edt wo 3 5 - 30 . 1 N rr * 3 6 — 2 rr = lea Ae on * 1 DoF 
: 7 ah i noe es CDS Con «44 _ + —_—_— . — 3 = ro 9 — — . N 
— * o W e <* + . 4 12 — b 3 - CIS % by 4 IE —_ — — y 7 ty > - - a 1 
4 2 — — dats — — 8 bs > — * 33 — = > . —_— —_— SF -— x a - A K 8 2 A — + : —- e 8. a 1 4 "IE * * a r — 25 — py 
D 83 * i * 3 2 + — 5 — EI : th an 4 , : . 
« — 2 : - 4 * 2 at LE — 4 2 _ —— « * . — - . a. - 
% 8 * - - E #. St | SB 85> 
2 : —_— — : * — : . * 8 * * — - > > B © S-- x A — . So r = <4 — — 
- — —_— — - = n * — — - _ * ” 2 = =: 
* . \/ * 


3 ' > LECTURES o Tu Cray. XII. 
trouble and ftraits, in all theſe I will be wih them, 


to ſupport, to revive, and to deliver in the time of 


25 extremity. Far from caſting them off, I will not 
even leave them for a time to ſhift for themſelves; 


but will retain them continually under the care of 


my providence. Let Iſrael then rejoice in him that 


made him; let the children of Zion be joyful in their 
King, whoſe glory and good-will ſhines with ſuch | 
amiable luſtre, in the precious promiſes that he hath 


4257 them for their encouragement, 


1-508? 


18 1 will open rivers in high places, 400 


| Ae le in the midſt of the valleys; I wil - 


make the wilderneſs a pool of water, Jer roy 


dry land ſprings of water. 


| To adminiſter more abundant confolationth to 55 
upright ſervants, God aſſures them that he will effect 
the moſt ſurpriſing revolutions to afford them the 


plentiful ſupply of their wants. High places, ex 
tenſive valleys, the wilderneſs, and the dry 


and 


commonly feel moſt the deplorable effects of the 
want of water in time of drought. To diſplay 
the omnipotence of Jehovah, and his tender regard 
to the neceſſities and prayers of his people in diſtreſs, 
he mercifully declares; that in every place, however 
deſtitute of the means of giving them relief, he him- 


ſelf will grant them ample ſupplies of what they molt 


need, and render their ſituation the reverſe of what 
it had been in times paſt. He will rather interpoſe, 


and accompliſh the moſt improbable events, than fut- 


fer his ſervants to remain deſtitute of neceſſary ſup- 


port and refreſhment. Having ſtated what ſeems to 
be the general import of the promiſes now before us, 
In their literal meaning, let us conſider their ſpiritual 


and more recondite ſenſe. In this view, theſe * 
dictions give explicit aſſurance, that the word and 


ordinances of God, accompanied with the 


power of 


the Holy Spirit, were to have free courſe, and to 


flow "OI remarkable ſtren gth and fulneſs among 


_ thok 


3 


to 
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thoſe exalted to diſtinguiſhed eminence, and poſſeſſed 
of lofty ſentiments reſpecting their ſpiritual ſtate— 


That among thoſe celebrated for humility, beauty, and 


fruitfulneſs, ſources of ſacred inſtruction were to be 


opened, from whence the waters of the ſanQuary 
were to be copioully diſperſed and enjoyed in great 


abundance in diſtant places. That in the wildernefs, 
in countries formerly barren and uncultivated, there 


were to be collected together many of thoſe, who, 


endowed with the gifts and graces of the Holy Spi- 
rit, ſhould plentifully diſpenſe - the ordinances of the 
golpel— And that thoſe people who were ſignificantly 
repreſented by dry land, who had continued for long 
time deſtitute of the word and Spirit of God, were to 
be favoured with conſtant plentiful ſupplies of the 
choiceſt ſpiritual bleſſings, whereby they ſhould: be 

refreſhed and comforted. . By thele pleaſant images, 

taken from the natural world; is exhibited the deſi- 

rable change which the Lord God was to produce in 
the church, and the plentiful proviſion that he was 

to make for advancing their happineſs aud conſola- 
tion. That nothing may be wanting to complete 

their felicity, he farther declares, . | 


191 will plant in the wilderneſs the cedar, 


the ſhittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil 


tree: I will ſet in the deſart the fir tree, and 
the pine, and the box tree together. 15 


Other important benefits are here promiſed ta \ he 


faithful ſervants of God, in beautiful figurative lan- 


guage. Seven different kinds of trees are mention- 


ed, and as ſeven is a number ſometimes uſed in ſcrip- 


ture to denote perfection, ſome writers have ſuppo- 
ſed that it here ſerves to expreſs the extenſive pro- 


tection, ſupport, and conſolation which God aſſures 


his people he will confer upon them.— Some of the 


trees ſpecified, as the box, are uſeful for ſhelter from | 


ſtorms, from piercing cold, and ſcorching heat. Some 


of them are ac for magnificent appearance | 
and 


* 
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and excellent timber, ſerving both for ornament and 
ule, as the cedar and the fir tree. Some of them af- 
ford the beſt means of obtaining light, nounſhment, 
and the cure of various diſtempers, as doth the oil 
tree. Now when God foretels that he will plant 
them together in the wilderneſs,” the prediction may 
import, that in the courſe of his providence he will 
_ raiſe up inſtruments to protect, to adorn, to illumi- 
nate, to cheriſh; and comfort his ſervants. In the 
more figurative ſenſe, it intimates, that the Lord God 


would raiſe up, for the benefit of his church, men of 


diſtinguiſhed eminence and uſefulneſs, ſuch as judges 
and generals, to afford them protection; rulers and 
governors, who ſhould prove both ornamental and 


uſeful to them ; and choice miniſters of the word, 
from whoſe doctrine they were to derive defence 


from evil, ſpiritual nouriſhment, and conſolation.— 
If the deſign of God in giving us promiſes is that we 
may be thereby excited to cleanſe ourſelves frotn all 
filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in his 
fear; much more ought the actual enjoyment of the 
benefits contained in them, to promote theſe ſalutary 
purpoſes. All the mercies we receive are intended 
to improve our ſpiritual ſtate, particularly theſe now 
mentioned; nd good were it for us that we had 
not enjoyed them, if we are not thereby 1 holier, 


and wiſer, and better. 


20 That they may ſee, and "a i con- 


ſider, and underſtand together, that the hand 
of the Lord hath done this, and the Holy One 
of Iſrael hath created it. 


Variety of expreſſions are e to deſeribs 


the happy effects that were to reſult from the fulfil. 


ment of the above predictions. The people of God, 

obſerving his hand in the liberal communications he 

grants them, of neceſſary bleſſings in anſwer to their 

prayers, ſhall be induced to give him the glory and 

9 due to his name. Words are 2 to _ 
| Pre 
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preſs ; the ſeveral operations requiſite to b pro- 
perly acquainted with the author of their mercies. 


—That they may ſee to whom they are indebted ; 
they ſhall not only behold providential dif] penſations 


with their bodily. eyes, but they ſhall diligently at- 
tend to them with their minds. By acting in this 
manner, they ſnall be diſtinguiſhed From thoſe who 
only take a tranſient view of the works of God, and 


do not ſurvey them ſteadily, in connection with their 


divine author, and the noble purpoſes they were in. 
tended to promote F. hat th a) may know, and acquire 
a certain thorough practical acquaintance with the 


operations of infinite wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, 


manifeſt in the ſurpriſing events that God bringeth 
to paſs, for the benefit of his church.— And conſider. 

Many thoughtleſs perſons ſee and know what they 
do not lay to heart. But God expects that his peo- 
ple will ſo regard his works as to perceive his hand 
in them, and learn to diſeriminate the happy ſtate 
of them that fear him, from their condition that feat 
him not.— And underſtand together. By obſervation, 
knowledge, and eonſideration, they may clearly diſ- 
cover the glorious ſovereignty and dominion of God, 


_ diſplayed in the inſtruments he employs, in the com- 


paſſion which he ſhews, and the favours he beſtows 
upon his people. Thus they become ſenfible, that 
all the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, to 


ſuch as keep his covenant, and attain to comfortable 


experience of the loving kindneſs of the _— — 
ſee the hand of the Lord hath done this, that by his 
mighty power, without any foreign aſſiſtance, he 
makes ample proviſion for his ſervants ; he removes 7 
every obſtacle that lay in the way of their deli 

ance, and ſeaſonably confers upon them thoſe ſb. N 
ſtantial benefits, which render their ſituation pleaſant ; 
and comfortable, to the glory of his great name; who 


1 frequently denominated the Holy One of Urael.— 5 ( | 
Let us meditate of all God's works, and talk of his 


doings, and praiſe him for his wonderful works to the 
children of ”—_ mY he demonſtrates his ae" 
Vor. III e N and 
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and preſence, eſpecially for thoſe. preciqus bleſ- 


T ſings by which he enriches and adorns his eharch. 


— The late. . biſhop of London conſiders this pre. 
dition, as expreſſing God's metcy to the Jews, on 
their return from Babylon; in ſupplying them with 
abundant water, when diſtreſſed with thirſt, and in 
affording them relief when fainting with heat in their 
journey, deſtitute of ſhelter; by cauſing ſhady trees, 


and thoſe of the talleſt and moſt beautiful kinds, to 


ſpring up for their defence &. It ſeems eſpecially to 
have been intended to revive and ſolace the dejeted - 
minds of God's ſervants, in the firſt ages of the Chri-. 
tian church, under the various hardſhips and diftrel, 
ſes they ſuſtamed. Yoy may read its fulfilment. in 
the figurative ſenſe of the words, in the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, and in een hiſtories of the n 
of Jews Chriſt, | 


21 7 Produce your cauſe, Gith the LORD; 
bring forth your ſtrong eee ſaith the 8 
of Jacob. 


After the above We our 80 returns to 
challenge idolaters and their abettors, to adduee an 
inſtance of their idols having done any thing in fa- 
vour of their votaries, comparable to what the God 
of Iſrael hath wrought for his people. He urges them 
to ſpecify any circumſtance whereby their true and 
proper divinity could be evinced, and demands their 
compliance with his requeſt ; of the reaſonableneſs 
and juſtice of which they muſt have been ſenſible. 
Bring forth your ſtrong reaſons, if you have any in 
reſerve, to ſupport the cauſe you eſpouſe. Decline not 
tointroduce whatever argument you apprehend m 
ferve to juſtify your conduct, and give it all the 
weight it is capable of bearing. That this demand 
might have the greater force, our Prophet fabſoins 
. two illuſtrious titles of the true God, in whoſe name 


he now ſpake and added Gait the Lord. ane 


2 n 19. 


”— 


— 


442 
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Whos 
* þ 


the foveteign pleaſure of the eternal Tehoiali, Who is, 


and who was, and who is to come. The X. ing of Facob, | 


the ſapreme Lord and Lawgiver of the ee of 
the patriareh who was called by that name, who ex. 
erciſes ſupreme dominion over them, and according 


to his e ee to them the moſt 1 wee we 


Yours. 


28 Let ahins bring them fofth, od hay us 
what ſhall happen: let them ſhew the former 
things, What they be, that we m 7 confider 
them, and know the latter end o t 

declare us things for to come. 


\ 


The partizans of idolatry are here 9 0 pro. 


duce, if in their power, the proof of the divinity of 
their gods, that is derived from the prediction of fu- 


ture contingent events. Divine honours cannot with ' 


juſtice be claimed by any one who doth not poſſeſs 
this power, which muſt be acknowledged to be the 
glorious prerogative of him who is truly God. Fu- 
ture events may be diſtributed into two clailes, viz. 


| Thoſe which may be deriominated neceſſary; becauſe, 
under the influence of divine providence, they pro- 


ceed from certain determined cauſes, which uniform- 
ly operate, and are invariably ſucceeded by the fame 
effects. - Theſe may be eaſily foretold; but they are 
not the things which are intended. There are o- 


ther things whieh are called fortuitous or contingent, - 


that ariſe from unforeſeen uncertain cauſes, which 
are beyond the reach of human fagzcity and pene- 


tration, and that are altogether unknown to man- 
kind, until they actually come to pats. Of this lat- 
ter ſort are the things to, happen, whereof Iſaiab 


ipcaks, and of which he demands an account from 
his antagoniſts; that they might give convincing 
proof, that their gods could have juſt claim to the 
honours due to deity ; that their nature was really 
vine, and that nothing exceeded their underftand- 
ng and knowledge. —Shew Us what ſhall happen, &c. 

_ Publiſh 


N or 
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"Publiſh with confidence, a clear and accurate ſtate, 
ment of the whole ſeries of events, which have taken 
place ſince the commencement of time, and of the 
things that ſhall hereafter come to paſs unto the end 
of the world. Point out exactly the order and the 


time in which they ſhall occur, and the cireum. 


ſtances where with they ſhall be attended. Nothing 
leſs than perfect infinite knowledge muſt belong to 
God, towhom all his works are known, from the be- 


ginging unto the end, who receives the addreſſes of 
all his intelligent creatures, who is intimately ac- 
quainted with their various ſituations, and ſeaſonably 


ſupplies all their wants. If, then, the idols which 
you ſerve are indeed what you imagine, let them give 


evidence of the juſtice of their claim, by exhibiting 
a faithful narration of memorable events that have 


happened in time paſt, which have either eſcaped 
the notice of the hiſtorian, or which have ſomehow 
been buried in oblivion—And by delivering diſtin 
| predictions of things, that ſhall come to paſs in future 
_ diſtant periods, into which human ſagacity and fore- 


fight cannot penetrate. . The deſign of this requili- 


tion is—T hat we may conſider them, and that with de- 
liberate attention we may examine their pretenfion 
to the divine honours which they receive; or, as the 


Hebrew word denotes, that we may ſet our hearts 


upon them, and Know the latter end of them, be- 
come acquaint with things which ſhall be hereafter, 
and how they ſnall eventually terminate. | 


54 + 1 


23 Shew the things chat are to come here · 


after, that we may know that ye are gods 


yea, do good, or do evil, that we may by diſ- 


mayed and behold it together. 


By granting the requeſt I now make, the contw- 
verſy betwixt you, the ſtrenuous ſupporters of idola- 
try, and me, the ſervant of the living God, may be 

ſoon decided. Such a clear extenſive knowledge of 
futurity is here ſuppoſed to belong eee, 


7 
572 
—— 


* 0 


deity ſhould. be confeſſed. To this deciſive evidenc 


the leaſt, the greateſt, the moſt ſecret, and the maſt 


of the Divinity; then they who are unacquainte 


by amply recompenſing their worſhippers, and by 
puniſhung thoſe who contemned them. The God 
Irael, who directs all human affairs by his righteous | 
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God, as diſcriminates him Crna, all thoſe who by. 0a: 
ture are not gods; ſuch a knowledge, that 2 . 


ny one beſide him demonſtrate that he poſſeſſed, hig 


the Moſt High God is pleaſed to ſubmit his title 
character to be tried; by this proof he would have the 
pretenſions of the gods of the nations to be examined, 
If infallible ya dire of future events, even 


remote, be the- peculiar unqueſtionable prero = 
with 

them are not gods; then Jehovah, who knoweth : 

hath declared them, is the true God.—Tea, do got 

or do evil. Thoſe She] were honoured as gods are 

called upon to give another evidence of their deity, 


providence, never fails to remungrate his b ſer. 
vants, by conferring upon them important benefits; 
and to inflict awful judgments upon thoſe who dil. 
bonour and deſpiſe him, Hereby we know that he 


zs God. Do you, then, i in like manner demonſtrate 


that you are gods, by reſcuing your votaries from the 
enemies and dangers to which they are expoſed, by 


enriching them with the moſt ſubſtantial bleſſings, 


and by inflicting remarkable puniſhments on thole 
who ſlight and deride your ſervice; thus overthraw 
and bring to ruin your oppolers. The truth is af- 
firmed by the prophet. Jeremiah, * Be not afraid af 
them, (viz. the idols of the heathen) they cannot 
do evil, neither alſo is it in them to do good * 
The gods whom the nations ſerved were the orea· 
tures of their own fancy, formed by their own hands, 
incapable of action; and therefore. no ſufficient rea- 


ſon can be afligned why men ihould be afraid of 
them, or expect to ſee any real advantage reſult from . 


doing them homage.— It is the glorious prerogative 


| of nn e he 1 1s dilinguihed m oy 


| ** x. 15 


3 
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fulſe god, that he doth good and evil. Good of every 


kind, and puniſhment of all ſorts, proceed from God, 
though often conveyed by means of our fellow crea. 


tures ; and in both inſtances his operations ought to 
be contemplated and admired. This truth properly 
impreſſed on our minds would enhance the value of 
all the good we receive, and alleviate every calamity 
That befals us in the courſe of providence. NN? 


5 | 24 Behold ye are of nothing, and youy | 
work of nought : an enden es ** AN _ 


0 chooſeth you. „„ 


Since the active ſupporter of idolatry cen not 
luce any proofs of the divinity of the gods whom 
hey ſerved, our Prophet repreſents them as truly 
contemptible. Behold, attentively confider the ex, 
treme folly and abſurdity of your vain ſuperſtition; 
' which far from contributing to your real advantage, 
is highly prejudicial to your belt intereſts. ' An idol, 
erly Loki, is nothing in the world. Falſe 


ods have nothing correſponding to the ideas of their 


deluded worſhippers ; they have mouths, but they 
fpeak not ; eyes, but they ſee not ; ears, but they 


hear not ; noſes, but they nel not; bands, but they 


| handle not; feet, but they walk not. Conſider than; 


Hou unreaſonable your conduct in honouring them 


as God, who are really nothing; in conſequènce of 
which, you are of nothing; you are effects that have 


not a cauſe; creatures, who have not a Creator. 


Zeſides Tour work is of vonght, or worſe than no- 
ny. Nothing cannot do you any injury, but your 


groſs ſuperſtition is much worſe than nothing, and is 
Er1Mm! hurtful, and dangerous in the extreme. 
Far from recommending you to the favour of the 


true God, or being of any avail to obtain righte- 
Gufneſs and ſalvation, that it provokes his indig - 
ation, and deſerves aggravated condemnation.— 


An abomination is be that choofeth you. Truly 
; contemptible 18 that man whole mind is ſo de- 


N 


EYES YO Pa 


. 


\ 
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praved and vitiated, that in ſpite of reaſon and : 
| conſcience, is deceived and deceives ogg is ad- 


dicted to the moſt ddious idolatrous practices, and 


| prefers them to the worſhip and ſervice of the anly 


living and true Gad. Such perſons are juſtly objects 
of abhorrence; yea, in the emphatical language 


before us, they are an WN in "ON 1 


God and good men. 


25 I have raiſed TE oe the Bürde in | 
he ſhall come : from the rifing of-the ſun ſhall 


he call upon my name; and he ſhall come 
upon Princes, as upon mortar, and as the Or 


2 treadeth clay. 
From general 06 4% 00 dle of rho ieh 


Ifrael, our 1 now deſcends to fpecify a parti- 
cular on#, whereby he demonſtrates the conſummate 


knowledge and itrefiſtible power of Jehovah. Thongh 


the perſon's name alluded to is not mentioned, it 
; ſeems highly probable, that Cyrus king of Perſia, 
was the illuſtrious prince who is here intended. Thi 


mighty conqueror, God raiſed up, as foretold in the 


2d verſe of this chapter, to execute the important 
purpoſes to which he was deſtined by divine provi» 
dence. This renowned hero, with his well diſeiplin- 
ed army, came from Midea, ſituated to the north, 


and from Perſia, which lay to the eaſt of Judes. 


From the riß the fun [ball he call upon my name, 
Havi A u fame and glory of the true 


God, whuch had been ſpread abroad by means of 
Daniel, and other holy men that were employed a- 


bout the court of Darius, who iſſued the memorable 
decree recarded in the book of Daniel, (chap. vi. 25, 
and following verſes,) wherein all people that dwell 
on the earth, are required to fear before the hving 


God, & c. Though in early life, . 


do him homage, yet it plainly appears, from the re. 


markable edict mentioned by Ezra, chap. i. 2. that 
he ENOTES: the Lord * of heaven had 


siven 


* 


26 


him to build him a houſe at Jeruſalem. In this man 


ner, did this celebrated eaſtern monarch. 92 . 


this prediction. And he ſhall come upon printes az 
wpon mortar, &c. The princes and generals, with 
their forces, againſt whom he marched, were as in- 


capable of making effectual oppoſition to his vidtori- 
ous troops, as the clay to reſiſt thoſe who tread it, 


that it may be prepared for uſeful purpoſes, and for 


coming into the hands of the potter, who v, F 


I to his pleaſure. | 


may ſay, He is righteous, yea, there it none 
that ſheweth, yea, there is none that declareth, 
Vea, there is none that heareth your words. 


| The Lord God would not only bring to pts the 
predictions contained in the preceding verſe, in their 


mon ſeaſon, (which are therefore delivered, as if 
y had been already accompliſhed;) but he, and he 
| ride foretold theſe things long before they hap- 


pened. Who, beſide the « God of Iſrael, hath de. 


clared from the be . ing of the world, and in ſub- 


ſequent early peric 
expected events. If there be any ſuch individual 


on the face of the earth, let him ſtand forth and ex. 
hibit ſatisfying evidences of the juſtice of his claim.— — 
That we may know, &c. That we may acknawledge- 

that he poſſeſſes one prerogative peculiar to Deity, 
and that he is well entitled to eſteem, ſervice and obe- 


dience.— That he is righteous, that he is not 'a baſe 
impoſtor, but one that hath unqueſtionable right to 
the character he aſſumes; or as the Hebrew word de · 
notes, that he is true and no deceiver, and what he 


faith is certain, eſtabliſhed on ſound principles, and 


ſupported by convincing reaſons. In rephy it is ad 


ded—7ea, there is none that ſheweth, &c. There is 


not one of the human race who can place before our 
| | view 


— 


* 
F * 
* ; 
* 
2 
* 


given him all the 8 of gie ah, * 3 | 


206 Who hath decfared from the beginning, 
that we may know ; and before time that ye 


of time, future improbable un- 


* 
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view inftances of this ſort. No one except the pro- 
phets of the living God, ever foretold the event alla. 
ded to, ſo that the world muſt have remained in perfect 
ignorance of the matter until its accompliſhment ; had 
not God been pleaſed to make it known by-propheey 
Vea, no one ever heard a report of any ſuch thing, 


nor was the leaſt notice of the ſuhject communicated 


from any other quarter. From all which, the utter 


incapacity of mankind, and the idols which they 


worſhipped, to RT Waben ae 80 105 e 7Þ: 


| Inferreds.; 


27 The firſt ſhall fe fay to Zion; Bebel. be⸗ | 
hold them; and I will give to Jeruſalem one 
that bringeth good tidings. 55 


Theſe words ſeem to have ſpecial Wade to 24 


fulfilment of the above prediction reſpecting Cyrus: 


If Almighty God here ſpeaks of himſelf under the de- 
ſignation of the Firſt, in allufion to the character he 
claims in the 4th verſe of this chapter, as ſome writers 
have ſuppoſed ; it ſerves to intin ge his eternal ex- 
iſtence, his tranſcendent excellence, his right of pre- 
cedence to all thoſe who ever received divine ho- 


nours; and that he was the firſt who foretold the 


appearance of Cyrus, the deliverer of his people 
from captivity at Babylon, and the overthrow of that 
great empire. In the proſpect of this important event, 
he was about to raiſe up prophets and public teach» |, 
ers, as Micah, . Jeremiah, and others, who were ac- 
curately to obſerve the firſt appearances of the execu- 
tion of the divine counſels, which they were to an- 
nounce to his people, ſaying, —Bebold, behold then : 


ſtanding on their watch tower, about the time 


which the prophecies referred, to mark the firſt move- | 
ments of the nations that reſaged their accompliſh- 
ment, they were to give i ediate notice to the in- 
habitants of Zion, that the period was at hand where- 
in the predictions relative to the events above men- 
tioned, were to receive their completion. And they 

Vor. III. | 12 F 
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were to call u pon the people attentively to obſerve 
the exact core ndence betwixt the prophecies de- 
livered by the ſervants of God, and the diſpenſutions 
of his providence. See, fee the thihgs fore by 


the prophets 6f the Moſt High, coming to paſs in 


the manner, at the time, and by the inſtruments 
which at a great diſtance they faithfully delineated. 


And I will give to Jeruſalem, &c. Probably Cyrus 


king of Perſia, was the perſon primarily intend- 
ed here, who by his royal proclamation through. 
out all his kingdom, decreed that whoſoever of all 
his people was willing, the Lord his God be with 

him, and let him go up to Jeruſalem. —And let the 
men of his place help him with filver, and with gold, 


offerings for the houſe of God that is in Jeruſalem. 
his edict muſt indeed have brought good tidings to 


the Jewiſh people; and thus was the prediction li- 


terally verified, which was afterward more ſignally 
accompliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, of whom Cyrus was 
in ſome reſpects an eminent type. This illuſtrious, 
this amiable prince of peace, God raiſed up, and 
gave to his church, which is often denominated Je- 
ruſalem; that he might preach good tidings unto the 
meek, that he might bmd up the broken hearted, 
proclaim liberty to the captives; and the opening of 
the priſon to them that are bound f. By him 

hath been proclaimed on earth, and good will mani. 
felted to the ſons of men; thtough him is preathed 
the remifflon of ſins; and by him is promiſed the gift 


of the Holy Spirit, to diſpoſe us to comply with his 


proclamation of mercy. Thankful for ſuch a glori- 


ous meſſenger, and reviving meſſage, which every 


where breathes benignity and kindneſs, let us cordially 


receive and 1 improve the eter tidings chat he Hath | 


publiſhed. 


28 For 1 beheld, and © Hae 1 no Fey i 
even Ray them, ane there Was no c6un- 


ſellor, 


* See Ezra i. 2, J, 4. ons Ia. k. 


goods, and with beaſts, beſide the free will 


— 
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ſellor, that when | rd of AGIs could All 


ſwer a word. 


The Lord God here 8 that having looked | 
down from heaven, and attentively obſerved the ſons 
of men, he ſaw that there was not one of the pre- 


tended prophets, diviners, or ſoothſayers, among the 
Gentile nations, who had intimated the leaſt know- 


ledge of the above predicted event. The Chaldean 
magicians, aſtrologers, and ſorrerers, who 1 

nowned for knowledge and penetration, had not ai. 
covered any acquaintance with the fubje&, nor giv 124 


the leaſt hint reſpecting it; hut "+ the contrary, 


ſpoken of the future proſperity of the Babyloniſh em- 
pire. The reſult of the ſtricteſt inveſtigation relative to 
this matter, is expreſſed in theſe words — Ewen among 
them, there was na caunſellor Who profeſſed to deli. 
berate on affairs of this fort, or who made the higheit 
pretenſſons to wiſdom and diſcernment, that had 
toretold what God declared was to come to paſs. 
When interrogated, and required to give what in- 
formation they were able to communicate, they 
were entirely filent, and could 0 give any ep. 


29 Behold, they are all vanity : their works 
2 nothing: their malten images are wind 
and confuſion, n 3-66 | ales 


- Theſe words expreſs. the — of the 3 ar- 
gument, the inference deduced from the whole dif- 
courſe, introduced with a note of attention, to excite 


the more diligent conſideration of the truth that they : 


contain. The idols, from which the heathen na- 
tions-expected the revelation of future events, which 
our prophet does not ſeem to have judged worthy of _ 


being named, were baſe impoſtors. They were not 


what they pretended to be, nor what their votaries 
vainly imagined that they were, and fo all depend- 
ance on them for direction, aſſiſtance, and delive- 


Fance, was fruitleſs and abſurd, —T; heir works are. 


nothi ng. 


' 
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nothing. All the artifices that were employed to de. 
lude men, and the ſubtile machinations whereby they 
endeavoured to impoſe on the credulous and unwary, 
were deceit and falſehood. © After impartial exami. 
nation, it plainly appears, that as an apoſtle Ipeaks, 
an idol is nothing in the world, and they that mae 
and ferve them are like unto them. Their molten 
images are wind and confuſion. Thoſe images that 
were formed of melted metal, however ſolid and 
maſly, are pronounced to be wind, to expreſs their 
inſignificance, and to intimate that thereby multi- 
tudes were greatly agitated, though they were 2 
incapable ee to them any ſubſtantial ad. 
vantage. And confuſion. Inſtead of doing men any 
eſſential ſervice, they contributed to their diſappoint- 
ment, ſhame, and diſgrace.-Let us hear the con- 
clufion of the whole matter, in the acknowledgment 
of the Iſraelites after they received ſatisfying evidence, 
that of a truth God was among them; the Lord he 
is God, the Lord he is God.“ They ſhall all be con- 
founded that worſhip graven images, that boaſt them- 
ſelves of idols; worſhip him all ye gods. My little 
children, keep yourſelves from idols; flee from idola- 
try. And now, what doth the Lord your God re. 
quire of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk 
in all his ways, and to love him, and to ſerve the Lotd 
your God with all your heart, and with all your ſoul, 
to keep the commandments of the Lord, and his 
ſtatutes, which I command you this day, for good“. 
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PRELIMIN ARY OBSERVATIONS | 


HE. Fagan diſcourſe, compriſed in the W 
book of Liaiab's prophecies, commences with tha 
chapter, and extends, according to the hypqtheſis 
which I have adopted, to ver. 5. incluſive of the 44th 


chapter, It may be diſtributed into two parts, the for- 


mer of which is contained in-the chapter that lies be- 
fore us. The omnipotence, and omniſcience of Je- 
bovah, the God of Iſrael, having been clearly eſta- 
bliſhed, and the controverſy betwixt the ſervant of the 
living God, and thoſe who ſupported idolatry decided. 
Our prophet. brings forth, into full view, an il- 
luſtrious perſonage, in the character of the ſervant of 
Jehovah, and of a. great, teacher; who by his pure, 
lalutary, and comfortable doctrine, Was to enlighten 
the Gentiles, and to turn them from their vain ſu. 
perſtition, and idolatrous worſhip. He exhibits this 
eminent Prophet, as preſent among thoſe whom he 
addreſſes, as choſen, approved, and ſuſtained by the 
Lord God in executing the important work > 
him, of being the light of the world, and the i in- 
ſtructor of the Gentiles, ver. 1. —He deſcribes the 
peculiar condeſcending manner in which he was to 
perform his benevolent office ; the glorious ſucceſs 
wherewith it was to be attended, and the reaſons or 
grounds which were to give riſe to theſe happy e-. 
tes, ver. 29 Turning to the Gentiles, he calls 
upon them to celebrate the praiſes of the true God, 
for the ineſtimable 2 he had extended unto 
them, which for a long time had been withholden, 
ver. 10—17,—After which, he addreſſes his cqun- 
trymen the Jews, ſharply reproving them for their 
negligence and contempt of the bleſſings, offered to 
them by the word of ſalvation, on account of which 5 
ſevere e apts 1 38 them, ver. 


1a. „ 


CHAP. XL 


proc my ſervant, whom 1 uphold; 1 


mine ele&, in zwbom my ſoul delighteth: 


I have put my ſpirit upon him; he 1832 23 


forth judgment to the Gentiles. 


5 magnificent intereſting ſcene is here exhibited 
worthy of the admiring contemplation of /all, ef 
cially of us who are ſinners of the Gentites. \ I f 
poſe that the Sonof God, the greatProphet of the Lard, 


the Light of the world, is the perſon we are invited 


to behold. The voice which came from heaven, fay- 
Ing, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
© pleaſed®, appears plainly to have alluded to this 
prophecy. To this very paſſage that is now before 
us, the apoſtle Matthew directly refers, when, having 


mentioned that Jeſus Chriſt healed the diſeaſed a. 


mong the multitudes which followed him, he imme- 


diately adds, that it might be fulfilled which waz 


4 ſpoken by Eſaias the prophet, Behold my ſervant f, 
&c. Simeon alſo, who waited for the conſolation 
of Iſrael, when he embraced the child Jeſus, and 
Faul, in his eloquent diſcourſe before king Agripp 
ſeem to have had i in view the words under confide- 
ration. From theſe remarkable circumſtances, in 1 
connection with what is here faid concerning this 


iuſtrious perſon, it is evident that Jeſus Chriſt, the 
promiſed Meſſiah, the great Mediator between God 


and man, is the ſubject of this prophecy. The de- 


ſignation of ſervant did not originally belong to 6 
form 


but became jig es to him; becauſe, in the 
and capacity 


bouſe, he was entirely devoted to God and his ſervice, 


and was continually employed about his F athers 


buſineſs. He came down from heaven to do K. 


, * Mat. i iii, 17. + Chap. xii. 17, 18. 
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ehevah's ſervant, he executed with | 
the greateſt 4 whatever he gave him in com- 
mandment. Entruſted with the affairs of his Father? 


2 2 


8 


f 


one that is mighty, and exalted one c 


and to bear him up in their Hands. When exp 
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command of laying down his life and taking it up a. 
gain. He became obedient to death; even the death 
of the croſs; and never wearied of his arduous work 
until he collld fay, It is finiſhed. And as the 'reward - 
of his faithful ſervice; he was highly exalted; and a 
name . him above every name.— Behold: faith 
Jehovah, my ſervant, contemplate and admite him 
whom I will raiſe- up to enlighten” the CR _ 


to be my falvation to the ends of the earth. Þ 


Whom I uphold: Jehovah having . bo our help « on 

en out of 
the people, he upheld him throughout the whole 
mediatorial work that was given him to do; and; ac- 
cording to promiſe, his hand eſtabliſhed and his m 
ſtrengtheried him. The Lord God, who had gra- 
ciouſly ſaſtained all his barn ſervants in every 
age, whilſt employed n performing his work with 
which they were — — did, in a peculiar man- 
ner, afford all neceſſary fappo rt to him who is em- 


| phatically ſtiled his righteous 75 who was to 
bear our iniquities, and by his knowledge was to juſ- 


tify many. Follow him throughout the whole of his 
humiliation, and you muſt acknowledge, te his im 
mortal honour, and the everlaſting comfort- of his 
church, the truth and juſtice of what is here affirm- 


ed. When aflaulted by the powers of darkneſs, and 


tempted of the devil, Jehovah upheld him by the 
power of the Spirit, and che miniftry of angels, to 
whom he gave charge to keep him in all his ways, _ 


to the inveterate malice and inſults of wicked men, 

he dwelt in tlie ſeeret place of the Moſt High, he a- 
bode under the ſhadow of the Almighty ; he ſaid of | 
the Lord, He is my refuge and my tortreſs, my God 

Vhen teaching the way of God 
in truth, and ng him on the earth, he gave 
him a mouth and wiſdorn, that all his adverſaries were 
not able to gainſay or reh. which obliged them to 
confeſs that never man wal like this man. 1 2 
| ; when 


„ era 


tered into the territories of the grave, he was fo g 
riouſly ſupported, that he overcame death, and ſe ent 


forth trophies of his victory from the receptacles of 


the dead. In this manner was the prediction ye 


Mine Elect, in whom my ſoul delighteth.' 125 | 


Chriſt, the true Meſſiah, 15 denominated wit 


culiar propriety the Elect of Jehovah, becauſe in w 


finite love he was deſtined to execute the moſt ar. 
duous and honourable work of glorifying him on the 
earth, of manifeſting his name to the men he had gi. 
ven him out of the world, of redeeming them to God 
by. his own blood, and ſhewin g them the path of lite. 
Jehovah appointed him the Governor of the nations, 
the Prince of the kings of the earth ; he gave him 


power over all fleſh, and conſtituted hind the Head 
and Saviour of the church, the Inſtructor, the Lord, 
the Righteouſneſs, the Strength, the Salvation, and 


Slory of his people In ꝛbbom my. ſoul delighteth. 


Ibis teſtimony was repeatedly given to him by a 


voice from heaven, which announced theſe; words, 


This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well plea- 
+ ſed.” In him Jehovah delighted, as his moſt holy _ 
perfect image, completely furniſhed with all the _ 


cellencies, the gifts, and graces of the Spirit, 

to diſplay his glory, and to accompliſh the _ 
tion of his peculiar people, whom he had choſen 1 

his inheritance. He delighted in his perfect obe- 


dience, who always did the things that 8 him; 
and now declares that he is well pleaſed for his righte · 


ouſneſs' ſake. So perfectly ſatisfied was God with the 
2 of Jeſus Chriſt, that it was to him a ſacrifice 


of a ſweet ſmelling favour, ; in behalf of thoſe for whom | 


it was preſented. And in him in whom he thus in- 


tenſely delights, he hath choſen his people; in him 


they are juſtified, called, adopted, accepted, ſancti· 
fied, and preſerved. Condemplating them in his be- 


loved, he beholds no iniquity in them, they appear 


as objects do to us through a coloured medium, tin- 
122 with a particular lovely: hue; 3 no the * 


| 


UI ES ON THE Chap a 
- when he conflicted with the king of terrors, and en 0 
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of his mediation, they hecome more, 3 2 


than thoſe things ſeem to us which are ſcented Witng 


the richeſt perfume.— Let us then place our ſupreme 
delight in the beloved Son of God, and cheriſh. the. 
{ame ſentiments concerning his character and oilice;. 
which the Lord God hath here expreſſed. 

I have put ny Spirit upon him in re abundant. | 


: meaſures than upon any other of my {eryants. + 7 


every one of them, grace is given according, t the 
meaſure of the gift of Chriſt; on him the Spirit was 
plentifully conferred, as much as his human nature 
was capable of receiving. Previous to his kim BP : 
the Spirit reſted upon him, and made uick 
underſtanding in the fear of the 12 3 0 that pe- 
riod, when the viſible pledge of the Holy Shoſt de- 
ſcended upon him, he is ſaid to have been full of the 
Holy Ghoſt... -Bemg completely furniſhed with his 
gifts and graces, he was perfectly qualified for the 
taitafyl, honourable diſcharge of his mediatorial cha- 
racter. It pleaſed the Father that in him all fulneſs | 
ſhould dwell, and that in all things he ſhould have 
the pre · eminence. By the Spirit We the Lord 
God put upon him, he became the ornament of hp- 
man nature; he was anointed to preach good tidings 
to the meek, and to execute vvith propriety and dig- 
nity his prophetical office—He 1 was r ſup- 
ported, and comforted throughout the whole 1 
of his miniſtry, obedience, and ſufferings, and ena. 
bled to perform. thoſe, ſtupendous miracles whereby. | 


Wine mille was. atteſted and, confirmed... Intimate 


:cquainted with the counſels and ways of God, and 
poſſeſſed of conſummate wiſdom, prudence,eloquence, 75 
and other qualifications, he impacted, the mott, {ub- 
lime inſtructions, in a manner far ſuperior to all o- 
ther teachers. Animated by invincible, love to God; 
:rdent zeal for his glory, and tender compaſſion. to- 
ward' ſinners of a2 404 rough the eternal Spirit, 
he offered himſelf without f t to God, a propitiation 
or ſin; in the e of faith, Gee n 

Fal N * and 


1 an truſt, that he would uphold ws crown him th 
honour and ſucceſs. 

He ſhall bring forth judg ment fo the Gentiles. 4; [The 
word tranſlated judgment is uſed in various ſenſes j in 
ſeripture: : among others, it. ſignifies an ordinance, or 
inſtitution, a rule, or plan. Here it denotes the doc- 
trine of the goſpel, the ordinances of divine 
ment, the way of ſalvation, the rule of enen 
according to which the ſentiments, the words, and 
the actions of men, ought to be governed, and ſhall 
finally be tried. It may compriſe whatever is a. 
greeable to the principles of truth and equity, with 
every thing that is juſtly founded upon them, and 
derived from them The judicial ſentence that God 
hath pronounced upon the character, the ſtate, and 
actions of men, which ſhall certainly be executed ; 
together with the plan of their deliverance, deviſed 
by infinite wiſdom This judgment God's ſervant - 
hall bring forth from the treaſures of knowledge 
wherewith his mind was to be replete; and ſhall es | 

them fully in the view of the Gentile nations, as the 
ground of their faith, and the rule of their condud. 
This prediction the apoſtle Matthew declares 
fulfilled, when Jeſus Chriſt retiring from his enemies, 
preached in Galilee, where his audience conſiſt- 
ed not only of Jews, but of people from Syria, Idu- 
mea, Tyre, and Sidon. And in following ages, by 
means of the apoſtles and other miniſters, it hath 
been ftill farther verified, as the inhabitants of this 
highly favoured iſland can amply teſtify. Let us, 
brethren, have recourſe to him on whom God bath 
put his Spirit, that he may teach us to diſcriminate 
truth from error, good from evil; that with ſpiritual 
men we may judge all things, and a prove the things 
that are more excellent, being abel with the know- 

ledge of God's Nerd in al * ang os 
| CUR” | 


2 He ſhall not cry, nor lift up, ar chu 
| his voice to be ours. in the ſtreet. , | 


eſe 
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| Theſe words deſcribe the mild condeſcending man- 


ner in which this illuſtrious teacher was to exerciſe | 


his office. Every kind of loud voice is certainly not 
excluded by theſe expreſſions; for when Jeſus Chriſt, 


with ardent zeal, and a juſt ſenſe of the high import. 


ance of the ſubjects of which he treated, publicly dif. 
courſed to the great multitudes that reſorted to him, 


he muſt doubtleſs have elevated his voice, and 
ſpoken with conſiderable vehemence. The predic- 


tion ſeems deſigned only to intimate, that he was not 
to cry or make a loud clamorous noiſe after the man- 
ner of thoſe who agitate controverſies in courts of 
judicature, who raiſe their voice to a high pitch, 
when ſtating their complaints, or anſwering the ac- 

cuſations that are brought againſt them. Rather than 
excite contention, or bring à charge againſt any | 

one, or uſe opprobrious threatening language, God's 
righteous ſervant, would bear with patience and fi- 
lence, the moſt daring affronts and injuries. Nor 
would he cauſe his voirs to be beard in the /treet. Tha 
words are not intended to affirm, that he was not to 


| ſpeak aloud in the ſtreet; for he every where impart - 


ed inſtruction to thoſe. who attended him; but are 
deſigned to intimate, that he was not to ſpeak in an 
oſtentatious manner, to attract popular applauſe, or 
to acquire worldly honour; that he was not to employ 


his powers of public ſpeaking to form a party, or to 


raiſe ſedition among the people. re a great 
prophet like unto Moſes, and infinitely ſuperior; to 
him, he was to perform his office with the greateſt 
modeſty and humility, deſtitute of external pomp 
and ſhew. He was to publiſh the goſpel of peace 


that tended to reconcile men to God, and to one an- 


other, without giving the leaſt diſturbance, in the 
temple, in the ſynagogues, and in houſes.— This pro- 
phecy was remarkably, verified in-Jeſus Chriſt, who 


never entered into any loud contentious diſputes, oer 


uſed vociferous declamations, but diſcourſed in a plain 

imple impreſſive ſtile.” And when at any time in 

leit defence, he was obliged to diſpute with his ad- 
eee at verſaries 
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I 3 having replied to their cavils, ſolved: their 
difficulties, and anſwered their objections, he quietly 
departed with his diſciples to the deſart, the moun-_ 
tain, or the ſea fide. Accordingly the apoſtle Mat- 

thew, having recorded fome of theſe circumſtances, 
immediately quotes the words before us, that'it might 
be fulfilled which was ſpoken by Eſaias the prophet, 
ſaying, c. What an amiable example of prudence, 
humility, meekneſs, and every other grace doth Jeſus 
Chrift exhibit for our imitation. Let us fix our atten- 
tion on this beautiful inſtructive pattern, and endea- 

vour through divine ORE; to copy it in our con- 
_ 20 


12 3 A duet reed ſhall he not breaks a 
the ſmoking flax ſhall he not 3 he tal 
bring forth judgment unto truth. 


. "54 THE comfortable nature of Meſſiah's Jodritle, GE 
his gracious attention to the weakeſt of his people, 
is here repreſented in very fignificant figurative Ian. 
guage. Before the art of alphabetical writing was 
introduced, perſons communicated their thoughts by 
means of figures or ſhapes. [Theſe ſymbolic - charac- 
ters, were early in uſe among the Egyptians, and 
from the antiquity and ſplendor” of their nation, it 
was followed by others; particularly by the Ifraelites, 
who had been a long time among them, and conveyed 
with them this, among their other ſpoils into the land 
of Canaan.— The prophets of the Lord, readily adopt- 
ed the practice, and by various repreſen tative-marks, 
fignificant of the objects whereof they ſpake, they 
inſtructed the people. Hence the parables and figu- 
rative deſcriptions of characters with which their 
' writings are variegated; a horn being uſed to denote 
power, a ſceptre to repreſent majeſty, a bruiſed reed 
and ſmoking flax, to ſignify thoſe who are feeble and 
languiſhing.—A reed is at beſt ſlender and weak, 
_—_ ee cruſhed, is ern without e nes 
B n ; 
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of bearing any weight; yea, itſelf needs to be ſup- 
ported. In this ſtate, it exhibits a proper image of 
a feeble perſon who is wounded in ſpirit, dejected in 
mind, unſtable in condition, and who, 1 in the empha- 
tical language of ſcripture, is broken in heart. Not- 
withſtanding he poſſeſſes ſome ſpiritual ſtrength. un- 
feigned repentance, weak faith, and fincere" deſires 
after the gface of God, yet he is depreſſed, humbled, 
and bowed down, on account of his great tranſgreſ. 
fions: he cannot raiſe up himſelf, or look with con- 
fidence to that God whom he hath offended. - Such, 
1 apprehend, is the debilitated ſtate of the perſon 
intended, wWwho is farther repreſented in the fol- 
lowing” words—The ſmoking flax, or wick of a lamp, 
which through deficieney of ofl, becomes very dim, 
and ready to go out, ſo that little remains but ſmoke: 5 
This well known figure, holds forth à ſtriking reſem- 
| blance of one in whom the exerciſe of ſpiritual life is 
much impaired, ſo that unleſs ſeaſonable aſſiſtance is 
adminiſtered, having ſuffered lamenitable decays, it is 
1 ready to die, and is in danger of being extinguiſhed. 
WH l1tcxhibits an inſtructive emblem of one, whoſe know- 
| ledge being obſcured by prejudices,” his faith weak, 
his hope wavering, his lah: of holineſs becomes hard. 
ly perceptible. Still however, there remains ſome - 
holy warmth in his affections, ſome divine light in his 
mind, however obſcure; ſome ability, though ſmall, 
to reſiſt temptations, and to perform duties. To- 
ward perſons of this deſcription, it is foretold, that 
Jehovah's ſervant ſhall W the d e tender- 1 
neſs and compaſſion. 

A bruiſed reed ſhall he no break, See. Theſe a... 
ſome of the many expreſſions in Scripture, wherein 
much more is intended than expreſſed. Far from de- 
ſtroying thoſe who are feeble and languiſhing, . 

caſting them out of en he will graciouſly re- 
ſtore and revive them. After having been cruſhed 
by doubts, and fears, and ſorrows, he will mercifully 
uphold and ſtrengthen them, and thoroughly furniſh 


them for every "ED work, —He will n6t permit the | 
[: — | ſacred 


* 


_ 


kindled, to be extinguiſhed for want of freth ſupplies 
of grace, or by any external injuries to which, 
may be expoſed. He will ſtrengthen the things that 
are ready to die, and cauſe them to ſhine brighter and 


brighter unto the perfect day. This comfortable 


truth, he bath verified in ten thouſand inſtances; when 


his diſciples have been brought low, he hath helped 


them. The characters which he ſuſtains, the quali- 


fications he poſſeſſes, the ſacred truſt committed. % 


his charge, and the intimate relation in which be 
ſtands connected with the feeble among his flock, 

conſpire in calling forth his never failing tender com- 
paſſion, Theſe, with other circumftances that may 


occur to thoſe acquainted with the goſpel hiſtory, af. 


ford the moſt ſatisfying ſecurity, that neither internal 


weakneſs, nor external injuries, ſhall deprive the 
feebleſt Chriſtian of his divine maſter's gracious atten- 


tion and ſupport. Review his whole conduct while 
on earth, and contemplate the convincing proofs that 
he gave of the fulfilment of this prediction. With 


what amiable affability and kindneſs did he inſtruct 


thoſe who were weak, as they were able to bear! 
What ſtriking evidences did he give, that he was in 
deed a mereiful and faithful high prieſt, merciful to men, 


and faithful to God! And when about to aſcend < 


triumph unto heaven, with what exquiſite tendern 


_ * aſcend, to my Father, and your Father; to my God, f 
and your God!“ I truſt that the experience of not a 
few among ourſelves, who when depreſſed with a ſenſe 


ol their own weakneſs, have looked to him, and been 
enlightened, their ſtrength hath been renewed, thei 
fears diſpelled, and their ſorrow turned into Joy, aun 
atteſt this reviving truth. 


He fball bring forth judgment an truth. Jody 


ment may denote, as in the firſt verſe; the doc- 
trine of the goſpel, the plan of mens ſalvation, the 
rule of righteouſneſs. This noble exhibition of wil: 
dom, prudence, 11 equity, Jeſus Chriſt was to bring 
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forth When wih en enn and to demons 
ſtrate with ſuch convincing evidence, that it/ſhowld 
triumph over all oppoſition, and be acknowledged 
the truth of God. He was ſo to explain and incul- 
cate this excellent doctrine, that it might appear to 
be the true way of obtaining ſalvation, and of ſer- 
ving God ; in oppoſition to human knowledge, 7 
is often fallacious, and to the Mofaic ceconomy, that 
exhibited only a ſhadow of good things, Which were 
then future. Or the expreflion may be thus interpre- 
ted, in reference to the perſonsdeſcribed in the former 
part of the verſe. The Mefliah ſhall ſend his golpel, 
accompanied with the Holy Sparit, to enlighten their 
underſtandings, to purify their hearts;and tomnvigorate 
all their powers, ſo as to render them completely victo- 
rious, and more than conquerors overalltheir enemies. 
Hake heed that you abuſe not this comfortable doc- 
trine, by negligence it) duty, by ans in ſin, 
or contempt of the appointed means a 
ſpiritual ſtrength and conſolation. The aſſu 
victory given to the weakeſt of God's Eren n Tup- 
poſe that they are ingaged in the ſpiritual wa: 
and are intended to encourage them to ſtand to t 
arms, and to fight valiantly. Notwithſtanding oft 
Chriſt informed-the ape peter that he had prayed 
for him, that his faith might not fail, he required 
him to watch and pray, that. be might x not enter 5 | 
Ea TAY { 


4 He ſhall not. f nor 8 die tin 
he hath ſet judgment in the earth: 0 the ; 
Ifles thall wait tor his law. ; 


Theſe words: plaitdy' intimate the I" mY 1 
gence. and glorious ſucceſs of this illuſtrous teacher. 
Thoſe who have. been employed i in inſtructing man- 
kind, deficient oft-times'in induſtry and zeal, or too 


- precipitate in the ures they have adopted, be- 


coming languid or weary, their expectations of ſuc- 
gels ok ou eng, The great Prophet of the 
L- Lord, 


32 


Lord, defective i in ad x theſe cope 
remitting aſſiduity and | | and 
explaining his divine doctrine, Peg the whole yſtem 
Wag completed and publiſhed to the world. Not, 
withſtanding the great difficulties he had to furmount, 
his. force was not abated. or broken; he did not, fa 
or grow weary, until he could ſay, It is finiſhed 
Nor was he to be diſcouraged, dejected, or i 
ted by the mighty oppoſition he had to encounter, 
from the wickedneſs of men, and the powers of dark: 
neſs. Poſſeſſed of invincible ſtrength and I 
mity, he never became remiſs, he never yielded 1 
the formidable obſtacles that lay in his way, but iin 
eeſſantly continued firm and unſhaken, in mind al 
exertion until be yielded up the ghoſt.— Till be ſec 
Judgment i in the earth... He will never deſiſt fromthe 
prolecution of his arduous work, until he hath plant. 
ed. his goſpel among all the nations of the world, 


the efficacy of his word, accompanied with his | 


$ irit, he hath eſtabliſhed-among them his kingdom 
hat conliſteth 3 in righteouſtiels, and peace, and joy in | 
the Holy Ghoſt, and brought them into . eQzon. to 


his mild and equitable government. lines 1s, Mew « 


And the iſles ſhall, 2vait for his dau. The Hebrew 
word tranflated ies, fignifies 405 5 nations or coun. 
tries *, whether encompaſſed by the ſea, or ſituated 
on the continent, and may here denote the Gentile 
nations. Theſe ſhall wait for the Meſſiah's law, 


the royal law of liberty, ſtampt with his authority, 
Which points out the way of life and ls 5 


or for his doctrine, that relates to righteo 
and ſalvation, and is deſigned. to regulate the faith. 


and practice of mankind. For * perfect lan the 


Gentiles ſhall wait with longing 


expe 
ſcious of their abſolute need of che valuable 1 ob | 


Though ignorant of the Meſſiah, and the promiſes of 
God, 1 ſenſible of their need of inſtruction on ſome 
important topics, they were with ardent defires to 


* for Al neceſſary benefit. To ths ils 82 


— 
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7s, Phopdihs @ Bala. 38 


be applied the words of the apoſtle Paul, who aff 
ſerts that the Greeks, the more poliſhed heathen nas 
tions, ſeek after wiſdom; not only of dio. 
tion, the beauties of eloquence, 6 Ice with 
the ſciznees, and propriety of conduct Wit alfo divine 
inſtruction on certaii ſub re Hence the Meſſf⸗ 
js called by the prophet Haggai, the deſtre uf Alf na: . 
tions &. The words may be rendered, The fes * 
n lions foalt place their hope ar truft: in bis doetrine ; | 
which gives à good ſenſe to the pretliction, int 
mating that the goſpel was not tü be confined t 
the Jews, but extended alſo to the Gentiles, who 
were to receive it with faith and hope, as the means 
ol their ſalvation. This expoſition exactly accordy 
with the words of the apoſtle Matthew, who thus 
para raphraſes them, In his name ſhall the Gentiles 
Such, bing to this prophecy,” ſhall be 
the extenſive ſpread and glorious ſucceſs of the'g64 
ſpel of the Son of God, which in part hath been fills 
filled ; and to the more full accomplihment we wall 
| forward with bope and joy. 


5 Thus ſaith God the LORD, kis chat N 
the heavens and ſtretehed them out; he that 
ſpread forth the earth, and that which comethi 
out of it; he chat giverh breath unto the people 
upon it, and ſpirit to hem that walk therein. 


The wonderful ſucteſs where with the Gocklige of 
the Malfiah was to be attended, is attributed td his | 
ſolemn deſtination By the Lord God, to be the Light 
and the Salvation of both Jews and Gentiles. In this 
and the four following verſes, Jehovah is introduced | 
m # manner truly magnificent, animating the Mef: . 
fiah to the fait performance of his important 
we every oppofition; eee | 

was deſtined, irt his purpoſe, to be the common teacher 

andSavioutofallnativns: In the preceding verſe, having 

pointed him W and deſcribed him en- 
Vot. I.. | _ tering. 
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tering on his- 1 . FO | 
ged; ang. the Lord God is here repre W 0 enco Ou 
raging him to enter on his office, by promiſes of his 
aſliſtance and ſupport. The addreſs commences with 
the greateſt ſolemnity and majeſty—Thus ſaith God 
_ the Lord, the eternal, unchangeable, ne Je- 
hovah, the fource of exiſtence, life, order, beauty, 
and felicity—He that created the heavens, that won. 
derful mixture of light and air which is every where 
* diffuſed around us, to which are owing the fine ap. 
pearance and fruitfulneſs of the earth, with all the 
vegetable and animal life that pervades this material 
world—that immenſe expanded firmament which i Is - 
adorned with the * — orbs that illuminate this 
habitation of the TOS of men. He that formed 
without any affiſtance, and called into exiſtence by 
the word of his power, the | celeſtial elements and 
planets; who ſtretched. them out y his diſcretion, - 
and eſtabliſhed them by his ee that ſpread 
forth the earth, that formed and adjuſted every part 
of it with exquiſite {kill, to be a ſuitable. convenient 
place of reſidence for mankind ; where we are plen- 
tifully furniſhed, not only: with the heceſſarics, but 
with the conveniencies of life And that which. co· 
meth aut of it ; ſuch as metals el ſtones of various 
kinds, fuel, trees, corns, herb $ of every ry forty 8 
for furniſhing uſeful proviſion fan an & All 
theſe the great God f, read forth into the 8 5 
upon the ſurface of he earth, as infinite wiſdom and 
goodneſs judged beſt, to accompliſh the purpoſes of 
ae” formation and their no elk 8 Ain 
e that iveth breath to the people upon it. 
vah is the 5 hor, BAI of G 5 but or 755 
mal and rational life, wherewith he hath pe . 
men who live upon this earth. | He,;hath, beſtowed 
on them, in common with all terre {tr animals, the 
B of life, which is reſerved by means of re- 
ſpiration. In the words of the Paul, HY 5 
5 veth to all like, and hreath, and all l | 


poſition- 
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hath alſo formed them with a principle of e life, 
with underſtanding, judgment, conſcience, memory, 
and other powers, which raife them far above inferior 
creation, which render them capable of receiving in- 
ſtruction by means of good doctrine, and of being go- 
verned by wholeſome laws. In the words of Elhu, 
« He teacheth us more than the beaſts of the earth, and 
© maketh us wifer than the fowls of heaven *. As he 
is the former of our bodies, ſo he is Father of our ſpi- 
rits, from whom they 3 and to whom they 
return, hen ſeparated from the bodies wherein they 
reſided. There is a ſpirit in man whereby he is ac- 
tuated, and governed, and qualified to manage his 
affairs with diſcretion, which cometh from the Lord 
of hoſts; who is wonderful in counſel. This import- 
ant prerogative God hath been ' pleaſed to confer on 
men who walk on the earth. With ſimilar ſublime - 
language is the prophecy introduced that is recorded 
in the 12th chapter of Zechariah, < Saith the Lord; 
ho ſtretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the 
foundation of the earth, and formeth the ſpirit of 
man within him.” hat a grand deſcription is this? 
We are apt to be dazzled by the pomp and ſplendor 
of an earthly prince, attended by a vaſt retinue, ſur- 
rounded by the nobles of the land, exhibiting proofs - 
of majeſty, opulence, and power. How inſignificant! = 
is human greatneſs, in compariſon of the ny of the 
Lord God, whoſe garment is the light, whoſe'throne: 
is the heavens, whoſe footſtool is the earth, and who” 
giveth breath and ſpirit to them that walk thereon.” 
Let all the earth then fear the Lord; let all the in- 
habitants of the world ſtand i in awe of kim. 0 . 


6 I the LORD have called ches in agil 


ouſneſs, and will hold thine hand, and. wil! 


- keep thee: and gi <5 ens for a covenant of the As. 
people, for a light o f the Gentiles. 


Theſe words wete directed to the ſervant of lag. 
| RE. 


. Job 3 147 


* 
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vah, by him who appointed him to be the teacher 
both of Jews and Gentiles, According to my fove. 
reign pleafure, I have deſigned thee, in my 
purpoſe; by my Spirit, I have qualified thee for the 
important office of enlightening the 4 and by 
the diſpenſations of my providence, I will qpen the 
way for the exerciſe of thy miniſtry, Chriſt Jeſus, 
the Mediator, did not aſſume to himſelf this honours 
able charaQer, but was called of God, as was Aaron; 
he did not glorify himſelf, but was made prophet 
and high prieſt by him that ſaid unto him, Thou at 
my ſervant whom I have, choſen. He was conſeera: 
ted to his office by the will and authority of Gd; 
from him, and not from any other, he received his 
commiſſion. How glorious the work to which he 
was called! It was no leſs than reſcuing men from 
ignorance, depravity, and bondage; and reftaring 


them to light, liberty, and felicity. By its accome 


pliſhment, he illuſtriouſly diſplayed the eelipſed glo- 
ry of Jehovah, and acquired to himſelf renown and 
praiſe from his inſtructed ranſomed people, who with 


7 gratitude magnify him as the author of their ſalva- 


tion. Jehovah declares that he called the Meſſiah 
in righteouſneſs. His appointment was founded on 
the moſt equitable grounds. To him this office of 
right pertained ; he only was able to diſcharge the 
duties of it with honour and ſucceſs ;- to manifeſt the 
righteouſneſs of God, to fulfil the promiſes made to 
the church, on which their faith and expectation are 
founded, and to 8 the neceſſities of thoſe! 2 
are ready to 
And will 51 ld thine . &. I wil ſupport thee 
in every trying 'emergency, I will ſuccour thee in e? 
very time of danger, I will encourage thee in/every 
ſervice, and I will deliver thee out of all the ſevete 
afflictions which thou haft to ſuſtain. By the pecu- 
har care of my providence, and the plentiful com. 
munications of my Spirit, I will continually preſerve 
thee, and afford thee ample ſupport at all times and 
in all * With this e —_— m—_ tk 
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his view, the Meſſiah is introduced ſaying, I wi 
« bleſs the Lord at all times, and his praiſe ſhall be 
cantinually in my mouth .I will keep thee, and 
defend thee from all eyil, ſo: that thou ſhalt be in 


perfect ſafety, amidit the mighty oppoſition and vis 


rulent enemies, with Which thau ſhalt have ta con- 
tend. Of this preſervation he was repeatedly: allus 
red, and therefore he could not fail ta enjoy the be- 
nefit of it, If the Lord was with -the- patriarch Jas 


cob, to keep him in all places, will he not much 


more keep Jacob's Redeemer? If he keep the fect 
of his ſaints, ſurely he will keep the head of tha 


church? If he keep his people as the apple of his 


eye, ſurely he will preſerye with infinite tender. 
neſs his righteous ſervant, his Elec in whom his ſoul 
delighteth. The moſt ſtriking evidences of this com- 
fortable truth are recorded in the goſpel hiſtory. 
When his enemies took counſel againſt him, and 


* roſe up and thruſt him out of the city; and led him 


to the brow of the hill, that they might caſt him 
* down headlong, he paſſing through the midit of 
them, went bis way p 3 nf or 4 
And give thee for @ cavenant of the' people. Jeſs 
Chriſt cannot properly. be: called a covenant, in the 
ordinary acceptation of the word, which denotes a 
ſolemn agreement betwixt two parties. Things fre. 
quently bear the ſame name in ſcripture as in com- 
mon language, which differ widely from one another. 
The Hebrew ward tranſlated covenant, is derived 
from one that ſignifies to cleanſe or purify - it is u- 
ſed to expreſs whatever tends to remove the odious 


pollution of ſin, whereby mankind are defiled, ren. 


dered unfit to appear in the divine preſence, and 
to enjoy communion with God. The promiſes and 


commandments of God being given for this purpoſe, 
they are ſometimes ſpoken of as his covenant. Eſpe- |. | 
cially is this deſignation! given to the Meſſiah, who 


cleanſes his people from all unrighteouſneſs, who 
walhes them from their fins, and puriſies them 
Fal. ri. 7. xxxiv. 1. f Luke ir. 29, 39. See alſo Jo. vii. 30. 
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unto himſelf, a peculiar people, zealous of "good 
works. He is alſo the baſis on which the covenant 
betwixt God and man is eſtabliſhed ;. the Mediator, 
who hath reſtored the friendly intercourſe between 
them that had been interrupted; who, by his death, 
ratified and confirmed the promiſes of God, who be- 
came ſurety to diſcharge his peoples debts, and to pre. 
ſerve them in the righteous ways of the Lord. By his 
perfect obedience, he acquired for them the Hoy 
Spirit, with every bleſſing neceſſary to their com- 
plete purification from ſin, and final happineſs ; yea, 
he himſelf is the ſum and ſubſtance of all promiſed 
bleſſings, on whoſe account they are beſtowed.—]e. 
hovah, therefore, promiſes to give him for a covenant 
of the people. The expreſſion intimates, that his de. 
ſtination to this endearing character, and relation to 
tis peculiar people, is the unconſtrained donation of 
ſovereign grace, and the wonderful diſplay of unpa- 
ralleled love.—As we can receive nothing unleſs it 
be given, this rich preſent, freely conferred, autho- 
riſes us to receive him for the purpoſes for which he 
is beſtowed. A moſt encouraging circumſtance this, 
which ought carefully to be attended to by all the . 
people of every deſcription. And if perſons are re- 
ſpected according to, their liberality, and the value 
of the benefits they confer ; what eſteem, what ve- 
neration, what gratitude are due to the Lord God! 
For a light of the Gentiles. The name Gentiles 
compriſes all the nations of the earth, befide the 
once highly favoured people, the poſterity of Abra- 
bam. During: the Moſaic œconomy, God fuffered 
all nations, except the Iſraelites, to walk in their own 
ways; in conſequence whereof they became vain in 
their imaginations, and their fooliſh hearts were dark- 
ened. Involved in ignorance reſpecting matters of 
the higheſt importance, they were ſtrangers to the 
covenants of promiſe, aliens from the commonwealth 
of Iſrael, without God, without Chriſt; and without 
- * hope in the world. When in this deplorable ſtate, 
©, the Klect of Jehovah was given to be a ho" 
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them. - In the fulneſs of time, mee to this os 
diction, the day · ſpring from on high did viſit us, to 
give light to thoſe that ſat in darkneſs, and in the 
iN of death; to guide our feet into the way of 


The Sun of righteouſneſs hath ariſen with 


yet ag under his wings, and ſhone forth with-meri- 
dian ſplendor, diffuſing the light of the glory of God 


among the heathen nations. The light at the world 
hath imparted to us the knowledge of ſalvation, thro? 
the remiſſion of ſius; and now the people that ſat in 


darkneſs, ſee a great light; and to them that were 
in the region and thadow of death, bake: is ſprung up. 


7 To open the blind eyes, to bring out the 


priſoners from the priſon, and them that fit 
in darkneſs out of the priſon houſe. 4 79 


That the honqur of Meſſiah, and the benefit he : 


confers might be complete, our Prophet farther de- 
ſcribes the benevolent purpoſes for which he was to 
be given to the Gentiles. What avails light to thoſe 


who have not eyes to ſee: The averſion of multi- 


tudes to acknowledge the truth clearly ſhews that the 
eyes of mankind, both of Jews and Gentiles, are 


blind. The propoſition: ſtated in theſe words, is un- 


queſtionably true, and cannot be fairly evaded; for 
as the apoſtle Paul affirms, the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are 
fooliſhneſs to him, neither can he know them, be- 
cauſe they are Ipiritually diſcerned . -Spiritually to 
diſcern the things which. God hath revealed by his 


Spirit, is ſo. to perceive. their tranſeendent excellence 
and infinite importance, as to be ſuitably affected with 
them, and to apply them to the purpoſes for wich 


they are revealed: this certainly is not done by 
natural men. The words. of Jeſus Chriſt; ſpoken 
from heaven to Saul, afterward called: Paul, ate de- 
ciſive as to the fact. 1 


* 1 Cor. i. 14. 


* 
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Delivering thee, (aid he) from 
the people and the Gentiles, unto whom now I ſend. 
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* darkneſs to light &, e. Even the Jews, to Whom 
God: had revealed the doctrine of his holy Word; And 
en whom he conferred many ſubſtantial advantages, 
were blinded by falſe prejudices, and involved in gtd 
ignoranee of divine things. Hence our 
clared, that the Phariſees were blind leaders of the 
* blind 5 they like other people, were deſtitute of 
ſpiritual underſtanding of the way of ſalvation, and 
unacquainted with tle myſtery of the goſpel. —Now 
Jeſus Chriſt was ſent to open theſe blind eyes, to 6 
| ftore ſight to thoſe who are ſpiritually blind; that they 
may behold the glory of Jehovah diſplayed, in his 
works, that they may ſee the perfection and excel. 
lence of his law, the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin, their 
periſhing condition by tranſgreſſion, the excellence 
of the Saviour, and their abſolute need of his righte- 


1 1 
2 
1 


douſneſs and Spirit. That they may diſcern the pre. 


ciouſneſs of God's promiſes, the beauties of holineſs, 
the hope of their calling, and the riches of the glary 
of the inheritance of the ſaints in light, Such aft 
the glorious objects ſeen by the blind eyes when 6 | 
3 SE „ TS SRD SFQ 115 I 0 
ms bring out the priſoners from the priſon. -| This 
expreſſion may relate e Jews, | 
who before faith came, were kept under the lay, 
ſhut up unto the faith which was afterward: to be 
revealed : i. e. Until the promiſed Redeemer, the 


great object of the faith and hope of the church, 


made his appearance; they were kept in ſafe cuſtody; | 
or guarded by the law, as princes by their life gutirds 
or fortreſſes by their garriſons. They were ſhut up; 
eloſely confined ; as priſoners in a goal, *theyi-were 
not at liberty to go out, or to do what they pleaſed; | 


and no way was left open for their delivefance bt 


eſcape, but that of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, who Was re. 
vealed in the laſt time. Under the ſtrongeſt 6blige- 


tions punctually to obſerve the rites and co 


ments enjoined by the law, every er 


Acts avi. 17, 18, | + Mat xv. 14. 1 Gal. ii. a3. | 
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them to farther puttifffbert, and fleet owe 
lu on theit minds, che eohſcioufnefs of fin, and 
the en denbunced tgaintt it. Sucht was the for: 
orm ſtate of the priſoners who the ſervant of 
{2s to redeent from. under the law, and to bring 
forth froth! their cnfinemetit, that they might recerve 
the adoption! of fon. == And them that; 12 i TER > 
ot of the' priſen houſe. This claufe of 14 
hive à particular reference to the Centtke Faß 
deſcribed as fitting in darkneſs, bein ng pot only defti- 
tute of ſpiritual Tight, but of eyes to difcern adi, 
the excellettee and importance of divine ttuths.— 
ting the underſtanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God, through the ignorance that is 
in 1s, becauſe of the Vlindriefs of our heart. 90 
deplorable was our ſtate, that Rxe perfons cloſe! 
confined in prifoti, from hom the light is excluded, 
we had not the of falutary trath to make mant 
feſt ſpiritual objects; nor yet the power of fpiritua 
diſcernment. Juch was our dolefal condition, thar 
we were ertſlaved by ignorance and error, fübſecł 
to diverſe Itrſts and pleaſures, fettered by the bonds 
of iniquity, kiraſſed with dread of deferved pimiſh- 
ment, forcibly detaitied in thraldom by the pars 
of this world, arid unable to extricate ourfelves; w 
God's s righteous Servant was ſerit to our” refief, mY 
he might brittg us into & Rate of light arid 7 15 


happineſs arid 8 oo = DUKE 


of prifort, that I may praife't 

$1 atthe Lord, — . name: end my 
glory wilf I not give to another, SORT hol 
praiſe to gravent ithages, 


Theſe words Sager this 3 ;ons Cracker nd 
prerogative of the Wing attd true God. "The ex- | 
preffions, which are indeed fublime, phtinly intimate, 
that Jehovah is the: only true God, and that the true 
*. one is Jehovalt Conter x 4 
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and awe this great and dreadful eee 
above all bleflin g and praiſe, that is excellent in all te 
earth, terrible amon NN heathen, and good before 
his ſaints. A hows critic in the Hebrew me 
hath obſerved, that the characters which de 
three different tenſes, are expreſſed in the bag >] 
| Jehovah. "The letter Jod, at the beginning, heit 
characteriſtic of the future tenſe; Va, in the mid- 
dle, of the participle preſent, and He, at the end, of 
the time paſt*®. The apoſtle John, hath unfolded 
its import in the deſcription he gives of. the glorious 
perſon, from whom he intreats grace and peace to 
the churches, £ Who is, who was, and who is to 
come, (Rev. i. 4.) By this appropriate name, God 
_ proclaims his real ſelf-exiſtence, that he is eternal, 
independent, unchangeable; and therefore he will 
moſt certainly accompliſh all the promiſes. he hath 
made to the Meſſiah and the rr whereby: his 
righteoufneſs, grace, veracity, and other. attributes 
ſhall be demonſtrated. When we think of the dif- 
ficulties attending the work aſſigned to the Mediator, 
of delivering and enlightening Jews and Gentiles, 
how pleaſant and reviving to reflect, that the omni- 
potent Jehovah hath engaged to accompliſh it. 0 
Iſrael, truſt then in the Lord; ye that fear the Lord, 
R the Lord, and he ſhall bring it to paſs, 
my glory will I not give 10 another, &. The 
We. due to his divine excellencies, the eſteem, the 
confidence, and the devout acknowledgments that 
they juſtly demand, the Lord God claims as his 
unqueſtionable right, which he will not permit to 
be alienated from him, and aſcribed to any other. 
Nor will he allow the tribute of Neude due to 
his infinite Majeſty, to be ſacrilegiouſiy transferred 
to any creature or idol whatſoever. His glory and 
praiſe, the richeſt gems in his ſacred crown, he will 
poſſeſs alone, and will not part with them to any) 
- uſurper. This explicit declaration, affords the ſtrong- 
eſt grounds whereupon faith and hope may reſt f 
the SOR of the above predictions reſpecting | the 
4 
* Diſertatio s Buxtorfii de nomine. . 
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great Redeemer. It gives the moſt ample ſecurity . 
which can be defired, that Jehovah will extend his 
ſalvation to thoſe, who have aſcribed to others his glo- 
ry and praiſe, and that in conſequence they ſhall unite 
in attributing to him alone the honour due to his 
name. Whilſt we render unto man, the things that 
are man's, let us give unto God, the things that are 
God's, taking heed that we do not worſhip and ſerve 
the creature more than the Creator, who is bleſſed 
for ever. - 33 LYK 0 Et 3 1D VE ra 8 by 5 5 


9 Behold the former things are come to 
pals, and new things do 1 declare : before 
they ſpring forth, I tell you of them. 


Theſe words may be conſidered as affording a 
ſtriking proof, that the God in whoſe name our Pro- 
phet delivered theſe predictions, is Jehovah. That 
you may be fully convinced of this important truth; 
| attentively conſider the former things that are come 
| | to paſs, exactly according to the prophecies of God's 
ö ſervants, not one of them have failed of their accom- 
| pliſhment, all of them are verified. In this expreſ- 
: lion, there may be reference to the wonderful deli- 
| verance of Iſrael from the power of the Egyptians, 
and the conquefts they obtained oyer their powerful 

| enemies, in order to their entering on the poſſeſſion 
of the land of Canaan.— And new things do I declare, 
: &. By foretelling approaghing events, that are 
yet to happen, I ſet before you farther ſatifying evi- 
dences, that the God in whoſe name I ſpeak, is the 
Lord. The new things here alluded to, may be the 
illumination and call of the Gentiles to participate it | 
the ſalvation of the Mefliah ; that great ubexpeRted | 
event, which exhibits a tec diſplay of the 
riches of divine grace, and unfolds the myſtery hid 
from former generations, but clearly predicted in. 
theſe prophecies. ” Prior to the leaft appearance r 
proſpect of theſe events, I announce their certain ap- 
proach, and inform you of them long before _ ; 

| I ob J 


| 


- 
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take n may deen 
lege the divinity of the Gog ef Irael, l 
be ſatisfied of the truth of my miſſion, and that faith 
end hope may be excited to expect the fulfiimamt of 
hat I hayedeelazed.—Do you likewile,,ny 8 

carefully obſerve the exact aceo 


mplument of 
Prophets, and promiſes recorded in this book, that 


10 Sing unto the LORD a new « og. 


i raiſe from the end of the earth; ye that 
l ff the 


go down to the ſea, and all thatist cre; 
"_ arid Fog inhabitants _— 


z$ 


Weary, 33 he Gentle to þ any in he i 


prailes of Ne moe conferred upon them thelt 
precious bleſſings. By this diſpenſation of grace, the 
Moſt ſubſtantial grounds of joy and gladnels, of er- 
ultation and triumph were afforded them, For 3 
Jong time, they had beep fitting in darkneb, and in 
the region of death; now a great light was ariſen 
upon them: they bad been ſhut up in ths priſon 
detained in the moſt miſerable condition; non 
liberty, ſpiritual, $ liberty, was 


| aimed. 
Surely then, it well becomes people thus infinitely 


obliged by the moſt endearing kin e ther 
great benefactor and deliverer, and Nats the 5 
neſs and grace they have experienced, This tribute 

of gnatityde is to be conveyed hy inging a now fn: 
a long proper for renewed 3 men to ſing, in 
the new creation or kingdom of Jeſus Ghoſt, " 
ſuited to celebrate new mercies, prefigured by 
conferred on Iſrael in former times, The expreſs 
«jen gecun in * n Pavia. l (jets 
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from 1 Chron, xvi. king David delivered to be ung 


_ plalms. After the prop 


E „e ow ee ee eee A mae — — 


36 
gn ode of -pegutiar excellence ; wherein the glorious 


attributes, with {ome ſplendid adaureble new warks 


of God, are magnified and exalted, In this ſenſe, the 
phraſe is uſed in the g8th Flalm, which we: lean 


en occaſion. of temporal bepelits,: E 


ſpiritual bleſſings, 


Prior to this — of the church a belle the book 


of Plalms, and the Song of Songs, there Were compo- 
ſed the ſong that had been ſung by the J{raclites &t 


the Red Sea, after their wonderful deliverance, 
Exod. xv. The ſong of Moſes, which a little before 
bs deuh hs gave 6 8 
Deut. xxx. The { rg ne Deborah and Barak. 
Judg. y. The ſong of ah, on the nativity of 
Samuel, 1 Sam. ii The ſong of David, on the death 
of Saul and Jonathan, 2 Sam. i. Ibe ſong of 
Iſaiah, repreſenting the unfruitialpels of the church, 

in chap. y. The ſong of praiſe, chap. xi. The ſong 
to excite confidence in Cad. chap. xxvi. The ſong 
of Hezekiah after recovery, chap. xxxvii.¶ None of 


theſe, it ſeems, were periectly adapted to this acca- 


ſion; or the ſtructure and deſign of their compoſitiom 


did not altogether accord with preſent cireumſtan- 


ces; and therefore the inhabitants of the earth are 


| required to {ing unto the Lord anew ſong. Or. per- 


haps they are directed to recite with gratitude and 


gladneſs, ſome of thoſe ' hymns which bear this in- 


{cription, ſuch as the: r g6th and g8th | 
ecies of Iſaiah were delivered, 
mou on recorded in ſeripture, befides the Lamenta- 
of Jeremiah, written in the poetical or metrical 


| file: The ſong of Jonah, on account of his delive- 
rance in chap. ii. of his book The ſong of Habak- - 


kuk, wherein the power and en Jehovah 
is celebrated. chap. iii. The ſong of Mary, on ia- 
luting Elizabeth. Luke i. 46.— The ſang of Zacharias, 


on recovering the uſe of ſpeech, e eee 5 
Jong of Simeon, expreſlive of gratitude on {eeing the 


* Lake i, * of Moſes and the 
m 


a 2 p 
0 n ＋ [4 - "IO 
= N - f 
— TIES rear be eee ret ran ” - 


. 
+ { 
ö 


univerſal thankſgivings to Jehovah from people of 
every deſcription, and of every place, the iſlands, 
with thoſe who reſide upon them, are invited to join 


_ hath made known his 
the goſpel ; he hath openly ſhewed his righteouſneſs, 


| nations are exhorted to dear a part in this new ſong. | 


of lift up their voice, the villages cat Keday- 
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Lamb, in Revelation, chap. xv. Theſe are moſt if | 
not all of the ſongs contained in the Bible, Which! 

take this opportunity of enumerating. And bis pruſt 
from tbe end of the earth, &e. Whilſt the Gentiſes 
are excited to celebrate the praiſes of God for ue 
goodneſs, thoſe of them are particularly called upon 
who dwell in places moſt remote from the land 
to which God had been peculiarly favourable, to 
unite in melodiouſly ſhewing forth the glory of Je. 
hovah. Le that inhabit the utmoſt parts of the earth, 
be not ſilent, but join the univerſal chorus, who laud 
and magnify the ever enduring mercy of the Lord 
of lords, who remembered us in our low eſtate.— Ie 
that go down to the ſea, & c. Merchants and mari 


ners, who do buſineſs in the great waters, who ſee 
the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep, 


— The i/les, end the inhabitants thereof. To excite 


in expreſſing gratitude and joy to God our Saviour, 
for the precious bleſſings of ni ſalvation. The Lord 
by the preaching ef 


whereby fingers are juſtified in the fight of the hea- 
then. As his mercies extend to all nations, ſo a 


11 Let the wilderneſs and the cities thanks 


doth inhabit : let the inhabitants of the rock 
fing : let them ſhout from thy top . | 
mountains, bo « 4 #<8 * 3 


The b of the Nediah "0s 8 ih" | 


only to countries more cultivated and {acquainted 
with commerce, but alſo to the deſarts of Arabia; the 


people that dwell in theſe wild regions are alſo call- 


ed to join in praiſing God. The wandering tribes 
which mhabited \ that vaſt deſart Rn favoured * 
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che knowledge of the goſpel, ſhould pd n 
for the glad tidings pes which it made them ;ac- 
quainted. - Be not ſurpriſed that the cities in this 
large tract of country are required to lift up their 
voice; for we read in the prophecies of Jeremiah of 
the kings of Arabia, and the kings of the mingled- 
people. that dwell in the deſart 8 Theſe rude but 
numerous people, which were the poſterity of Kedar, 
one of the ſons of Iſhmael, had cities, and villages 
wherein they reſided; and to them the Prophet n 
dreſſes this invitation.—By the beet of the 
rock may be intended thoſe that dwelt in the chief ; 
and beſt fortified: cities in Arabia Petrea, which 
were built on rocks and eminences. By the moun- 
tains probably were intended thoſe celebrated ones, 
Paran, Horeb, and Sinai; ſituated in the ſame coun- 
try, from the tops of which, were to be heard ſongs; 
even glory to the Lord. This variety of eee 
and diverſified deſcription, is intended to include the 
Gentile nations, enlightened by the great Redeemer, 
who are invited to lift up their voice, to ſing, and to 
ſhout with triumph, on account of the preciqus bleſ-- 
ing; they enjoy . the . 7 


12 Let them give glory unto the LORD, 
and declare his praiſe in the iſlands. F. 


Men cannot add any thing to the 1 
of Jehovah, which, being infinite and eternal, admits 
not of diminution: or increaſe. All that they are re- 
quired to do, is to acknowledge and declare this x 
ry; to own his ſovereign dominion, authority, and 
grace ; to endeavour to ſerve and pleaſe him by the 
duties of gratitude and obedience; and to give "conf 
the honour due to bis name. Of all the duties Which 
men owe to their Creator, Benefa@or, and Redeem- 1 
er, this is the moſt comprehenſive. It is that Which 
is moſt worthy of God, and becoming the creature; 
it forms a n made in * 255 exerciſes. f 

228 devetion, 
. * Chap XIV. . 


thatkfciving, which ahwayrim 10 
chat 604 is Kelly ſuch he hath manifeſted, 3 
to mankind; in lis works, and im ths riches of Ji f6- 

vereigt grace, and that his berictits have deep 
profled the heart with love and gratitude. Sele. 
to the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, give une 
the Lord glory 25 firength; give unto cho Lo 
glory due unto his name ; for his everlaſting meg 
aud free favour in giving lighe to yon when Atting 
in darkneſs, and in bringing you forth from the pn. 
ſon into glorious liberty Efpecially' are you, the 
inhabitants of this hig eee exe, op. 
on to give thanks 1 n oy Bras 


14 lg LORD han Zo - forth AD A 
man, he ſhall ſtir 5 en like a man of war: 
de ſhall cry; yea roar: ; he fire! prog oy 


his enemies. e 


Another argument ge OP WAS" ith hk bole . 
already mentioned, is here fuggeſted, to excite the 


Gentiles ta unite in giving glory and praiſe to _ 
vah. For many ages hy Geeſe nations nd} 


ſet x cp eee priſon wherein they 
confined, and having granted them t 6 
gloxions goſpel, He was about to Bring them: into he. 
teheity and liberty of his etildren, For this great, u- 
merited benefit, 1 . 0 pre 

: $ introduced an 


7. N of th 

INVU * ants ho 40 „ eee boan 
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E theth the power which they hed; 9 bad 5 

Vo 


to reſene- his milerable 2212 from the tyranny al 
e ere 
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oppreſſion under which they had long groaned: By 
this figure or manner of ſpeech, wherein the Moſt 


High is ſpoken of as a champion or warrior, he is of- 


ten repreſented in the ſacred writings, both by pro- 


phets and poets *. There is great beauty and pro- 


priety in the alluſion, which exhibits Almighty God 
going forth like a hero, to deliver. his choſen people- 
from the power of their enemies; to inflict upon them 


righteous vengeance for the injuries done to his name, 
his honour, and kingdom; to vindicate his glory, of 
which he had been deprived by 1dolaters ; and to 
reſcue the nations from 1gnorance, error, idolatry, 
and ſervitude, by means of the doctrine and Spirit 
of Jeſus Chriſt. This precious privilege ought to be 
celebrated with thankfulneſs and joy by all nations 


poſſeſs. | 


honour, and expoſe them to reprgach. Animated by 
this heroic ſpirit, they exerted all their powers in the 
combat. Something ſimilar to this is here attributed 
to Jehovah, who after having ſuffered the honour of 
his name to have been long obſcured, jealous. for his 
own glory and the happineſs of his people, goes forth 
to ſubdue every advent power. —Iſe ſhall cry; yea, 
rear. Theſe words intimate that the Lord God was 


have gained the victory over their enemies. You 
will find this matter nobly illuſtrated in the hiſtory 
of the war betwixt Abijah king of Judah, and Jero- 
boam at the head of the Iſraelites, recorded'2 Chron. 
Ul. 10. et ſeg, The expreſſions here uſed may inti- 


Vor. HI. : f Q 
See Exod. xv. 3. Deut. xxxii. 41, Pſal, Xxxv. 1. Zech. xiv. 3. 


mate, that the Almighty, in diſplaying his glory by 
5 Tt | the 


who e hs in it, as the greateſt bleſſing they 
8 5 ö D 1 eh. 


He ſhall flir up jealouſy, &c. Men renowned for 
military valour, when about to fight, were wont to. 
go forth to battle inflamed with rage, on the recol- 
lection of the injuries they had received from their 
adverſaries, ſolicitous that nothing might tarniſh their 


to make ſome terrible noiſe, ſuch as is formed by the 
found of trumpets and other martial . inſtruments, 
when ſoldiers engage in battle, or when conquerors 


0 {1 
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the overthrow of the empire of Satan, and the fe. 


ſtruction of idolatry, was to employ thoſe means which 


were to aſtoniſh and confound his adverſaries; ſuc 


' -_ were the diſcourſes, the apologies, and confeſſions of 


his faithful ſervants and martyrs. They may fafther 
denote, that the eſtabliſhment. of the kingdom of 


Meſſiah in this world, was to be attended with great 


and awful commotions, the effects of divine wrath 


and vengeance, which were to be loudly publiſhed o- 


ver all the earth; the fame whereof was to ſtrike ter. 
ror into the ſupporters of ſuperſtition and idolatry, 
From the throne of God were to proceed thunder. 


ings, and lightenings ; voices, and earthquakes, and 


terrible judgments ; whereby men were to be in- 
ſtructed, that the Moſt High will dreadfully avenge 


his injured honour and intereſt.— Be wiſe now, 


therefore, O ye kings; be inſtructed, ye judges of 
the earth: ſerve the Lord with fear, and rejoice 
with trembling *. Let this counſel be acceptable 
to ou allo of r e oo ooo ins 


14 I have long time holden my peace; 1 
have been ſtill, and refrained myſelf: a0 will 
I cry like a travailing woman; I will deſtroy 


* . 


and devour at once. 


God declares by the Prophet, that when he would 
call the Gentiles to participate in the privileges of 
his kingdom, a remarkable change was to take place 


in the world: the œconomy of the church was to 


aſſume a new form; and a different order of things 
was to be eſtabliſhed. For a long period he had 
held his peace, whilſt the whole human race (the 
poſterity of Abraham excepted) diſperſed over the 
jace of the earth, had corrupted his worſhip, and 
diſhongured his divine majeſty. He had ſuffered all 
nations to walk in their own ways of ignorance, ſu- 
perſtition, and idolatry, which they had deviſed. and 
wherein they delighted. The time of this ane 


* Pſal. ii. 10, 11. 
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God winked at; not that he approved or encouraged 
their fin and folly, but highly diſpleaſed at their ab: 
ſurd conduc, he took no notice of them: he left 
them to follow the imaginations of their own hearts; 


he gave them no direct revelation from heaven, nor 
ſent his ſervants'to ſhew them the evil of their ways, 


and to reclaim them from error and wickedneſs. In 
this manner God refrained himſelf, and exerciſed 
much long-ſuffering toward thoſe who knew him not. 
— Now will [ cry, &c. To ſtop the torrent of cor- 


ruption and ery, which had ſpread among all peo- 


ple, Jehovah was to break ſilence, and to burſt _ 
der the reſtraint he had obſerved in times paſt : 

2 travailing woman whoſe hour is come can ray 
longer refrain from crying aloud, ſo he was to lift up 
his voice in the miniſtry of the goſpel, and by the 


_ exertions of his mighty power and grace, multitudes 


were tobe regenerated and ag conb into the ſpiritual 
world. The empire of Satan, wherein fin had reign- 
ed unto death, was to be deſtroyed ; and the King- 
dom of grace, in which righteouſneſs was to reign by 
Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal life, was to be eſtabliſhed. — 
I will deftroy (faith God) and devour at once. Iwill effec- 


tually vanquiſh all oppoſition that comes in the way, to 


obſtruct the execution of this purpoſe, and conſume 
ſuddenly thoſe who endeavour to counteract the de- 
ſigns of my providence and grace. A fire ſhall de- 
your before me, and it ſhall be yery ee 
round about. | 


15 I will make watts mountains 44 hills, / 


and dry up all their herbs; and I will make 


the rivers iſlands, and I will ary. a i the 


pools. _ 4 EW 


Thoſe who ke this psd Fol Er that 
mighty man of war, who Erith his victorious army 
conquered the great city Babylon, a the 2 


in their obvious literal Tale. To this a 
the prophecy I cannot accede ; 5 becauſe 22 — 
here | 


| 
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here foretold are repreſented as ſources of joy to all 
the Gentile nations, even the moſt remote. Now W 


what ground of exultation and praiſe, to the-inhabi- 
tants of ſome great nations, was the dehverance of 


the Jews from captivity at Babylon, and their return 
to the land of Canaan? Nor do I ſee how this expo- 


ſition conſiſts with what immediately precedes” and 
follows, or harmonizes with the general ſtrain of this 


part of our Prophet's diſcourſe. I therefore proceed 


to explain the words in the figurative ſenſe. _- 

They deſcribe ſome great and wonderful work 
which God was about'to execute by his power and 
vengeance, in reference to the Gentiles, who are e- 
ſpecially intended in the preceding verſes. In the 
proplietic ſtyle, mountains and hills denote empires 
and kingdoms, with their capital cities . This ex- 
preſſion, then, may import, that God would lay de- 


ſolate thoſe great and ere. nations, that obſtruct 


the intereſts of the goſpel of Chriſt, and the adyance- 
ment of his kingdom and glory.—By the like analo- 
gy, the herbs produced by theſe mountains may ſig- 

nify, whatever by their means was made to grow and 
flouriſh ; ſuch as idolatry and ſuperſtition, with the 
temples and groves conſecrated to the ſervice of idols. 


Theſe were to be dried up, and in great meaſure con- 


ſumed, by thoſe calamities that proceeded from in- 
flamed divine vengeance.—Rivers may denote either 
the means employed for conveying information. re- 


ſpecting idolatrous rites and ceremonies, or the diffi- 
culties and obſtacles that lay in the way of the execu- 
tionof the divine purpoſe. Theſe were to be converted 
into iſlands, their channels were to be dried up and 


quite altered, and every hinderance effectually re- 
moved. The pools may repreſent the collective bo- 


dies of men, which were intended to teach the peo- 


ple ſuperſtitious rites and idolatrous practices, where- 
by they were preferved from abandoning their old 
cuſtoms. Thefe were to be entirely deprived of 


their former power and influence. The predictions, | 


| conſidered 
See Jer. li, 25. \ ; 
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conſidered in their figurative ſenſe, plainly intimate, 

that whatſoever was connected with Pagan inſtitu- 
tions and rites, ſhall be altogether aboliſned by the 
ſpecial interpoſition of Providence, in many of thoſe 
ſtates. that were moſt adverſe to the kingdom of God. 
No oppoſition, however formidable, no combination, 
however ſtrong, no obſtacles, though apparently un- 
ſurmountable, can ever prevent the execution of the 
counſels of the Lord God Omnipotent, who declares 
in the next ves & Y TS, 


16 And I will bring the blind by a way 
that they knew not; I will lead them in paths 
that they have not known; I will make dark- 
neſs light before them, and crooked things 
ſtraight. Theſe things will I do unto them, 
and not forſake the. „ 


In conſiſtency with the expoſition given of the pre- 
ceding verſes, I confider theſe promiſes chiefly in. 
reference to the diſciples of the Son of God, ſaved 
from among Jews and Gentiles, who are journeying 
toward a city of habitation.— The perſons to whom 
theſe gracious aſſurances are given are blind. This 
deſignation may with propriety be applied to them, 
inaſmuch as they were once deſtitute of ſpiritual diſ- 
cernment, until reſtored to the enjoyment of that in- 
eſtimable bleſſing by the God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. The man who was cured of his natu- 
ral blindneſs by JeſusChriſþ was called the blind man 
even after his eyes were opened *. In like manner, 
thoſe who have had the eyes of their underſtandings 
enlightened may ſtill retain the name of blind, which 
is deſcriptive of their former conditipn;—Orthepeo- 
ple ſpoken of may be denominated blind, becauſe 
their ſpiritual ſight is weak; they ſee hut in part and 

through a glaſs darkly ; they fee not afar off; and 
have juſt cauſe to lament their remaining ignorance 
of divine objects. They do not clearly perceive the 
» See John ix. 17. FS BY 
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deſigns of finds providence: in his N 
tions toward the world and the church. They 
aſtoniſhed at the means which God hath W 5 
to accompliſh the ends that his infinite wiſdom-hath 
purpoſed to execute. They do not ſee as they.qught 
the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin, the corruption af hu. 
man nature, its oppoſition to the law and goſpel of 
God ; nor do they diſcern as they wiſh, the import 
and excellence of divine truths, fo as to have a tran. 
forming view of their beauty and utility.— To per- 
ſons of this character God ſaith, 

I will bring them by @ way that they knew not, be. 


| Theſe expreſſions ſeem to be of ſimilar import, the 


latter ſerving to illuſtrate and confirm the former. 
The way that they knew not may comprehend all 
the various means whereby the Moſt High conducts 
his people through this world, and Ne them to 
his eternal kingdom. They are ſuch as could not 
have been deviſed by mortals, and very different in- 
| deed from thoſe pointed out by carnal wiſdom. By 
this way, he brings them from a ſtate of ſpiritual 
bondage and captivity into glorious liberty, and car. 
ries them progreſſively forward to the poſſeſſion. of 
the heayenly inheritance, the better country, the reſt 
that remaineth for the people of God. In the exer- 
ciſe of genuine repentance, of faith in his word and 
rovidence, of ſelf-denial, mortification of fin, of be 
_ devotion; unreſerved obedience and ſubmiſſion, he 
leads them on through ſnares, difficulties, and trials 
to the land of everlaſting e ed To this way 
they were entire ſtrangers, until God was gracioully 
pleaſed to bring them into it, and make them go in 
the way of his precepts. Like Iſrael ; in the wilder- 
neſs, they wandered in a ſolitary way, inattentive to 
_ the bleflings they received from God, and their infi- 
nite obligations to him; they queſtioned his power, 
. veracity, and loving kindneſs; ; they Fran ed his 
commandments, and murmured at his diſpenſations. 
From this dangerous ſtate, the Lord er 
and cds, leads chem in paths they have not 
N 
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known; wherewith in times paſt they were 1 | 
unacquainted. And even after he hath brought mem 
into the paths of righteouſneſs for his name's ſake, 
were they deſtitute of a guide, their condition would 
be truly deplorable,and their ruin unavoidable: unlefs 

he lead them in his truth, and preſerve them amid 
the unforſeen difficulties and oppoſitions thro! which 
they have to paſs, they muſt . a prey” to their ene- 
mies. 

Iwill onde darkneſs light, &c. What a deli gutful 
change is here foretold! The ignorance, unbelief, and 
error; the afflictions and ſorrows whereby the peo- 
ple of God were diſtreſſed and annoyed, and which 

hindered them from contemplating divine objects in 
their native beauty, ſhall he diſpelled, according to 
this prediction. Thoſe things which ſeemed myſte. 
rious and obſcure ſhall be rendered clear and perſpi- 
cuous ; thoſe which appeared perplexing and dubi- 
ous ſhall become plain and evident; thoſe events 
which were calamitous and painful ſhall be exchan- 
ged for them that are Progperoue and ſucceſsful ; 
and thoſe which excited fear and diſmay ſhall aflume 
a pleaſant and joyful aſpect. God will mercifully 
remove every thing compriſed under the name of | 
darkneſs, in which they bad been involved; and cauſe 
the light of divine knowledge, holineſs, and comfort 
to ſpring up, ſo that they ſhall be advanced to pro- 
ſperity, happineſs, and joy. Their gifts. and graces 
ſhall gradually increaſe ; their holineſs and good 
works ſhall ſhine more and more unto the perfect 
day.— And crooked things ftraight. Thoſe vicious 
practices which were moſt inconſiſtent with the rule 
of God's word, ſhall be rectified or laid aſide q and 
thoſe things that were moſt adverſe to the happifieſs 
and the intereſt of the objects of his love and care, 
ſhall receive a new direction. Every impediment | 
that hindered their progreſs in the ways 'of truth _ 
and righteouſneſs ſhall be taken away in due time: 
even thoſe violent perſecutions which threatened the 
Fuln of the I _ conduce to their benefit, by 


purifying 
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5 purifying them from corruption, and 


them from hypocritical profeſſors; whilſt on con. 


ſtancy and zeal of confeſſors of the truth; ſhall prove 


| . the meansof propagating the goſpel of Chriſt Theſe 
things will I do unto them, &c.. The Lord God who 


is faithful and true, pledges his veracity for the ac- 
compliſhment of the precious promiſes we have been 
conſidering, and aſſures his ſervants, that they ſhall 


E be fulfilled in ſuch a manner as to demonſtrate his 


power and preſence. Though the benefits he hath 
promiſed to confer are ineſtimable, and thoſe on whom 
they -are to be beſtowed are altogether unworthy of 
them ;,yet they may firmly rely on the faithfulneſs 
of Jehovah, that they ſhall be enjoyed in due ſeaſon; 

for, ſaith God. will no forſake them. This com- 
fortable aſſurance, which is often repeated, is plain 
and explicit, and ought never to be called in queſ- 
tion. His loving kindneſs he will not utterly take 
from them, nor leave them in any caſe; and there- 


fore they may depend on his omnipotence and grace 


being at all times exerted in their behalf. Such are 

the important bleſſings wherewith God hath declared 

he will enrich his church: in them we ought to be 

ſolicitous to ſhare. Be ſtrong then in faith, giving 

glory to God; fully perſuaded, that what he Toth 
promiſed he will perform. # 


19 They ſhall be turned back, * r 
be greatly aſhamed, that truſt in graven ima- 


ges, that fa to the molten 1 images, Ye are our 
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* confounded, 


| | ce 155 confialion ſhall be che certain: Por- 
tion of idolaters. People of this deſcription percei- 
ving the wonderful progreſs of the 8 and the 
awful judgments inflicted upon the enemies of the 
ſervants of God,aſhamed and confounded at their oon 
folly, were to deſiſt from their abſurd practices. Si- 
milar expreſſions with thoſe now before: us, frequently 
occur in the Plalms of David. All they ſhall be 
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« confounded (faith the royal poet), that ſerve graven 
images, that boaſt themſelves of idols *. The words 
ol our Prophet plainly intimate, that thoſe who had 
been addicted to idolatry, conſcious of their vain and 
criminal practices, were to renounce, with ſname and 
regret, the ſervice of thoſe images which they had 

acknowledged as their gods. Senfible that they 
could not hear their requeſts, that they were incapa- 
ble of working any deliverance, or of conferring any 
benefit, they were no longer to do them homage. They 
were no more to ſay to the work of their hands, xe 
are our gods; but with juſt diſdain, to adopt the lan- 
guage of Ephraim, What have I to do any more 
with idols f. — This prediction hath been verified 
in many remarkable inſtances. God grant it may 
alſo be fulfilled in you, who have loved and ſerved the 
creature more than the Creator, who is bleſſed for 
ever—That, aſhamed of your vain confidence, you 
may turn from dead idols to ſerve the living God. 


- 


ye may ſee. A 


In theſe words, our Prophet addreſſes the Jewiſh 
people, who are repreſented as in a very miſerable” 
ſtate, demanding from them diligent attention fo 
what he was about to deliver. Having foretold the 
future illumination and converſion of the Gentiles, 
and the deſtruction of idolatry; he takes occafion to 
ſhew his countrymen their obdurate inſenſibility, 
with reſpect to religious matters, and their criminal 
propenſity to the ſervice of idols, notwithſtanding 
the many warnings they had received, and the 3 | 
culiar advantages they enjoyed. 'To this very im- 
portant intereſting ſubject, he calls them e 
their mind. Ye who have hitherto lent à deaf ear 
to the admonitions, reproofs, and counſels given you 
dy the ſervants of J ehovah, and who by unprovoked 
rebellion againſt his authority, have expoſed” your- 
elves to the terrible judgments of Heaven. Hear, 

You W "= 

 ® PE; evil. 7. + Hol. xiv. 8. 


18 Hear, ye deaf ; and look, ye blind, that 


338 LECTURES ow Tus . XII 


0 my people, and I will teſtify unto you; incline 
your ear to the words of my mouth. Hearken dili. 
gently to what I have in command from God to tell 


vou, and to foretel, fhall certainly come to — 


Take heed what you hear, and how you hear; a- 


ware that there is as much danger 1 in hearing in an 


improper manner, as there is benefit and comfort in 
hearing aright : Ye who have been blind to your 


. beſt intereſts, and who have never ſeen the excellence 
and utility of the inſtructions, you have received from 


the prophets of the Lord: Ye who have been deaf, 
neither perceiving, pondering, nor obeying the di- 
rections and warnings that have been given you 
Open your ears to hear, and your eyes to contem- 
plate the momentous information I am about to com- 
municate for your conſideration. Plead not your 
ability to comply with this requiſition, and thus 


endeavour to excuſe your diſobedience. Be aflured 


that this is your preſent indiſpenſible duty, and if 
attentively performed, may prove the means, through 
the divine bleſling, of bringing you both to hear 
and ſee as you ought.— The ſame demand is made 
upon you, brethren, to which you ought to yield 
prompt obedience. Hear then, the voice of the Son 


of God, and you ſhall live ; behold his e an 


you ſhall be ſaved. 


4 9 Who-is blind, but my N ? or deaf, 
as my meſſenger that I ſent? who is blind as 


he that N and blind as the Lone 


ſervant Pe, 


The deſcription given of the deplorable ſtate of the 
Jewiſh-nation, is amplified and confirmed; thoſe of 
them excepted, who were illuminated and taught of 
God. As doubts might have ariſen reſpecting the per- 


ſons who are called deaf and blind, Iſaiah ſhews more 
particularly who are intended. The poſterity of I- 
rael were honoured with the appellation of God's ſer- 


_ vant. They were inſtructed by Jehovah, in matten 
relative 
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relative to his ſervice ; his work was their Thief em- 
ployment; their whole buſineſs conſiſted in executing 
his commands, and to him they were directed to look 
for ſafety and recompenſe. They were alſo his ſer- 
vants or miniſters, whoſe office conſiſted in executing 
his pleafure, and in acquainting the nations with the 
will and worſhip of the true God, that they might _ 
call them off from their vain ſuperſtitions and idola- 
trous practices; to ſerve the living God, and to wait 
for his Son from heaven, even Jeſus who delivers 
from the wrath to come. Hence they ate thus ad- 
dreſſed, chap. Ixi. 6. Ye ſhall be named the prieſts 
of the Lord; men ſhall call you the miniſters of our 
God.—The blindneſs and deafneſs with which they 
are charged, does not relate to their external ſen- 
ſes, but to the internal operations of their minds; 
wherein they were fo deficient, that they had hecome 
incapable of perceiving and underſtanding ſpiritual 
objects. How ſevere the reproof here adminiſtered ! 
The ſervagt, the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts, who 
would rightly perform his duty, ought to be ſharp 
lighted, and poſſeſſed of a clear underſtanding; that 
he may properly diſcriminate the things that are ex- 
cellent, and form a juſt eſtimate of their worth. 
Such, however, was the then preſent ſtate of the 
men of Judah; and ſuch was to be their future con- 
dition, that abſorbed in groſs ignorance and errors, 
and blinded by prejudices and carnal affections; they 
would not attend to their duty, their intereſt, and 
danger; nor hearken to the ſalutary inſtructions that 
were given them by providential diſpenſations, and 
the prophets of the Moſt High. Such was their in- 
credulity and inſenſibility, their profanity and con- 
tempt of the word of God, that they would not un- 
derſtand, believe, and obey divine truths. In con- 
ſequence whereof, they formed miſtaken, perverſe 
apprehenſions reſpecting their ſpiritual ſtate, the 
nghteouſneſs, and the kingdom of Meſſian. 
Who is blind as he that is perfect, &. The poſ- 
terity of Iſrael might be called perfect, in reference 


to 
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-- to their original ſacred and civil conſtitution, - which 


was eſtabliſhed by Jehovah himſelf, maintained by 
the moſt excellent laws, and protected by the pecu- 
lar care of God's providence. . The beauty, the glory, 
and perfection of the Jewiſh church and tate were 
truly admirable. The Lord their God was 

to cover their natural deformity, to waſh them from 
pollution, to anoint them with oil, to clothe themwith 
broidered work, to gird them with fine linen, to 
cover them with ſilk, and to deck them with orna- 
ments. He endowed them with external, and ſome 


of them alſo with internal comelineſs. He gave them 


his ſtatutes, his ordinances, his judgments, and- his 
good Spirit: He erected his temple and worſhip a- 
mong them, ſo that their beauty was perfect ol $4 
kind, as deſcribed by the prophet Ezekiel, chap. xvi. 
8—14. Notwithſtanding theſe diſtinguiſhing advan- 
tages, they are repeatedly charged with extreme 
ſpiritual blindneſs. This character was remarkably 
applicable to them at the period preceding the Ba. 
byloniſh captivity ; about the time of Antiochus 
_ Epiphanes, and the ee a the Son of Oy 
in this world. 


20 Seeing many 7 things but thou 3 
not; opening the ears, but he heareth not. 


Theſe words explain the nature of that blindneſ: 


and deafneſs whereby the Jewiſh le are charac+ 
teriſed . Though endowed with the faculties of rea- 
ſon and ne, they did not trace the effeds 
which they ſaw, to the cauſes whereby they were 
produced; nor did they deduce proper conſequences 
trom thoſe things which came under their. view. 


They heard the wen of God, and the meſſages ſent 


to them by his ſervants, and though they poſſeſſed 
the powers of perception and intelligence, yet their 
ſerious attention was not engaged; they did not con- 
fider the deſign of what they ſaw and heard, nor were 
hey thereby * tothe exerciſes of rh pho 
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and gratitude, They did not improve their natural 
faculties for the beſt purpoſes; they did not ſet a juſt 
value on the miracles that were wrought for them. 
nor on the means of ſalvation wherewith they were 
favoured; they did not turn from their evil ways and 
doings, but went on frowardly in their treſpaſſes. 


They did not advert to the deſigns which the cala- 


mities and deliverances they experienced were in- 


tended to accompliſh, nor did they obſerve the diſ- 


plays of the righteouſneſs, power, and grace of God, 
in the diſpenſations of provideace wherewith they 
were viſited. On theſe and other accounts, they 

juſtly merited the character before us, which was firſt 
given them by Moſes *, and afterward by Ifaiah and 
the other prophetsf.——Ther,condudct is thus farther 
delineated Opening the ears, but he bearethnat. They 
heard the ſound of the words ſpoken to them by the 
ſervants of God, but they did not underſtand their 
import; they did not conſider and lay them to heart. 
Having eyes, they ſaw not; and ears, they heard 
not, ſo as to believe and be ſaved, In theſe, and other 
reſpects, did the - Jewiſh people afford a ſtriking re- 


' preſentation. of the church under the New Teſta- 


ment, eſpecially in thoſe times wherein,the miniſtry | 
of the word is not accompanied with the enlightening, 
purifying influence of the Holy Spirit. —In them, 
brethren, we behold a living image of ourſelves. 
How many remarkable interpoſitions of providence 


| have we witneſſed? how many admonitions and di- 


rections have we received? yet, alas, the deſcription 
here given of the Jews, may juſtly. be appliedito us. 
How awful the threatening denounced againſt thoſe 
who regard not the works of the Lord, and the ope- 
ration of his hands; * the Lord ſhall deſtroy, them, aud 
not build them up. Let us then attentivelythear- | 


ken to Moſes and the prophets, to Jeſus Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, who ſpeak to us the word of God: to which 


we ought to yield reverence, faith, and obedience. 
e e 
Deut. xxix. 2. et .es. I ex. v. 21. Ezek. zii. 3. 
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21 The LORD is well pleaſed for his righte- 


ouſneſs' ſake; he will magnify * lau, and 
make it honourable: | | 


- Notwithſtanding the degenerate CDs of Ire! 
contemned the word of God, and turned away their 
ears from hearing the law, Jehovah manifeſted his 


high complacency in it, and by peculiar marks ef 


reſpect, hath magnified his word above all his name. 
— The Lord is well pleaſed, he - graciouſly regards, 
he mercifully accepts, and uniformly teſtifies” his 


good will toward his people, whom he forekney, 


and will not caſt off. He not only gives ſtriking 


proofs of his dread diſpleaſure at the nd by the 


terrible judgments which he executes; but he exhi- 
bits the moſt grateful evidences of 'his clemency 
and benevolence. God takes no pleaſure in the 
death and deſtruction of thoſe, who refuſe to attend 
to the diſcoveries he hath given of his will, who pour 
contempt on the means of ſalvation he hath appoint- 
ed, and who, regardleſs of the honour of his govern- 
ment and grace, perſiſt in their tranſgreſſions. On 
the contrary, he is pleaſed with their penitent return 
to him, with their thankful acceptance of his mercy, 
and their dutiful ſubjection to his authority. In this 
manner, the Lord is 7 pleaſed, for bis righteouf- 
neſs* ſake, on account of his tender mercy, his ever- 


laiting faithfulneſs, and conſummate equity; which 


_ ought to be highly admired, and celebrated as the 
ſource of all his goodneſs to the ſons of men, In 
this ſenſe of the word, the expreſſion imports, that 
God, according to the good pleaſure of his will,” to 
the praiſe of his grace, embraced in his favour and 


love, the Jewiſh people, and compaſſionately regard. 


ed them, not on account of their own merits and 


worthineſs ; ; but for the honour of his own veracity- 


and equity, diſplayed in the fulfilment of the pro- 
miſes made unto the fathers, for whom God demon- 
ſtrated the moſt tender affection. Or the righteouſ- 
nels here meant, ay be the righteouſneſs brought 
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in by the Son of God, manifeſted in the fleſh, ac- 
corling to divine appointment, which. is ſometimes 
called in ſcripture, the righteouſneſs of God. Thus 
ve read, Rom. x. 3. That Iſrael being ignorant of 

God's righteouſneſs, and. going about to eſtabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted them- 
' ſelves to the righteouſneſs of God.” For the fake 
of this righteouſneſs God is well pleaſed, and ſhews 
the moſt benevolent affection toward his people, in 
whom he fulfils all the good pleaſure of his abc 
and a work of faith with power. 

He will magnify the law, &c. The Lord God mag- 
nified the law he delivered to his church, by 175 
grandeur and magnificence diſplayed at its promul- 
gation from Mount Sinai, where he exhibited his ma- 
jeſty and glory in ſuch an awful manner, as tended 
to conciliate reverence and honour for his ſupreme 
authority. Such was the ſplendor and ſalemnity 
with which the delivery of it was accompanied, that 
the apoſtle of the Gentiles ſays, The miniſtration 
thereof was glorious *. — Beſides the Son of God, in 
human nature, magniſied and made it honourable, by 
his perfect obedience, even unto death. Being a 
member of the Jewiſh church, he put high reſpect 
upon the ceremonial law then in force, by ſubmit- 
ting to its rites and ordinances; and upon the judi- 
cal law, by obeying its political injunctions. The 
moral law he magnified, by removing the falle 
gloſſes affixed to its ſeveral parts, by giving its true 
interpretation, and by yielding complete- obedience 
to all its precepts. It is the 'honour of ſubjects to 
ſubmit to the good laws framed 8 their benefit ; but 
the law of God was honoured b at Lord of 
all, who fulfilled its extenſive « at in the moſt 
trying circumſtances.—He alſo made it honourable 
by ſuſtaining the awful penalty denounced againſt 
cranſgrefiion. Though he never at any time violated 
one of its commands, he endured the curſe threatened 


againſt diſobedience; though the moſt illuſtrious 7 — 
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” fant in the univerſe, the puniſhment due to the t 
1K of the law, which men had incurred; was in- 


they are all of the 
are hid in priſon houſes: they are for a prey, 
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ed upon him. To all this I add, that the law of 
God was magnified by the full accompliſhment of the 


iſes made to obedience; and the NP: N 


he received for his ſubjection to its demands. 


theſe may be reckoned his reſurrection from the 
his high elevation to the right hand of God, his uni- 


verſal dominion, and the ſalvation of his church. 


All the honours conferred upon him, redound to the 


honour of the law to which he was pleaſed to ſub- 


mit. In this manner we explain the expreſſions in 
this verſe, whereby our Prophet aimed to convince 
| his fellow citizens of their blindneſs, and the excel- 


ency of the law of God. Theſe conſiderations ought 


to inſpire us with veneration and reſpect for its ſa- 

cred authority; and with gratitude to him for his 
wonderful condeſcenſion in retrieving the honour f 

the divine law, which we had preſumptuouſly vio. 


lated. They ſhould alſo excite us to place entire de- 
pendence on his perfect obedience unto death, by 


whom the law is thus magnified, and to be ſolicitous 


that having it written on our hearts, by the Spirit of 


the living God, we may endeavour, through the whole 


of life, by our. obedience, to teſtify the high reſpect 
we entertain for its divine author. Give me under- 
ſtanding, O Lord, and I ſhall keep thy law, yea, I 
ſhall obſerve it with my whole heart. « 


22 But this ir a _pegple robbed and ale; 
ared in holes, and they 


and none delivereth ; for A ms and none 
faith, Reſtore. IR 6d 11 


The deplorable ſtate of the Jewiſh n. nation a RY 
time wherein this prophecy was delivered, and in 
fucceeding periods, is here graphically deſcribed. 
Under the reign of Ahaz, they were reduced to this 
miſerable condition by the N the * 
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and other nations; as appears from the hiſtory re- 
corded, 2 Chron. xxviii. 5. et /eq. Their fituatibn be- 
came ſtill more calamitous at that memorable ' ra 
wherein they were led captive to Babylon, when the 
predictions before us received a farther accompliſh- - 
ment. They had their completion at the dreadful 
riod in which wrath came upon them to the ut- 
termoſt, for their contempt of the perſon and doctrine 
of the Mefſiah ; then their city, temple, and nation, 
were deſtroyed by the Romans. Iſaiah ſaw with his 
eyes the former of theſe afflictive events; to the two 
latter he looked forward by the Spirit of prophecy. In 
theſe ſeaſons of diſtreſs, the inhabitants of Judea were 
' robbed and deprived of their liberties and pofleſſions, 
they were ſpoiled and bereaved of their glory and 
treaſures. The awful divine judgments, the inva- 
fions of their country, and the perſecutions which 
they ſuffered, obliged them to hide themſelves from 
the fury of their enemies, and to ſeek for ſhelter in 
holes, in pits, and in caves of the earth. Great num- 
bers of them alſo, having been ſeized by their op- 
preſſors, were cloſely confined in priſons. -- Others 
were plundered of their moſt valuable effects, and 
became a prey to their relentleſs foes ; whilſt there 
were none who had ſufficient courage and ability, to 
_ oblige them to reſtore what had been unjuſtly and 
violently taken away.—Be thankful, that through 
the mercy of God, we are not in ſimilar circumſtan- 
ces with thoſe here deſcribed; and that we enjoy un- 
moleſted, our liberty, property, and religious privi- 
leges. Let us endeavour taithfully to improve theſe 
advantages to his honour who conferred them. | | 
23 Who among you will give ear to this? 
Who will hearken, and hear for the time to 
- COMER Eh CCC 


Having been repeatedly admoniſhed of the pro- 
curing cauſe of the evils wherewith you are now op- 
prefled, which threaten. your future deſtructien; 
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uo among you will be ſo wiſe as liſten with eager: 
tention, as diligently to canfider, and lay to heart this 


intereſting ſubject. Our Prophet did not now ad. 


dreſs the upright and faithful of his countrymen, 
who doubtleſs were ever ready to receive inſtruction. 
He directs his diſcourſe chiefly to the hypocnitical 
and diſobedient, who having been hardened by di. 


vine judgments, were averſe to admit conviction of 


their ſin and danger. They neither were affected by 


the calamities which they felt, nor feared thoſe which 


were threatened. Of ſuch people the Jewiſh nation 


were moſtly compoſed, at the time wherein this dif. 


courſe was delivered, and of them Iſaiah enquired, 
Who among you will give ear? &c.—lnattention to 
the judgments of the Almighty, and the meſlages 
delivered by his ſervants, hath not been confined to 
the period wherein he exerciſed his miniſtry; but 
hath diſcovered its pernicious influence in every age 
of the church, accompanied with many evils reſulting 
from this criminal temper. Spiritual blindneſs, 
inſenſibility and hardneſs of heart, have generally 


been ſucceeded by fatal indifference and ſecurity.» 


Who then among you, brethren, will give ear, 


hearken, and hear for the time to come? Jeſus 


_ Chriſt repreſents, in the parable of the ſower, three 


of the four claſſes of hearers of the word of God, 
as unprofitable ; and therefore every one ought to 


take heed that he give a becoming reception to ſa- 


cred truths. Though thoſe who are planted by the 


rivers of waters, be a great multitude, like the trees 
of an immenſe foreſt, yet good fruitful hearers, Iam 


afraid, are ſo few, that a child may write them. In. 


numerable obſtacles from without, and from within, 
combine to obſtruct attention to the operations of Pro- 


vidence, and the word of God. Who then among 


you are determined, through divine aſſiſtance, for 
the future to ſurmount every difficulty, that you 


may liſten with careful attention to the voice of God, 


in his diſpenſations, and in his goſpel? To you that 
ear, ſhall more be given, more knowledge, more 


grace, 


— 
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of perfons and events, whom we have o 


grace, holinieſs. and comfort; but from you that 


hear not, ſhall be taken away the inſtructions you 
have defpiſed : your light ſhall be turned into ob- 
ſeurity, your hope into deſpair, and deprived of the 
means and Spirit of life, you ſhall he down in forrow. 


24 Who gave jacob for a ſpoil, and Hrael '. 
to the robbers ? did not the LORD, he againſt 
whom we have finned ? for they would not 
walk in his ways, neither were they obedient 
unto his lx. nn a 


Thefe words point out the author, and the pro- 
curing cauſes of the calamities which befel the men 
of Judah and Iſrael. Their public diſtreſſes did not 
proceed from fate or fortune, but from the ſupreme 
Lord of the univerſe, who as the juſt puniſhment of 
their atrocious wickedneſs, delivered them into the 
hands of thofe, WhO ſpoiled and deprived them of 
their poſſeſſions. Their moſt powerful adverſaries 
could not have treated them in this cruel manner, 
had not he who rules in the kingdoms of men, given 
them as a prey to the oppreſſive power of their ene- 
mies. Though the various events, proſperous and, 
adverſe, that happen to the people of God, are 
brought about by the intervention of means and in- 
ſtruments ; yet the hand of the Almighty, which 


ought never to be overlooked, but humbly acknow- 


ledged, is in all theſe things. Iſrael no doubt might 
have blamed their enemies for their rapacity, cruelty, 
and injuſtice ; but they ought to. have. conſidered, 
that the Moſt High over all the earth, permitted and 
employed them to take. away their glory; 435) 
might ſeverely correct them for their fins, Ig God, 
the Governor among the nations, the aw a ker 

| e ha! ended, let 
us look up and acknowledge as the author of every 
alfliction. He doth according to his pleafure in the 
armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth ; he is holy in all his ways, and juſt in all his 
| F Works. 
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works. He caſt down the throne of Babylon, be 
took away the crown of Perſia, he deprived Greece 
of its power, and Rome of its empire: he gave Jacob 
for a ail; and if we hearken not to the voice of his 
word and providence, we may juſtly dread, that ſi- 
mular fins may bring on ſimilar judgments. - + + 


Did not the Lord, he againſt whom we have finned + 5 


Sin againſt God, the tranſgreſſion of his laws, is the 


ſource of all the direful calamities with which man- 


kind are viſited. This affecting truth, which is ge. 
nerally known, and often confeſſed, does not here 
require proofs and illuſtrations. The poſterity of 
Jacob, who were . peculiarly indebted to God, above 
alt the people on the face of the earth, proudly re- 
fuſed to walk in the ways of holineſs and righteouſ- 
neſs, which he had pointed out in his word, and by 
his ſervants. They would not obey the holy pre- 
cepts he had given them, to guide their feet in the 
paths of peace, but became perverſe and diſobedient, 
and ſo fell under the weight of divine judgments. 
As they would not be reſtrained from atrocious ſins, 
by the authority and threatenings of Jehovah, nor 
be conſtrained to yield obedience to his commands 
by the promiſes he gave them; they were made to 
know, and ſee, that it is an evil and bitter thing, to 
forſake the Lord their God. By many awful judg- 


ments in the wilderneſs, and afterward in the land 
given them for a poſſeſſion, they were often bereaved 


of their moſt valuable enjoyments. Their contempt 

of the word of God, and the tranſgreſſion of his laws, 

brought upon them the mot terrible calms | as 
their hiſtory abundantly teſtifies. . 


2 5 Therefore he hath poured upon bim whe 


fury. of his anger, and the ſtrength of battle; 


and it hath ſet him on fire round about, yet 


be knew not; and it burned him, Tal by laid 


3 not to heart. 


on account of tha obſtinat e diſobedience, and 110 
inen 
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inſenſibilityof the Jewiſh people, the Lord God threat- 
ens to inflict upon them the moſt awful judgments, 
which are ſet forth under the well known emblems . 


of fire, and of battle. The expreſſions before us, 


which I ſtay not particularly to illuſtrate, are ex- 
ceedingly forcible, and well adapted to rouſe thoſe 
to whom they were directed, from the ſtate of le- 
thargic ſtupidity in which they were involved. Of 
all the natural cauſes which ſerve to awaken men 
from unconcern and inſenſibility, there are none 
more alarming, than being incompaſſed with fire and 
flames; none more dreadful than the fury of God's 
anger; none more terrible than cruel ſlaughter, de- 
vaſtation, and ruin, which are the ſtrength of battle. 

Notwithſtanding theſe direful calamities, every where 
invironed the infatuated poſterity of Iſrael; though 
they were threatened to be inflicted, and afterward 
executed with awful ſeverity ; they did not confider 
the cauſes from which they proceeded, they did not 
lay to heart the juſt diſpleaſure of Jehovah, to which 


their fins had expoſed them. They ſtubbornly per- 


ſiſted in tranſgreſſion and impenitence, until they 


periſhed amidſt the terrible judgments of heaven. 


The Ephraimites, ſurrounded with the flames of 
war, kindled by the wrath of God, were conſumed ; 


| © becauſe they turned not to him that ſmote them, 


neither did they ſeek the Lord of hoſts *. In the 
days of Ahaz the men of Judah did evil in the eyes 
of the Lord, and turned away from him. Where- 
fore as king Hezekiah acknowledged * the wrath of 
the Lord came upon them, and he delivered them to 
trouble, to aſtoniſhment, and to hiſſin g. The pre- 
diction we have been conſidering, was farther verified 


in the time of Zedekiah, when God ſent a fire into 


Judah, and conſumed the palaces of Jeruſalem; and 


received its completion by the devaſtation brought 


upon that people by the Romans. Let us reverence 

the admonitions that are given in the word of God, 

and ſtand i in awe of the 9 inflicted by the 
providence 


* Chap. ix. 11, 12, 13. + 2 Chron. xxix. 8, 


359 - LECTURES, G Ca. XII. 


idence of God, which render thoſe 


beware of uncharitably cemuring other people, and 


af endeavouring to juſtify or extenuate our on ini. | 


quities. Let us take heed that we ſin not after the 
Emnilitade of their tranſgreſſions, who have beconie 
objects of divine vengeance; and let us give unto 
the Lord the glory due to his name, for his merey 
and patience exerciſed toward us. Not unto us; 
© © Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name we grye 
* glory, for thy mercy, and for thy trath's fake *? 


Pfalm cxv. 1. 


ters of ſenſe, that in the threatenings were objects 
of faith. Whilit we obſerve in them the diſplays of 
his righteoutnets, let us apply them — 4 
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HE chapter now before us contains another 
| ſection of the beautifully variegated diſcourſe, 
the former part of which is recorded in the preceding 
one, Our Prophet, having endeavoured by different 
means, to reach conviction of fin and danger to the 
corrupt part of the Jewiſh nation, and having placed 
fully in their view, their criminal contempt of the 
word of God, their horrid inſenſibility, and the dread- 
ful judgments, which theſe and their other iniquities 
would certainly bring down upon their guilty heads 
—He addrefles the upright, the better ſort of the 
people, and comforts them with the reviving aſſu- 
rance of the divine preſence and ſupport, under the 
preſſure of public calamities, whereby the nation 
was to be overthrown; and under the trials and per- 
ſecutions, to which they themſelves might be expo- 
ſed. He alſo opens to them the pleaſing proſpect of 
the future eſtabliſhment and increaſe of the church, 
to ariſe from the vaſt number both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles who, by effeQtual vocation, were to be brought 
into their communion, ver. 1—7,—e then proceeds 
to confirm the eternal Godhead of Jehovah, the Holy 
One of Iſrael, by arguments fetched from two illuſ- 
trious events, clearly predicted by his ſervants the 
prophets, which the true God, and he only, could 
accompliſh ; namely, the deliverance of the Jews 
trom captivity at Babylon, by means of Cyrus; and 
the converſion of the heathen nations to the faith and 
obedience of Meſſiah, v. 8—21.—Left the impenitent 
and perfidious of the Jewiſh people, might be elated 
with ſuch promiſes, Iſaiah adminiſters to them a new 
reproof; informing them that theſe important bene- 
fits were to be entirely aſcribed to divine merey and 
grace, and not to the merits of a nation who were in 
general profane hardened finners ; whoſe ſpecious 
worſhip and ſervices were far from being acceptable 
to God, v. 22—28. 2 VT 


j 
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UT now, thus faith the LORD that . 
ted thee, O Jacob, and he that formed 
me O Iſrael, Fear not: for I have redeem- 
ed thee, I have called thee by thy: name; Wen 
drt. mine. 7 


EY eme ce big with uae to KY 
DT of God, forms a beautiful exordium to the 
portion of the very animating diſcourſe to which it is 
prefixed. To conciliate the greater reverence and 
attention from the afflicted and dejected, to whom 
he intended to adminiſter comfort ; our Prophet in- 
troduces Jehovah, in whoſe name he ſpake, particu. 
naa addreſſing people of this deſcription. He be- 
gins by reminding them of the intimate connection 
hat ſubſiſted betwixt him and them; a circumſtance 
which ought to have excited the higheſt veneration 
of his divine excellencies, and to have claimed unli- 
mited confidence in the wiſdom and equity of his 
diſpenſations.— But now, thus ſaith the Lord that cre. 
ated thee, &c. God is the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth, and of all their inhabitants; and in 
this ſenſe he created the people who are here diſtin- 
guiſhed by the names of Jacob and Iſrael. Having 
brought them forth from Egypt, and entered into 
covenant with them; he formed them into a people, 
and fo adjuſted their external economy, that every 
part of it exhibited a type or ſhadow: of good things 
which were then to come. This formation was com- 
mon to the whole body of the Iſraelites, which in- 
cluded both the literal and ſpiritual pofterity of Jacob. 
The choſen, called, and faithful among them were 
his workmanſhip, - created again in Chriſt Jeſus 
unto. good works. This new creation is conſtitu- 
ted of them who are Iſraelites indeed, in whom 
there 1 is no guile ; who are Iſraelites inwardly; whoſe 

circumetion 
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circumciſion is of the heart, in the ſpirit and not in 
the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of men but of God. 
They were not all Iſrael who were of Iſrael. The li- 


teral Iſrael comprehended among them the myſti 
Iſrael, who were after the ſpirit, to whom the pro- 
miſes of grace peculiarly belong. In this ſenſe, as 


well as the others, the words under conſideration 


may be underſtood; and from the frequent uſe of 
the expreſſion in this diſcourſe & I am diſpoſed to 


think, that if this is not its principal meaning in the. 
paſſage before us, it muſt be included. By this ex- 
_ poſition, the diſcourſe acquires greater propriety and 


force, and becomes more extenſively intereſting, than 
if limited to the natural poſterity of the patriarch Ja- 
cob. We ſhall therefore conſider this pathetic ora- 
tion as directed, not only to thoſe who deſcended from 


this highly favoured. perſon ; but to his ſpiritual chil-- 


dren, who, amid all the viciffitudes of life, maintain 
ſupreme regard for God, patience in adverſity, perſe- 
vering importunity in fervent prayer, and conſtant 


dependence on the Almighty. Since Jehovah is 
their Creator, and former in their ſpiritual capacity, 


who, by his divine power, hath renovated them af- 


ter his image, and created them anew, to ſhew fort 
his praiſe; they are his ſpecial property and workman- 


ſhip, of which he will certainly take care, and effec- 
tually ſecure from the evils enn they ae isi. 
midated. Jo ſuch ſaith the Lor 
Fear not. Be not diſmayed, my os. | ny 
people, on hearing the ſharp reproofs and awful 
threatenings directed againſt the hypooritical and 
profane among you. Though their execution on the 
wicked and ungodly, exhibit a dark and melancholy, 
icene, that may greatly depreſs your minds, :;fear not, 
any of thoſe things that you ma \be. calle&either to. 


perform or to ſuffer, bi Be. not afraid of the difficulties. 


you may have to encounter, nor of the enemies with 
whom you may have to contend z greater is he that 
1s in you, and with you, than all that are or can be 


Vol. III. e againſt- 


® Ver. 7, 1 5, 21. and chan. xliv. 1. 


ſo incur his dread diſpleaſure: but do not 


he himſe 


uneaſy apprehenſion, every e fear. By 
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= againſt you. Maintain upon your minds at all times 
a reverential awe of the majefty of God, and vigilant 


ſolicitude, Jeſt you fall into temptation and fin, rid 


ve 

to anxious timidity on any account, and, A. 3 

workers of iniquity, be in great fear where thre. is 
no juſt ground of fear. 

For I have redeemed thee ; or, as the they 
words denote, I am thy Redeemer. I delivered thy 
renowne 1 Jacob, out of all adverſity, as 

thankfully acknowledged; I reſcued his 
natural poſterity, who were called by his name, from 


the hard bondage wherein they were detained in 
the land of Egypt; and, according to-my I 


will deliver them from captivity at Baby And - 
all his ſpiritual children, who are Iſraelites indeed, I 
will redeem from the miſeries in which they are in- 
volved, and to which they are obnoxious, and con- 
fer upon them the moſt ſubſtantial benefits. I have 
called thee by thy name. The patriarch acob Cod 


firnamed Iſrael; to his children in fo a. 


ges he was pleaſed to give the name of their great 
anceſtor; and by this appellation they were com- 
monly diſtinguiſhed from other nations. His choſen 
peculiar people in every generation he calls by name; 

intimating the accurate knowledge that he hath af 
every circumſtance relative to their condition, the 
ſpecial favour that he bears to them, and their parti- 
cular deſignation to the privileges and ſervices he 
aſſigns them. Thou art mine. Thou art my ſervant, 
my ſon, my inheritance; thou art mine by creation, 
preſervation, and redemption; ; by thy own free 
choice and voluntary ſurrender; by all the ties of 
duty, and gratitude, which ought to engage thee to 
glorify my name, and to obey my authority. Since 
in every view that thou canſt take thou art my un- 
queſtionable property, thou mayeſt be aſſured that I 
will take care of thee and all thy intereſts. This 
conſideration ought to baniſh- from thy mind every 


theſe 
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theſe powerful arguments doth Jeh chovah 2 the 
exhortation directed to his peculiar people, fear not. 
—Attend to them, my We — ſhould you fear, 
whom God hath redeemed? He who is above all, can 
eaſily and ſeaſonably. ſecure you againſt all the evils 
that you moſt dread : he can prevent or remove e. 
very thing that you are ſolicitous to eſcape, or ren- 
der them conducive to your real benefit. LOB ene 


2 When thou paſſeſt through the waters, 1 
will be with thee; and through the rivers, 
they ſhall not overflow thee: when thou 
walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhall not. be 
burnt ; neither 7 the flame Kindle upon 
thee. 


Comfortable aſſurance is here given to the church 
compoſed of the ſpiritual poſterity of Jacob, that a- 
midſt all the afflictions and calamities which ſeem to 
threaten their deſtruction, they ſhall be preſerved and 


| delivered. This reviving truth, which is repeatedly 


inculcated in ſcripture *, exprefles the determined - 
purpoſe of Jehovah, who hath declared, that he ſhall 

always have a church in this world, which he will 
defend and ſupport by the care of his providence, ſo 
that they ſhall certainly triumph over all the adver- 
fities with- which they are invironed. The words 
before us, however, which give explicit affurance of 
the ſafety and perpetuity of the church, muſt not 
be applied, without ſome reſtrictions, to every indivi- 
dual in the myſtical Iſrael. Indeed there can be 
no reaſonable doubt, that God who is faithful, will 
preſerve all his choſen people, under the afflictions St 
and Jae agen through which they have to paſs, 
and y conduct . to a ſtate of undiſturbed | 

— and felicity.— Let us inveſtigate more 
particularly the promiſes contained in this verſe, 
which require to be underſtood, not in the literal, 1 5 


® Fee Pi eur 7,8. Mat, xvi. 18. 
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in: the figurative ſenſe of the words. le evils and 
diſtreſſes whereby the peculiar people of God are af. 
fllicted, are repreſented under two different figures; 
namely, by waters and rivers; which may emphati 
cally denote, external troubles and a that 
come with irreſiſtible force, excite general perplexi- 
ty and conſternation, and expoſe to imminent dan- 
ger. And by fire and flames, which, if they ſignify 
any thing different from the former expreſſion, may 
be intended internal ſpiritual diſtreſſes, that give riſe 
to great anguiſh of mind, and ſerve to try and reſine 
the righteous, whilſt they conſume the wicked. who | 
are as drols. 
To paſs . through the waters and the fire, which . 

of all elements are the moſt injurious to man, is to 
ſuſtain thoſe alarming afflictions which threaten im- 
mediate ruin. The metaphor ſeems to be taken from 
the perilous condition of one, who is every where fur- 
rounded with water or flames of fire, through which 
he is obliged to paſs in conſulting his own ſafety. 
In like manner the faithful ſervants of God are ſome- 
times encompaſſed with adverſities of variotis kinds, 
and beſet with manifold tribulations, before they at- 
tain the accompliſhment of the promiſes. Hence 
the church is introduced calebriting the praiſes of 
God, on account of the deliverances he ha« 
for them, in theſe emphatical words, We went thro | 
« fire and water, (through troubles of oppoſite natures, 
though alike dangerous and deſtructive) but thou 
_ ©* broughteſt us out into a wealthy place *.“ And 
when aſcribing to God the glory of their ſalvation, 
they acknowledge that had not the Lord been on 
their fide, the waters had overwhelmed: them, the 
proud waters had gone over their ſoul f. Aﬀoniſh- 

ed at the perils from which they had been extricated, 
they compare the fury and violence of their adver- 
- faries, to raging fire and overwhelming floods, from 
whence they were wonderfully | — In this 


ſenſe the people of God, whilſt 1 in Gl 
| ent 


bd A. 4 e 
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ſent evil world, are often obliged to paſs: through wa- 
ters and rivers, through fire and flames; to endure 

painful in ward and outward diſtreſſes.— In theſe ca- 
E circumſtances, how reviving the Pg of | 


the omnipotent and faithful Jeliovah ! - 4 474 +r 


[ will be with thre, &c. at all times, and in all 


places; for I-will never leave nor forſake thee. I will 


give thee pleaſing ſatisfying. proofs of my gracious 
refreſhing preſence with thee, and of my tender care 
of thee; I will not take my loving kindneſs from 
thee nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail. I will be with 
thee in trouble, to ſtrengthen and uphold, to com- 


fort and deliver thee, and to conduct thee ſafely thro? 


all troubles and dangers to the land of uprightneſs. 
Iwill not enlarge; having opened the import of this 
promiſe, when diſcourſing from chap. xli. 10. Ob- 
lerve the happy conſequences of its tulfilment—The 
rivers ſhall not over flow thee—thou ſhalt nat be burnt. 
By the ſeaſonable interpoſition of my providence, 
and the powerful influence of my Spirit, thou ſhalt 


be kept from ſuſtaining any real hurt by the af- 


fictions thou mayeſt ſuffer. On the contrary, they 
ſhall prove the ſalutary means of purifying thee from 


tin; and having accomplithed this purpoſe, thou ſhalt 


be delivered. What memorable inſtances are re- 
corded! in ſcripture, of the truth I have been illuſtra- 
ting! The Iſraelites paſſed through the Red Sea 
and the 2 in ſafety and triumph, under 
the conduct and protection of Jehovah. The three 
men of whom we read in the book of Daniel, who 
were caſt into the fiery furnace, walked in ſafety 
through the midſt of the flames, and were wonder- 
fully preſerved and delivered by the power of God. 
Such aſtoniſhing | proofs of the preſence of God with 
his people, ſuch amazing inter poſitions in their fa- 


vour, whereby the promiſes we have been conſider- | 


ng were - literally -verified, ought to confirm our 
faith and hope, of their A: in con! alen to 
all the true Urael of God. Oe 

* 3 For 
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3 For 1 an the LORD thy God, the Holy 
One of Iſrael, thy Saviour; I gave Egypt for 
thy ranſom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. * 


A ſolemn confirmation of the precious promiſes, con- 
tained in the preceding verſe is here ſubjoined, and tbe 
church, diſtreſſed with various afflictions, are aſſured 
of God's kind affection.— I am the Lord thy God. With 
theſe words begins the preface to the ten command. 
ments, which God delivered from mount Sinai to the 
children of Iſrael. They ſuggeſt ſome forcible argu- 
ments, which powerfully urge obedience to the di. 
vine authority. They are introduced by our Prophet 
for another purpoſe, to animate the redeemed of the 
Lord, to lay afide diſmaying fears, and to rely on the 
faithful promiſes which God hath given them for 
their encouragement. For this end he reſumes the 
magnificent titles and endearing relations by which 
he often ſpeaks of himſelf to his people. I am the 
Lord, the ſovereign omnipotent proprietor and go. 
vernor of the univerſe ; and therefore I juſtly claim 
profound ſubjection to my commands, and unſuſped- 
ing confidence in my promiſes.— Thy God, who hath 
choſen thee to be my peculiar people, and thou haſt 
avouched me to be thy God; ſo that my attributes, 
my providence, my word, and Spirit, ſhall render e- 
very diſpenſation conducive to your benefit and com- 
fort—The Holy One of Iſrael, who am perfectly and 
unchangeably free from all manner of impurity, wtio 
have conſecrated and ſet apart Iſrael for my ſervice 
and glory, and who am honoured and ſanctified by 
the reſpect and obedience ſhewn by them to my wor- 
ſſmip and authority Thy Saviour, who of old reſeued 
thy fathers with a ſtrong hand and ftretched out arm, 
from cruel bondage in Egypt, from the ſea's'deyour- 
ing deeps, from perils in the wilderneſs, and from 
the hands of their powerful enemies.—And thy Sa- 
viour, who art an Iſraelite indeed, who in great love 
hath delivered thee from an enormous load of 00 
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and the dominion of thy ſpiritual foes, that thau 

mayeſt ſerye me in holineſs and righteouſneſs. 

I gave Egypt for thy ranſom, &c. In theſe and 
many other inſtances, is verified the proverb which = 


faith, the wicked ſhalt be a ranſom for the rights« 
ous, and the tranſgreſſor for the upright &. To,aq, 
compliſh the deliverance of Iſrael; from the oppreſ- "oY 
ſion of Egypt, the Lord puniſhed the latter that he | 
might preſerve the former. To reſcue his peculiar 
people from the miſeries wherein they were involyed; 
and to open a way for their eſcape, Pharaoh and 
all his hofts, were drowned in the Red Sea. Such 
was the immenſe price paid for their redemption 
from bondage. And in latter times, when Senache- 
rib was juſt ready to fall upon Jeruſalem, ſoon after 
entering Judea, he was providentially diverted from 5 
the execution of that deſign ; and turned his arms _ 
againſt the Egyptians, and their allies, the Cuſhean 
Arabians, with their neighbours the Sabeans. And 
Salmanezer, after he had deſtroyed the kingdom of 

| Samaria, was alſo prevented by divine providence. 

| from overthrowing that of Judah, by carrying on 

war againft the nations which are here mentioned. 

When Zerah king of Ethiopia came up againſt Judah, 

with a thouſand thouſand men, the Lord ſmote the 

Ethiopians who were entirely overthrown. Theſe 

and other events of a fimilar kind, to which our 

Prophet may refer, remain very obſcure: for want 

of the light of hiſtory, that . in regard to theſe times 

; very deficient.- Certain it is, that the Governor 

among the nations, was graciouſly pleaſed to avert 

from Judea the terrible calamities that threatened 

that country, by turning the arms of their enemies 

againſt other kingdoms, particularly thoſe ſpecified 

n this verſe. What a high value doth God ſet upon 

bis church, what a tender affection doth. he bear to 

them, and what a ſolicitous concern doth he ma- 

niteſt for their ſafety and proſperity :. for their 

akes, he hath not only ſacrificed great and populous 


nations, 


* 


4 


. 
* 


* Prov. xxi. 18. 


5 nations, but delivered up > bis own Son td 090 Os 
ranſom from ſpiritual thraldam and ane 1 


Since thou waſt precious in my 1 1 
thou haſt been honourable, and T have 1d + * | 
thee : therefore will I give men or theey and 


People for thy life. F, be J 


5 Another ſpecial privilege is here pen to le 
ſpiritual Ifrael of God, expreſſive of his peculiar git. 4 
cious regard for them. Ever ſince the ſupreme M 
and Ruler of the univerſe, appropriated to himſelf = 
choſen people, he hath exalted them to honour, 
he hath conferred upon them diſtinguiſhing: mg F 
of his favour, and rendered them reſpectable and. | 
happy above all the kingdoms of the world. _ 7 
had been in times paſt what he afterward promiſed 4 
they ſhould be in time to come; a name of a 1 
praiſe, -and an honour before all the nations 4 the t 
earth, which ſhall hear all the good. that he d 
unto them *. After manifold glorious interpoaſſs 
in their behalf, he conducted them into the Þ 
of all lands, where he fed them with the fineſt of 4 
the wheat, and gave them abundance of the 
excellent proviſions of every kind. He hong 
them with his ſacred oracles, his ordinances Wi 
preſence ; he fixed his refdence amon them, and 
admitted them to converſe with him, 15 that Hh 
were a people near unto him in all that they call 
upon him for. Theſe noble prerogatives, with mall 
others, which the upright among them enjoyed, 
dercd them more reſpectable than thoſe around thals 
And I have loved thee. The truth of this de 
tion is abundantly evident from many paſſage 
ſcripture, indeed from the whole hiſtory of lu 
When Ifrael, faith God, by the prophet Hoſeay by | 
a child, then I loved him, and called my ſon our 
Egypt. The Lord thy God, ſaid Moſes, hath e oſt 
thee to be his ſpecial pevple above all the people 
1 


8 Jer. xxxiii. 95 
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are on the face of the earth. And becauſe he loved 
them, he brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
and the houſe of bondage; he gave them a rich in- 
heritance; he ſet Solomon to be king over them; and 
honoured them in the fight of the nations. Time 
would fail to enumerate the many inſtances of God's 
tender affection for this highly favoured people, a- 
mong whom were the generation of the ' righteous, 
Whom he loved with an everlaſting love; and with 
loving kindneſs having allured them to himſelf, he 
cberiſhed them with paternal care and affection. To 
ſuch, the words before us were peculiarly directed. 
'. Therefore will I give men for thee, &c, It ſees 
to me uncertain, whether theſe words are intended 
to expreſs what God had already done, or what he 
would afterward do for the objects of his affection ; 
for the Hebrew word may be tranſlated with equal 
propriety, either I have given, or will give. View- 
ing them in reference to events which. were tlien 
already paſt, they may have a ſpecial reſpect to the 
overthrow of the nations, which God deſtroyed in 
order to ſecure the proſperity of his people ; ſuch as 
the Egyptians, the inhabitants of Canaan, and the 
nations that haraſſed. and made war againſt them. 
Conſidering them as relating to events which were 
then future, they may point at the terrible ſlaughter 
that was to be made in the Aſſyrian army oy lacy 
angel of the Lord, which demanſtrated;Gad's. com 
pallionate reg * o Trac 


empire, by the Medes and Perſiang, 4 in "order to ef- 
feck the deliverance of the Jews than captivity 3 an 
event often mentioned in the following. prophecies : 
and to the ſimilar fate of the Syria an after times, 
who had grievouſly diſtreſſed the N of: 
and endeavoured | to, exterminatethem-h 
poſſeſſions: , By theſe and other Millarkablc 
poſitions of Providence in-fayour of en o: | 
immenſe numbers of people wers for their 
lakes, and the Lord God publicly eltified that they 
Vol. HI. 1 4 bc 33 were 


S — 


"were precious in his Sight, that de honoured. and 
pgs them. By ſuch. wonderful diſplays of gracious 


regard for them, and the awful judgments upon their E 


enemies wherewith they were accompanied, thoſe 
who were Iſraelites indeed would be excited to the 


exerciſe of true repentance, of lively faith, and con- 


ſtant dependence upon God, From this record of 
the N N kindneſs of the Lord, let us learn * 
uſeful leſſons which are often inculcated upon us. 


5 Fear not, for 1 am with thee: Twill bling 
thy ae Nh from the eaſt, d gather thee from 


6 Imill ſay to the nonh, Sire vp; ; and to 
the ſouth keep not back bring my ſons from 


fur, and my e from che ends of the 
earth... hs, 


x Wält Ka Prophet, ck * af God, * 
ed the execution of the awful judgments predicted 
by Moles, r 
upon the idolatrous, the impenitent, hypoeriti- 
cal; he en es the faithful with the pleaſing 


proſpect of the enlargement and increaſe of the church 


of God. He declares, that they were not only to be 


preſerved by the care of divine Providence. in their 


diſperſions, but that they were to be collected from 
every quarter, and reſtored to their former ha 


ſtate and privileges. With this pleaſing ohject f y 


m view, he again difſuades from anxious dil uieting 

fears, and'enforces this caution by repeating t 
argument he had uſed in the 41ſt chapter ; namely, 

the divine preſence, aſſiſtance, and proteQion. To 


this he e adds, I will bring 8 ſeed from 


the eaff;. which may comprehend. the deſarts of Ara- 
bia, Chaldea, Pexfia, Medea, and the other coun- 
| tries that lay eaſtward from Canaan Aud gather thee 

from the welt; from Greece, Italy, Spain, and other 
kingdoms ſituated to the uk ee of Paleſtine 
ages * n * 


S ow Tus Quay, NI 


1 = OP LOO FEY 


* 
n 


„ ( AS. ECT. ai and ie on Bi Re DAM EI 


Via. 5, 6. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH 


Gaul, and the other empires whoſe local uations 
are northward from Judea ; Give p. And to the 
ſouth'; to Egypt, to Lybia, Ethiopia, and the other 
regions that le toward the ſouth of Judah, Keep nat 
op From all theſe extenſive countries, w . 
people were ſcattered, Jehovah promiſes to c 
10 them; that they might be united in worſhipping 
and ſerving the God of their fathers, and in enjoying 
the valuable privileges wherewith he enriched them. 


To give certainty to this predicted event, the Lord 


God engages, that he himſelf, for whom nothing is 
impoſſible, would conduct and gather them out of 
theſe countries ; that by the word of his power, he 
would give orders for their reſtoration, and not per- 


mit any obſtacle whatſoever to hinder or keep them 


back from executing his pleaſure. By his authorita- 
tive command, he would bring his ſons and 

ters, the poſterity of Jacob — he had admitted 
into this intimate relation, from far diſtant lands, and 
places the moſt remote from Canaan. Sel 


7 Even every one chat is called by my: name? 
for I have created him for my glory, I have 
formed him ; yea, J have made . 


Wdilſt Iſiah was predifting for the cdeaſort of the 
y, the collection of the church under the Old 
eſtament from their diſperſions, and reſtoration from 
captivity at Babylon to their own land; his mind is 


£ 


elevated by the Spirit of prophecy," to a far more 


noble and grand fubject, which henceforward ſeems 
chiefly to have attracted his attention. Return from 


Babylon is clearly foretold, and at the fame time, is 


employed as an image to ſhadow out an event of a 


much more important nature; the gathering in of 


the elect 1 and Gentiles from the four 
quarters of the to one fold, to one body; that 
35 there is but one Lord, there may be one Spirit, 
one baptiſm,” and one hope of their calling. This 
W of the rap ear rob into the Methalt's hg. 
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dom, which was the ſubject of many prophecies un. 
der the former diſpenſation, was predicted by Caia- 
phas the high prieſt of the Jews, at the time of our 
Saviour's death *, And Jeſus Chrift himſelf; after. 
having expreſſed his approbation of the Gentile Cen- 


turion's faith, explicitly declared, that many ſhall 
come from the eaſt and the weſt, and ſhall fit 


« down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the king 


dom of heaven.” In another place, ſpeaking of the 


laſt days, he hath theſe gue ron words, He will 
_ * ſend his angels with a great ſound of a 

and they ſhall gather together his ele from the bur | 
* winds of heaven f.“ To this collection, I ſuppoſe, 


the prophecy under confideration ultimately refers; 


and in the words before us, the Prophet delineates the 


character of thoſe who are eſpecially the ſubjects of his 
prediction. R I RI EY . A 3 * 8 5 5 N * 


In the 6th verſe, the Lord God honours them wich 

the deſignation of his ſons and daughters; becauſe 

having been adopted into his divine family, and 

born of God, they love and honour their heaven. 

7 Father, they are poſſeſſed of his Spirit, they re- 
e 


mble him in his imitable excellencies; and are 
inveſted in the privileges of his children. Here 


£ 
* 


every one of them is ſaid to be called by his name. 
The impreſſions made upon them of his wiſdom, 


power, goodneſs, and holineſs, are ſo clear and con- 


4 


ſpicuous, that it may be eaſily known whoſe chil- 
dren they are, and to whoſe family they belong.— - 
For I have created him for my glory. The work of 

God's grace, whereby men 'are renewed after his 
image, in knowledge, righteouſneſs, and true ho- 


lineſs, is emphatically repreſented in ſcripture, as 
2 new creation. By the word of his power, the new 


creature is formed, whoſe underſtanding is illumina- 


ted, whoſe will is renewed, and whoſe mind is adorn- 


ed with faith and love, with meekneſs, patience, and 
other graces. Hence the apoſtle Paul affirms of 
Chriſtians, that we are his wörkmanſhip; created in 


* Jchn xi. 57, 52. + Mat, . 8 : 
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Chriſt Jeſus, unto: good works . And in the wards | 
before us, God diſcriminates: thoſe whom he would 
gather into his church by this peculiar. J_ 
This glorious work, he executes for his glory, that 
he may exhibit a rich diſplay of his infinite excel. 
lencies ; and that thoſe, who in this ſenſe are 
workmanſhip, may ſhew forth his praiſe, and 
vance his honour in the warld,. by the holineſs and 
uſefulneſs of their liyes-. 
I have formed bim, &c. Theſe exprofiions taken 
in connection with the former one, make a beautiful 
climax, wherein the Prophet gradually. riſes from one 
thing to another. Creation denates the communica- 
tion of exiſtence to a creature, by the omnipotence 
of Jehovah. Formation ſignifies tlie conveyance 
of an agreeable: figure, and fine proportion of parts 
to the creature that is brought into being. Making 
imports the excellence and comelineſs produced, by 
impreſſions of the Creator's power and grace, where- 
with his work is embelliſhed, who always perfects 
what he begins. God creates men when he gives 


exiſtence to their ſouls and bodies, the two conſti- 


tuent parts of human nature; he forms them when 
they are united, organized, and the whole frame is 
adjuſted; and he makes them when he adorns them 
with thoſe noble powers, whereby they are. 
for every good work, and furniſhed for the ſervices 
aſſigned them. The Almighty. created the people 
of Iſrael, in their collective capacity, when he brought 
them out of Egypt with a {trong hand: he formed 
them by giving them laws from mount Sinai, —__ 
by they were incorporated into one gone (Ot ug 1 
made them, when he eſtabliſhed their political, 125 
eccleſiaſtical c οemν. The God of all grace cre- 
ates his peculiar people, who are Iſraelites indeed, 
when by the miglity power of his Spirit accompany- 
ing his word, he renovates, invigorates, and ſancti- 
fies all their faculties. He forms them by rectifying 
you en diſorder, and by ee to 1555 | 
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© thoſe uſeful and ornamental qualifications which 
are ſuited to the ftations they are to occupy in the 
church. And he makes them when he perfects that 
which: concerns them; endows them with wiſdom, 
underſtanding, and the graces of his Spirit, and en- 
_ ables them to ſhine forth in the beauties of holineſs. 
To people . are given the preceding 

precious ſo weed, is requiſite to the 
conſtitution of he new creature, you'ought diligent. 
ly to endeayour to aſcertain your real ſpiritual ſtate. 
Be not deceived by imagining that this great exten. 

five change, of which Jehovah affirms he is the au- 


|  thox, is unneceflary to true happineſs ; the peculiar 


tenet of men who know not the ſcriptures, and the 
mou of God. And beware leſt on frivolous grounds, 
uch as freedom from groſs ſins, partial reformation, 
or the performance of the exterior of ſome religious 
duties, you conclude, that you have experienced this 
diſtinguiſhing mercy, this renewing of the Holy 
_ -Ghoſt. Give the matter a fair, full; ns 

buen as the word of God require. | 


8 Bring forth the blind people that have 
eyes. and the deaf that have ears. 


Ĩ bis part of the diſcourſe is deſigned to eſtabliſh 
the e of God, in the firm belief of the above 
redicted events; and to convince the degenerate 

Jews and idolatrous Gentiles, of their certain accom- 
5 3 in due ſeaſon. Jehovah is ſtill introduced 

peaking to his choſen people, to whom he was pie: 
ſed to communicate the knowledge of his will; re- 
quiring them to bring forth the blind people, Ir. 

By this deſcription is doubtleſs intended 8 

and hypocritical among the Jews, who ſaw with their 

bodily eyes the wonderful works of Divine Provi- 

dence, wrought in favour of their nation ; and wha 
heard with their ears the noble diſcourſes delivered 
by the prophets, whom God raiſed up to inſtruct 
them, and to rehearſe the aſtoniſhing wonders he = 
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lone for their fathers. They were however greatly 
deficient in attention, conſideration, and ſpiritual un- 
derſtanding. Blinded by deluſive errors, hardened 
by fooliſh prejudices, they formed wrong ſentiments 
reſpecting God's diſpenſations; they d not deduce 
proper concluſions from them, nor were they thereby 
engaged to believe, and truſt in him. They made 
hn promiſes given to their fathers, and ab- 
ſtinately in idolatry and ſupetſtitin; and 
ſo juſtly rred the character that is here given 
mem. The Lord God demands, that theſe blind 
people be brought forth, to attend to a full and can» 
did diſcuſſion of the argument derived from the 
prophecies already fulfilled, and to be accompliſhed, 
whereby the —— of the God of Iſrael is evinced, 
and men ought to be E wk 
ternal power and Godhead | : | 


nnr cd ues i es and 8 
let "the ple be aſſembled : who among them 
can decks this, and ſhew us former things ? 
let them bring forth their witneſſes, that they 
may be 8 or let REP hear, and TW 
It is trut ; 


The Gentile nations, . their with mien, 
and thoſe who preſided among them in things ſacred, 
are likewiſe required to conyene; that being convin- 
ced of the abſurdity of ſuperſtition and idolatry, by 
the arguments to be ſet before them, they might 
Join their ſuffrage to the divinity of Jehovah. The 
proofs a for this purpoſe, are taken from 
the temporal deliverance of th the Jewiſh people from 
captivity by means of Cyrus; the converſion of 
the Gentiles' by the Mefligh; x” the ſevere judgments - 
to be executed u ths je idious rebellious poſteri- 
ty of Jacob ; the preſervation of the church, . 
midſt all the calamities whereby they were to be diſ- 


trefled, Theſe Aa events had been clearly 
| foretold 


4 


foretold * Igiah in the e a 
Theſe wonderful works mths by nd o- 
ther than the true God, nor could. they have been 
predicted by any but his fervants the rophets. Theſe 
arguments * conſidered, py indubitable 
proofs of the glory of the God of Jacob, 2 diſeri 
minate him from the idols, and deities ta which hlind- 
ed nations paid their homage.—In the verſe: before 
us, the Lord God calls upon all nations diligently to 
attend to the proofs he was about to adduce of his 
exiſtence, and perfections; that their faith and hope 
might be eſtabliſhed on a firm baſis; whilſt he chal. | 
lenges all the votaries of idolatry, to roduce any in- 
ſtance of wiſdom and power like th chole which he had 
given, and was about to exhibit toward lis pe- 
culiar people. Mo among them can declare” this, 
and ſhew us former things? Who among the pa- 
trons of ſuperſtition (ſaith God) can declare the e- 
vents that I have foretold, and bring us acquainted 


with things that have long ſince happened, the ac- 


counts of which are now loſt? Would you yindicate | 


your pretenſions, take your choice either of giving. 
accurate information of paſt tranſactions, conceti 
which hiſtory and tradition are filent ; or of fore 
ling future things with their concomitant rh moat | 
ces. As the matter in agitation is of the utmoſt 1 im- 
portance that your claims be admitted, — Bring forth 
your witneſſes, to atteſt the certainty of the fa that 
may be alledged, to confirm the truth of what you 
ſay, and to aſcertain the juſtice of the claim you make 
in behalf of your deities. You muſt produce ſüf. 
5 evidences, that thoſe who are conſidered by 
you as prophets, have indeed poſſeſſed diſtin know- 
ledge of the matters they are ſuppoſed to ide pre- 
diced, and the circumſtances attending them 
they mult. be able to tell from what gods, A*. in 
what places, they received the revelations they pre- 
tended to communicate. This demand Ig cannot 
deny is reaſonable and juſt, and ought to be- 1 51 
| without n -T hat they may WIT „ac. 


r 
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quitted from every "charge of impoſture and Uecelt, 


and acknowledged the true prophets of the true God. 


hot comply with this requiſition, you ought to liſten 


with candour and patience, to the arguments adduced. 
dy the ſervants of the Lord God of Irael, in'proof = 


of his ſupreme divinity; and having attentively con. 


fidered them, you ſhould frankly confeſs that what we 


firm is truth, and worthy of undoubted ersdit. Thus 
candidly and openly doth Jehoyah' vouchfafe to deal 


with men, reſpecting his exiſtence and attributes, in 


the faith of which we ought to be firmly eſtabliſhed. 

10 Ve ate my witneſſes, ſaith the LORD, 
and my ſervant whom I have choſen; that ye 
may know and believe me, and underſtand 


that I am he: before me there was no god 


formed, neither ſhall there be after me. 


Appeal is made to the people of all nations, who 
were required to aſſemble; that they might ex. 


mine the evidences ſet before them, of the divinity 


of the God of Ifrael.— Ve, all of you without excep- 
tion, are witneſſes of many ſtriking proofs of the glos 


nous perfections of Jehovah, who hath not left him- 
elf without witneſs, in giving you rain from heaven, 
and fruitful ſeaſons, filliiy your hearts with fobd and 
gladneſs. Beſides, conſcience, that he hath placed 
4 his vicegerent in every man's breaſt; which accu- 
les of the evil you commit, and approves of the good 


you perform, beats teſtimony, that verily there is a 
Cod who judgeth in the earth; and that to him ou 


ae amenable for your conduct. And ny ſervant 
whom I have choſen, &. "eſpecially you that I have 
appropriated to myſelf for a peculiar people, who are 
employed in my ſervice} you to hum this d x 


tion particularly Belong; can well atteſt the trut of : 
my exiſtence, my perfections, providenee, ard pro- 


miſes; in conſequence of the many ſubſtantial proofs 
You have received, that I am God to whom there id 


Voitl! none 


* 
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none like. The deſign of bringing forward theſe e- 
vidences is next ſpeeified hat ye may hnoze, &c. 
That you may be well acquainted, and thoroughly 
convinced of my eternal power and Godhead, that 1 
am the Moſt High over all the earth, whoſe name a- 
lone is Jehavah—T hat ' you may believe me, and give 
undoubted credit to the revelations afforded you of 
my purpoſes reſpecting the world, and the chureh 
And underſtand that I am be: And be convinced by 
demonſtrative arguments that I am he, who doeth 
all things according to the counſel of my will, for ad- 
vancing the glory of my name, and the good of them 
that love me. Before me there was no god formed. 
None to whom I owe my exiſtenee and glory, being 
myſelf from everlaſting to everlaſting: none of the 
deities of whoſe antiquity you boalt. are equal to 
me, who am without beginning and without end 
Neither. ſhall there be after me. Theſe words de- 
note the permanency, the immutability, and'eter- 
nity of Jehovah, who- liveth and reigneth for ever 
aid eve i RO NET 


11 I, even I, am the LORD; and beſide 
me 2here is no ſaviou . 

Ihe God of Iſrael is introduced into the aſſembly 
compoſed of all nations, eſtabliſfing the truth of his 
divinity, that he might recal idolatrous heathens from 
ſuperſtition, and the worſhip of falſe gods; and that 
he might confirm the: faith of his upright ſervants. 
For this purpoſe, he brings into view ſome of the 
wonderful works he had already done, and others 
which he had foretold he was about to accompliſh in 
times then future: chiefly referring to the great.tem- 
poral deliverance, that he, purpoſed to work for his 
people, by means of Cyrus king of Perſia. This re- 
markable event is Hluſtrated by alluſions. to their 
reſcue from the tyrannical power of Afyria, from the 
bondage of Egypt, and the oppreſſion of the Chal- 
deans, as images of the ſpiritual ſalvation that he 
x . * 2 a 1 yas 
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was to accompliſh for his church, by the Meſſiah in 
the fulneſs of time.” He enters on this ſubject by pro- 
claiming his glorious name, and peculiar character, 
1, even 1, am the Lord, who poſſeſs ſupreme-eternal 
divinity, every divine. exeellency, immutable! glory 


and felicity. To me alone it belangsto'publiſh'my 


own eſſential majeſty and grandeur: to men indebt4 
ed to me for all they enjoy, it js not expedient to 
glory. It is the peng cr Bock to ſpeak of his 
own honour and greatneſs: it is the duty of crea-- 
tures to celebrate the praiſes of their Creator and 
25 Let e thing that bath breath praiſe the 
Lor _ 

And befide me there it ns Saviour. It is the diſtin- 
guiſning character and glory of God, that he is the 
Saviour of all men, eſpecially of them that believe. 
He is the Saviour off the-human race, inaſmuch ashe 


mercifully preſerves them, bears with long ſuffering 


patience their evil manners, and doth not deſtroy 
them at once by terrible judgments; but on the con- 
trary, loads them with benefits. In this character he 


acts eſpecially toward his church; on which he con- 


fers- temporal, ſpiritual; and eternal ſalvation. - By 
the temporal deſiverances he works for them, he ex- 
hibits ſtriking demonſtrations of his wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs ; and inſtructive repreſentations of the 
' ſalvation cf his own Son. The other deliverances he 
hath wrought were from temporal, but this from ſpi- 
ntual evils; ſuch as the bondage of coruption, and 
the puniſhment of fin. They were communicated 
under the direction of Providence, by means of hu- 
man interpoſition ; this by the intervention of the 
Son of God, the author of eternal falvation. They 
are accompanied with tempotary effects, which oft- 
times are very ſoon over; whereas this never fails to 
be attended with everlaſting joyful confequencesj / | 
glory, honour, and immortality. With great pro- 
priety, then, doth Jehovah declare, that befide him 
there is no Saviour. — Deeply ſenſible of the danger 


and the miſery i in Which we are e involved by tranſ- 
[OR greſſion, 8 


= N and eee eee of ee Wh here 
aſſerted, let us earneſtly requeſt, that God, the only 
all-ſufficient Saviour, would deliver us from everlaſt- 


ing deſtruction, reconcile us unto himſelf, and reſcue 


us from the dominion of our ſpiritual foes; that we 
may live to his glory, And ever Be FR ba 


12 I have 1 and Ya: faved, 404 1 


have ſhewed, when there was no ſtrange gud 
among you: therefore ye are ig WIRES 
faith' the LORD, that I am God. * 


Satisfying proof is here produced of the important | 


truth announced in the verſe immediately preceding, 


have declared (faith God) and made known by 


the things that do appear, my eternal power and 
Godhead; fo that they are without excuſe that when 
they knew me, they glorified. me not ag God. Ia 
early ages of the world, I publiſhed and ſpread 3. 


broad over the earth, the report of the eminent deli- 


verances which in following periods, I effected with 
a ſtrong hand and ſtretched out arm, At the very 


time I had fixed and foretold, I brought forth my 


people Iſrael from the land of Egypt, and reſcued 
them from the powers that would have 

them. I have ſaved, according to my promiſe, and 
I have ſhewed and revealed to my ſervants the great 


deliverances that I would work for their poſterity, 


long before there was any ſtrange god among you; 
before you ſacrificed unto demons, to yo whom 
you knew not, to new gods whom your fathers fear- 
ed not *. To the God of Iſrael, who foreſhewed 
and actually wrought the ſalvations referred to, aught 
they to be attributed; as no others beſide him had 
any way intimated their knowledge of them, and the 
circumſtances with which they wete to be attended. 


To his devout worſhippers, therefore, to whom this 


[_ Wente is Farnen, direQted, he x RPO co 
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truth of what he had ſaid.Te are my witneſes, ſaith 
the Lord, that I am Ged. You can bear teſtimony 

to the glory of my name, the righteouſneſs of my go. 
vernment ; to the operations of my providence: and 
the faithfulneſs of my promiſes. You. can avouclt 
that I am the avenger of the wrongs done to my 
people, and their glorious deliverer, in time of noed: 
33 you haye heard, ſo have you ſeen, and by conſe- 


quence you are well qualified to atteſt wa 4 an a9: 


the Almighty Ruler of the univerſe, |... x 
TUE 


13 Vea. 2 the day wat, To an 1 an 
there is none that can deliver out _ wy hand; 
I will work, and who ſhall let it? ee 


The poſterity: of Iſrael having been Jiinguihed: 
by their religion from all the people of the earth, o- 
ther nations might have objected to the novelty of 


their ſacred rites, as having commenced in the days 


of Moſes, by whom they were taught tu worſhip J 
hovah, their deliverer from thraldom and oppreſſion. 


To obviate every objection of this ſort, the Lord God, 


declares his eternity and immutability; that his being 
is underived; that he exiſted before the commence- 
ment of time; and that none can reſiſt his power, or 
counteract his operations—Before the day tas, Iam he. 
Betore the ordinances of day and night were appoint- 
ed, before time had begun to run its courſe, before 


the heavens and the earth were formed, and the many * 


tains were ſettled, when there were no fountains a- 
bounding with water, I am he who was, who is, and 
who is to come, the Almighty. the everlaſting God 
the Lord. And tbere is none that can deliver aut 
ny hand. The peer of the ereatures is derived and 
linuted; whereas my power is infinite, and cannot 
be controlled. All power in heaven aud on earth 
belongeth unto me; I am elothed with ſtrength, 
wherewith I have girded myſelf, I can fave and de- 


troy, and there are none that can hinder the execu- 


_ of my Purpoſes; 22 mg is full of power; 13 : 
right 
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3 right hand is great in Lads) none eyer Wait | 
himſelf againſt me and proſpered —/[ will wort anf 
_ who ſhall let it? © I will work when, and where, and 


in' what manner I pleaſe; and will do whatſoever 
ſeemeth good in my ſight. I will build up and pull 
down, and do all my pleaſure. None have right to 
ſay unto me, What doeſt thou? nor can any fruſ. 
trate the execution of my deſigns. There is no might 
or counſel againſt the Lord. Theſe glorious prero- 
gatives claimed by the bleffed God, ought to ſtrike 
terror into the wicked, againſt whom he hath de- 
nounced the moſt awful judgments, from which there 
are none that can deliver. They ought alſo to ani- 


mate the upright ſervants of God, amidſt all the af. 


flictions with which they are viſited, with the plea- 


firig expectation o of his ſeaſonable on in their 15 


behalf, 


14 0 Thus faith the LORDy your eden, 
5 the Holy One of Iſrael, For your ſake I have 


| ſent to Babylon, and have brought down- all 


their nobles, and the CONE whole 2 * 


in the ſhips. | 2 r 
Theſe words announce che pennt bins which 


God was about to confer upon the Jewiſh people, by 


bringing them back from captivity into their own 
land. The ſubject js introduced with great ſolemni- 


ty, and explicit aſſurance is given of the certainty of 


that event which was to exhibit an- illuſtrious proof, 
that Jehovah is the Redeemer and Sanctifier of his 
church.—-For your ſake, who are my peculiar peo- 
ple, who are precious in my fight, who are called by 
my name, whom have redeemed and created for 


my glory—To accompliſh your deliverance from 


exile, and to reſtore you to peace and happineſs, I 


' have ſent the Medes and Perſiang to fight againſt Ba- 


bylon, and to lay waſte that great city And have 


brought down all their nobles, &c. The Hebrew word 


e . ſigniſies alſo bars, as it is rendered 


flowed through the midſt 
veſſels and pleaſure boats that lay there they might 
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on the margin, of ſome bibles. , Faithful nobles, and 


great men, elevated to important ſtations, de the 
ſtrength of a city or nation; when to the utmoſt. of 
their power they prevent the encroachments of ene - 
mies, and the entrance of evils into the ſociety with 
which they are connected. Our Prophet foreſeeing. 
that, contrary to human expectation, Babylon was 
to be taken by Cyrus during the night, alludes to 
ſome remarkable circumſtances. which doubtleſs oc- 
curred at that memorable period, The inhabitants 
diſtinguiſhed by their rank and opulence, and even 
the Chaldean ſoldiers, celebrated for valour and cou- 
rage, ſtruck with conſternation, were amidſt the ge- 
neral confuſion, to flee with the utmoſt precipitation, 


down the ſtreets leading 9 8 river Eup ee which 
the city; that in the ſmall 


eſcape the ravages of the enemy. Io thele barges, 
from whence the voice of joy and gladneſs was wont 
to reſound, they were to have reeourſe for aſſiſtance 
in their flight from impending danger. Theſe few 
remarks may help you to underſtand this een 
which I e it 1s een, to enlarge. 


15 I am the LORD your Holy: One, the 


Creator of Ifrael, your King. 


To give certainty to the event hon predicted; 3 
to lay open the ſource of hope and conſolation from 
whence the church was to derive eſtabliſhment ; the 
Lord God reminds them of His character, and the in- 


timate relations in which he ſtands connected with 


them I am the Lord, the ſelf-exiftent, omnipotent, . 
and unchangeable Jehovah, who will verify all my | 
promiſes and-threatenings—-Tour Holy One, who poi- 


leſſes conſummate. excellence and purity, who: ſanc- | 


ties you, and who àm ſanctified by you, who are 
my upright worſhippers, in whoſe ſalvation I will be 
glorified—The. Creator of {{rael, who, by the word of 
my power called you into exiſtence, who formed you 

| „ 


| 


energy on the minds of the hearers. A ſtriking in- 


* 
1 
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into a people, and who will preſerve and deliver you 
«Yor King, who rules you by your own confent, 
who hath publiſhed the belt laws for your obedience, 8 
who inaniges all your interefts, who. diſpenſes to you 
impartial juſtice, and who will defend you from all 
your enetnies.—In this glorious and mighty Lord his 
people ought to place cots, confidence, and 
to depend on his 8 grace, Logs OG 
for every promiſed benefit 


16 Thus faith the EP) wh wa hy 
in the ſea, and a path in the mighty waters; 

80 Which bringeth forth the chariot 
horſe, the army and the power; They ſhall 
lie down together, rity ſhall not riſe: they 
are extinct, they ate quenched as tow. - 


th 


| Theſe wolds may New conſidered as 2 n con. 
firmation of the preceding articles; or as à ſplendid 
introduction to the ſubſequent paragraph of this diſ. 
courſe, which treats of another; a greater, and more | 
glorious work of divine grace. Our Prophet ſeldom 2 
brings a meſſage from God to his dee that doth 
not either begin or conclude with ſome weighty ar- 
gument, ſuited to impreſs the ſubject with greater th 


— 


ſtance of the truth of this remark lies now before u; 1 
whether the words be ſuppoſed to refer to what 1 
goes before, or to what immediately follows. - The B 

character claimed by Jehovah in this exordium hath 1 
an obvious alluſion te the great deliverance he a 
wrought of old for his people, when he overthtew Pha- ke 
raoh and all his hoſts in the midſt of the ſea.” This 1 
memorable interpoſition in favour of the children f " 
 Ifraet is applied to many events which beat ſome fe- = 


' ſemblance®to it. Thus when God promiſes to his 
church liberty, ſecurity, and ſalvation, the emigra- 
tion of the Iſraelites is brought into view; the di- 
riding of the ſea, the deſtruction of the enemy, the 
Paſſage 


\ 
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paſſage through the deſert and the river Jordan, are 
ſo many magnificent objects which ariſe-mthe-mihd. 
For that highly favoured people the Lord made a 
way in the fea, as it is written, Exod. xiv, 21, 22. 
« The Lord cauſed the ſea to go back by a ſtron 
« eaft wind all the night, and niade the ſea dry land, 
and the waters were divided, and tlie children of 
Iſrael went into the midſt of the ſea upon dry 
ground, Ec. Thus did the Almighty: make @ pat 
in the great Wüt ers. f apo. 
Who bringethi forth the chariot and horſe, & What 
is here affirmed: perfectly accords with the hiſfory 
of the event, and the ſong to which it refers, where 
it is thus written: Pharaos chariots ani Pis hoſt, 
chatli he caſt into the ſeag his choſen captaingalſq are 
© drowned in the Red Sea Efc.—They ſhall Jie dawn, 
together, &c. Various expreflions are uſed; ſo tepre- 
{ent the total overthrow of the Egyptians} and to diſ- 
play the majeſty andipawer of God. 'Notwithitand-. 
ing their pride and infolente, they cannot! reſiſt the 
power of Jehovah, but ſink like lead to the bottom 
| of the ocean. — They are kxtinct, &c. da lamp 
whoſe oil is ſpent, and Whoſe light is gong out 
They are quenched at tot. Life is ecũly an quickly | 
extinguiſhed, as the wicloof a lamp that isduade of 
tow, when dipped in water. Thus ſuddenly, were 
the hoſts of Pharaoh drowred in the ſea. In this 
manner doth our Prophet contraft the follyl.and im-. 
potence of men, with the wiſdom and ommfpotence 
of Jehovah.— The aftonifhing wonders wHigh God 
wrought for his people of old, ſuggeſt tnt ſtrongeſt 
encouragement to expect farther ſignal intetpoſitions 
in behalf of his church. We may queſtion the mn | 
ity of creatures to relieve, becauſe their power is 
circumſcribed ; but Jehovah is Almighty... Though 
men be capable of communicating aſſiſtance, they 
may be deficient in wiſdom to embrace the moſt pro- 
per ſeaſon of exertion ; but God is omniſcient. A 


Pol. III. „ „„ 
* Exod, xv. 4. ſee alſo chap. xiv. 17, 18. i 
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friend may poſſeſs both- ability and prudence, et 
diſtance may effectually deprive of his aid; but * | 


Moſt High is omnipreſent... N otwithſtanding man 
may be well qualified to impartall needful affiftance, 


his kind intentions may be fruſtrated by unexpected 


diſſdlution; but the Lord of heaven and earth, is the 
living eternal God. He who hath ability, wiſdom, 
friendſhip, and opportunity, may not have inclina- 
tion to do us good; but Jehovah is merciful and gra- 
cious, and his compaſſions fail not. He knows our 
neceſſities, our inſufficiency, our danger, and miſery, 


| and he flands engaged to hog wx for our falvation. 


18 7 an ye not the former thing 
| age wer conſider the ing of old. 


— Ba and Aill more: Leona Ws 97 the 4 
vinity of the God of Iſrael is here introduced, in or- 


der to eſtabliſh the faith and hope of his upright ſer- 


voants. The argument is derived from that wonderful 
work of omnipotence, the converſion of the Gentiles 
' {rom deacÞidols, to the ſervice of the only living and 


true Gad. The former things alluded to, were, 


- ſuppoſe, . the important temporal benefits,conferred 
upon the church, prior to the appearance of the 
Meſſiah 3- ſuch as the redemption of the Iſraelites 
from the power of the Egyptians, their introduction 
into the land of Canaan, their deliverance from the 
hands of thoſe who oppreſſed them in time of the 
Judges nd from the Aſſyrian army that afterward 
nvaded,. qudea— Their return from captivity at Ba- 
bylon;: 992 deſtruction of the Chaldean empire, which 
had loiig been hoſtile to their intereſts, the ovyer- 


throw of their perſecutors in after times, and the re- 


ſtoration of their civil and eccleſiaſtical ſtate, by means 
of the Maccabees. Theſe wonderful works of divine 
Providence, far from being of equal magnitude and 
importance, with that great event which our Prophet 
now brings forward, he would have the people of God 
to drop 1 in ſome meaſure the . of, = 

? they 
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they might fix their attention on the more illuſtrious 


and aſtoniſhing works of divine power and grace, 


Such is the ſurpaſſing glory of the benefit he is going 
to mention, that all the former deliverances wrought 
io behalf of the church, were comparatively to be 
overlooked and forgotten; that they might view with _ 

the higheſt admiration the pleaſing object now to be 
exhibited. The mode of expreſſion here adopted, 


plainly intimates the ſuperior excellence of the ſubject 


he is about to treat, to thoſe comprehended under the 
name of former things. A remarkable inftance of 
this ſort occurs in the prophecies of Jeremiah, chap. 
iii. 16. In thoſe days, faith the Lord, they ſhall 
ſay no more, the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 
* neither ſhall it come to mind, neither ſhalF they 


remember it, neither ſhall they viſit it, neither ſhall - 


that be done any more. Why? becauſe a new 
covenant, and a more glorious deliverance was to 
be introduced, far tranſcending thoſe of former times. 


19 Behold, I will do a new thing; now it 
ſhall ſpring forth; ſhall ye not know it? Iwill 
even make a way in the wilderneſs, and rivers 


in the deſert. 


Admiring attention is demanded to the very mo- 
mentous event, which is deſcribed in beautiful figu- 
rative language. In this paſſage, the reſemblance. 
betwixt the deliverance of the poſterity of Iſrael from 
their Egyptian and Babylonian captivities, naturally 
preſents itſelf to the mind, as well as the ſpiritual | 
deliverance to be wrought for the Gentiles by the 
mighty arm of N The converſion of the 
heathen nations, from a deplorable into a happy ſtate, 
is emphatically; repreſented as a new thing which | 
had never before happened. The expreſſion leads 
our thoughts to that important benefit, which hath 
been conferred on the church under the New Teſtay 
ment, and intimates its ſuperior excellence to thoſe 
enjoyed under the former c VJ. The ancient 

* 28 ee prophets 


378 2 1£crUREs! on the Cray: XIII. 


13 prophers by this deſignation, pointed out the ineſti- 


mable ſpiritual bleſſings to be enjoyed by the people 
of God under the goſpel. Two inſtances of the truth 
of this remark may ſuffice at preſent. Jeremiah de- 


clared, * Behold the days come, faith the Lord, that 


+ I will make a new covenant with the houſe. of If. 
« rael, and with the houſe of Judah *.“ Ezekiel pro- 


ö miſed. in the name of the Lord God, A new heart 
Aalſo will 1 give you, and a new ſpirit will I put 


within you,” Wc. f. This characteriſtie diſtin 


the œconomy of grace, wherein the apoſtle Paul ſays, 


All old things ar F eee away, and all things are 

become new . 

becauſe prior to the commencement of this diſpenſa- 
tion they did not exiſt, and are now ſubſtituted in 


place of the former things which are abolifhed ; and 


as in all reſpects they far ſurpaſs them, they ought 
to be viewed with pleaſure and ad miration Of this 
new thing, the converſion of the Genuiles, it is af. 
firmed, 
Noro it fhall ſpring forth, The words muſt m. 


derſtood according to the prophetic ſtile, in which 


things future, that ſeem to human view at a couli- 
derable diſtance, are ſpoken of as at hand'; to inti- 
mate, that in the light of God, a thouſand years are 


as one day, that time is ſhort, and quickly ae a- 


way, and that the predicted event ſhall certainly be 
Fulfilled in its ſeaſon. Notwithſtanding feveral ages 
were to elapſe before this prediction was to be ac- 
compliſhed, it was to ſpring forth like the corn that 
grows out of the earth, and gradually to advance to 


wards. its completion ; when it, was to become re- 
markably conſpicuous, and highly grateful to thoſe 
who on this account were to glorify the God of -Iſ- _ 
rael.—Sball ye not know it? The upright among men, 


who diligently conſidered the ways of Providence, 


might perceive the approaching change af diſpenſa- 
tions; and that from the period wherein the Jews re- 


turned from e to their own: land, the way 


Was 
9 Chap. XXxi. 31. F Chap. xxxvi. 26. "4: 2 Con, v. 165 


ey are juſtly denominated new, 
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zoſpe] of Chriſt, whereby this great work was to be 
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was opening for the manifeſtation of the kingdom of 


God. As preludes to its appearance, from that time 
not a few proſelytes were made to the ſewiſſi reli- 


gion from among the Baby lonians, the Syrians, the 


Perſians, and Egyptians; by means of whom, / God : 
prepared the Gentile nations for the feception of the 
conſummatd. e ee 
[ will even mate a way in the wilderneſs, Ste. 
Thoſe who explain this prediction in its literal ſenſe, 
as referring to the return of the Jews from Babylon 


to their own land, eonſider it as containing au expli- 
cit aſſurance, that a way would be opened for them 


to traverſe the deſert through which they had to paſs; 
and that they were to be favoured with 4 miraculous 
abundant ſupply of water for their refreſhment. 
Though it might have a primary reference to that 
event, yet to me, it appears a pro 3 the con- 
verſion of the Gentiles, which ought to be interpre- 
ted in the figurative ſenſe of the words. In this view, 


the expreſſion denotes, that God was not only to pro- 
duce a new creation, to inſtitute a new œconomy. 
and to confer new privileges upon the church; but 


he was even to make a way for their reboneiliation, 
effectual vocation, and complete redemption. © T6 
the Gentile nations, which on various accounts, as 
hath been already obſerved, reſembled a wild uncul- 
tivated country, God was to give a certain rule of - 
faith and manners, by walking according to which, 
they were to attain communion with him and his 


people, to reach in due time the new Jeruſalem, and 


to poſſeſs the inheritance of the world, The Al- 


mighty was to make ample proviſion alſo for relieving | 


their ſpiritual neceſſities, by conveying to them rich 
abundance of ſalutary truths, the graces of the Spitit, 


and divine conſolations, which are well adapted to 


ſolace the minds of men. In few words, by means 

of the doctrines contained in the goſpel of Chriſt, and 

the inſtructions delivered to them by the ſervants of 

God, in ſchools ſeminaries and churches, they were 
ö 5555 largely 


© t to . of thoſe FRouy benefits which 

impart refreſhment and latisfaction to the mind. In al- 
luſion to the privileges and bleſſings wherewith God 
enriched the children of Iſrael, when wandering in the · 

dry deſerts of Arabia, and journeying toward the in- 
heritance promiſed to their fathers; our Prophet fore. 
tels, that the Gentiles were to be favoured with ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings correſponding to the advantages en- 
joyed by the poſterity of Jacob.— Grateful to the 


God of all grace for theſe predictions, let us depend 


on him to make his way plain before us, and to guide 

our ſteps in the paths of righteouſneſs While pal. 

| fing through this dry and barren land, let us look to 
um for thoſe reviving comforts which are indiſpenſi- 
bly requiſite to gratify the longing defizes * LIT | 

| Hem to the Zion that is above. 1 lch | 


30 The beaſt, of the field. ſhall Carta me, 
the dragqns and the owls: becauſe, I give 
waters in the wilderneſs, and rivers in the 
deſert, to Sen er to my 1 * cha. 
ſen. 7 


The 1 5 ee are here N that 
were to reſult from the accompliſhment of the pre · 
diction contained in the preceding verſe. I cannot 
think that the creatures deſtitute of. intelligence, 

which are ſpecified in the words to be conſidered, 
were intended to be the ſubject of this prediction; 
but that they were introduced, ſymbolically to re- 
preſent men in their natural fate, excluded from the 
communion of the church reſiding in countries 
which enjoy not the benefit of ſacred inſtructions 
who are ferocious and cruel acting under the in- 
fluence of unruly. paſſions and addicted to thoſe 
odious vices, which proceed from diſpofitions analo- 
gous to the preyailing temper of the animals whoſe 
names are mentioned. In our progreſs through this 

ſuacred book, I have had repeated occaſion to treat 

of the ſubject: at preſent, 1 I ſhall not mo 2 


W 


it 


8 
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thing to what hath been ſaid # Dans which 


are wild, hurtful, and dangerous creatures, may fig- 1 
_ nificantly-denote, rude, barbarous, malicious people.” | 


—Owls, that cannot endure; the light, that 6.0 A 
mournful voice, and live ſeparate from other birds, 
may repreſent thoſe to whom the light of truth is of- 
fenfive ; who are at variance with the ſaints of; the 


Moſt High, and utter things truly grievous: and la- 


mentable. People of theſe deſcriptions; God declares - 
ſhall honour him—by believing in his exiſtence, per- 
fections, word, and providence ; by highly eſteem- 
ing his tranſcendent excellencies, his laws, his ordi- 


nances, and ſalvation; by giving him that grateful 


homage and chearful obediqgce which he juſtly de- 
mands, and, by delighting in him as their all Tf 
cient friend and portion. Give unto the Lord, O ye 
kindreds of the people, the honour due unto his 
name. Let every one form the devout reſolution of 


the royal Pſalmiſt, I will ſpeak of the glorious ho- 


nour of his majeſty; and of his wondrous works; 


J will ſpeak of the might of his terrible ads, and 1 | 
will declare Jus greatneſs f. | 


Becauſe I give waters in the wvildernee, &c. Theſe | 


words affign the reaſon why men who once reſem- 


bled inferior animals, on account of their noxious 
diſpoſitions, ought to celebrate the praiſes of 2 | 
vah. In his adorable providence and grace, he 


according to his promiſe; to the wilderneſs of the Gen. i 


tile world, the truths and ordinances of the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel, and the comforts of the Holy Spirit, which 
like waters are of a purifying, refreſhing, and fructi- 
tying nature. And rivers in the deſert. Conſtant 


. plentiful ſupplies of theſe precious bleſſings were to 


be every where diſperſed throughout the dry and 
barren regions inhabited by the Gentile nations. 70 


give drink to my people, The abundant communica- 


tion of the ſpiritual benefits here foretold, wereintend- 
ed for the comfort of the peculiar People of God, 
3 whom 

» See Chap, xi, 6. 1 Plal. cxly.” 1 
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_ whom he had appropriated: to himſelf as the objects 
of his diſtinguiſhing: regard, How merciful and gra- 


cious is God, who affords his highly favoured daran 


| feaſonable rich ſupplies of the beſt bleſſings, even in 


circumſtances wherein they could be leaſt expected 
He perfectly knows their wants, their fears, and dan- 
gers; he ſuits his mercies to their neceſſities, which 
he is ever ready to relie ve. Let us, then, be glad and 
rejoice, and give honour to him 1 whom, Tm 
ma our aid and ſalvation, Crain ibs 


21 This people have I FD for ner. 
they ſhall ſhew forth ny n 


The 8 people of God are 385 1 ar of 


their infinite obligations to him, and the deſign of 


their formation. The devout among the Jews, with 
thoſe of other nations who were to be inco 
with them into one body, ſeem to have been the peo- 
ple intended in this expreſſion; whoſe character the 
apoſtle Peter thus elegantly deſcribes, * 'e are a cho- 
ſen generation, a royal prieſthood, a holy nation, a 
peculiar people, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the prai- 
* {es of him who hath called you out of darknets in- 
* to his marvellous light &.. Who! in time paſt (he 
adds) were not a people, but are now the people of 
God; which had not obtained mercy, but now 
have obtained mercy. The Lord God formed their 
hodies and their ſpirits within them; he endowed 
them with various privileges, ſignificant of the glo- 


rious prerogatives he confers upon his church under 


the New Teſtament. By his word, accompanied 
with his Spirit, he conveyed unto them ſpiritual life; 
he ſubdued thoſe corrupt paſſions which would coun- 


teract obedience to his blefled will; he favoured them 


with the means of ſalvation, the felicity of his = 
jects, and the bleſſings contained in his promiſes; he 
difpoſed them to the exerciſe of e W. r 
and the performance of good works. The pr and 


* Peter i ii. 9. 


glory 


Ves. 22. \ PROPHEOIES on ISALAK. 85 38 "HE 


glory of tlewanderfol work he appropriates to big 
delf, and excluſively claims as his due. The y ſhall „„ 0s 
70 my praiſe—by cordially believing che thts „ 
1 206 ths promiſes I have given; 0 J „ 
firmly re lying ol N wer and graces. 3 
' by — ic ay RN. in the way Sx MESS: 
my commandments. Humbly ſenſibie of 5 uns . 
worthineſs, they ſhall aſcribe to me the glory of al 
the mercies they enjoy; they ſhall depend upon me e 
for every bleſſing that they need; and unteſetved--. 
jy ſubmit to my diſpenſations, im this manner e. "Je 
commending m pr peine brand them. Such n 
are the noble effects producetbby-the: tion of the | 
omnipotent grace of ſehovali, wkich\Tfaiah; ſpe 
in his name brings forward, todemonſtrate his fu 85 
divinity who's the God of Iſael. What a viking) woo 
do they exhibir of this momentous truth: Were alt 
the gods of the nations tu unite, they could produce 
nothing of this ſont. Had miniſters of the C 
only the 'eloquence of men, but the tongue of angels 
and faith that t ey could remove mountains; yet the | 
could not poſſibly effect, by their own power and 
| holineſs,” any thing eijual to what is deſcribed in this 
verſe. Let us, then, ſhew forth the praiſes of God, 
ho hath formed us for himſelf.” Est us ſtudy to 
render his ways amiable im the eyes of men, by) ag... 
| dorning his goſpel, by doing hondur to our profeſs | | 
| ſion, and e bur bight ſo ſhine before men, ats 
#Z ror the: e gears comin, bil 
| the excellency-of | 
22 But thou haſt cates: upon me, 0 
r bat thou” half e of me, 0 
Na re T0 Tn Ig Es 11688 


. * * * "OF 1 


f The Jeni latte tuo diger: | 
„antes of people of oppoits/charudters./ The greater - | | | 
6 part were profligate' d wicked, who, thoug r 1 
1 ſubmitted to perform the exterior part of divine * 
F 


” — 
hy * 
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worſhip, did: not ſervs God with ade heart. 
Vou! ET 1 
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The other part, who were upright "WI God, v were 
greatly depreſſed with abounding iniquities, and the 
awful calamities to which the nation was, thereby ex- 


ofed. Iſaiah, having comforted the laſt mentioned 
y ꝓromiſes and predictions of the precious benefits 


5 Which God 550 rem to confer upon his people, pro- 
ceoeeds ſharply to reproe others of the cominunity, 


remarkable for thay rental indifference'in'the wor. 


ſhip of God; and informs them, that the bleſſinge he 
bad foretold were not to be beſtowed for their lakes, 


who on account of their ſins deſerved; dreadful judg- 


ments. They were: the cfrvits, not of their merits, 
but of the rich merey of God. Hut thou haſt nut tal. 


led upon me, O Jacub. Calling upon God fometimes 
in ſcripture denotes.fimply, the exerciſe of prayer; | 


at other times it is uſed in a more extenſive ſenſe to 


ſignify ſacred ſervices in general, eſpecially thay in- 


vocation and confeſſion of his name which proceeds 
from the belief of his exiſtence, perfeQtions,, and = 
vidence, and is accompanied with g works. 

worſhip was inſtituted by Jehova, that his people 
might realize his preſence and attributes; that they 


might give unto him the glo of due unto his hate; 
: . 


and that preſenting themfelves before him they might 
adore dis excellencies, call to-remembrance lis mani. 
fold mercies, and ſupplicate his enriching bleſfing 
It was appointed that they might exp — 1 ih © 570% 


Es ways their conſtant dependence gms God; 


knowledge him as the Father of lights, fr Wa 
meth down every and perfect if, requiſite to 
ſupply, their nece icies.— That their minds might be 


employed in the comtemplat ion of his glory, and that | 


they might n a practical acquaintanee, with the 
way he hath opened for their acceſs to his inſinite 


1 5 majeſty— That they might enjoy delightful inter- 


courſe with him! whilſt he affords them pleaſing in- 


timationg of his loving kindneſs and they pour out 
tttheir heakts before him in penitential confeſſions, in 
grateful acknowledgments, and ardent deſires.— That 
being t relieved of their cares and anhin hey might 
become 
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performance of it; and thus be trained up for ſerv- 


ung him in his heavenly temple. For theſe and ſimi- 


P * 


lar important purpoſes hath the Lord God required 
his people, whom he hath: formed for himſelf; to call 
upon his name. How atrocious, then, the ſin Wit 
which Iſrael is here charged! It reſults from criminal 
infidelity reſpecting the providence and government 
olf God; from groſs inſenſibility, ſecurity, and indif-. 
ference to thè ſubſtantial benefits which God hath 


encouraged his people n ebe and the'want of 
firm perſu | who 
plies the neceſſities of all that call upon him in trut 


complaint before us. 


May not this heavy charge be brought againſt 


ſome of you, my hearers? Are there any of you who 


reſtrain prayer before God? who. do not enter into 
your cloſets, as our Saviour directs, and, having ſhut | 
the door, pray to your: Father who ſeeth in ſecret? 


Convinced in your conſciences that there is a God 
that judgeth in the earth Why do you neglect to 


converſe with the God of your life, and the Giver f 
all good, who can render you happy or miſerable for 
erer? Why do you: flight your moſt valuable privi-. 
lege, your greateſt honour, and beſt intereſt? Why 
perſiſt in the omiſſion of a plain commanded. duty, 
the faithful performance of which might prove a 
ſource of true conſolation, and prevent t 


R 
« 


ſtings of guilt. and remorſe; to which contempt. of God 


ſhall certainly; give' occaſion ? Are there any of you . 
who negle& calling upon-God in pour families, nt. 
withſtanding; you are daily receiving fruits of the di- 

el nd new. durneftic comforts, deſtitute of | | 
which you ſhould. be (miſerable? What a pity that \ 


vine bounty, 


family religion, inculcated both by ſcripture pre= 
cepts and examples, anti effential to the happiness 


cf all under your roof, is excluded from yout.houſe 5 


Hearken to the word of the Lord, delivered by the 


— 
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become more afraid of offending him, better ac: _ 
quainted with their duty; and better prepared for the 


aſion of his majeſty and mercy,” who tony 5 ; 


Such are the fatal ſources from whence originate the 17 


oe painful _ 
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prophet Jeremiah, „Thou wilt pour out chy yu 
on the heathen that know thee not. and upon the 
© milies that call not on thy name *. Would —— 
eſcape this horrible tempeſt of divine wrath, hich 
ſhall burſt forth with irreſiſtible violence, on thoſe ſo- 
-  Cieties that refuſe to give unto the Lord: the homage 
he demands; attend no longer to the ſpec 
texts whereby you have excuſed yourſelves E this 
pleaſant ſervice, which is highly 8 thoſe who 
duell together in unity. Are there any of you who 
ſeldom worſhip God in the public aſſemblies of his 
ple? You well know that Jehovah hath graciouſl 
os promiſed, that in all places where his name is 8 
ed, I will come unto thee, and bleſs thee +:' And 
5 that he hath required that : we forſalce not the aſſem- 
bling of ourſelves together in his houſe without 
ſufficient reaſon. Do you ſee nothing amiable in 
the courts of the Lord? Do you ſet no value on 
the power . and. preſence of God? Do you feel no 
pleaſure in the communion of ſaints? Do you want 
no bleſſing from God? Yqu are ſenſible that the 
petitions of great numbers of people, uniting in 
the ſame requeſts; and the thankſgivings of many 
- celebrating the ſame mercies, are more likely to 
be regarded, than the prayer of a ſolitary indivi- 
dual; am notwithſtanding, dd you ravely appear in 
+ , God's ſanctuary? / Neglect then no lenger, to come 
Vuoith the multitude that keep holy- day to the houſe 
0 of the Lord; that you may join with them in the 
voice of joy and praiſe, and receive the blefling, e- 
ven eee from the God of ſalvation.— Are 
there any of you who- draw nigh to God with your 
mouths, whilſt your hearts are far from him? The 
complaint we have been conſidering may be brought 
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il ga againſt you, that was preferred againſt Iſrael, God 1 
0 is a Spirit; and ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip! him as ſerve t 
wo him in ſpirit and in truth. Te holds no impfoying 6 
id intercourſe with bodies: whoſe minds go out after t 


| 8 covetouſneſs. He wilt have ſpirit $0 converſe with h 
| ? . allimulated | 
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that preſented itſelf, of correfing foi ad Practices + 


their natural inconſtancy, and the prevalence of cor- 


| honourable, and a deligiu. the truth uf tis em. 
prophecies or 5 and lene In the 9 of 


they had the eee 


alſimulated ines hie referiblines employed with pr = 
dent affectien, in Going him Homage. The worſhip - | 
he demands und aecepts,” iv: * performed 
with the ſpirit and the underſtanding,” through the 
aſſiſtance of che Spirit of all grace. it is the heart of Fl 
the worſhipper' that God chiefly regards; if that he 
not right with him, all exterbal'hombge-48'only vain 
oblation, which | cannot aſeend before him with ac- - 
ceptance. - Be ſolic itous then, that you become the 
circumeiſion, Who worſhip God in the ſphir, h:⁰ 
rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in 
* the flefh.'=Athope that you WII pardon this digre rn. 
fion. If 1 have deviated from the plan of theſe ler- 

tures, it is becauſe I am affoctionately deſitous of your 

happineſs ; "and could not let ſlip che 0. 0 


involved in the charge before us. 18 85 5 
But thou haſt been weary of me, 0 Irad.. Through 


rupt paffions, They engaged with reluctante in the du. 

ties of divine worthip, which they accounted grievous - 

and burdenſome; they had become languid aid remiſs . 
in his ſervice, which they ought to have efteemed h- 


plaint ſome affecting inſtances. are recorded. in the 
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time of this 2 eee the e 5 
when they ſaid of God's ſervice, Behold hat a We.. 
rineſs is it, and ye have ſnuffed at it, faith the Lord „„ 

of hoſts f. As if u ac | 
and happineſs” 8 r 
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. poſitions; which induced them to per the grütiß. 

cations of ſenſe, to the ſublime pleaſures and re | 
 mable: advantages, enjoyed in the ſervicę of the = 
High; they manifeſted. criminal, contempt. of the 
favour and approbation of God; and ſhewed the ba. 
ſeſt ingratitude for his exuberant goodneſs, and pa- 
24 ternal care. Diligently beware of this .odious. tem. 
per, which extends its pernicious influence not only 
to nominal profeſſors of religion, whole artificial mo 
tions depend on the cauſe that produced them, and 
which ceaſe with its operation — but to the people of 
God, when they become languid, and negligent in the 
performance of duty; when their love to God w,. 
cold, and the impreſſion of the excellence and im- 
Portance of divine objects i 18 infeebled, in conſegyence 
Whereof they grow weary in well doing. Endeavour 
then to be active, vigilant, ya poets en 1 


Wirt, ſerving the Lord. 8 8 


23 Thou haſt 3 not ee me che anal At 

tile of thy burnt-offerings; neither haft thou 
honoured me with thy: ſacrifices... I have not 

cauſed thee to ſerve with an 9 — __ 
_ wearied thee with incenſe. 


In this and the verſe . e * 
. are ſpecified, wherein Hrael teſtified their 
wearineſs of God. Under the former diſpenſation, 
they were required, by divine ppointment, to offer 
. unto God two lambs of the rt year. without ble. 

| miſh, day by day, for a b burnt - offering; 
and on the Sabbath-day, two lambs with flour and 
oil, in addition to hors ily offering. In the begin- 
nag of e on the 14th day of the firſt | 
month, on the bf preſenting the firſt fruits and 
on the firſt day of the ſeventh, month, they were 
commanded to offer in ſacrifice, rams, lambs, and o- 
ther animals; that thereby they might do.hgnourto 
their great Lord, ſhew their obedience to his author 
. . their N to 8 for his — 
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their conſtant eprops on FO providewoey and | 
their faith in the great ſacrifice to be” offeredby 
Meſſiah in the fulneſ of time. This homagè G 
complains that they had ſnamefully hae pee to pay NL 
him. They grudged to bring even their ſmall Cy 
tle for the'{acred' purpoſes juſt now Wa hd ; 
when they brought-them; rather in compliance with : 
cuſtom than in obedience to the divine ö 
they did not intend to put honour on God, and to 
ſerve him in the manner he required. This crime was . 
a highly aggravated by the following cire 
24 I have not cauſed thee to ſerve" with an Sc. 
The facrifices' which God required ——— TS, 
Fiſcal, though they were numerous, and frequent + 
ly repeated, gt did not afford them juſt reaſons to 1 
complain of the ſervices them. Notwiths 
5 ſtanding thoſe who were ill tu ward the wor. 
ſhip. of God, plainly —— — ant 
they conlered his ſervice. as'troubleſome and grie:. 
— And ſtill, alas! there are within the precincts? 
of the church, people who — hole: mrad ev difco- 


| er tie ren 7rom 185 ee as Wd 
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= 24 Thou haſt Re, A me no . 5 


with money. neither haſt thou filled me ck LE oe 
; the fat of thy ſacrifices: but thou haſt made 

1 me to ſerve” with thy ſins, thou haſt weatied | 
me with thine iniquities- ir Feat kes WIN; 
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-The Moſt ki bod required the raclites to bring N 
ſpices alſo for the andinting bil, and ſweet incenſe. | - 
to burn upon dhe golden altar before the ark of tum 
teſtimony, as a ſymbolical repreſentation of the ac. 
een mann the "”o _—_ prieft N 2 
feſon. I | 
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5 they dick not purchaſe this article for thn purpoſes to 
5 d Gught by them % have been 

= ; Aube haſt thow filled: mie! with ge fit, Ge. Sorin 
9 ſenſible were they of chew: maniftld/odlggations'to 
= ; God; o fra] bon his ene ſoc relucdant to 


75 perform the tes of divine worthip; 
maoiſten his altar: in the aught!tw- have done, with 
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and his inſtitutions 9 7 
their corrupt diſpoſitions, and this laid him under 


— 
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. 
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— — God dic not aftord them, any 
ſon of wearying in his fervice; yet they wentied — 
dy their iniquities; Notwithſtanding the mαν mt 
vellous things which he did for. them, Pant. amr 
they finned ſtill che more. They s 


| "pe iſt — „When 

| he proſpered: them "heh forgay him; when he Chat- 

|  tized them they murmusgdf when hee Toaded. them 

with benefits they gave him cauſe to fay; I am 

5 & under you; beer ene e e ſheaves. 
An the ſeverab articles af 3 

forward God did not charge the Jewiſh peop! 

much wWieh en — rites raue 

in performing which they were felon deficient; 

* with their obſerving-them in x marmes'wheredy . 

fdered-the effence of religion es conſiſt in thele cr. 

nab ordinnres; whereas they” were only ben 
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Or old he proglaimed his name 
 ciful and gracious, long — and abundant in 


| Vim. 25. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. — 


the manner enjoined ; God declared, that they were 
deteſtable to him, and not available to any good pur- 
poſe. Such were the charges which God preferred 
by our Prophet, not againſt all the people of Ju- 
dah, for there were many upright ſervants of Cod 


among them; but againſt the greater part, who, e- 
ſpecially under the feign of Ahaz and Manaſſeb, 
were guilty of the fins above mentioned. 


25 I, bes-, am he that blotteth out os 


tranſgreſſions for mine own. fake, and will not 


remember thy n. e be 


In theſe words Jehovah Ab Aae that 
the moſt important benefits which he confers upon 


his people, proceed not from their merits; but ori- 


ginate ſolely from his infinite mercy and tender com+: - 


paſlion, Who is the author and finiſher of ſalvation. 


To give the greater force and energy to the expreſ- 
ſion, the words are repeated, in which the glorious 


| prerogative is here affirmed, excluſively of all others 
| to belong to the Lord: I, even I, am he who only 


blotteth out tranſgreſſions. Who can forgive ſins but 
God alone? He — that made the law which is vio- 
lated, can pardon the tranſgreſſion; he only to whom 
the debt is owing can cancel the obligation; he only 
againſt whom the offence had been committed can 
remit the puniſhment. To grant the pardon of fin, 


there muſt - be united in him who beſtows it, 


perfect knowledge of the nature, the aggravations, 

and the deſert of fin; power ſufficient to puniſh it as 

it deſerves, ſo that the exerciſe of this triumphant”. 

act of mercy,, requires both omnipotence and. omni- 

ſcience. Accordingly Jehovah hath appropriated to 

himſelf, the communication of this precious bleſſing.. 
„The Lord God mer- 


goodneſs and truth; keeping mercy for thouſands, 
' torgiving i iniquity, tranſgreſſion and fin, c. F It 
3D every 

-» Jun vii. 21. et ſeg. + Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
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5 every creature operates by divine appoint 
cording to its nature, he who eſtabliſhed: that-onder, 


"wy 


muſt delight in the exerciſe of that merey which is 
eſſential to his character. Indeed he hath declared 


in the moſt ſolemn manner, that he hath no pleaſure 


in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live x. And to 
the honourable diſplay of his tender merey, he train- 
ed up his church under the former c:conomy, in the 
expectation of that great atonement, which in the ful. 


neſs of time was to be made by Meſſiah: 3 who was 
to become the propitiation for the ſins of the world; 
that God might be juſt as well as merciful, in giving 


the moſt illuſtrious proofs of his pardoning ans 
I am he that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions, &c 
The expreſſion is figurative, and may allude to the 


ancient practice of writing on a table covered with 


wax, which bei 


98 ſmoothed, the writing was altered 


or cancelled at pleaſure - or to the method of diſchar- 


ging debts uſed by ſome people who blot them out, 
and draw lines through that part of the book wherein 
they were written—or to what is recorded, Numb. 
v. 23. where the prieſt under the law, was. required 


to engroſs certain curſes in a book, which were to 


be expunged by the bitter water there mentioned. 
To which ever of theſe practices the expreſſion re- 
fers, it ſignificantly repreſents the benefit here in- 
tended; whereby ſin is ſo completely taken away, in 

virtue of the perfect obedience and atonement of 1 
Chriſt, that it ſhall never more be laid to the charge 
of thoſe who are forgiven; all the curſes denounced 


__ againſt tranſgreſſion, being removed by the bitter 
ſufferings of the great Redeemer. This ineſtimable 


blefling, «the Lord God faith he confers for his own 


ate; that he may manifeſt the glory of his great 


name; that he may diſplay the amiable perfections 
of his nature; ; demonſtrate the equity as well as 
clemency of his government; put honour on the me- 
diation of his Son; and have his _ celebrated 

: | throughout 


. 
3 * Ezek, xxxiii. 11. 


open the way for | 
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throughout the church. That the nature and extent 
of this privilege might be well underſtood, it is far- 


ther deſcribed in the laſt clauſe of this verſe; } And 
will not remember thy fins, I will not ſo call them to 


mind as to puniſh ,them, and inflict the calamities 
they deſerve ; but having abſolved from guilt, and 
forgiven you all. treſpafles, I will act toward you as 


* fully acquitted from the charges formerly brought a- | 


gainſt you.—After the return of the Jews from cap- 


_ tivity at Babylon, God was pleaſed to give them com- 
_ fortable experience of the truth of this declaration, 


according to his premiſe by the prophet Jeremiah, I 


will cleanſe them from all their iniquity, whereby 


they have ſinned againſt me; and I will pardon all 
 theiriniquitiesF.'—Sull howeverthere was a remem- 


brance of tins by the ſacrifices that were offered, which '_ 


could not make the comers thereunto perfect; com- 
plete torgivenels,in the full ſenſe of the expreſſions we 


| have been conſidering, being one of the choice fruits 


of the redemption obtained. by Jeſus Chriſt. Con- 
templating with admiration and gratitude, the amia- 
ble character which che Lord God hath here af- 
ſumed, let us earneſtly pray, that he will be pleaf- 
ed to grant us this important bleſſing with all its hap- 
py conſequences. > OT tt 
26 Put me in remembrance : let us plead 
together: declare thou, that thou mayeſt be 


juſtifiedw. PB 


To convince the Jewiſh people of their public de- 
tection, and the utter inſufficiency of their claim to 
any favour on account of their own merits; God eul- 
led upon them, to produce any grounds whereupon - | 


they could ſupport their pretenſions. Such is the [5 
; clemency of the divine | procedure toward men, that a 


they enjoy fair opportunity of ſtating every thing 


that may tend to their exeulpation. Such is the con- a 
lummate equity of the divine adminiſtration, that 


0 Jer. XAxXiY. 8, ; . 


394+ LECTURESox ru Ona. XIII. 


God do th not execute righteous judgments, until 
wen are llowed to bring forwar the vindication of 
their character and conduct. The Jewiſh-people had 


alledged, that their crimes were greatly aggravated, 


and that t e merit of their performances was much 
depreciated and forgotten. That this matter might 

be impartially diſcuſſed, God condeſcends to ſubmit it 
do trial, that it might appear whether or not this was 
indeed the caſe.— Put me in remembrance, &c. when, 
and where, and y which of my ſervants any injuſ- 


tice hath been done to you, in the repreſentations 


given of your conduct. On the ſuppoſition that any 
one inſtance of this ſort may have eſcaped my me- 
mory, I call upon you to put me in mind of it.— 
Let us plead together, Let the controverſy be agita- 


ted with candour and integrity. Bring forward your 


defence of thoſe actions, with which you have been 


charged as criminal; ſpecify your good deeds, your 5 


beſt ſervices, that we may ſee whether 
crimes or merits are moſt conſiderable.— Declare then. 
Make a free. and full declaration of whatever you 
apprehend may ſerve your cauſe, and tend to your 
exculpation—T hat thou mayeſt be juſtified, abſol- 
ved from the charges that have been brought againſt 
you, and acquitted from the puniſhment which the 
crimes deſerved, you were ſaid to have committed. 


| 27 Thy firſt father : hath ſinned, | and | thy 


teachers have tranſgreſſed againſt mne. 


Another inſtance is here ſpecified, of the general 
revolt of the Jewiſh church from the ſervice of God; 
which extended not only to the common people, but 
to the principal perſons among them who were inveſt- 
ed with ſacred offices. Commentators have adopt - 
ed different opinions reſpecting the perſon denomina- 
ted the firſt father. Some have ſuppoſed that Adam 
the firſt parent of the human race is intended; ſome 
have alledged that Abraham the renowned proge- 
nitor of the Jewiſh nation is meant; whilſt others have 
e Re e maintained 
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maintained that Urijah- who was chief prieſt among 


395 


that people in the days of Ahaz king of Judah, was 


the perſon of whom our Prophet ſpeaks: What ig 


ſaid is true of each of them. Adam ũnned in eating 
the forbidden fruit; Abraham in calling in queſtion 
the truth of the promiſe given him by the Lord Gody 
* and Uriah in building an altar after the 

ſent him by Ahaz from Damaſcus; and in acting 
according to the orders he received gm that prince, 

contrary to the divine command. As I do not per- 
ceive the _— y of introducing either of the two 
former into this argument, which was intended to 
convince the Jews, that they were guilty of thoſe 

enormous crimes which brought upon them the ſe- 

vere judgments of God; I am inclined to think that 
the high prieſt is here meant. To his everlaſting. 
reproach it is recorded in the ſacred hiſtory, that he 

ated altogether inconſiſtently with his character and 

office f. Among the Hebrews, the prieſts were well 
known by the reſpectable name of fathers, as ſeems 

evident from Judg. xvii. 10. And the chief prieſt 

was the firſt father, the principal guardian of reli- 

gion; the firſt man in point of office and dignity in 

the church. Notwithſtanding in that high charac- | 

ter he greatly ſinned. 

And thy teachers have rranfgrefſed againſt ME. The 
Hebrew word fignifies alſo thy interpreters, w 
buſineſs is to explain the import — deſign of ſacred ' 
truths, precepts, and inſtitutions—or thy intercelios; 
whole employment is to offer ſacrifices unto 
and to plead with him in behalf of the people, for 
the mercies he hath promiſed to beſtow. Men in this: 
ſacred profeſſion had joined with the high prieft, in 
apoſtatizing from God, and corrupting the: ordinan- 
ces of his inſtitution. This appears plainly to have 
been the caſe, from 2 Chron. xxx. 3. Where it is 
written, that when Hezekiah ſent letters to all Iſrael 
and Judah, to come and keep the paſſover to the 
Lord God of Lrael, 8 777 could not obſerve it at —— 


Gen. xv. 8. + See 5 Kings. xvi. 10, * 


* 


time, vetauiſe the oriefts had not ſanctified Pl 

ſufficiently. —How deplorable the ſtate of the church, 
when not only the common people, but the chief 
office bearers take an active part in promoting the 
general defection from the ſervice of God, and grie- 
vouſly tranſgreſs againſt him with whom they ought 
earneſtly to intercede, not only for themſelves bat 
for thoſe in whoſe behalf they officiate. „ Sa n 


28 Therefore 1 have profaned che eee 
of the ſanctuary, and have given Jacob to the 
| curſe, and Iſrael to reproaches. eh 
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Sod havin g cw muck) Es: comard 
the apoſtate Iſraelitiſſi church, which perſiſted in i. 
dolatry and other crimes ; and the leading people a- 
mong them, who had proſtituted their dignity to 
the worft of -purpoſes—he ſolemnly declares that he 
would inflict upon them righteous judgments, and 
puniſh, in a ſpecial manner, thoſe who were employ- 
ed in miniſtering in his. ſanctuary. That the 
ment to be inflicted by divine vengeance, might 
| correſpond to the crime for which it was executed, 
ue threatened to profane thoſe who had pro- 
ned and poured contempt on his authority, his 
houſe, altar, and worſhip, and treated them in an 
irreverent manner; i. e. to deliver them to the will 
of their enemies, by whom they were to be reduced 
to the moſt humiliating diſtreſſes. He farther de- 
clared his fixed determination of giving Jacob to the 
8 Oc. involving in it the moſt terrible calami- 
„and among others, the greateſt reproach and 
— pt. This awful denunciation was according- 
ly executed under the reign of Manaſſeh, and the 
other kings of Judah who ſucceeded Joſiah *. From 
many of the diſcourſes of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, we 
learn, that in their days the temple and worſhip of 
God were ſhockingly profaned, and that corruption 
ee prevailed among the people +. On theſe 
accounts 


9 "Y 2 hogs, xxi. 4, et . 1 See Jer. xxxil. 32. 
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and reduced them to a level with the meaneſt of the 
A And afterwards he gave them into the hands of the. 


Vir; 28. 


— ws all his ways, 
delivered them into the hands of the Chaldeans;.who 
diveſted the prieſts of their functions, ſpoiled chem, | 


people, who were conſigned to captivity and ſlaughter 


Romans, by whom they were ſlain by the ſword, and 
periſhed under the moſt dreadful calamities. Would - 
you then efcape the awful judgments by which they 
were deſolated, avoid thoſe fins which brought upon 
them the curſe, the moſt terrible deſtruction, Which 
rendered them a reproach and a deriſion; and im- 
plore mercy from God to e our wy and e 
our 3 "44 | 
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7 ET.now 2 0 5 my + Saran and 
Iſrael, whom 1 dave choſen. BOSS 


In the firſt five verſes of this e which, as 
I ſuppoſe, contains the laſt ſection of this diſcourſe ; ; 
God graciouſly comforts his church with promiſes of 
the moſt excellent benefits, amidſt the awful judg- 
ments he had denounced againſt the hypocriticaliund 
profane. Indeed, throughout the whole of this pro- 
phetical oration, there alternately occurs the moſt ter- 
rible threatenings againſt the impenitent, and the 
moſt reyiving aſſurances to the choſen, called, and 
faithful. Having predicted the great calamities which 
were to be inflicted upon the wicked, who were to 
de delivered to the curſe, of which reproach and con- 


_ tempt are eſſential ingredients; the Lord, by the Pro- 


Phet, calls for attention from the children of Jacob, 
whom he named Iſrael. This demand, which was 
primarily made on the natural poſterity of that pa- 
triarch, extends to all pad true Ifrael of God; for 


them to hold this ſtation and office. 


that he may accompany his word with 


nn | s 


/ 


whatſoever thing; were written 3 were un 
ten for our learning, that we, through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope. Hearken 
then, men and brethren, with devout attention and 
diligent application of mind, ſo as to underſtand, be. 
lieve, and obey the word of God. Compliance with 
this call, is urged from the intimate conneCtion 
wherein you ſtand to the Moſt High: Like the pa. 
triarch and his poſterity, you are the ſervants of God | 
who are admitted to participate in the privileges of 
his family, to whom he: communicates the knowledge 
of his will, and whoſe chief employment'confiſts in 
receiving his direction, in executing his pleaſure, and 
ſubmitting to his appointments— And ſrael whom 
He hath choſen, of his good pleaſure, that you may be 
his peculiar treaſure. All who are Iſraelites indeed 
are diſtinguiſhed in ſcripture by this deſignation: 
= they are the choſen, and the elect of God, whom 
=_m_ RR hath appropriated to himſelf, as his peculiar people, 
N and from, whom he expects prompt obedience to 
whatſoever he requires. To whom ſhould ſervants 
liſten but to their Maſter, who hath: appointed 


'Y 1 5 Thus ſaith 50 LORD that matte: thee, . 

and formed thee from the womb, which will 
help thee ; - Fear not, O Jacob, my ſervant; 
and thou, jeſurun, whom ] have choſen. 


To excite the cloſeſt attention to what. follows, 
the ſubject is introduced with great folemnity ; ; and 


. 
[ 


Hearken 


then to the word of the Lord, which he addreſſes to 
you. Hear what God the Lord: will ſpeak; look to him, 
power and ef- 
ficacy ; and conſider it as particularly deſigned for 
your inſtruction. Guard againſt every thing that 
might diſtract your attention, or that might- efface 
any good impreſſions thereby made upon your mind, 
and hinder you from n forth fruit unto 
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ink with patience , 


R they are viſtt- 
9 2 
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from a Hebrew word that ſignifies uprigbt. This 
deſignation might be given to them, becauſe they 
were inſtructed to entertain right ſentiments con- 
cerning the exiſtence, the perfections, and ovidence 
of God; becauſe they proteſſed the true religion, and 
among them were many upright worſhippers of the 
a living God. Perſons of this character .ought not to 
indulge in diſtreſling fears, but conſtantly to truſt in 
their ſure and all- ſufficient Help, mb to ROE, to 
5 faithful word, which Ih, F 


8. For I will pour water upon 3 8 4k; 1s 

| ably, and floods upon the dry ground: 1 
will pour my Spirit upon thy ſod, 5 Wu 
bleſſing upon thine offspring: 


; * 


As a ſure grou nd of conſolation to Jo "L8G of 4 
| God, explicit aſſurance is given them of the abun- 


.  dant communication of ſpiritual bleſſings, promiſed 

in an agreeable variety of expreſſion, in Which dur 
Prophet becomes his own interpreter. The benefits : 

to be beſtowed, are ſignificantly repreſented by the WI f 

_ uſeful element of water—The rich abundance wi WF 5 
which they are to be conveyed, is intimated” in the 1 
compariſon, as floods; and, leſt their nature might 

be miſtaken, they are denominated God's s Spirit and * 

bleſſing.— The rene wing, ſanctifying, and comforting i 

influences of the Spirit of God, are often ſpoken of 10 

in ſeripture under the name of water *, Which ßen ho 

> received into the ſtomach and bowels; 1s hoſt refreſh- * 

ing, and ſometimes medicinal; wherrapplied to the 0 

hands and other parts of the body, it ſerves to cleanſe & 

and purify. But the alluſion. here, is to the water ch 

that comes down in rain from above, and falls upon 55 

| the earth. This precious benefit is the gift of God, the 

| who conveys it from the large repoſitories. of the 8 en. 

clouds, and diſpenſes it in larger or lefler-meaſures, the 
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« nities of the Gentiles that can cauſe rain, or can 
the heavens give ſhowers? Art not thou he, O Lord 


« our God, therefore we will wait upon thee * ??. The 
water which falls from heaven, möiſtens, ſoftens, i 
beautifies, and fertilizes the earth into which it Graz . 
{1 * 


On theſe and fimilar- accounts, it affords: a 
ficant emblem of the gifts and graces of the 


Spirit, which come down from the Father of W : 
being the enriching donation he beſtows upon Bis 
church, and which he diſpenſes in every place, and 


to every one ſeverally as he will.” Like, Tory that 
falls gently in rain upon the 8 the > wp bo 
God meliorates, ſoftens,” adorns, an 


hearts of men to which he is „ 1 


quickens, he ſanctifies, he ſtrengthens, and com- 


forts ; he renders fruitful in every good work, and 
5 cauſes to increaſe in the knowledge of God. He ad- 
miniſters all that is requiſite to the growth of the 


ſpiritual life, to progreſs in the ways of God; and 


produces thoſe happy effects in the minds and lives 
of men, whereby they adorn their profeſſion, and 

| 'from whence they may ſafely infer, that they are 
beloved of God. Such is the nature and effects of 


the ineſtimable bleſſing which Jehovah promiſes. 


To pour in flood, in vaſt plenty on thoſe who | 


are here deſcribed. - The Hebrew word ſignifies 
to pour any liquid, ſo that it ſhall adhere and 
oke into the ſubſtance on which it falls; that if 


hard, it may mollify it; if hot, it may cool; if defi- 


led, it may take off every impurity. What a noble 
diſplay of the divine goodnels and liberality is here 
exhibited by Jehovah, who promiſes to im part to his 
church, the gifts and graces of his Spirit, in uch 


rich abundance, as the clouds pour down rain upon . 11 1 ; 


the' earth, whe viſited,; and watered, and greatly - 


enriched with the. river of God; when the ridges + | tt, 
thereof are watered; and the fare themes Tettled ! ./ YN 
Y What: wonderful eee effect doth 95 . 


» «duce _ 


e K piophet 3 W aw | . 


0 ' 


— 


. in that plentiful meaſure which they earneſtly defi- 


men, and by forming them to a neã 4 
in ee whereof they become the workman. 
ſhip. of God, created in Chriſt Por lytic 
He intereſts in the all-ſufficient Saviour; who reſcues 
the curſe and everlaſting· ontempt, and reſtores 
to forfeited favour and felicity; he imparts the moſt 
| amiable graces with all ws Soi conſolation, and 
prepares for the enjoyment of God. He onuſes them 
that love him to inherit ſubſtance, and fills all their 
treaſures: The powerful argument therefore by 
which Jeſus Chriſt urges to faith, and importunity in 
Prayer, is thus ſtated an Matthew, If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts uno 
Four children; how much more ſhall vor Father 
«who i San heaven give good things to them thataſk 
him & y Is thus expreſſed by the Evangeliſt Luke, 
How much more ſhall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that aſk him+.'' This in the 
bleſſing mentioned in the laſt clauſe. of the verſe; 
the bleſſing of bleſſings, their ſum and ſubſtance, 
which imparts true happineſs to all who: 
accept of it; and which God promiſes to pou, 
and to give as floods, and e to open . | 
dows of heaven, and to pour qut a bleſſing, there 
ſhall not be room enough to contain it f. Oonfider 
next the deſcription of thoſe to whom this: Fan ; 
- ſhall be wexitind. 
The rhirfty and the — tn. If theſe . 
preſſions are. inteflded to ſignify different chaſſes af 
people, the former may denote;.in a figurative fenie,. 
the Jews who had not yet received the Holy Spirit, 


red, and, unſatisfied with preſent enjoyments, mers 
ardently longing for farther communications of of dl. 

vine grace, and the ſalvation of the Lord. The lat- 
ter may fignify the Gentiles, who had not been. fa- 
- youred with divine ordinances and divine influences, | 
whoſe condition bath - been —__ in . 11 


| | ® Match, . . + Chop aka. t Mal. ü. LOW 7 ; 


1 
2 
* 


nerations; and to all that are at a diſtance from £ 


Sa * „ r 4 


diction being 


$21 be eie ts given tec thr wot WAG 
ſcription is applicable, who are ſolieitous to enjoy: is 
bleflings it contains. This 
La to 
his natural poſterity under the former difpentation'; 
and to his fpiritual children in every age er 
New Teſtament. In the panda eye nr" oi 
to the men of Hrael, * the promiſe is unto; you; and 
to your children, and to ah. that are afar off, even - 
as many as the Lord our God ſhall call 5. The 
promiſe both of the Meſſiah and his ſalvation, and of 
the Spirit, with: his benign influences, was given riot | 
only to them, Well e e , non, ”, 


u were the Gentiles, even to as many as the L 
our God ſhall call, according to his purpoſe eee 
To pepple of this deter whether Jews or Gen 
tiles, fathers or children, the ball be. ver. 
ſied.Inſtructed in the nature of this neportarit ble. 


fing, and ſenſible of its excellence aid neceſſity, Et | 


: 


m earneftly plead. with God, that he wart arch. 


pliſh to us this promife, and enable us faithfully to 
improve the benefits he beſtows for the purpoſes far 
which they are conferred. To fo ROE - 
Chrift ſaid to the woman of Samaria, who was 
firſt fruits of the Gentile converts, Ir ben Lawyeſt 
' the gift of God, and who it is that ſaith unto thee, ' 
* Give me to drink, thou wouldft „ 


* and he would D 2/ngts ao Lyon water ; 


4 And they ſhall fprivg: —_— 


The. — ove of the heavenly bene 


n the church, are beautiful- 
ly — be Kudive Grailtudes. « Fhoſe 
tawhon the 8 I Hire ie Uy given, ag 

: A f. 39. Job ir x6. ; 


v\ 


graſs, as willows by the water conrfes. _ - 5 5 F | 


b affurance;is . 


„ 
* 


5 ſemble i rapid damit growth the ever verdas 


graſs i in rich well watered foil, where vegetation i is 1 


ſtrongeſt and moſt abundant. Enriched by the in- 


| fluences of divine grace, they "ſhall flouriſh in all =} 


the vigour and beauty of the ſpiritual life, and re- 


| markably increaſe in holineſs, in grace, and endea 


vours to advance the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt.— The 
quick progreſs of the church, watered with abun- 
dant communications of the Holy Spirit, ſhall be 

Uke that of willows planted beſide brooks of water. 
; They ſhall inereaſe with the | increaſe of God, i. e. 


with an exceeding great increaſe in knowledge;/in 


grace, in duty, and ſtability; they ſhall grow up in 
all things to Chriſt the head, and ſpeedily advance 
to the meaſure of the ſtature of perfect men in Chriſt 


7 E. Theſe elegant figures, derived from well 


| known familiar objects, frequently occur in ſcripture; 
and like lights ferve to adorn and illuſtrate our 

Prophet's predictions, whilſt they exhibit with pecu- 

liar beauty the happy progreſs in the divine life, 


which reſults from God's: "Spirit and bleffing. | In 


| conſequence of receiving this celeſtial ben 
the people of God become more flouriſhing, and grow 
better every day; they go from ſtrength to ſtrength; 
and, amidſt many failings and various viciſſitudes, the 
farther they make progreſs, the greater their happi- 


[- neſs and comfort. They become gradually more e- 


ſtabliſhed in the belief of the truth, more conformed 
to the will of God, more conftant in the practiee of 


= every good work; more ſolicitous to glorify God, and 


more actively uſeful by the faithful diſcharge'of the 
duties of their reſpective ſtations.— Vou who have 
| received the promiſe of the Spirit of God, ought to 


1 5 grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jeſus Chit; ; 
and to'take heed that this knowledge be not barren, 


but fruitful in holineſs and righteouſneſs, to the praiſe 
and glory of God. The accompliſhment of God's 
promiſes ought always to be attended with the dil 


gent performance of duty, in order to diſplay their 


iufluence and happy effects. Endeavour, then, 2 


$ 2 


BR, 
25 A 


* 


Ven. 5 


God, lo ye would abound more and more, {ren 


5.5 7 9 a 105 


5 One ſhall tay; I an the LORD's ; and an- 


other ſhall call bine by the name of Jacob; 8 
and another ffiall ſubſcribe: 07h his hand un- 


to the LORD, ind Wr Bim if os 
pame of 1ſrael. | 778 * 


The large: acceſſions e which webs to is 1 to 35 


church of God, in conſequence of the promiſe of the 


Spirit being falfilled, are here foretold in an agreea- 


ble variety of expreſſion.—The perſons by. whom yo 
prediftion was to be accompliſhed are pointed at 


the words one, and another, which ſeem intended to | 
intimate, that there were to be many individuals of 
every nation, city,” community, and condition, by 


whom this prophecy ſhould be verified ; each of 


whom was to 


the expreſſion i in which the world and all that it con- 


tains belongeth unto him: But I ſolemnly acknow- 


ledge that I am thy property in a more peculiar mans 


ner, that thou haſt an-unalienable right to diſpole f 
me and all that I poſſeſs, and that it is my deternii- 

ned purpoſe to manifeſt that I am truly thy ſervuit. 
As thy creature I conſtantly depend XY, thee for e- 
very bleſſing; as thy redeemed renewed creature, 11 . 


would henceforth live under a grateful ſenſe of t 


infinite obligations thou haſt brought me to feel, for 
the riches of thy mercy and grace. All my powers 
and faculties, all my talents-and poſſeſſions, all m q 
ſervices and influence, I conſecrate to thy honour 
and tet * my: ers S's and e 


- ; 5 


| 
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5 the purity arid Gala be your lives. - by amiable a 
ſimplicity, humble condeſcenſion, prudent exertion, , 
and patient ſubmiſſion, to ſhew forth the praiſes *of 
him who hath calle” out of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light? We beſeech y ou then, brethren, 
and exhort ure «he Lord Jeſus, that as ye have 
received of us how you ought to walk and to | 


opt the language before us, ſaying, 
I am the Lord's, not only in the extenſive ſenſe of 


dg into thy bleſſed 3 ta be age f by 
thee as ſcemeth good in thy ſigbt. With wnfeigned 
| pot deyate myſelf to thy ſervice, in the joyful 
BE: that thou, wilt inſtruct me by thy holy word 
3 Ne ſo as to make me wile untö ſalya. 
din; that in thee 1 hall Narren and- 
Bftrength;; that thou wilt govern-my inclinations and 
actions by rene, law of liberty; and grant me 
ce to perform the duties incumbent upon me, . 
I. relations wherein I ſtand connected with thee, and 
muy brethren · af mankind. Whilſt 1 ſay that J A 
e ee 
5 Kadett portion And that L 0 be thine in the 
day thou makeſt up th Jewels, This, language l 
\._  -adopt with the greateſt lint ith deep humi 
t, in the plgaſing \bop cha roy oeing ſl be ae 
13 e unto God through Jeſus Chriſt, being ſane· 
- ,, _ tied by: the Holy Ghoſt. —Suck. ſeems torbe. th 
. import of thi acknowledgment, Jam the , F 
Aud another, ſpall abjcribs — 55 this band unto the 
Lord. Some erities hays obſerved. that the Hebrew 
words which. are. thus tranſlated i m Our Engliſh Bible, 
might be rendered, Hall write won bis band, Ian 
tbe Lord s. W ole the expreſſion refers to the 
pon the hand, or ſome other 
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practice of marking his 
part of the bod "the fate — the perſon, and to whom th 
3 aii 


| ar Somos, ſoldier was marked with the name 
of his commander, the ſlape with the name „ 
maſtor, the idolater with the name of his god. be 
the words admit of this interpretation, and mana. 
| hide to this cuſtom, Which gives & juſt and 4 
meaning to che prediction, maſmuch as. eve | 
_ who is truly devoted to the Lord hath an jj ible 5 
. * character. impreſſed upon him by the ſeal of the ul. 


ving God, Yet 1 adhere 49 the tranſſation bebe han 

me. Another ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand unte ine WM the 

lord; that in this ſolemn manner hie may f n his Ever 

Bw mind, a gi Cm ſenſe of the 10 0 5 be W fion, 
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jet and faithful ſervant. Who can heſitate to ap- 
prove of this practice, which in other matters of much 
leſs moment 1s often adopted. When a ſervant gives 
up himſelf to be inſtructed by any maſter, or if one 
conveys right to another perſon of a piece of ground, 
the tranſaction is committed to writing, and ſubſcri- 
bed by the parties concerned. Why ought not, then, 
this more important buſineſs to be negotiated or ratified 
in the ſame way? The Lord God hath written to us, 
the great things of his law; and among theſe he hath . 
recorded that he will be the God of his people: Is it 
not, then, highly proper that his people, on whom he 
pours his Spirit and blefſing, who by writing confirm 
their other deeds, ſubſcribe, as here foretold, this im- 2 
ortant declaration, I am the Lord's. -1 
And another ſhall call himſelf by the name of Fatob, | 
and ſurname himſelf, &c. The practice of calling 
; one by the name of another plainly intimates, that 
ltere is ſome real connection or apparent reſem- 
blance betwixt them in temper, condition, and con- 5 
: duct. The peculiar people of God in all ages have #2 
7 deen diſtinguiſhed by the name of the patriarch Ja. 
> cob, who was called Iſrael. The church of God un- 
der the Old Teftament were conſtituted chietly of 
bis natural poſterity, and under the New Teſtament 
| they are his ſpiritual children, who like him profeſs 
faith in the true God, are employed in his ſervice, 
and place their chief happineſs in the bleſſings con- 
- tamed in his promiſes. In the Lord they are juſti- 
fed and glory; they ſtudy to reſemble the renowned 
father in reverence for God, in patience, content- 
ment, and the virtues which adorned his life. Per- 
ſons of this deſcription, in whatever nation or coun- 
try, are the children of Iſrael, the work of God's 
hands, who ſanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and fear 
the God of Iſrael, and call themſelves by his name. 
Every one who practically makes this good confeſ- 
fon, profeſſedly joins himſelf to the people of God; 
kat as far as circumſtances permit he may be the 
Von. II. 3 ;· 7 one” 
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companion of them that fear the Lord, that he may 
participate in their privileges, imitate their example, 
and inherit their portion, In this manner people 
take upon them the fellowſhip of the ſaints, as the 
apoſtle Paul ſpeaks, giving themſelves firſt to the 
Lord, and unto us by the will of God. According 
to this prediction, they ſay they are the Lord's, they 
aſſume the name of Iſraelites, and walk with them by 
the {ame rule, minding the ſame things. As with the 
heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, ſo with the 
mouth confeſſion is made unto ſalvation.— A remark. 
able inſtance of the accompliſhment of this prophecy 
occurs in the book of Nehemiah. There we read 
that the children of Iſrael entered into covenant with 
od, which, through the care of Ezra the ſcribe, 
with the prieſts and Levites, was ſolemnly ratified. 
It was written and ſealed by the princes and others 
and they entered into an oath to walk in God's law, 
to obſerve and do all his commandments &. And 
after the Holy Spirit was poured upon the apoſtles 
and the firſt Chriſtian church, this prediction was e- 
minently fulfilled by the multitudes of believers that 
were added unto the Lord . In following ages large 
acceſſions of converts have, as here foretold, acknow- 
ledged that they belong unto the Lord, have num- 
bered themſelves with his diſciples, and been recei- 
ved into their fellowſnip.— I beſeech you, brethren, 
buy the mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies 
we - f a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reaſonable ſervice |.” I intreat you, by the 
kindneſſes of divine providence, that you have re- 
_ ceived, by the ſpiritual advantages and bleſſings you 
enjoy through the goſpel, by the benefits and fa- 
vours you are encouraged to expect; I requeſt you, 
by all the mercies of time and eternity, to conſecrate 
yourſelves and ſervices to the Lord. As the Author 
cot your being, he hath unqueſtionable right to 8 
| Re 7 | an 


See Nehemiah gth and zoth chapters, 4 Ads v. 14. 
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and all that you poſſeſs; and as your Redeemier, who 
ranſomed you by the blood of his own Son, he hath 


' acquired an additional indefeaſible right to both 


your fouls and bodies. Neglect not, then, this rea- 
ſonable ſervice which your Creator, Preſerver, and 


| Redeemer . moſt juſtly demands, whoſe right to you 
and all that you have, can never be alienated or ſu- 


perſeded. | 2 


PRELI- 


PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


TYHE third difcourſe contained in the fourth book 

of theſe prophecies, which begins, as I ſuppoſe, 
at the 6th verſe of this chapter, and extends to the 
48th chapter, may be diſtributed into four parts— The 
firſt compriſed in this chapter relates to the deliver- 
ance of the church, accompliſhed by means of Cyrus 
king of Perſia—The ſecond deſcribes the happy con- 
ſequences which were to reſult from that event, by 
the vocation of the Gentiles, chap. xlv.—The third 
_ predicts the overthrow of the Babylonian empire, and 
demonſtrates the abſurdity of 1dolatrous practices, to 
which that people were ſhamefully addicted, chap. 
xIvi.—The fourth repreſents. farther the fall of that 
great and powerful kingdom, with the cauſes that 
contributed to bring on its deſtruction, chap. xlvii.— 
The portion oi the diſcourſe on which we now enter, 
intended'to convince the Jews of-the vanity and ab- 
ſurdity of idolatry, and to lead them to repentance, 
commences by eſtabliſhing the divinity of the God of 
Hrael, from the illuſtrious operations of divine provi- 
dence which he had clearly foretold, and that exactly 
correſponded to the predictions, ver. 6—8.—lt then 
exhibits at great length, and with-much energy, the 
_ folly and baſeneſs of idolatry, v. 9-20.— After which 
the people who had been enſnared by ſuperſtition and 
idolatrous worſhip, are invited to repentance, to which 
they are encouraged by the moſt gracious aſſurances, 
v. 21, 22.—Toward the concluſion of the chapter, 
Cyrus, the anointed of Jehovah, is introduced as the 
deliverer of God's people, who was to avenge his in- 
jured glory, and to confound the wiſe men of Baby- 
lon, who ſet themſelves in oppoſition to the ſervants 
ol the true God, v. 23—28. „ | 


' CHAP. 


GS ES. os toe SR Bad Lak 


they were; who aſſigns 
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CHAP. XIV. 


6 TPHUS faith the LORD, the king of Iſrael, 
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hoſts; 


I an the firſt, and J am the laſt ; and beſide 


" kg T. 


me there is no God. 


The ſubject is introduced by a magnificent exor- 
dium, in which Jehovah aſſumes thoſe auguſt titles 
he claimed in the preceding diſcourſe, and aflerts his 
infinite majeſty and glory. Having already had oc- 
caſion to open the import of theſe ſublime characters, 
[ ſhall not at preſent occupy your time, by endeavour- 
ing farther to explain their meaning. It may ſuf- 
fice to obſerve, that the frequent repetition of theſe 
illuſtrious deſignations, gives dignity and ſolemnity to 
what is delivered; whilſt it plainly intimates their 
high importance, that they ought to be the pleaſing 
ſubject of frequent attentive contemplation ; and that 
if rightly confidered, they ſhould awaken the cloſeſt 
attention to the word of the Lord of hoſts. 


79 And who, a I, ſhall call, and ſhall de- 


clare it, and ſet it in order for me, fince I ap- 


pointed the ancient people? and the things 


that are coming, and ſhall come, let them 
new unto them. „ ORD 


The Lord the king of Iſrael claims to himſelf 
the knowledge of future events, as his peculiar pre- 
rogative, which he denies the idols of the nations de 
in any meaſure poſſeſs. The expreſſions are trul 
lignificant and moſt emphatical—ho as I ſhall call, 
& c. who calleth the gy that are not as though 

0 Corus king of Perſia, long 
before I call him into exiſtence, the arduous work he 
to perform; who by the omnipotent act of my 
will, and the irrefiſtible authority of my . 


eflects; and aſſume the entire direction of the bu- 
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hath appointed to him this important 2 which 
he ſhall punctually execute. Who of the ſtrange 
gods that you fooliſhly honour, can give any — 
like this of the efficacy of their volitions, and the ex. 
tent of their power? —And ſhall declare it, clearly un. 
folding the circumſtances relative to ſome improbable 
great event, at the diſtance of ages; exactly delineat- 
ing the agents to be employed; their operations and 


ſineſs, ſo as conſummate wiſdom and faithfulneſs may 
be conſpicuouſly diſplayed in its execution — And jet 
it in order for me. The Hebrew word, which is uſed 
in military affairs to expreſs the diſpoſition of an ar- 
my drawn up for battle, is here employed to fignify 
the arrangement of thoſe decrees, according to which 
all things are invariably conducted. Who ſhall place 
in exact order, the minuteſt circumſtances reſpecting 
the ſuppoſed incident, ſo that they ſhall all be ful- 
filled by the event, and the event thall perfectly cor- 
reſpond with the prediction Since I appointed the 
ancient people, the poſterity of Abraham, Iſage and 
Jacob, in my purpoſes, in my predictions, and by my 
providence, to be my peculiar people, and to poſſeſs 
the land of Canaan, promiſed to their fathers. Du- 
ring this long period of time, none of the idols of the 
nations ever gave a particular deſcription of any 
diſtant future event, ſimilar to thoſe foretold by 
my ſervants, nor can they now produce any ſuch e- 
vidence of their divinity—4nd the things that are 
coming, &c. being nigh at hand, to take place in a 
few years or months; or the things that ſhall happen 
after a long ſeries ot time hath elapſed, being more 
remote and at a greater diſtance. Let them ſhew 
them to thoſe who deſire to be ſatisfied as to their 
foreknowledge. If they cannot in this manner de- 
monſtrate the juſtice of their claim, to the homage 
and ſervices of their votaries, they are not gods; and 
beſide the Lord of hoſts there! is no gad. 


8 Fear ye not, neither be afraid: "Habs: not 
1 to'3 
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I told thee from that time, and have declared 
it ye are even my witneſſes. Is there a God 
beſide me? yea, there is no God: I know not 
Since there is no other God beſides Jehovah, the 


Cod of Lirael, his people ought not to be ſurpriſed or 


intimidated at the appearance of events which have 
been foretold by the prophets, and that ſhall termi- 
nate in their benefit. Thoſe who enjoy the ſpecial 
protection of the Almighty, ſhould not be alarmed 
or diſmayed at thoſe diſpenſations of providence that 
wear the moſt frowning aſpect, and which ſeem to 
be the moſt adverſe and terrifying. * The upright, 
faith the king of Iſrael, * ſhall not be afraid of evil 
' tidings; his heart is fixed, truiting in the Lord; his 
© heart is eſtabliſhed; he ſhall not be afraid &.“ The 
tidings of calamity and diſtreſs ought not to ſhake his 
confidence in God, or afflict him with timidity. To 
this tranquil heroic ſtate of mind, the ſervants of God 


are here exhorted Have not I told thee from that time, 


&c. This expreſſion might have a peculiar reference 
to the early period wherein God had employed his 
prophets to predict the deliverance of the Jewiſh peo— 
ple from captivity at Babylon. From that time Je- 
hovah declared, that Cyrus, with his army of Medes 
and Perſians, were the inſtruments that ſhould over- 
throw the city and empire of Babylon ITęꝰ are even 
my witneſſes, who are well acquainted with the truth 
of this declaration; and to you I appeal to confirm 
and eſtablith the fact. Have not you heard my ſer- 
vants often publicly aſſert, and have not you their 
prophecies in your hands, which give teſtimony to 
the truth of what I affirm; ſo that beſides yourſelves : 
I call no other evidences. _ on 3g HY Fg 
Is there a God beſide me? &c. The proper reply 
to this queſtion is given in the words that immediately 
follow, Tea there is no God, &c. This important truth 
5 frequently afierted in the moſt explicit manner 
V 
Pal. cxu. 7, 8. | 


be aſnamed. | 


— 
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| throughout the holy ſcriptures, and particularly in 


the prophecies now before us. It is naturally im- 
plied in God's being the firſt cauſe of all things; for 
were there other deities beſides him, they muſt be 
the production of his creating power; they muſt have 
been formed for his glory, conſequently they poſleſ; 


only a derived exiſtence, and therefore they cannot 


be the proper objects of adoration, worſhip, and.ſu, 
preme affection. Beſides infinite perfection being the 
prerogative of Jehovah, it cannot belong to more 
than one God; and to him alone it muſt, be limited, 
ſo as not to be aſcribed to any other..—The word 
here rendered God, ſignifies alſo a rock, and is thus 
tranſlated on the margin of ſome bibles. This deſig- 
nation is given with great propriety to Jehovah the 
God of Iſrael; who poſſeſſes eternal, unchangeable 
exiſtence, who is the immoveable foundation of the 
faith and hope of his people; and from him proceeds 


all the prote ion, the ſafety, and the ſalvation they 


enjoy, or have in proſpect. It is he who ſupports them 


under afflictions; who enables them to repel temp 
_ tations ; who protects them from enemies, and ren- 


ders them ſuperior to every adverſe power. Since 
we know that there is no god beſide the living and 
true God, let us take heed that we ſet not up any 


idol in our hearts, to rival him in our affection, or to 


withdraw from him our obedience and ſubmiſſion. 


Beware of covetouſneſs, which 1s ſtiled idolatry ; bex 


ware of making proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the 


luſts thereof —of confiding in an arm of fleſh—of 
calling in queſtion his glorious ſovereignty and do- 


minion—or of expecting from the creature that which 
is only to be found in the Creator, 


9 7 They that make a graven image are 
all of them vanity; and their delectable things 
ſhall not profit: and they are their own wit- 
neſſes; they ſee not, nor know, that they may 


_ 


* 
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Our Prophet, ſpeaking in the name of God, pro- 
ceeds to expoſe the vanity and abſurdity of idolatry, 
and to exhibit in ſtrong colours, the egregious folly 
conſpicuous in every thing relative to this ſhameful 


practice. In treating this ſubject, he ſeems to have 
had peculiar reference to the graven images and idols 


that were worthipped in the kingdom of Babylon, 


which is thus graphically deſcribed by the prophet 


Jeremiah, * It is the land of graven images, and they 
are mad upon their idols *. On this topic Iſaiah 
dilates at much length; he diſplays great energy of 
expreſſion, elegance of compoſition, and force of ar- 
gument; treating idolatry with juſt ſeverity; ſetting 


it forth in every view as highly unreaſonable and pre- 
poſterous in the extreme. This part of his diſcourſe 
requires little illuſtration.— They that make a graven 


image, &c. The words may refer not only to thoſe 
who formed 1dols, but to the images themſelves, and 
thoſe who paid them homage. All of them are ſaid 
not merely to be vain, or to have much vanity in 
them; but without exception they are all of them 
pronounced vanity itſelf. What deſcription could 
have been giyen more ſignificant, and at the ſame 


time more contemptuous.— And their delectable things 


ſhall not profit. The idols which were made of gold 
and other precious metals; the images -curiouſly 


tramed of wood, overlaid in the fineſt manner with 
gold, which were-moſt valued by their votaries, and 


wherein they greatly delighted, were not to yield 
them any ſubſtantial advantage ; on the contrary, 
they were to be attended with diſappointment and 


ſorrow. The Jews therefore who turned from the li- 
ving God to the ſervice of idols, are ſaid to change 
their glory for that which doth not profit: arfd the 


Centiles turning from dead idols to ſerve the true 
Cod, thus acknowledge their ſin and folly; Our 


fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and things where- 
n is no profit t. And they are their own witneſſes. 


This expreſſion may refer to the idols themſelves, to 


* Chap. I. 38. 85 | + Jer. xvi. 19. 


— 


God faith to the people, Ye are my witneſſes. The 


A ſhort but ſharp reproof, is adminiſtered to 


The eternal Jehovah who gave exiſtence to the whole 
_ ereation, is worſhipped by his intelligent offspring 


atteſt, that they neither ſaw nor knew any thing; 


not derive any real benefit. 
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thoſe who formed, and to thoſe who worſhipped them 
and ſcems to allude ta the preceding verſe, where 


22 of the true God were his witneſſes, who had 
ſeen and been acquainted with whatever was proper 
and uſeful for them to know. Whereas the wor. 
ſhippers and makers of idols, were witneſſes who could 


whilſt they gave evidence that they themſelves were 
devoid of underſtanding That they may be aſhamed © 
of their extreme folly and abſurd conduct, in making 
and ſerving graven images, from which they could 


10 Who hath formed a god, or molten a 
graven image that is profitable for nothing? 


thoſe who were addicted to the criminal practices a- 
bove defcribed. Who is ſo fanatical or ſottiſh, as uw 


firſt to make, and then do homage to what cannot tl 
poſſibly yield him any real advantage. Man cannot m7 
do more than form an image reſembling a creature, cc 
of which he hath ſome idea; but is incapable of ex- if 


hibiting any juſt repreſentation of the inviſible God, 
whom no perſon hath ſeen or can ſee. And after 
the image is framed, it is good for nothing; it can 
neither do good nor evil; whilſt it expoſes the maker 
to the awful diſpleaſure of him who will not give 
his glory to another, nor his praiſe to graven images. 


on account of his tranſcendent majeſty and ſupreme 
excellence; on account of the ſubſtantial bleſſings 
they have received or hope to enjoy. But what a 
contradiction in terms, to allert that to be a god which 
was made by the hands of men, and how unrealon- 
able to ſuppole that any real benefit can be attained 
by this odious praftice.—Alas ! however, that there 
ate many who make themſelves idols, though averſe 

5 | 5 f * do 


jere 


together. 
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to acknowledge the crime. They are ready to 
ay as jacob to Laban reſpecting his idols, With 
whomſoe ver they are found, let him not live; where. 
as they lie concealed in almoſt every man's heart. 


| Beware then of this tin, againſt which you are often 
_ cautioned in ſcripture. ee r 


11 Behold, all his fellows fhall be aſhamed: 
and the workmen, they are of men: let them 
all be gathered together, let them ſtand up; 
yet they ſhall fear, and they ſhall be aſhamed 


„ 


Attention is demanded to the diſgraceful conſe- 
quences, which follow the abſurd practice of form- 
ing and ſerving idols. All eoncerned with the prin- 
cipal agent in this deteſtable buſineſs, who have con 


8 
„„ „„ 
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wickedneſs ſhall be laid open to public view, and 
they ſhall inherit the juſt reward due to thoſe, who 
have changed the glory of God into an image made 
like to corruptible man. 


12 The ſmith with the tongs both TY 


in the coals, and faſhioneth it with hammers, 

and worketh it with the ſtrength of his arms: 
yea, he :s hungry, and his ſtrength faileth - 
he driaketh no water, and is faint, i: + 


Our Prophet, poſſeſſed of a lively i imagination, pro- 
ceeds under the direction of the Holy Spirit, to de- 
ſcribe the whole proceſs employed in the fabrication 
of images. They were commonly made of wood or 


brats, and overlaid with filver and gold; as is abun- 


dantly evident from many paſlages of ſcripture, and 


particularly from the elegant deſcription. given of 


them by the prophet Jerenuab, One cutteth (faith 
© he) a tree out of the foreſt with the ax, they deck it 
with ſilver and with gold; they faſten it with nails 


and with hammers, that it move not; they are up- 
right as the palm tree, but ſpeak not; they muſt need 


* be borne, becauſe they cannot go. *. The ſmith is 
firſt introduced very buſy in preparing various ſorts 
of inſtruments for the purpoſes of forming, and po- 
Lſhing the idol. that was to be faſhioned by the car- 
penter. This man is repreſented erting all his 
might with unremitting aſſiduity in performing the 
various parts of his buſineſs, and fo eagerly. intent on 
his work, that he hardly allowed himſelf time to 
take the refreſhments requiſite to the ſupport of life. 
In conſequence whereof he became languid and fee- 


ble. It is unneceflary to explain what is here ſim 


Ply narrated, 8 e of which is en to e- 
vey one. | . 


13 The carpenter 1 out bis rule 
100 ee it _ n a une; 3 * bene it 


* | Chap x. 3 et TA 


it may remain in the houſe. 
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with planes, and he marketh it out with the 


compaſs, and maketh it after the figure of a 


man, according to the beauty of a man; that 


* 7 


The carpenter is next exhibited forming. and beau- 


 tifying the image with the utmoſt ſkill and induſtry. 
I. He ftretcheth out the rule, exactly meaſuring the 


dimenſions of the piece of timber whereof he intends 
to make the idol.—2. He marketh it with a'line, to 
ketch out the ſeveral parts of the figure into which 


it is to be ſhaped. —3. He firteth it out with planes, to 


make it ſmooth, to give it a fine poliſh, and to bring 
it into form.—q4. He morketh it with the compaſs, that 
he may proportion all its parts, to. thoſe of the hu- 
man body, which he takes for a model.—5. He mak- 
eib it after the figure of a man, adjuſting its features 
and parts, ſo that they might have a ſtriking reſem. 
blance to the original, from which the 1dea was taken. 
—According to the beauty of a man. He endeavours 
to give it the ſymmetry, the comelineſs, and ele- 
gance for which man is moſt admired.— That it may 
remain in the houſe as the object of adoration, and ho- 
mage of the family ; or be reckoned worthy of a 
place in the temple of idols. What an aftoniſhing 
contraſt does this dead idol, faſhioned by the hands of 
men, and put into a houſe; form to the living God, 
who worketh all in all; who is not confined to one, 
but is preſent in all places; who obſerves and go- 
verns all things according to his ſovereign good plea- 


we!” 4 | 
14 He heweth him down - cedars, and ta- 
ket the cypreis and the oak, which he 
ſtrengtheneth for himſelf among the trees of 
the toreſt : he planterh an ath, and the rain 
doth nouriſh it. PE Is £1 
Having mentioned in what manner idols were 


formed, our Prophet ſpecities particularly the mate- 


194 
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rials whereof they were compoſed. They were 
made of trees which were planted by the hands of 


men, and that grow out of the earth He heweth 


them down cedars, remarkable for their, large ſize, 


for the ſtrength and incorruptibility of their timber 
And taketh the cypreſs, which is ſaid to poſſeſs 
nearly the ſame qualities with the cedar— And the 


oak, well known for the firmneſs and durability of 


its wood—Which he ftrengtheneth for himſelf, Ha- 
ving ſelected it from among the other trees with 


which it was ſurrounded, on account of its peculiar 
excellence: for making it into an image, he em- 
ploys various means to give it the greater folidity 


and ftability—He planteth an aſb, which furnithes 


a durable 3 probably that when grown to ma. 


turity, it might afford proper materials for a beauti- 
ful idol— ad the rain doth nouriſh it, as it doth 


the other trees of the foreſt.— In this, as in many o- 


ther inſtances, we ſee the moſt valuable benefits 


which the Almighty confers upon the children. of 


men, perverted to the worſt of N and _ 


28 Weapons of rebellion againſt himſelf. 


15 Then ſhall it be for a aA 2 


he will take thereof, and warm himſelf; yea, 


he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he 


maketh a god, and worſhippeth it ; he ma- 


keth it a graven image, and falletn down 


thereto. 
16 He burneth part 8 in the fire; 


with part thereof he eateth fleſh ; he roaſteth 


roaſt, and is fatisfied : yea, he warmeth lin- 


fell, and faith, Aha, I am warm, 1 have _ 


the fire. 


| . excollent the TEL 8 the image 
was made, it poſſeſſed no ſuperior intrinſic worth or 
virtue to other wood of the tame kinds, being of the | 


June nature, and ſervin 3 the ſame * to 2 7 
they 


= 
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they are applied. Part of the tree of which an idol 
was faſhioned, was uſed for fuel to burn, that it 
might warm perſons when cold, or toaſt bread when 
baked ; a proof that it was not eſteemed much pre- 
ferable to any other timber. Notwithſtanding tha 
 idolater fooliſhly payed to it religious homage; though 
formed of no better materials n what: were TOO 


: ute the fire. 


17 And the reſidue thereof he 8 a 
god, even his graven image: he falleth down 
unto it, and worſhippeth it, and prayeth unto 
it, and faith, Deliver me; for me art _ 


god. 


Of that part of the tree which” he did nat 3 
the idol — formed an image, which he abſurdly 
perſuades himſelf is capable of reſcuing him from the 
evils to which he is expoſed, or by which he is op- 
prefled. . To this made god, he pays ſacred homage z 
before it, he proſtrates himſelf with the reverence 
due to the Deity, and preſents his' ſupplication— 
Deliver me from the calamities wherein I am invol- 
ved, from the dangers whereof I am afraid, and the 
enemies by whom LI am threatened. The requeſt s 
inforced. by the following argument: For thou art 
ny god; the object of my chief affection, in whom 1 
truſt for protection and ſafety; which I formed and 
beautified, and placed in my houſe. Some reaſons 
there are to ſuſpect that this idol was more honoured 
dy its votary, than is the living God, the author of 
cvery deliverance, by many who profeſs to —— 
and ſerve him. 


18 They have not * nor 0 : 
tor he hath ſhut their eyes, that they cannot 
= ; and their hearts, that OXY cannot under 

and, 


Ignorance and infenvidility were the fatal four- 


} 


422 | LECTURES. ON THE Gra! XII 


des from whence originated theſe oda : ering 
practices. The minds of idolaters are darkened * 
ignorance and folly; they know not God, t 
entirely unacquainted with his fupreme exce 

and infinite majeſty. They conſequently Bay hi 
not as God; they become vain in their ima 


f 


and their fooliſh hearts are blinded ; profeflin Wer, 1 


ſelves to be wiſe, they became fools, and o 
the glory of the incorruptible God into an i 

made like to corruptible man. The reaſon 1 18 b. 
joined For he hath ſhut their eyes *, &c. The pen 
fon, I ſuppoſe, who inflicts this awful ſpiritual jung 
ment upon thoſe who are given to abominable dd, 
latry, is the prince of darkneſs, the god of this "1 
the implacable adverſary of mankind, who 'works |: 
mightily in the children of diſobedience, and blinds 
their minds, leſt the light of the glorious goſpel "of 
_ Chriſt, who is the i image of God, thould ſhine'unts 
them +. When he is permitted to ſhut the „ 
the hearts of men, they can neither perceive! _ 
en what others clearly ſee and unde 


„ 


19 And none conſidereth in his heart, 2 


ther 27 there knowledge nor underſtanding ts | 


fay, I have burned part of it in the fire; 14 
allo I have baked bread upon the coals cher 
of: T have roaſted fleſh, and eaten it: and | 
I make the reſidue thereof an abomination? | y 
ſhall I fall. down to the ſtock of a tre??? | 


The ſentiment inculcated in this verſe i in ing 
this, that inconſideration and want of thought is ce i 
tainly one reaſon why people devote themſelves W 


the ſervice of idols. Did they ſeriouſly attend bs | | 


the inconſiſtencies and abſurdities here ment 1 
they would not perſiſt in ſuch unreaſonable wicked | 

conduct They would not make of the ſame trete 
| fuel to burn and an idol to worſhip, which 1 is emp 
Urry 


* Row. i. 21. 6% + 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
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| — 2 then, the ſtatute recorded Deut. wü a6. 

Thou ſhalt utterly abhor an idol; or, In deteſting 

thou ſhalt deteſt it; plainly. intimating, tkat OT 15 

72 ought to be an e of the rene g OITE 


| - 20 He. FRA PC th on. aſhes: a e Wil 3 
hath turned him afide, that he cannot deliver 
. his ſoul, nor 8 1 he in By. right 15 


* | Thee e folly na wart of idolaters is 5 | 
4 7 tay repreſented. in theſe words. He that maketh 
and ſerveth an idol feedeth on aſhes, in which there 
z nothing ſubſtantial or pleaſant, nothing adapted to 
impart the leaſt nouriſhment and ſupport to the mind. 
His ſpiritual conſtitution being vitiated, and his taſte 


depraved, he hath recourſe to improper objects, 
which inſtead. of yielding ſpiritual firength and 
conſolation to the human heart, tend to render him 
poor, contemptible, and diſtreſſed. -A deceived 
' heart hath turned him gſide. Not bad education, bad 
example, or bad inſtruction, hath led him into ſuper- 
tion and idolatry, though doubtleſs they had con- 
| fiderable influence in corrupting his mind; but his 
deteſtable conduct is aſcribed to a deceived. heart, 
-. groſily impoſed” upon by the geceiver of mankind, 
and the deceitfulneſs of fin. - The heart being de- 
luded, and having formed falſe apprehenſiolis of 
God, ſtarts aſide like a deceitful bow, into the ways 
of fin. har he cannot deliver his foul from thoſe 
ruinous practices wherein he is naturally prone to 
indulge, and to which he hath been long accuſtom- | 
ed Nor Jay; is there'not a he in myright band? He © 
cannot penitently acknowledge that deceit whereby 
be has impoſed on himſelſy and endeavours to delude 
- thoſe nin him. The illuſions of his own fancy 
Fonſpire; with falſe reaſonings, hurtful prejudices, and 
. I H | vicious | 


i 


1 


0 F , = 
7: 4 . 1 ' 
* 144 n - Py 
g ; : { © 1 : 2 
7 „ 4 N 1 
* 7 * 
1 , . \ $47.5 p 
0 « x , — P 
* 9 
* 
8 f 1 ; 


424 TEC" ox mas. due 12 7 F 


vicious Sagem to hinder him from making this ea: | 
feſſion, and determine him to hold faft the errors he 
hath imbibed.— In this manner did our Prophet aim 
to convince idolaters, that the images which they 
mad and adorned were not really gods, that they 
did not afford a juſt repreſentation of the. true God; 
and therefore that he ought not to be worſhipped by 
' images, altogether unlike to him. — Beware, then, 
brethren, 'of entertaining falſe ſentiments concerning 
God, and of imagining that you may -worſhip*him 
acceptably in any other way than what he hath ap- 
pointed. Take heed that you do not hold thaſe de- 
luſive dangerous errors, whereby you may eſſentially 
injure yourſelves and others. [ addreſs to you thoſe 
words of Moſes the man of God, recorded Deut. Xl, 
* Take heed to yourſelves, that your heart be not 
deceived, and ye turn aſide, and ſerve othen gods, 
and worſhip e W hs RE n e _— 


8 N 250 you.” 5 225 Jahn 
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21 Remember theſe, 0 Tags 1 Ifrgel; 
fos thou art my ſervant: I have formed: thee; - 
thou a#t my ſervant: 0 Lirael, thou ſhalt not 
be forgotten of C!!! 8 


N 1 


1 4 
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The Lord God Ne Fe urge his * $041 
hors and to flee from idolatry, by the conſideration 
of the folly and wickedneſs of the criminal practices 
be had been expoſing, and the gracious promiſes that 
were given them. In treating with them, he acts 
the part of a wiſe affectionate parent, who having 

ſharply animadverted on the faults of his children, 
his difpleaſure ſubſides, and he kindly aſſures them 
of the moſt - Ants encouragements. How. forcible | 
are right wor bs how many powerful arguments: * 
Here ſuggeſted to perſuade men to return to God 
The firſt is taken from the preceding diſcourſe, here · 
in the abſurdity and ene of idolatry was ſtrong · 
ly. repreſented; Remember theſe things I have now 
{aid, that you may erer e abhorrenc {| 
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ſtroyed. Never forget the comfc truths I am 
about to mention; often call them to mind, and en- 
deavour to live continually. under a deep ſenſe of 
your intimate relation to God, and the infinite obli- 
gations he hath brought you under to return to his £ 
ſervice, by the mereies wherewith- he hath loaded 8 
you, and the gracious aſſurances” he hath. given ou]. 
The next motive is couched in the defignations of - ve 
jacob and Iſrael, the names given to the illuſtrious. 
patriarch: from whom the people were-lineally-des © 
ſeended, to whom this difcourle was primarily di? 
rected... Vour renowned progenitor conſtantly add. 
hered to the worſhip of the true God, amidſt all the he 
temptations and oppoſitions with which he con- 1 
tended. You, then, ſhew yourſelves worthy ß 
ſuch a good anceſtor, and imitate the worthy exam- . 
ple that he exhibited, of unalienable attachment to te 
ſervice of the living God return without delay: to 
the God of Iſrael, and ſerve him, with all your heart. 
and with all your ſoul. In this manner juſtify the 
character which you bear, and manifeſt yourſelves 
the genuine poſterity of ſuch a father The third in= = 
ducement to return to the Lord is expreſſed in theſe 2 
words, Thou art my ſervant, &c. And ought not a 
ſervant who, hath foalifhly, without eauſe, departed, N 
from his maſter, to return to the ſervice in Which 8 
ſolemnly engaged, and to which be is bound y tbe 
ſtrongeſt ties cloſely. to adhere. I ſelected thee from © * 
among all the people of the earth, that thou mighteſt 
be to me a peculiar people, and ferve me in holineſs == 
and rightequſneſs all your days. Forthis very pur: 
poſe I formed thee, that thou mighteſt be 4 
in executing my pleaſure, If you look fer fruit 
from the tie that you planted, and from the ffeldsds 
that you cultivated, tren I may certainly expe t 
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have contracted. To give a juſt idea of this | 
ant act of divine grace, God faith, I have blotted 
out or done away as a _thitk. cloud thy tranſzrefſrons. 


. ILY xuv. 
Muck ſervice n you, whom I tio eerst and on 


whom I have conferred many important henefits, — 
The fourth argument is contained in this gracious 
aſſutance, Thou fhalt not be forgotten of me. In the 
time of temptation and diftreſs, when the comfort- 
able evidences of the divine favour are obſcured and 
not perceived, the church Eg: deſpondeney is 


apt to complain, O Lord, why -doſt thou forget us 


for ever? Such mournful expreſſions of Andru, 
which are apt to drop from the lips of the dejected, 
ought to be oth 


avoided ; the eternal truth 
which lies now before us ought never to be queſtion- 


ed. The acknowledgment made of old by: —3 | 


prophet Jeremiah may be adopted now with 5 he | 
propriety, * Iſrael hath not been forſaken, nor Judah, 


of his God, the Lord of hoſts &. Though Iſrael may 


be often forgotten by other people, though they may 
be unmindful of the Rock of ſalvation, and deal falſe- 


ty in his holy covenant; yet ſuch is his everlaſting 


| kindneſs and faithfulneſs, that they are 9 


in His remembrance. oubr not, then, of the 


nal care of God's providence, or of his dee 
| veracity pledged in his promiſes. | 


22 Thave blotted out, as a Ack e cloud, Uh 
e and, as a cloud, thy fifis- return 


* 
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unto 1 for * have redeemed t lee. 1 58 


That no confideration- Mt be ipticing to en. 


e ſpeedy return to God, two mote arguments 


are ſubjoined, to enforce compliance with the ex- 


hortation. In the firſt is expreſſed God's forgiving 
mercy, whereby he pardons mens tranſgreflions, 
remits their debts, and wathes off the ftains' they 


In this elegant ſimilitude whereby the ſübſect s 
untere; fins are compared 1 with great p. opriety to 
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clouds which” intervene betwixt the: fur n 
earth, obſcure the light of that glorious orb, obſtruc 


his luminous rays, and prevent their direct commin- - 


nication to the inhabitants of this globe,” In like 
manner, iniquity ſeparates between God the Father 
of lights, and thoſe who offend him; and hinders the 
enjoyment of the refreſhing light of his countenarice. - 


Enormous fins, like thick clouds which have a threat- 


ening aſpect, and portend ſome approaching teinpeſf; 
expoſe to terrible ſtorms of divine vengeance; which 
are ready to burſt upon the guilty; and to overwhelm 
them in deſtruction. All theſe treſpaſſes o his people, 
God faith he blots out, or takes away, even as a cloud 
ſuſpended in the air, that ſeldom continues long in 
one place. As the vapours Whereof it is — - 
are ſoon diſſipated by the warming beams of the ſun, 
and quickly difperſed by the winds, ſo that the leaſt 
veſtige of it cannot be perceived: In like manner, 


when the Lord ariſes to accompliſh the ſalvation of 


his people, he richly diſplays the benign influence of 
his grace, in cauſing all their iniqtities to paſs away, 
in removing them out of his ſight, and putting them 
away as far as the eaſt is from the weſt.— Well dot 
it become us, with the royal poet, to celebrate the 


praiſes of Jehovah, Whoſe EN are very great to- 


ward them that fear him. Inu the ſtupendous vault 
of heaven, we contemplate a beautiful emblem of the 
immeaſurable height and boundleſs extent of that 
mercy which fo e all treſpailes. . 
Tratiſgreſſions and fins ure both montiouGe: Civic 


compriſe all manner of intquity,- whether gies or. 


leſſer; to intimate the univerſal indemnity 
by Jehovah to thoſe on whom he conifers this a 


T 
'# 


mable bleffing. In pardoning his people, God freely F Ht 


forgives them fall their fins of every deſcription; lie. 
ing from corrupt propenſities and evil-habits, 
mitted through ignorance, infirmity; temptation, or 


preſumption. Words are therefore multiplied to ex. 
preſs the fulneſs of this bleſſing which he is pleaſed 


e to E e wheres Wo 5 


a; 


RE: one 


| from dead dels ſerve the hing God. Wust KO 
ful motive to compliance with the following grac 
in xitation; their ſtate is happily changed and im 
ed. The reviving intimation of the pardon of wa 
es thoſe gloomy apprehenſions, perplexing fears, and 
dread of puniſhment which diſturbed the mind. All 
appears bright and ſerene, the light of God's tounte-. 
nance ſhines forth, comfort and joy ſpring up. hope that } 
maketh not aſhamed i is excited, and true felicity is 
enjoyed. O the bleſſedneſſes of the man (the He. 
brew word in Pſalm xxxii. 1. is in, the plural num- 
7 ber) whoſe tranſgreſſions are forgiven, whoſe'fin i is 
covered! What an accumulation of bleſſings are 
his portion whoſe iniquities are forgiven! How ma- 
ny good things concur to conſtitute his happineſs! 
He is truly bleſſed in ſoul and body, in, this and the 
future world. eee to the exhortation ſyb- . 
Welt of E 
| bo Return unto ne. | "Be awakened to a deep ſenſe of 
your fin and folly, in having turned to me the back 1 
and not the face; in having forſaken, the fountain of p 
living waters, and hewn out to yourſelves broken 0 
_ ciſterns that can hold no water; in loving and ſerving it 
the creature more than the Creator. Forſake the n 
fooliſh, and live and go in the way of See tl 
Heartily renounce the idols that youhave ſerved, b. 
and the wicked ways wherein you have gone, wit b. 
- juſt abhorrence of your doings, that have not been W 
la 
Cc 
de 
ta 


good. In the uſe of appointed means, and in hum 
dle dependance on my promiſed Spirit, caſt away all a 
Four tranſgreſſions wherein you have indulged, that 
N involve men in deſtruction and perdition. Return 
unto me with all your hearts; that henceforth you! . 
may be employed in my worſhip, ſervice, and obe- an 
8 and. cleave unto me, your Saviour and Lord, — 
with full purpoſe of heart. For I have redeemed i los ur 
from ſlavery in Egypt; from the hands of thy-pow- to 
erful enemies; and, according to my purpoſe, I Wil is 
deliver thee from captivity at Babylon, as emblems Wn: 
of the great ſpiritual eternal redemption to be effect. he 
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| peculiar people, olubjeRakien mentipriedin thisſacred Ag 

WH volume. Return unto God, and he will return unto vo] 3 

| he will have mercy upon you; he will heal your _ | I M 
: lidings, love you freely, and receive you _— 
| He will make an everlafting covenant with: vou, and. 
q not turn away from doing you good; he will open 
. to you the treaſures of his grace, and enrich you with 
| 


the precious bleſſings contained in his — 1 ne. 
great and precious promiſes. Let every heart, mem 
reply, Turn thou me, O Lord, and I ſhall be ons - 


244 Sing. 0 ye "heavens; for the. LORD 85 * 
hath done 77 :-ſhour; ye lower. parts of the 
earth: break forth into ſinging, ye moun-- 
tains, O foreſt, and every tree therein: for 

the LORD hath . moms N and Tre 5 
fied himſelf in Uracl,” rg A 1 55 


-Tixnſported with the view 6 hs prediged enn 
Iſaiah calls upon the whole creation to ſing 8 
| praiſes of ſehovah, and to celebrate the great benefit 
of redemption. - With this enlivening prbſpect fully _ 
in his view, he invites the heavens, with all their in- 
numerable orbs; the ſun, the great ſource of light, 
the moon that thines with a luſtre borrowed from his | 
beams, and the ſtars which gliſter in the firmament 
by night, to teſtify their exultation and I bt 
with the voice of triumph and gratitude ye lower EN 
* of the earth; that are rendered fertile and pleg-ꝛ 
t by celeſtial influences, and that are covered with | 
corns, with vegetables, aud animals of various | 5 
deſeriptions.— Break forth into ſinging, ye fe 
tains that are remarkable for elevation, „ „„ 
and- fruitfulneſs, and which are crowned with plenty” | 
—0 foreſt, ye verdant lofty trees of every ſpeeſes. » 1 
unite in the chorus of praiſe and thanklgiving © '_. 
to the glorious / ö eee of his people. Such . 15 „ 
is the literal import of the words de us, Which 
may be underſtood in their figurative ſenſe By the 
heavens may be intended the celeſtial inhabitants. 
ls an Wh AE of OE with — and 155 | 
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ing; and from thence it was to be extended over the 


Sh ts of bens Ir 3 aug with patri- 
archs, prophets, and ſaints, who lived under the 
Old Teſtament. The lower parts of the earth, may 
denote the humble ſtate of the Gentiles, who had 
not been exalted to ſuch high rank and diſtinguiſhing 
advantages as the mountains, hich may ſigtify thoſe 
wWuho poſſeſſed greater eminence, higher privileges 
and more extenſive influence. The foreſt with the 
trees thereof, may denote large cities and towns, in 
which were great numbers of people that had ariſen 
to conſiderable opulence, dignity,” and authority, 
According to this interpretation, all theſe. ſeveral 
- clifſes of perſons are called to join in finging and 
ſhouting. In this bold figure, which hath; an un- 
common force of expreſſion; character, and 170 
are attributed to irrational inanimate objects. | 
Prophet, inſpired with ardent gratitude to God, "for 
the great mercies mentioned i in the preceding verſe, 
addreſſes the heavens and the earth, as if animated 
with life, and capable of affection; or as the hahi- 
tations of intelligent creatures, who. are invited to 
magnify the Lord, for the benefits he. dne pep | 
his people. 

Tor the Lord hath os PE Sc. x ou aſk what | 
ground of joy and triumph could the deliverance f | 
the poſterity of Jacob from captivity, afford: to the 
inhabitants of heaven and earth? I anſwer, that the 
diſpoſition of all things depends entirely upon the 
© purpoſe of God in Jeſus Chriſt, to be accompliſhed 
to his church: For the benefit of the people of God 
by whom he is ſerved and glorified, the BE | 

and the earth, continue to this day, and ſhall re- | 
main until. the conſummation of all things. The | 
reſtoration of the Jewiſh people to the land of Ca- | 
naan, was indiſpenſibly requiſite to the fulfilment of | 
the promiſes made-unto the fathers, According to 
the prediQiops of the prophets, the kingdom of 
Mlieſliah muſt have been founded in Lion, and erected 
in Judea, whilſt. the temple of Jeruſalem was ſtand- 
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l . FA 1 
have happened unleſs the children of Iſrael had be en 
reſtored to their own land. In this event-commens 
ced the accompliſhment” of, the ancient prophecies, 
and the intimate union that was to ſubiiſt hr ae 
heaven and earth, Beſides every creature wherein 
18 life, naturally deſires i its preſervation; 3: and: as that 
depends-on the exiſtence of the kingdam of the Son 
of God, which was to ariſe in the land uf Judea, 8 
ſeſſed by the Jews; the whole univexſe is v 
celebrate with triumph their return into Paleſtine, 
By this apicious event, which God who is üben 
| hath effected, he exactly executed his intended work 
according to his promiſe; hisconſummate excellencies 
were eminently exhibited, his name was highly glo- 
ried, and his people reſcued from captivity-z-10 that 
this diſpenſation of Providence afforded much ground 
of gratitude and praiſe.Let us then join in celebra 
ting the ever enduring merey of Jehoyahz whereby. | 
the poſterity of Jacob were delivered from apap. ©, © 
and bondage, and ſettled in the inheritance. promiſed „ 
to their fathers. Eſpecially let us extol and magnify 
the exceeding riches of his grace, whereby was ad- 
compliſhed the great redemption which was thus ex 
hibired=—The people of God reſcued: from f ha: 
bondage and oppreſſion, and conducted . this 
world into the heavenly Canaan, the promiſed Anh | 
nal iabes unn re erved: for the faints') in light. 


24 Thus faith the LORD, thy ne . 
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by l it was to be nealited; in hicly he jr ms "ge 
moſt ſublime characters and intimate relatiuns to his 
people. "Thoſe WIGS in the firſt part of the 185 
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er 1 lately ec Cc ine rains Nall © not attempt 

preſent to reſume or to add to what was ſaid on theſe 
topics. The frequent repetition of the comfortable 
_ rruths aſſerted in this verſe, that God is the Re. 


ddeemer of his people, and he that formed them 


in the earlieſt ſtate of their exiſtence, iheulcates the 
high importance of maintaining a permanent ſenſe 
of our infinite obligations to him, for the bounties of 
my rovidence, and the riches of his mercy and grace. 
8 am the Lord that maketh all things j\ wd ereat- 
| 1 the heavens with all their hoſts; the earth, and 
all that is therein; the ſea, with its immenſe ſtores; 
and the land, with all its valuable productions Who 
gave exiſtence to the eaſtern, ſouthern, weſtern, and 
northern regions of the univerſe ; to time, and its fe- 
- vera] diſtributions into years and ſeaſons; months and 
weeks, days and nights—Who faſhioned the elegant 


ſtructure of the human body; which is fearfully and 


| wonderfully made; and formed the ſpirit / of man, 
that is within him, with all its noble powers and fa: 
; culties, Matter, form” life of every ſort, are all en- 
tirely his production; not for the honour of another, 
but for his own pleaſure and glory; who hath abſo- 

lute underived independent right, to govern and diſ. 
poſe of all that he hath made, as ſeemeth good in 


| bis ſight.— With the four and twenty elders; ought 


we to fall down before him that fitteth upon the 
throne, and to worſnip him for ever and ever; faying, 
9 hou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, 'horiour, 
* and power; for thou haſt created all things, and 


8 for thy pleaſure they are and were oreated &. 


© That fretcheth forth the heavens- alone; which 
: F Sack a magnificent canopy over the whole earth; with 
all its innumerable inhabitants; ; enlightened-and a; 
dorned by the celeftial luminaries. This noble pa- 
. vilion, was originally framed and furniſhed by its 
omnipotent Maker, with infinitely greater eaſe than 
man can coniſtruct or pitch'a tabernacle for his tem- 
5 ry: err Ups ſpreadeth. W 7 no 3 
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Ure, 


by unfolding the parts whereof it is compoſedg 


o Jehoyah ſpread Torth the earth into the ſhape 


fize he purpoſed to form it. He diſpoſad and adjuſk- = 


ed the various ene is conſtituted, 


perſing t throughout the vaſt body, the rocks, 2 


m the — the waters; covering them with 


a ſoil adapted to the vegetation of plants and trees of - 


herbs and corns, requifite to the ſuſtenance/and com- 


| 12 of man and beaſt; ſuited to giye the ſurſao a 


richly diverſified. appearance, to excite/-admiration 
and delight. All theſe things the Lord God: did a- 
lone and by himſelf, without the concurrence may 


of any perſon whatever. There was none W 0 


operat with him, and aſſiſted him in for 
part of the immenſe fabrick of creation. He 


not, and employed not, any foreign aid; ſo _ 7 
none have right to claim, or ſhare. with, him in he 3 
praiſe and glory which are due ſolely to him. As _ 


he alone is * — and beſides him there is no God. 
ſo he ne made the 8 vg eh: _ res 


their diverſity, and their deſign; and you 70 per- 
ceive convincing. evidence of his exiſtence and per- 


fections. This character of Creator he here allumes, 


to remind his people of his conſummate ability to 
reſcue them from captivity at Babylon, whereby he 


was to give an illuſtrious diſplay of his e at | 
ee and care of their untereſts, „ | 


25; That fruſtratech the Weg af 9 2 ars, 
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5 the land ef Aﬀyra; 0 the — dvial. 
. againſt the 'Babylonians, whole: 


gers, and ſoothſayers, foretold that the 9 

to terminate in their favour z that the ene Was — f 
flohriſm, and for à long period to enjoy proſpetity ; 

07 The follies and abfurdities of all theſe" gla Lol pre. WM . 
, tended wiſe men, were to be expoſed: to 99 4 


aud fern. The Hebrew word here tranſlated Lars, R 

z 4 fignifies that order of men who; 1eq | them. d 

ſelyes from commerce with ſociety, were employed 4 

| Remplatin Ping facred, in conjectuiing and 8 

feretelling futute events,” The tokens or figis on 4 
| which . theib prognoſtications. were the a. 

| | & of the ſky, the appearance of the heavenly: 

66, the polition-of the inwards of beaſts or 

and other uncertain circumſtances; whereby 

Pretended to determine the fate of individuals ani 

nations. Theſe devices God acecording to his plea - be 

ure, fruſtrates and makes of no effect. And mabetb | i 

diiviners mad: 8 a diſtinguiſhed from thoſs pl 
above mentioned were perſons ho alledged; that by 

wy means of intercourſe wit Wee and. the ſpirits ot 

the dead, and by certain facrifiees and incafitatienas, on 

they could [diſcover and foretei things fecret and fu- th 

ture, and avert impending calamities. Tbis art of bu 


divination was much —— by the Chaldeans and 80 
other eaſtern nations, and ſeems to have been — 5 of 
among the Jeu in the days of Ahaz king of Judah ed 
Perſons of f- this character God; ſometimes. renden d 3 


pe and diſtracted, that they know not What pri 
to do; 25 7 appear like men utterly deprived of ten- * 

cn and judgment. That turneib wiſe men bacbrv and. int 
By the wiſe men may be intended philaſophers and to 


other adepts in natural ſcience, who poſſeſſed great pre 
ſagacity, a penetrating genius, extenſive knowledge, pl 
artful contrivance, and large experience; and on vec 


theſe aeoounts were much reſpected, and reſorted Jo An 
for inftruQtion. Theſe perſons the Almighty, wen BW mi 
de Joey Proper expoſes to Ing ag 15 content mii 
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ter than'egregious folly. An this manner are ve 3 | 


the words of the Plalmiſt,'* The Lord bringeth the - 
counſel af the heathen to nought, be maketh the des 
vices' af the people of none effect *. Some rematks * | 
able inſtdnces of this ſort are recorded-in ſcripture; lo 

as of the magicians and wiſe men of Egypt, and the 

diviners and ſoothſayers of Babylon. Thels ads of -. oF 
5 omnipotence ate the glorious prerogative of hovah; - - 8 15 

. and afford a 9 N prof oth Avinity © a+ gg "Boehm. > 
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3 26 Th W n his ſer⸗- 

js rant, Aal performeth the counſel of his meſ- 

? ſengers ; that faith to Jeruſalem; Thou ſhalt , £ > 
. be inhabited; and to the eities of Judah; + 6 258 
. ſhall be built. and 1 will raiſe op e N | Fi. 
3 places there. f ; 9 ** * 2 e ods b 85 . $2. 
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. Jehomub mende alias he js the true God,/no A 

A only by fruſtrating the artifſces of thoſe who. make 
3 the higheſt pretenſions to (diſcernment and wiſdom, 33 
bs but alſo hy vetifying the predictions of his ſeryants, „ 
V firmly Perſuaded Was qur Prophet of ihe kulflment 
k of is: gen + though it 'was not to be „„ 

; ed for #-confiderable* period of time, 92825 d 7 
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ss if it had beeh already done. Lalah, 59 deadly bond 
5 predicted the event to which he primarily referr „ Ges 
| ſeems to*have been the ſervant of Jehovah eſpe all 5 i wy : 


intended. Thisis the honoutable charadtergiventohum, - 1 I 
co Moſes, to David, with many others Who were ap- 10 „ | 
6h 1 to the ſervice of God, and affiduouſly em J] 
ployed in their great; Maſter's work, whom they | Li. 

2 2 the and with pure conſciences. Lk eh? 
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performeth the counſel of his meſſengers, r 

minent men Who were ſent by him to publiſh his 
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way 'of fiat, a to dees the advent of hi. 
into the world in the fulneſs of time. The 4 3555 
© - trine, compriſing predictions, promiſes, and thieat- 
5 enings, which they delivered in the name and by 
the command of the everlaſting God, Nat $i ro 
fails to ratify, eſtabliſh, and fulfil. 
may be a peculiar. reference. in the words 5 Soar 
to the edict ,of Cyrus king of Perſia veſpecting the 
- building of the houſe of God at Jeruſalem, they con- 
-tain a general important truth worthy of attentive 
cConſideration. As the law of God i is 5 to be made 
void by the tranſgreſſions of men, and to be eſta- 
_ >, liſhed by producing its proper effect, univerſal obe- 
dience; in like manner the promiſes and threaten- 
, - ings recorded in the word of God, are eonfinmed by 
mdetmueir exact fulfilment. Every event that Happens ac- 
- cording to the predictions of ſcripture. affords anew 
proof of its certainty, a Netz kadle confirmation of 
its truth. The accompliſhment of one part gives a. W 
ſurance that the whole ſhall be verified in due ſes. WM 
- ſon. Thus the fulfilment of the promiſe made to A- 4 
braham, that God would make of him a gteat nation, BW ch. 
that he would bleſs him, make his name great, and ve 
give the land of Canaan to his poſterity: And of thi 
4 that made to David, that he would eſtabliſh his king- uv 
dom, and of the fruit of his loinis acbrding to the ce 
fleſh he would raiſe up Chriſt to fit upon his throne, tles 
8 atteſts the truth of the word of God. What indeed MW det 
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are all the operations of divine providence and grace WW 01 

Toward nations, churches, and individuals, hut proofs WW te 

that the ſcriptures were written by holy men of i * bi 

God as they were moved by the Holy Got, and of t 

„of the divinity of the doctrines publited by the ruſa 

| . meſſen gers of heayen ?—Conſider chen, brethren, if plec 
e . the teſtimony of God hath been confirmed in you. 1 '*la 
WW HFath God fulfilled in you all the good pleaſure df hi- deli 
goodneſs, and the work of faith With power? bath JW Lait 

_ he given you new hearts and right ſpirits ?. hath be tiv. 

/__ _redified your judgmients?” hath he enlightened'your I linz 
7 e hath. he. — your conſcien- o. 
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ces, 4 egulated Jour ans” EP 8 given” 
you to experience the veracity of his word, 995 7 ac. 
companied with the demonſtration of the.Spi pon | 
with power? If in this manner it hath been con- 
firmed, to you with theſe ſigns and wonders and gifts 


of the Holy Ghoſt ; the propoſition here affirmed 
will be eſtabliſhed by the. mo ee evidence 85 


that you could deſire. us 
That ſaith g Feruſalem Sc. The metropo Js of 

Judea, aste on mount Zion, beautified” D the 

magnificient Pa built for the worſhip of ſehovah, 


enco by walls and towers of * ontiderable 


ſtren Glodious things which 1 ſtay not to recite 
were ſpoken of this city of God, this joy of the whole 
earth, in whoſe palaues God was known for a refuge. 
Notwithſtanding. the many ſignal privileges enjoy 
ed by the inhabitants of, this once highly favoured 


city, ſuch were the atrocious crimes and abominable 


wickedneſs, wherein its inhabitants obſtinately per- 
ſited, that their tranſgreſſions exceeded thoſe of So- 


dom and Gomurrah: God therefore ſent againſt them 
the. Aſyrians: who ſtript them of their riches, depri . 


ved them of their children; burnt tlieir habitations, 
their city and temple, and carried them away cap. 
tiye out of their own land, after having een redu- 
ced to the greateſt ſtraits by famine. Theſe calami- 
ties however were to come to a period at the time 
determined; and Ged who never fails to verify the 


word gf his ſexyants declares, © thou ſhalt be babe. TR 


ted, and to the other cities of Judah, ye ſhall be 
„dullt. Accordingly. it came to. pals after the return 
of the qe people from captivity at Babylon, e- 
ruſalem and their other cities were rebuilt and teped- 
pled. Ih Das fulflled the remarkable predi edictions © 
| rable event, particularly that 
ah, chap. XXX, 1Þ, of . 4 Tha: 


' tivity 1 8 tents, and haye me rey « on his dwel. A 


and the oP mall be/builded' on her 
e ſhall remain after the 
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Another diſ ok the . 
Thad is f 99 in theſe Wenge. 
n to denote the wuterz of 15 
rates. Which flowed througthe city df 
offeſs himſelf of this ſtrorighyFamilied city 
"which was deemed” impregnable, on acc ef the 
thickneſs and height of its walls, Cyrus aſſected by 
wing ſtratagem. _He'employe | this am to cut 
a new channel tor the river, by Which its waters qrere 
«conveyed into 2 valt lake of forty m „quare. Tb 
courfe of the tiver being changed Where it nan 
tbe city, the channel, which 9 rendered almùſt 25 
opened a paſſage for this illuſtrtious prince and hisar- 
my, whereby they entered the city hy 3 This 
arduous enterptiſe i aſcribed to the command a Je- 
horah, having been executed by his direQtianiand au- 
* thority, who turneth rivers of water into a dry place 
Thus did the Lord God d en er rivers, fe 
and make way for the Medes ze e e ene p. 
upon the riches of Babylon and to deprive chat great 
city; of its power and government wich all thäle im. 
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king of Media; and educated in the manner of the 
Perſians, who trained their children to endure fatigue 
and hardſhips. Poſſeſſed of an elegant graceful per- 
ſon, and of the moſt amiable diſpoſitions, he ſoon be- 
came the object of general admiration and eſteem. 
In his youth he aiftinguiſhed himſelf above his co- 
temporanes by docility, courage, obedience, patience, 
and a happy facility of performing every thing in 
which he engaged. In early life he was promoted, 
with univerſal approbation, by his uncle Cyaxeres, 
king of Media, to the command of his army. This 
high ſtation he occupied with great celebrity and ſuc- 
cets in the war with the Babylonians; and as the re- 
ward of his eminent ſervices, he obtained in mar- 
rage the only daughter of the Median monarch. 
Being elevated to the empire of Media and Perſia, 
he difplayed all thoſe noble qualities which are requi- 
fite to form a great man. He was temperate, wiſe, 
valant, humane, magnanimous; and before he went 
forth to any arduous enterpriſe, he implored the di- 
rection and protection of the gods. Endowed with 
a fine genius, and the utmoſt 8 of mind, and 
poſſeſſed of the wonderful art of gaining peoples af- 
fections, and managing their tempers, he was capa- 
pable of the greateſt military exertions, and of exe- 
cuting the moſt hazardous defigns. In few words, 
Cyrus ſhone forth with peculiar "luſtre and digni- 


ty, in every ſphere of action; and his life was a- 


dorned with all thoſe lovely virtues, which attract 


eſteem and affetion. With all theſe admirable ac- 


compliſhments, and extraordinary abilities, 'he was 
turniſhed by Jehovah ; that he might be the inſtru- 
ment of executing his gracious purpoſes relative to 
his people. 

He is my repherd, (faith God) who ſhall conduft 
my people into their own paſtures in the land of Ca- 
naan ; take care of their intereſts, and advance their 
proſperity. To this important office, I have appoint= 
ed and called him; and for the execution of it, he w 
in every reſpect IT" The words of Cyrus on 

Vol. III. 51 this 
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this ſubject are truly remarkable, and ſerve to illuſ. 
trate the character here given of him. Diſcourſing 
with his courtiers as to the duties of a king; he obſer- 
ved, that a prince ought to act the part of a ſnepherd 
toward his flock; watching over them, that they may 
live in ſafety; taking charge of them, that they may 
be exempted from cares; removing whatever is 
hurtful to them, and chooſing whatever is ſalutary— 
That he ſhould take pleaſure in ſeeing them increaſe 


and proſper, and in their defence valiantly expoſe 


himſelf to danger. Such were the noble ſentiments 
delivered by the illuſtrious prince, concerning whom 
| God declares, He is my ſhepherd—Even ſaying to 
Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt be built, ow Though in the 
royal proclamation iſſued by Cyrus, recorded 2 Chr, 
xxxvi. 22. in conſequence of which this prediction 
was verified ; the rebuilding of Jeruſalem is not ex- 
preſsly mentioned, yet it is plainly ſuppoſed; for had 
not that city exiſted, the edict could not have ſaid 
that the Lord God of heaven had charged the king 
of Perſia, to build him a houſe in Jeruſalem which is 
in Judah. Beſides, the rebuilding of Jeruſalem was 
made a ground of complaint to Artaxerxes the king, 
by his ſervants, who informed him that the Jews 
who came from thee to us, are come unto Jeruſa- 
lem, building the-rebellious and bad city, and have 
* ſet up the walls, and joined the foundations . Both 
parts then of the prediction before us were exactly 
fulfilled, in conſequence of the proclamation made by 
Cyrus, whom God had appointed to be his ſhepherd. 
—As God is gracious in the promiſes that he gives to 
his people, ſo he is faithful in accompliſhing them in 
due ſeaſon. Whilſt the Jews were detained 1 m hard 
bondage at Babylon, and ſtrictly prohibited from 
departing that country, their deliverance, and the. 
reſtoration of the cities of Judah to their former pro- 
ſperity, ſeemed moſt improbable. No obitacle or 
oppoſition, however, could have hindered the fulfil 
| ment ol thele Aa: events. Had their enemies 
not 

* Ezrai iv. 12, 
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* not only forbid their departure, and the /rebuil ir 

5 of their city and temple; but bound them in fetters, 

4 caſt them into dungeons, and planted over them the 

| ſtrongeſt guards, they could not have prevented the | 
2 promiſed reſtoration. The wiſeſt human policy, the 

* greateſt human exertions, could not have fruſtrated the 

” counſel of Jehovah : no created wiſdom: or ſtrength 
0 could have counteracted his deſign, in whoſe hand 

2 there is power and might To whom be glory fot 
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IN the ſecond ſeclion of this prophetic diſcourſs, 
contained in the chapter an which we now en. 
ter, the Lord God of Iſrael declares at great length, 
his purpoſe of employing Cyrus king of Perſia, to o- 
verthrow the Babylonian empire; that he might ac. 
compliſh his gracious deſigns toward his peculiar peo. 
ple, and give check to the murmurings of thoſe who 


maligned the ways of Providence, By this memo. 


rable event, and its joyful conſequences, . Jehovah 
clearly demonſtrated, that he 1s the Governor among 
the nations; that idolatry i is altogether vain and ab. 
ſurd; and therefore that people of every region ought 
to comply with his gracious invitation, to come and 
participate of the righteouſneſs and ſalvation of the 
Son of God.—The Lord God of heaven and earth is 
introduced addreſſing Cyrus, to whom the oration is 
directed, all nations are invited to draw near and at- 
tend to this ſubject; and the chorus, repreſenting the 
church of God, expreſs their cordial approbation of 
the ways of Providence. Our Prophet begins by an- 
nouncing the purpoſe of Jehovah, of giving to the 
Perſian monarch the dominion of the eaſt ; of em- 
ploying him to overturn the Babylonian monarchy ; : 
and by ſtating the reaſons of his determinate counſel 
relative to this matter, ver. i- 5.—Some of the great 


_ deſigns which were to be effected by this momentoug : 


event, and the happy conſequences that were to re- 
ſult from it, whereby thoſe who traduced divine diſ- 


enſations were to be confounded, are then hrought 


into view, 6— 10. The God of Iſrael again proceeds 


to vindicate his own honour, as the Creator and Go- 


vernor of the world, in aſlignin this ſervice to Cy- 
rus; by ſhewing farther joyful effects which were to 
accompany the execution of this arduous work, 

v. 11—14.—The chorus, repreſenting the church of 
God, are then 2 forward celebrating the per. 
fectionꝭ 
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ſections and providence of Jehovab, diſplayed in the 
eternal ſalvation of his people, y."1g—t7.—Aiter 
which God eſtabliſhes the truth of his divinity, from 
the prediction of this glorious work, and regroves the 
folly of idolaters, v. 18—21.—The chapter caneludes 

with a gracious invitation to all the people of the 
earth, to come and ſhare in the righteouſneſs andre. 
demption of the Mefliah ; and to believe in him to 
whom every knee ſhall box, on ery TRE carp 
fels, v. 222 5. | 


CHAP. XIV. 1 


"HUS faith the LORD to as e tc 

Cyrus, whoſe right hang I have holden, 
to ſubdue nations before him; and 1 will 
looſe the loins of kings, to open before him 
the why 1 gates; and he gates A 105 
ein 1910 85 


5 Wich this Bk A the fol. fr 


lowing copious declaration of the divine purpoſe, re- 
ſpecting the conqueſts of Cyrus, who is here dignified 
with the title of the Lord's anointed. The character 
hath an obvious alluſion to the ancient practice of 
anointing thoſe who were inveſted with royal majeſ. 
ty and authority. Of this cuſtom ſeveral inſtances 
occur 1n ſcripture hiſtory, which ] ſtay not to recite, 
The expreſſion may import that God had appointed 
the Perſian monarch, to be the inſtrument of deſtroy- 


ing the Babylonian empire, and of reſtoring his peo- 
ple to liberty, and to their own land; and that he 


had endowed him with abilities requiſite for the exe 
cution of the important ſervice to which he was deſ- 
tined.—Whoſe | right hand I have holden. Cyrus is 


pore WER as if he had . exiſted at oo 


time 
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time this prophecy was delivered, NES gh he did no 
flouriſh until about 170 years after this period. 


- ſignal proof of his perfect foreknowledge, who — 


the things that are not as though they were, and to 
whom all his works are known from the beginning. 
The words here uſed in relation to this prince, plain- 
ly intimate, that the Almighty would uphold, ſtrength- 
en, and direct him in fulfilling his pleaſure, and con- 
duct him ſafely through the hazardous enterpriſe 
wherein he was to engage. Jo ſubdue nations before 
him, and to bring them into ſubjection to his autho. 
rity. Theſe extenſive conqueſts the Perſian mo- 
narch, in his royal proclamation I lately mentioned, 
aſcribed to the interpoſition of the Lord God of hea- 
ven, who gave him, as he acknowledged, all the 
kingdoms of the earth. —And [ will looſe the loins 0 4 
kings. The monarchs of eaſtern nations. were acc 
tomed anciently to wear girdles about their loins, 
which were conſidered as giving ſtrength and firm. 
neſs to their bodies; and being richly decorated, ſer. 
ved as badges of royal diguity. When, therefore, 
God declares that he would deprive them of their 
_ girdles, and looſe their loins, the expreſſion imports, 
that he would diveſt them of their power and ma- 
jeſty, and reduce them to a mean and contemptible 
condition. This prediction was remarkably verified 
in the Aſiatic princes, who were ſtruck with terror at 
the victories of Cyrus, and by him ftript of their 
thrones and kingdoms.—Ta open before him the two- 
leaved gates, &c. The gates of fortified cities, eſpe- 
cially thoſe of Babylon, are, I ſuppoſe, chiefly intend- 


ed. The gates of that city, leading from the ſtreets 


to the river, were providentially left open in the ge- 
neral diſorder, occaſioned by the great feaſt celebra- 


ted-at the time Cyrus's forces entered the city by 


night, through the channel of the Euphrates. And 
the gates of the palace were raſhly opened, to en- 
- quire what was the cauſe of the tumult without, when 
the Perſian and Median older ruſhed in and took 
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poſſeſſion of the royal reſidence. . Thus was accom- * 
pliſhed what i is here foretold. S Oe 


21 will go before thee, and make the crook- | 
ed places ſtraight : I will break in pieces the 


oy of braſs, and cut in ſunder che bars of 


F Ather encouraging alſurances are given to the 
perſon, who was honoured with the deſignation of the 


Anointed of the Lord.— I will go before thee, ſaith 


God, to make my way plain before thy face, to re- 
move obſtructions,” to conduct thee ſucceſsfully thro” 
thy marches and enterpriſes, and to crown thy ex- 
ertions with certain conqueſt and victory. And make 
the crooked places, ftraight. All the impediments 
which might retard or hinder thy career to triumph 
and renown, ſhall be taken out of the way, by the 
interpoſition of my providence ;in conſequence where- 
of thy work ſhall become eaſy and proſperous.— I 
will break in pieces the gates of braſs, &c. The ſpa- 
cious gates of Babylon are ſaid to have been made 
of ſolid braſs, and ſecured by large iron bars. Theſe 
ſtrongly fortified gates Jehovah declared he would 
entirely demolith, to open a paſſage for this great 
prince and his army, into the palaces and the inte- 
rior parts of that great city, which was depndedi im- 
pregnable hy human art and ſtrength. 


3 And I will give thee the 3 of 4 
neſs, and hidden riches of ſecret places, that 
thou mayeſt know, that I the LORD, which 
call hee by thy name, am the God of Iſrael. 


The immenſe ſtores of rich men are . * 
poſited in obſcure hidden places, where they are ſup- 
poſed to be ſafeſt, and leaſt endangered by the hand 
of fraud and violence. The vaſt abundance of pre- 
cious things, which had been ſecretly laid up and-ie- 
cured by their TR poſſeſſors, wherever conceal- 

ed, 


ed, God, the ſovereign Lord of att, dechares that he 
was to give to the king of Perſla. Flis aſſurance was 
fully verified; for the Moſt High did indeed give 
into his hands, the vaſt riches of many kingdoms: in 
Aſia, which have been eſtimated at one hundred and 


twenty millions, two hundred and twenty four thou- 


ſand pounds Sterling *. The Lord God gave him the 
treaſures of Babylon, that certainly were very great, 
and the wealth of Crœſus, who was rich to à proverb, 


and celebrated beyond all the kings of that age for 


his opulence. This prince delivered up his riches to 


Cyrus, with an account of the particulars with which 


every waggon was loaded. The predictzon and the 
accompliſhment of this remarkable circumſtance, were 
intended to convey this important leſſon to the Per- 
ſian monarch T hat thou mn mayeſe know that I the Lord, 
&c. That thou mayeſt be 
yah, who appointed, and called, and employet thee 
in this ſervice, and determined all the events which 
thou art to eflect, is the God of Iſrael. Of this mo- 
mentous truth he ſeems to have been perfuaded, in 
the edict which he publiſhed relative to the rebuild- 


ing of the houſe of God at Jeruſalem. —Indeed' the 


various furpriſing diſpenſations of providence are de- 
ſigned to inſtruct men, that verily there is a God who 
ruleth on the earth, and who giveth the kingdoms 
thereof to whomſoever he will. This plain truth 
we ought to learn from thoſe events, which elearly 
evince that God alone giveth men power to get wealth; 
ns that riches and honour come of him. 


4 For Jacob my ſervant's ſake, and Incl 


mine elec, I have even called thee by thy 
name : I have ſurnamed thee, ORs: "thou 
haſt not known me. 


The reaſons are here ſpecified. UE FY God of 71. 
rael nominated this heathen prince, who was igno- 
rant of his exiſtence and Perron to execute this 
. arduous 
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ully ſatisfied that Jeho- 


2 


* * 1 


2 


r G> 


u e 05 © Og vs 


| Vin. . © PROPHECIES or ISAJAH. 4% 


arduous work ; why he honoured him with ſo many 


marks of his favour, and crowned his efforts with fuc- 


ceſs, The firſt reaſon aſſigned for this diſpenſation 
is taken from the gracious regard which God diſco- 
yered for the poſterity of Iſrael, his peculiar people, 
who were very. cruelly treated, and greatly appreſ- 
ſed by the king of Babylon. To inflict righteous 
vengeance on the prince and his people, who grie- 
voufly maltreated his ſervants; God raiſed up Cyrus, 
and granted him the commiſſion mentioned in the 
former verſes. The other reaſon, is deduced from 
the neceſlity of this meaſure ; to obtain the deliver- 
ance of God's choſen people from captivity and ſer- 
vitude, to reſtore them to liberty and their own land, 
and give uſeful inſtruction reſpecting the government 
of God to the nations of the earth. For theſe pur- 
poſes / Have even called thee even by thy name, and ex- 
preſsly appointed thee, and qualified thee to perform 
the ſervice to which thou art deftined by my purpoſe. 

I have ſurnamed thee, &c. 1 have particularly 
characterized thee, and pointed out thy country, fa- 
mily, and deſignation ; and I have endowed thee 
with thoſe gifts and abilities that are requiſite for ac- 
compliſhing the peculiar work wherein you are to be 
employed. The God of Iſrael was pleaſed to inveſt 
him with all the power and dignity to which he wag 
elevated; though ignorant to whom he was indebted 
for theſe important benefits. Notwithſtanding the 
Perſians entertained juſter notions of God than the 
other heathen nations, it appears from the expreſſion 
here uſed, and repeated in the verſe that immediately 
follows, that the object of religious worſhip in Perſia, 
was not the ſame with that of the Jews. The Per- 
tians profeſſed to believe in an eternal ſelf-exiſtent 
God, with whoſe immenſity and omnipreſence they 
were ſo penetrated, that they eſteemed it a ſort of 
impiety to erect temples to his ſervice, which they 
ſuppoſed conveys the idea of locality. They were 
therefore moſt proper inſtruments to inflict the judg- 
ments of God upon a people addicted to the groſſeſt 

Vol. III. „ idolatry. 
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idolatry. And their illuſtrious prince, wha for long 
time was inſenſible that the true God admirably fur- 
niſhed him for this buſineſs, and employed him to 
execute his pleaſure, afterward aſcribed to him the 
| glory he . | | 


| 5 J I am the LORD, al there is none elle, 
3 75 no god beſide me: 1 girded thee, 
though thou haſt not Known me : 


With what majeſty and authority doth the Bring 
God aſſert his ſupreme divinity and ſovereign domi- 
nion! With what ſimplicity and dignity doth he an- 
nounce to the world the important truth here affirm- 
ed, which he demonſtrates by all the wonderful ope- 
rätions of his providence; and which, if believed, 
would baniſh idolatry from the earth, and ſubſtitute 
in its place the worſhip of the Moſt High, whoſe 
name alone is Jehovah.— I am the Lord, the ſelf-ex- 
iſtent, all-ſufficient God; the Creator, the Preſerver, 
the Proprietor, and Diſpoſer of all perſons and events. 
— And there is none elſe, in heaven or in earth, that 
18 worthy to be compared to him ; who at all times, 
and in all places, doeth whatſoever ſeemeth good in 

his ſight—/ girded thee. The gods that Cyrus knew 
and worſhipped, did not prepare him for entering on 
the expeditions in which he embarked ; they did not 
give him ſtrength and ſkill for the battle ; nor was 
he in any meaſure obliged to them for victory and 
ſucceſs. For all theſe things he was indebted to the 
God of Iſrael, who girded him for the wu, and ren- 
dered him proſperous i in the moſt hazardous atclueve- 
ments. | i 


6 That they may know 8. the riſing of 
the ſun, and from the weſt, that there is none 
beſide me, 1 am the LORD, and 8 177 None 


elle. 


The important deſign He w ch God foretold and 
accompliſhed 


nd 
16d 
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accompliſhed the events above mentioned, is parti- 
cularly ſpecified in theſe words. Whilſt the Jewa 
were detained in captivity at Babylon, they heheld 
the exact fulfilment of ſome of the predictions de- 
livered by Iſaiah and the other prophets of the Lord; 
and had placed fully in their view the moſt convin- 
cing evidences of. the divinity: of the God of their 
fathers. The Babylonians, and the other nations 
with whom they had intercourſe, had alſo exhibited 
before them, by the deliverance of the Jewiſh people 
from captivity, ſtriking proofs that the Lord is God, 
and the beſt means of bringing them to the acknow- 
ledgment of this momentous truth. The inhabitants. 
of remote kingdoms informed of this event, would 
naturally be induced to enquire concerning the Lord, 
God of Iſrael, who ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, him-, 
ſelf above all the gods of the nations; what kind of 
religion the Jews profeſſed, and wherein it excelled 
that of other people. Such inquiries as would ſpon; 
tanioufly ariſe from the above mentioned damen, 
nary events, opened the way for bringing many, in 
diſtant lands, in both the eaſtern and weſtern regions 
of the earth, to the knowledge and belief of the on- 
ly true God. Thus one great end was attained; 2.20 
effect which, God anointed, enriched, called, AG 
girded for war the Perſian monarch. ? | 


71 form the light and create darkneſs : 
mos peace, and create evil. I. the - LOKD 
do all theſe things. b Medes 


What a magnificent deforivtiow well e to 
the preſent occaſion, doth Jehoyah give of his 
omnipotence. - The Perſians among whom Cyrus 
was educated, maintained that there were two ſu- 
preme independent cauſes; the one, the Author of 


good, the other of evil to mankind, who were repre- 


ſented by their proper emblems, light and darkneſs. 
in reference to this abſurd opinion, Jehovah alerts 
by the Frophet, in the moſt ſigniſicant terms, his e- 

ternal 


* 


47 LECTURES on Tas: Car. XLV. 


ternal power and Godhead, and explicitly affirms, 
that the light and the darkneſs, are his creatures or- 
dained and permitted to execute his wiſe purpoſes. 
I form the light. When I created the heavens and 
the earth, I commanded the light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs ; I ſaid let there be light, and there was 
light. I made two great lights; the greater to rule 
the day, and the leſſer to rule the night: I made the 
ſtars alſo, and ſet them in the firmament of heaven, 
to give light upon the earth. The day is mine, the 
night alſo is mine; I have prepared the light, and 
the ſun, which are cheering and comfortable to the 
children of men; which ſhew them their work, and 
how it ought to be performed, whilſt they exhibit the 
excellence and the beauties of creation. I form not 
only the natural light, but every thing that comes 
under the deſcription of light. I create the light of 
proſperity, which brings people into view, and ren- 
ders them conipicuous on account, of their wealth 
and power; which cheers their ſpirits, and affords a. 
greeable opportunity of performing the various ſervi- 
ces incumbent upon them l make the light of the 
ſpiritual world, the ſun of righteouſneſs, to ariſe with 
healing under his wings, that he may enlighten the 
Gentiles, and be the glory of my people Iſrael That 
he may illuminate the world by his doctrine, Spirit, 
and example; by the miniſtry of his ſervants, and 
the lives of his diſciples, who walk as children 
of light. And 1 irradiate the minds of my peculiar 
people, who are made light in the Lord, and cauſe 
them to ſhine forth as lights in the world. Well 
doth it become us to acknowledge with gratitude the 
ſovereign mercy of God the Lord, who hath ſhewed 
us light; whilit the dark places of the earth are full 
of the habitations of ignorance and cruelty, and the 
worſhip of idols. He ſends the light of the know- 
ledge of his glory to one place, and not to another. 
Some countries, which for ages were covered with 
darkneſs, he hath viſited with the light of the goſpel; 
others, which had long enjoyed that light, —— 
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lying in darkneſs. By the former diſpenſation, he 


diſplays his rich mercy ; by the — his cen 4 
judgment. 


And create darkneſs, which in the liter ſenſe, is 
occaſioned by the departure of the ſun in the firma- 
ment, and the abſence of natural light, This ſtated: 
return of darkneſs, which ranks follows the pri- 
vation of light, is the effect of my creating power 
and wife appointment.—l (faith the Lord) create the 
darkneſs of affliction, calamity and ſorrow, which 
render the condition of men uncomfortable and diſ- 
trefling. Involved m adverſity they fall mto obſcu- 
rity, and ſuch a ſeaſon proves to them a time of 
wrath, of trouble, and diſtreſs; a day of waſteneſs and 
deſolation, a day of darkneſs and gloomineſs, a day 
of clouds and thick dackneſs.—1 create the darkneſs 
of inward diſtreſs and dejection in the minds of men, 
by withdrawing the light of my word, the inſtruc- 
tions of my ſervants, and the enlivening influences of 
my ſpirit, in conſequence whereof ſpiritual light is 
turned into obſcurity. This darkneſs the Lord God 
produces in his adorable providence, as the juſt pu- 
niſhment of the contempt and abuſe of the light he 
had afforded. —Both light and darkneſs are entirely 
at his diſpoſal, who appoints them their ſeveral times 
and places, and by this glortous prerogative he is diſ- 


| tinguithed from the idols honoured by blinded na- 


tions. Good of every kind, and all that is compri- 
ſed in darkneſs comes from God, though oft times 


conveyed by the operation of ſecond cauſes: 


Convinced that all our felicity and all our troubles 
are ordered by him who hath ordained the revolu- 
tions of light and darkneſs ; let us acknowledge his 
ſupreme hand in every condition whether joyful or 
lorrowful, and ſtudy to improve every circumſtance, 
whether proſperous | or adverſe. I make peace. I 
grant deliverance both from outward and inward dif: 
turbance to individuals and nations; and confer up- 
on them that accumulation of bleſſings, which are 
neceuaiy to the enjoyment of tranquillity and vo 
ne{s 


* 
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neſs. I am the giver of that peace which includes 
all manner of proſperity. 1 caule hoſtilities to ceaſe 
among ſtates and kingdoms; I ſet them free from fo- 
reign war and domeſtic feuds, from contention and 
tumult,andeſtabliſh deſirable concord and good agree- 
ment. I make that ſacred peace whereby thoſe who 
were enemies to me in their minds and by wicked 
works, are reconciled through the promiſed Mefliah 
who is their peace. I reſtore their fouls to order and 
ſerenity, and convey to them peace that paſſeth all 
underitanding, to keep their hearts and minds. Thus 
I keep them in perfect peace whoſe minds are ſtay- 
ed upon me, becauſe they truſt in me. I grant tran- 
quillity to the churches of the ſaints, by ſuppreſſing 
thoſe turbulent paſſions which excite ſtrife and con- 
fuſion, by beſtowing, and bringing into action thoſe 
good diſpoſitions which incline men to keep the uni- 
ty of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, and to follow 
peace with people of every deſcription. —* Now the 
Lord of peace himſelf, give you ponge always by all | 
means: The Lord be with you all. * 
And create evil. Though the conſummate recti- 
tude and infinite purity of Jehovah, clearly evince 
the abſolute impofſibility that God is the author of 


, 


n or moral evil; yet from ſcripture and from, facts, P 
it is evident that he preſerves tranſgreſſors in exiſt- 10 
ence, that he does not effectually hinder them from n 


committing iniquity, which in the courſe of his ad- i 
miniſtration he renders ſubſervient to ſome valuable 


purpoſes. Though he neither conſtrains nor inelines | 
any one to the practice of evil, but on the contrary le 
withholds from ſin, and denouncts againſt it the Ea 

molt awful threatenin gs; yet having permitted it to ar 

exiſt among mankind, he on that account ſpeaks of th 


it as entirely under his controul and at his diſpoſal; 
who cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth 
he any man.—The evil of affliction, which is the na- 
- tural and juſt conſequence of tranſgreſſion, I ſuppoſe 
"= here N intended. The N Amos in- 
| l quires 
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quires * Shall there be evil in the city and the Lod 
hath not done it? I reply ſurely, not.” Do you alk; 
How is this anſwer conſiſtent with the righteouſneſs, | 


the holineſs, the mercy, and other perfeCtions of Je-_ 


hovah. Afffictions are nominal evils, but in reality 
they prove uſeful and ſalutary; they maniteſt the 
glory of God's divine excellencies ; they promote the 
beſt intereſts of his people; they are neceſſary to the 
government of the world in its preſent ſtate; they 
check the progreſs of wickedneſs, and ſhew the 
dreadful conſequences of incurring the wrath of the 
Almighty. In this view, how majeftic, how autho- 


ritative are theſe words, I create evil! I ſend forth 


the lightenings and the thunders, the froſts and the 
inows, the winds and the rains; whether tor correc- 
tion or mercy to the individual or to the land. I 
command the ſword to devour, the peſtilence to de- 
ſtroy, the famine to conſume, the fire to waſte, the 
waters to overthrow, and the enemy to ravage and 


lead into captivity. From me diſeaſes and death re- 


ceive their commiſſion, by me they are directed 
where and to whom they ſhall go; they ſeize upon 
the wicked as the juſt puniſhment of their tins, and 
to the righteous they are part of the neceſſary diſci- 
pline of their father's family.— / the Lord do all theſe 
things, according to my ſovereign pleaſure, in the beſt 
manner, at the moſt proper ſeaſons, and to accom: 
pliſh the moſt important purpoles. * 
$ Drop down, ye heavens, from abaye, and | 
et the ſkies pour down righteouſneſs: let the 
carth open, and let them bring forth ſalvation, 
and let righteouſneſs ſpring up together. 1 


the LORD have created it. 7 


Theſe words remarkable for beauty and foblimity: | 
may be conſidered as exprefling the ſovereign com- 
mand of Jehovah, or the earneſt requeſt ofthe church. 
They are evidently hyperbolical and contain a fine 
ſentiment, an elegant _— of 1 _ 
| . 


that ſeldom occurs an ſcripture. They repreſent in 
ſplended terms according to the primary ſenſe, the 


Joyful conſequences of the reſtoration of Judah from 


captivity to their own land, abounding in peace and 


lenty. In the more recondite myſtical ſenſe under 
this oſtenſible image, they exhibit the happier ſtate 


of the church, enjoying the bleſſings of the Meſſiab's 
redemption, and flouriſhing in holineſs and righteouſ. 
neſs—and completely comprehending both, they 
may be diſtinctly referred to either. The imagery 


of nature being equally ſuited to expreſs ideas of hy. 
man and divine things; it admits of a degree of am- 


biguity eſſential to this kind of figure. Through the 
whole of the verſe there is an uncommon elevation 
of language, a brilliancy of metaphor, intimating that 
ſomething of a moſt important nature lies concealed 
within, into which the prophet would have us to pe- 
netrate. How forcible,” how diverſified, how admi- 
Table the compoſition which we proceed to develope. 

Drop down ye heavens from above, &c. This fer- 
vent prayer of the church, or ſupreme divine com- 
mand intimates, that during the time the Jews were 
in captivity at Babylon the heavens had been ſhut ; 
the bleſſings of righteouſneſs and ſalvation, whichare 


the effects of the kind providence and favour of God, 
had been reſtrained, and were ſcarcely viſible, whilſt 


the inhabitants of the earth were not diſpoſed to re- 

ceive them. The appearance of things however was to 
be entirely changed, and to aſſume a different aſpect 
under the auſpicious reign of Cyrus, a prince cele- 


brated for his generoſity and equity. Under his go- 


vernment juſtice with all manner of proſperity, which 
ſeemed to have forſaken the earth were to flouriſh. 
The faithfulneſs of God was to be diſplayed in fulfil- 
ling his promiſes, juſt retribution was to be diſpe 


to his people by their deliverance from captivity, and 


| reſtoration to liberty; and righteous deſerved ven- 
geance was to be inflicted on their enemies., .. Theſe 


important benefits were to be thankfully received by 


the inhabitants of the earth, among whom ſhould 
| | Po F370, 14 7 BRO 
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and terminates in eternal life. Let the earth oo 


455 


ſpring up large abundance of precious fruits, where- 
by the mercy and power of Jehovah were to be glo- 
riouſly manifeſted; This, if I miſtake not, ſeems to 


be the primary import of the words; which 1 ſuppoſe 


ought chiefly' to be conſidered in their ſpiritual ſenſe, 
that falls next to be inveſtigated.  —- 

The heavens and the ſkies which are here addreſ. 
ſed, may denote, in this view, the celeſtial repolito- 
ries from whence God conveys to his people the bleſ- 
ſings of his grace, in conſequence whereof ſpiritual 
falvation flouriſhes among them—The ſacred trea- 


| ſures of goodneſs and righteouſneſs, with every bene- 


fit contained in the unſearchable riches of the Son of 
God, which are communicated by the Holy Spirit 
to enlighten, ſanctify, and beautify the minds of 
men according to the divine good pleaſure. By the 
righteouſneſs which the heavens are requeſted, or com- 
manded to pour upon the earth, may be meant the 
righteouſneſs of God which is by f faith of Jeſus.Chriſt, 
that is unto all and upon all them that believe. 
Through the perfect obedience of the great Meſliah, 
who is emphatically denominated, * The Lord our 
* righteouſneſs, ſalvation flows to mankind, with 
abundance of grace which reigns and brings un- 
der law to him, who faith in ver. 22. Look unto 
me and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth.“ 

The empire of grace diſplays to higheſt advantage 
the juſtice of God; it produces righteouſneſs in men, 


&c. Let the inhabitants of the earth, whether Jews 
or Gentiles, be prepared under, the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, by faith and repentance, to give a wel- 


come reception to that righteouſneſs which is accom- 


panied with ſalvation, and which God never fails to 
impart to thoſe who are diſpoſed to receive them with 
humility and gratitude. Compliance with this de- 
mand is indiſpenſibly requiſite that people become 
partakers of theſe celeſtial gifts, and manifeſt their 


divine efficacy in holineſs of life. ind let them brinz 
forth ſalvation; hp rad conſiſts in deliverance from 
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the greateſt evils; in reſtoration to the favour and im. 


age of God; and the enjoyment of the moſt ſubſtan. 

tial bleſſings. Let them aſſiduouſly endeavour to ex. 
hibit its real nature, its tranſcendent excellence, its 
indiſpenſible neceſſity, and ſalutary operations. dnd 


let righteouſneſs ſpring up together. Salvation and 


- righteouſneſs are intimately and inſeparably connect. 
ed. The everlaſting righteouſneſs brought in by the 
Meſſiah is neceſſary to ſalvation, and falvation inva- 
riably produces the practice of righteouſnels, of which 
it conſtitutes an eſſential ingredient ; ſo that the one 


always ſprings up with the other. Theſe two preci. 
ous bleſſings uniformly make their appearance toge- 
ther, and have a reciprocal influence upon each o- 


ther, and are therefore here con joined with the great- 
eſt propriety.— I the Lord have created it: by my 
authoritative command theſe important benefits are 


conveyed to my people in large meaſures i in anſwer 


to their prayers. 

The fulfilment of this propheoy cannot be limit, 
ed to the time of the Jews reſtoration from captivity, 
though it was then partially verified under the go- 
vernment of Cyrus. Its true and full completion, I 
imagine, is to be looked for under the New Teſta- 
ment, after the appearance of the Meſſiah, who was 
ſent down from heaven to bring in everlaſting righte- 


ouſneſs and ſalvation ; from whence the Holy Spirit 


is alſo ſent, to impart the principles of righteouſneſs 
and the earneſts of ſalvation, which being thankfully 
received and cheriſhed, extend their benign influence 
over the earth. Preludes of this more perfect mani- 
feſtation of the kingdom of God, foretold to take 


place after the advent of the meſſenger of the cove- 


nant, have been enjoyed; and its full accompliſhment 
may be expected when his righteouſneſs and ſalva- 


tion, accompanied with faith and repentance, with 
holineſs and conſolation, are publiſhed to the whole 


world.—Let us then earneſtly pray for theſe promt- 
ſed effects of the incarnation of the Son of God, and 
the deſcent of his 28 which are ſet forth in the 

| prophecies 
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danger, and to induce them to abandon this deteſta- 
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prophecies under images borrowed from the fruitful- 
neſs of the earth, when watered by rain from hea- 
ven. Let us ſupplicate from God for ourſelves the 
gifts of righteouſneſs and ſalvation, with all the ineſ- 
— bleſſings comprehended in them and con- 
nected with them; ſuch as the juſtification of our 
perſons, the renovation of our minds, the ſanctifica- 
tion of our natures, and grace to ſerve him with re- 
verence, delight, and joy. | 


Wo unto him that ſtriveth with his Ma- 


ker! Let the potſherd frive with the pot- 
therds of the earth. Shall the clay ſay to him 


that faſhioneth it, What makeſt . ? or 1 
work, He hath no hands? 


Our Prophet next directs his diſcourſe to- RE hs 
cenſurers of the ways of God toward his people, who 
vilified and deſpiſed the predictions and threatenings 
delivered by his ſervants, as impracticable and not 
to be fulfilled. Perſons of this deſcription among the 
Jews, of whom God was the Maker in a peculiar 
tenſe, were doubtleſs chiefly intended; though every 
one poſſeſſing this unhappy temper, and addicted to 


this practice, is unqueſtionably expoſed to the wo and 


miſery here denounced. Thoſe who were primarily 
addreſſed, were at variance with God their Creator 
on two accounts: V, Becauſe he permitted his people 
to be led captive by their enemies, into a diſtant coun- 
try where they were oppreſſed. And, 2dly, Becauſe 
notwithſtanding the ſervants of the Lord ſpake much 
concerning their liberation ; the event ſeemed alto- 
gether improbable, and beyond even the power of 
God to effect. Theſe however are not the only 
grounds on which men ſtrive with their Maker. They 
contend with him by murmuring at his diſpenſations; 
by reſiſting his authority; and by contemning his in- 
ſtructions. To convince perſons who indulge in any 
of theſe erimes, to alarm them with a ſenſe of their 


ble 
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ble conduct, I ſhall ſubjoin a few words on each of 


theſe particulars. 

Some ſtrive with their Maker by murmuring at 
his diſpenſations. God, my brethren, is the ſovereign 
wiſe diſpofer of all perſons and events. He allots to 


every one his proper ſtation; he appoints every cir. 
cumſtance relative to his condition, and diſpenſes to 


him that portion of proſperity and adverſity, which 


ſhall prove moſt conducive to his own glory, and the 


benefit of his people. None have right to ſay unto 
him, What doeſt thou? all without exception ought 
to expreſs humble unreſerved ſubmiſſion to whatever 


God is pleaſed to order; convinced that every thing 


is intended to promote the moſt gracious purpoſes. 


Alas! however, there are not a few who contend 


with their Maker, as to the equity and rectitude of 
his diſpenſations with which they are diſſatisfied. 


They are forward and obſtinate, inſenſible or diſguſt- 


ed, and averſe to comply with the will of God, inti- 
mated by the events with which they are connected. 


Thus they impeach the wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and 
goodneſs of Jehovah, and ſet themſelves to oppoſe 


the diſpenſations of his providence.—Some ftrive with 
their Maker by refifting his authority: The moſt 
high God is King of kings, and Lord of lords, who 
gives laws and ordinances to all his creatures; parti- 
cularly to man, who in all reſpects is under law to 


his Creator. Yet alas! man, fooliſh man, who is leſs. 
than nothing and vanity, preſumptuouſly, tranſgreſſes 


in a thouſand inſtances the commandments of his Ma- 
ker, and practically declares with the men of Judah, 


; who ſaid, We will walk after our own devices, and we 


© will every one do the imagination of his own heart“; 


and with the proud Egyptian monarch, * Who. is: the 
Lord that I ſhould obey his voice +?* To Pharaoh, God 


laid, let my people go; to man he faith, let go your 


fins. He that refuſeth to obey the divine authority 
contendeth with- the Almighty, and ſhall affuredly - 


find if he holds faſt iniquity, that it will prove more 
atal to him than the detaining of Iſrael in e, 
d 
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did to the king and people of Egypt. Others ſtrive 
with their Maker by contemning his inſtructions. 
God graciouſly vouchfafes to make known their du- 
ty to mankind, by means of the dictates of conſcience, 


by the truths and precepts of his holy word, by the 


illuſtrious example of his own Son, and his upright 


ſervants. To incline men to hearken to theſe in- 


ſtructions, and to render them effectual, he ſtrives 
with them by his Spirit who convinces of fin, warns 
of the danger of tranſgreſſion, points out the only 
way of relief to them that are ready to periſh, and 
the paths of righteouſneſs wherein they ought to walk. 


Now he that diſregards the remonſtrances of con- 


ſcience, the directions of the word and ſervants of God, 


and inſtead of cheriſhing, reſiſts the operations of the 


Holy Spirit, whereby he 1s grieved and quenched ; 
that perſon ſtrives againſt his Maker. If ſubjects ſtrive 
with their prince, and ſervants with their maſters, by 
refuſing to ſubmit to their appointments, their au- 
thority and inſtructions ; do not thoſe contend with 
God who a& in the ſame manner toward him ? | 

_ Againſt perſons of this deſcription, complicated 
mitery and wo is here denounced. Though they 
may ſeem happy and chearful, in the enjoyment of 
temporal eaſe and proſperity, yet in the midſt of their 
laughter there is heavineſs. All their joys reſemble 
the crackling of thorns under a pot, which make 


2 blaze for a ſhort time, and ſoon die in obſcu- 


rity. Wo is his portion ; for whom God pronoun- 
ces miſerable, are indeed miſerable. * With ſuch 
' froward perſons, God will ſhew himſelf froward ; 

'and he will walk contrary to them who walk con- 
* trary to him. How deplorable the ſtate of that man 
who is in ſuch a caſe as this! ! © Trouble and anguiſh | 
* ſhall make him afraid; they ſhall prevail againſt - 
him, for he ſtretcheth out his hand againſt God, and 
ſtrengtheneth himſelf againſt 'the Almighty ; he 

* runneth upon him, even upon his neck, upon the 
thick boſſes of 29 buckler *. Such is the miſery 


2 Job 150 et ſeg. 
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aſſigned to him that ſtriveth with his Maker; which 
I have ſet forth in the language of ſcripture, that I 


might not be thought either to aggravate or diminiſh 


it. —One wo is paſt, but another quickly cometh, 


when the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be revealed from | 


heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, ta- 
king vengeance on them who have not obeyed. the 
goſpel, but contended againſt God. Then thoſe his 
enemies, who would not that he ſhould reign over 
them, he will order to be brought forth, and to be 
flain before his face. Can their hands endure, and 
their hearts be ſtrong in the day that God will deal 


with them, and render unto them according to their 


works ?—Do not endeavour to extenuate this ſin by 
exculing your oppoſition to God ; attributing it to 
bad education, Ill example, the ſtrength of tempta- 
tion, the corruption of nature, the impetuoſity of 


paſtion, and the difficulty of performing duty. Ra- 
ther acknowledge with humility, the folly, the im- 


piety, and ingratitude of your conduct in ſtriving 
with God, who is infinitely wiſe, powerful, and good; 
and who hath abſolute right to diſpoſe of you and 
all your intereſts; and beſeech him to be merciful 
unto you for his great name's ſake. May theſe wea- 
© Pons of our warfare prove mighty through God, to 
the pulling down of ſtrong holds, caſting down every 
imagination, and every high thing that exalteth it- 
ſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and bringing mto 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Chriſt; 
having in a readineſs to revenge all diſobedience when 
your obedience is fulfilled. Then will you give unto 
God that unlimited ſubjection he juſtly demands, and 
eſcape the wo denounced againſt thoſe who ſtrive 
with their Maker. - 


Let the porſherd Arie with the potſherde: of the 


earth. Potſherds, you know, are broken pieces of 
brittle earthen veſiels, which are the work of the 
potter. They are here intended to denote the mean 
frail ſtate of mankind, whoſe bodies, though curiouſly 
faſhioned by the fkilful hand of fw, are eaſil⸗ 
injur 
* Exod. v. I, et ſeq Y 
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injured _ broken to pieces. If men who are weak 
and infirm, and continually liable to be hurt, muſt 
needs ſtrive, let them contend one with another; but 
let them never pretend to ſtruggle with one who is 
infinitely their ſuperior. Though naturally impotent, 
it frequently happens that they are turbulent and 
contentious. The ſeeds of diſcord ſown in the hu- 
man conſtitution, ſeldom fail to ſpring up, and to 
produce the moſt diſagreeable effects; ſuch as wars 
and fightings, confulion, and every evil work. Every 
appearance of theſe noxious diſpoſitions ſhould be 
carefully ſuppreſſed; eſpecially ought every thing 
to be avoided which diſcovers the groſs impiety that 
the words under conſideration are intended to check. 
ball the clay ſay to him that faſhioneth it, &c. 
Our Prophet tarther aſſerts the tupreme domimon 
which God hath over his creatures, and expoſes the 
groſs abſurdity of thoſe who find fault with the diſ- 
penſations, the authority, and inſtructions of Jehovah. 
If the potter hath power over the clay to form it into 
what thape, and to make of it what veſſels he thinks 
proper, though he did not give it exiſtence, and 
hath only the temporary poſſeſſion of it; certain- 
ly the great Lord of all hath an unqueſtionable 
right and power to diſpoſe of the creatures he hath + 
made. His workmanſhip hath no right whatever 
to ſay inſultingly to him who faſhioned it, What 
makeſt thou; or he hath no hands? This conduct 
would be as abſurd as if the clay were to quarrel 
with the potter for putting it into ſuch a form as he 
gave it. The apoſtle of the Gentiles, in perfect con- 
ſiſtency with the ſpirit and deſign of this paſſage, 
plainly refers to it * when aſſerting the ſovereign right 
of the Lord God, to do with his own what he pleaſes; 
to make one veſſel vhto honour, and another to diſ- 
honour. The argument here uſed by Iſaiah, to ſilence 
the murmurs of fuolith men at God's providential dit. 
enſations, the apoſtle Paul employs to put a ſtop to 
diſputes relative to the eternal purpoſes of God, ac- 
Forduug to which he diſpoſes of men as * good 


* Rom. ix. 21. 


| 15 Iſrael, and his Maker, Aſk me of things 
| o 


462  LECTURESon Thz Cr. XLx. 
in his fight. A better and more concluſive argument 


could not have been adduced on the ſubjed. 


IO Wo unto him that ſaith unto FEE father, 
What begetteſt thou? or to the woman, What 


haſt thou brought forth? 


The extreme folly . and forma of the inſolent ca- 
vils of preſumptuous people are farther repreſented 


in theſe words. To cenſure and condemn divine 


diſpenſations of any kind, is to act a part as unrea- 
ſonable and abſurd as the ſon who would impudent- 
ly ſay to his father or mother, You are altogether 
unfit to be a parent, it is improper that you. have 
any more children ; as you are incapable of mana- 
ging and directing them. Indeed the ſon who i in 
this manner contemptuouſly reproaches his 

rents, doth not act fo diſreſpectfully toward them, 
(who may be very deficient in performing their 
duty), as he that dares to challenge and upbraid 
his Maker in terms like theſe, What makeſt thou? 


what haſt thou done ?—Thus did our Prophet re- 


ply to the calumnies of thoſe who blamed the dil- 


penſations of Providence toward the Jewiſh people, 


who impiouſly found fault with their Maker, becauſe 


He ſuffered them to be led captive and oppreſſed by 


the Babylonians, after he had elevated them to a 
rich, powerful, and flouriſhing ſtate—And by.the 
arguments we have been conſidering, he clay 
ſhews, that the conduct of ſuch fretful, diſcontented 
perſons, is highly reprehenſible and criminal. Would 
to God that his reaſoning on this topic were candidly 
and ſeriouſly attended to, by thoſe who ſeem diſſatiſ- 
fied with the divine procedure in various inftances, 


that every mouth may be ſtopt, and all the world 
brought to cordial n. to him who deen all 
things well. | AR 11 


11 Thus faith the LORD, the Holy. One 
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b come concerning my ſons, and concerning 
the work of my hands command ye me. 


The Lord God- appropriates to himſelf the glory 
of delivering his people from oppreſſion, and of fore- 
telling that illuſtrious event, concerning which he 
encourages them to enquire of him, who could give 
fatisfying anſwers to their requeſts. The ſubject is 
introduced with great ſolemnity and authority by 
Jehovah, who claims two important characters of 
which I formerly treated ; namely, the Holy One of 
Iſrael, and his Maker. Under theſe magnificent 


titles, he either addreſſed thoſe who diſſatisfied with 


preſent appearances, were anxious to learn the fu- 
ture fortunes of his people—Or his upri ight ſervants, 
who are incited to have recourſe to him in perplexing 
circumſtances. If the words were directed to the 
former claſs, their import may be ſhortly this. By 
conſulting my prophets as to future events, you ac- 
knowledge that I (in whoſe. name they ſpeak) am 
perfectly acquainted with them; from thence you 
certainly infer that I am the true God, the Governor 
of the Univerſe, and the patron' of my people. By 
acting in this manner, you confeſs that I poſſeſs in- 


finite wiſdom and knowledge, by which all my ope- 


rations are conducted, and therefore none of them 


ought to be cenſured or blamed. Nor ought thoſe 


diſpenſations which relate eſpecially to my children, 
to be repreſented as harſh or ſevere, inconſiſtent with 
the intimate relation wherein 1 ſtand connected with 
them, and the tender affection that I bear to them. 
Whilſt you own that I am the Ruler of the world, 
will you arraign my diſpenſations, and preſume to 
give me orders reſpecting my conduct toward my 
people, who are the objects of my peculiar care ? Ini 
this view, the words adminiſter a ſharp reproof to 
thoſe who calumniated the ways of God.—If they 
were directed to his upright ſervants, they are en- 
couraged to have recourſe to him in perplexing cir- 
cumſtances. At of me with humility and reverence, 
with faith and ſubmiſſion of things to come; not to 
„„ 3 N . may 
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gratify vain curioſity, but that you may be iulind 


ed, and better furniſhed for my ſervice — Concerning 
my ſons. Know then, that if they have been ſo fool- 
iſn as to contend with me, I will viſit their tran. 
greſſions with the rod, nevertheleſs my loving kind- 


_ neſs will I not utterly take from them, nor ſuffer my 


faithfulneſs to fail. —If they are deploring their igno- 


rance and impotence under an afflicting tenſe of their 
need of divine inſtruction and of power from on high; 


J will teach them the way that they ſhould go, and 
{trengthen them in the Lord their God, that they 

may walk up and down in his name. —If terrified at 
the approach of calamity and the proſpect of diſſolu- 
tion, I will enable them to adopt the triumphant 
language, O death! I will be thy plague ; O grave! 
1 will be thy deſtruction. From ſuch information, 


you may learn what they have to expect, and how 
they ought to be employed. And concerning the or: 


of my hands command ye me. The work of God's 
hands, may denote the operations of his providence 

and grace toward his church. Such is his conde- 
ſcending regard to the ſupplications of his ſervants, 
that they may aſk what they will, and it ſhall be 
done unto them, if agreeable to the will of God, and 
conducive to the benefit of his children. Do you 
requeſt of God ftrength to ſupport and defend you, 
wiſdom to inſtru and guide you, the Holy Spirit 
to ſanctify and comfort you. Theſe, and things of 
a ſimilar nature, you are allowed to aſk and expe& 


from him who hears and grants the deſires of the 


humble. 


„ I have made the earth, and created 1 man 
- upon it: 1, even my hands, have ſtretched out 


the heavens, and all their hoſt have I com- | 


manded. 


The Lord God claims the honour of having 
created the univerſe, with all its inhabitants, and 


therefore he cannot be deficient in wiſdom, power 
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and goodneſs, to reſcue his people from captivity by 
means of the illuftrious perſon he was to raiſe up for 
that purpoſe.— / have made the earth. I brought it 
into exiſtence at my pleaſure ; I gave it the conve- 
nient form that it poſſeſſes; and appointed the ſta- 


tion which it occupies among my works. 1 made the 


large mountains and fruitful valleys, whereby its ſur- 
face is diverſified ; the vaſt variety of materials 
whereof it is compoſed ; the trees, the ſhrubs, and 
the corns which it produces, for the ſupport and con- 
venience of its inhabitants—And created man upon 
it, who is the lord and the epitome of the lower part 
of creatiori. I raiſed from the duft the beautiful 


ſtructure of the human body, and gave it the come- 


ly figure, the delicate proportion which it poſſeſſes. 
formed not only his body, whereby he is allied to 
inferior animals, but I created alſo the ſpirit that is 
within him, by which he is connected with ſuperior 
intelligences : TI endowed him with thoſe noble 
faculties of reaſon and underſtanding that adorn and 
dignify his mind. —f, even my hands have ſtretched 
out the heavens. In ſcripture, hands, which are the 
inſtruments wherewith men perform their work, are 
attributed to Jehovah, to ſignify the power whereby 
he executes his work with the moſt exquiſite ſkill 
and ability, ſo as in all reſpects it is complete and 


perfect. I extended the clouds, from whence the 


earth is watered ; I gave exiſtence to the immenſe 
regions of the air ; I ſtretched out the immeaſurable 
expanſe, wherein are placed the luminaries that en- 
lighten the habitation of man; and the imperial hea- 
vens, wherein I have my ſpecial reſidence, with all 
my holy ones. And all their hoſt have I commanded. 


The expreſſion ſeems to allude to the commander of 
a great army, who points out the ſtations, and directs 


the movements of every part of it, and orders them 


out on whatever ſervices he pleaſes. Jehovah hath 


entirely at his direction and command all the angels, 
all the planets, all the clouds; they obey his orders, 
and they continue to this day according to his ordi- 

| nance 
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8 contemplation. of the glory of the Lord, 
illuſtriouſly diſplayed in the heavens and the earth, 
ought. to conſtrain us to celebrate his praiſes who ere- 
ated. all things to obey. his ſupreme. authority, whoſe 
kingdom ruleth oyer all; and to confide in his power 
and faithfulneſs to whom nothing 1s impoſſihle. 1 


13 1 have raiſed him up in righteouſach, 
and I will direct all his ways: he ſhall build 


my city, and he ſhall let go my captives, not for 
price nor reward, faith the LORD of hoſts. -- 


The Lord God again declares his purpoſe of raiſing 
up Cyrus king of Perſia, to accompliſh the important 
ſeryice ta which he was deſtined. He was to be call- 
ed forth by the Almighty, to execute the work af. 

ſigned to him in righteouſneſs ; that the equity and 
veracity of God might be diſplayed in the liberation 
of his people, and in the juſt puniſhment. of their e- 
nemies; and that the candour and humanity of 
prince their deliverer might be conſpicuous. Jeho- 
vah was to give him exiſtence, to exalt him to regal / 
dignity, and to crown his enterpriſes with ſucceſs; 
that he might plead the cauſe of his injured. people, 
and ſet them free from captivity. and oppreſſion.— 
He ſhall build my city. Jeruſalem is doubtleſs the ci- 
ty here intended, which God had choſen, wherein he 
delighted to dwell, and which, on ſeveral accounts, 
was called the city. of the Lord. According to this 
prediction, Cyrus by royal proclamation gave orders, 
and offered encouragement for rebuilding the once 
highly favoured 2 of Judea.— He ſpall. let 
ga my capti ves. e who were in a peculiar 
manner the 3 of God, had been long detained 
in captivity at Babylon, were to be generouſly re- 
leaſed, and ſet at liberty by the Perſian. monarch, 
without 1anſom or reward, and allowed to return to 
their own land. This article of the praphecy was 
allo exactly fulſilled by Cyrus, who, without any 
5 <cmpeniatiany diſmiſſed from cheir bondage the N 
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iſh people, and gave them ample encouragement o 
rebuild the temple of. the Lord and the city of Jeru- 
ſalem, wiſhing that the Lord God might proſper them 


in the work; Io give certainty and liable to to theſe 


predictions, the Prophet refers them to their author 
the Lord of hoſts, who rules in the armies. of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth, and who ne- 
ver fails to do as he hath ſaid. —Whilſt we record the 
faithfulneſs of Jehovah, in raiſing up faviours to his 
ancient people; let us celebrate his praiſes who in 


_ righteouſneſs raiſed up for us a far more glorious de- 


liverer than Cyrus; one who is mighty to ſave, whoſe 
way was made plain before him, who builds the church, 
the city of the living God, who proclaims liberty to 
the captives, and the eng of the n to them 


that are bound. 


14 Thus Laith che LORD, The ben jo 
Egypt, and merchandiſe of Ethiopia, and of 
the Sabeans, men of ſtature ſhall come over 
unto thee, and they ſhall be thine : they ſhall _ 
come after thee; in chains they ſhall come 
over: and they ſhall fall down unto thee, they © 
ſhall make fork lication unto thee, /aying, Sure- 
ly God ic in thee; i 220 are i none al, there 


The hap ppy eff of the deliverance above he 
told, emblematical of the more joyful . conſequences 


do reſult from the redemption of the Meſſiah, are re- 


preſented in theſe words, which were primarily ad- 


dreſſed to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem and Judea, 


reſtored to the en of their own city and coun- 
try. After t turn from Babylon, many pro- 
ſelytes of vari tions, eſpecially of thoſe king: 
doms here Wan were to join themſelves to the 
Jewiſh church. Convinced by ſatisfying arguments 
of the truth of their religion, they were to come to 
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of Iacl: to make ſolemn profeſſion of their faith, and 
to requeſt admiſſion into his church. And” after the 
advent of the Meſſiah, under the œconomy of grace, 
the largeſt acceſſionof converts to the faith and obedi: 
ence of the goſpel of Chriſt was to take place, when 
not only individuals, but whole nations, were to bow 
to his ſceptre, to receive his doctrine, to confide in 
his righteouſneſs, and to acknowledge his divinity. 
The labour of Egypt, &c. The land of Egypt a- 
boese with fine flax, of which the inhabitants 
ſpun large quantities of yarn, and made fine linen, 
held in univerſal eſtimation on account of its pecu- 
liar excellence. This might be called the ſtaple 
ticle of the trade and labour of that country, from 
which it derived great opulence.— And merchan- 
diſe of Ethiopia; one part of which was ſituated in 
Afia, and another in Africa. Probably the inhabi- 
tants of the country of Abyſſinia, lying to the ſouth. 
weſt of the Red Sea, and to the ſouth of Egypt, are 
_ chiefly intended. The Ethiopians were a very 
numerous powerful people, who could not only have 
brought into the field of battle a prodigious army, 
but could have produced an immenſe number of ar. 
_  tificers and merchants; by whom the kingdom was 
enriched. —And of - the Sabeans ; who dwelt in Ara- 
bia, who were either the poſterity of. Ham the fon of 
Noah, or of Abraham by Keturah ; for among the 
deſcendents of each of them there was a Seba or She- 
ba, from one of whom the Sabeans might have'deri- 
ved their name.— Men of Rlature ſhall come over unto 
thee. This expreſſion may be intended to ſigniff 
that people of the moſt reſpectable appearance, pc 
teffing great affluence, dignity, and authority, from 
among the Egyptians, Ethiopians, and Sabeans, ſome 
of whom are ſaid to have been arkably tall, 
and of large ſtature—were to be converted td Ju 
daiſm, and many of thenr afterward to- the A She 
faith. In conſequence whereof, the fruits of their 
labour and merchandiſe were to be brought over to 
the church, and by them to be confectated — 5 | 
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ſervice and honour. of Jehovah, to whom they were 


to dedicate themſelves and all their poſſeſſions. 


And they ſhall be thine. They were to devote not 
only their ſubſtance, but themſelves, to advancę the 
glory of God, and the good of his people, and to act 
as the churches of Macedonia were in following times 
diſpoſed to do by the grace of God. They firſt 
gave themſelves to the Lord, and unto us (faith the 
* apoſtle Paul *) by the will of God. hey ſhall 
come after thee. Conſtrained by genuine, aflection, to 
adminiſter whatever alliſtance is in their power, they 
ſhall follow thee in the exerciſe of true penitence 
and fervent, prayer, ſolicitous to participate of the 
precious benefits peculiar to.the people of God. The 


ſubject is beautifully, illuſtrated by the prophet Ze- 


chariah, in the following words: Thus laith the 
Lord of hoſts, It ſhall yet come to paſs, that there 
* ſhall come people, and the inhabitants of many ci- 


ties: and the inhabitants of one city ſhall go to an- 


other, ſaying, Let us go ſpeedily. to pray before the 
Lord, and to ſeek the Lord of hoſts: I will go. alſo, 
Vea, many people and ſtrong nations ſhall come to 
© ſeek the mo of hoſts in Jeruſalem, and to pray be- 
fore the Lord &. n chains they ſhall come over. I 


pretend not to determine whether the chains here in. 


tended ought. to be. literally or figuratively under- 
ſtood—whether they ſignify external marks of di- 
ſtinction, or badges of ſlavery or denote the power- 
ful inward conſtraints whereby every thought is 
brought into captivity to the obedience of Chriſt. In 


the former ſenſe of the word, the prediction intimates 


that perſons in the moſt honourable ſtations, and in 
the loweſt and \moſt abject conditions, were to come 
over and join themſelves to the church of God. In 
the e ſenſ the prophecy repreſents the converts 
to the true — Jt in a ſtate of mind like that of 
the apoſtle Paul, 1. when he ſaid, Behold, I go bound 
' in the Spirit to Jeruſalem 1. Obliged in con- 
ſcience de, he was firmly reſolved to act as 
le 


9 cor. vill [ 4 Chap. viti. 20, 21, 22. 1 AQs xx. 22. 
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be mae being wed Giant by a Rig impulſe of 


the Spirit of God, who works effectually in them that 
believe. By his mighty co-operation, \the people 
here ſpoken of were to be induced to come Bone to 
the — of the living God. 


And the 74 all fall down unto thee” Ke. Not 15 hey 
omage to the church; for it is written, 


any ſacre 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and on- 
ly ſhalt thou ſerve *; but to teſtify the humble 


ſenſe they had of their own unworthineſs, and the 


profound reſpect they felt for the ſervants of the true 
God; to whom they approached with ſentiments of 
eſteem and affection, defirous to be admitted to ſhare 
in the precious privileges belonging ta his pe- 


culiar people, and to enjoy intimate communion 


with them in the ordinances of divine appointment. 
With this requeſt ſhould be joined the acknowledg- 
ment Surely God is in thee. The Lord God had a 
fixed permanent habitation among his people of old; 
and therefore he was emphatically ſaid to dwell a- 
mong them. But this was not all; according to the 
words before us, he is alſo in them. Having been 


received into his family, and formed after his image, | 


| his word dwells in them richly, being laid up in their 
hearts as a valuable treaſure—hisSpirit abides in them 
continually, as in his temple, wherein he is highly 
honoured, and his preſence ever attends them, to 
ſtrengthen, to refreſh, and gladden their hearts. 'This 
divine preſence is their higheſt glory and greateſt de- 
light; it yields them ſafety and comfort; ſo that in 
the contemplation of this privilege they exult with 
the royal prophet, God is in the midſt of his church; 
* ſhe ſhall not be moved . Were this pleaſing ac- 
knowledgment, this honourable prerogative, attend- 


ed to as it ought, the people of God would perform 


the moſt difficult duties, and ſuſtain the greateſt af⸗ 
flictions with more chearfulneſs than is commonly 
done.— To this expreſſion the apoſtle Paul feems to 
yard when direQing to the proper uſe of . 
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PE 


Xr OT Wo TT RT 8 


- % 2 7 
* - 

2 8 - 5 of * " » 2 — 

4 = i 33 — ps 3 
. | * 7 1 # 1 q , * , a FS: 5 . N 
5 14. b 0 "op" ; 7 5 oF f © YL H. x W 
. Ae « 
5 


gifts, that they, may promote edification- 11 all pro- 


© phecy, and there come in one that believeth not, + 
« or unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judgedtof 


all. And thus are the ſecrets of his heart made 
worſhip God, and report that God is in you *: that 


the preſence of God is in the church; that the power 


of God attends the miniſtry of the word. Many va- 


luable ends are promoted by this acknowledgment; 


* 8 
4 ” 


# 


* manifeſt ; and ſo falling down on his face he will 


a finner being converted, God is worſhipped, credit | 


is given to the goſpel, Jeſus Chriſt is magnified, and 
his ſervants are honoured. The verſe . conſide- 


ration coneludes thus, And there in none elſe, there i 


10 God. The Hebrew words might be tranſlated, 


None other than he it in them, there it no God befede 


bim whatever, who reigns in the hearts of his people, 


and by his reidence- i in them. PENNEY: rc e 


bleſſed. - 


15 Verily hw art a God that hideſt a- 7 


elf, O God of Iſrael the Saviour. 


The ſervants of God ate itradueed: expedite" 
their admiration of the tranſcendent glory of Jeho- 


vah, and the unſearchable Ways of his providence to- 
ward them. He is addreſſed as the God of Iſrael, of 


his natural poſterity, who were called by his name, 


and, diſtinguiſhed from other nations by many figual 
advantages. By the writers of the New Teſtament, 


ve are taught to conſider that highly favoured peo- || 


ple as exhibiting a lively repreſentation of the ſpiri- 4 
tual Iſrael, who enjoy all the ſubſtantial benefits con- 


ferred upon the. literal Iſrael, and ſet forth by N 
and figures to their view. After Iſrael 


the fen were brolzen off becauſe of their unbele, 
the Gentiles were d in, and inveſted with the? 
character and privileges. which the children of Jacob 
had enjoyed _ deſpiſed. The chief of theſe are hers; 4. 
mentioned, 


name enn 
Vor. III. 


* 
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the Saviour. It is Hillicutr, if not Anode to un- 
fold the full import of the former of theſe expreſſions, 
and to ſhew what the Lord does and engages to do 
for his people to whom he is God. This much, how- 
_ ever, is clearly revealed and plainly | comprehended 
in this relation. He is their Father, who gives them 
exiſtence in every capacity; who provides, inſtructs, 
corrects, and bleſſes them. He is their Redeemer, 
who reſcues them from captivity, and from the bands | 
of their enemies; who introduces them into glorious 
Uberty and felicity. He is their Lord, who aſſigns 
them the ſervices they perform; who aſſures them 
of ſeaſonable ſupport, and the rich rewards: of grace. 
He is their king, who governs them by his laws, who 
protects them by his power, enriches them from his 
treaſures, and opens to their view the moſt glorious 
proſpects. All theſe. benefits united, give but an im. 
perfect idea of what is comprehended in Jehovah be- 
ing the God of Ifrael—the. Saviour who delivers 
from enemies and evils of every deſcription, from 
preſent and impending deſtruction 5 and who confers 
the moſt defirable and ineſtimable bleſſings. 

Verily thou art a God that hideſt thyſelf. Though 
omnipreſent, thou art inviſible ; thou haſt made dark- 
neſs thy ſecret place, and thy pavilion round about. 
© Behold we go forward, but thou art not there; and 

- backward, but we cannot perceive thee; on theleft 
- hand where thou doſt work; but we cannot behold 
thee; thou hideſt thyſelf on the right hand, that we 
cannot ſee thee *. No man hath ſeen. thee at any 
time, who art the King eternal, immortal, and invi- 
| ſible; even thy people of old, to whom thou gaveſt 
laws aud ordinances, ſaw no manner of ſimilitude on 
the day thou ſpakeſt to them in Horeb, out of the 
midſt of the fire. And as thou thyſelf art concealed 
from human view, ſo the diſpenſations of thy wm 
dence toward thy church, far exceed our un 
ing; being inveloped i in impenetrable obſcurity, Thy 
| On are far above out of fight, ſo that we per- 
| ES ccive 


* * Job x xxiii. 8, 9. 
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ceive not the conf ummate wiſdom and prudehce 
whereby they are directed. How ſurpriſing thy con- 
duct toward thy peculiar people, whom thou haſt 
choſen and redeemed ; in permitting vaſt numbers of 

them to be killed by the {word ; great part of them 

that remained, tobe led into captivity; the temple built 
to the honour of thy name to be deſtroyed; thy be- 
loved city reduced to aſhes ; and the land of Canaan, 
which thou gavelt for an inheritance to our fathers, 
diveſted of its inhabitants! Beſides, thou feemeſt to 


have altogether deſerted thy people, and to allow | 


them to periſh from off the earth; as thy upright ſer- 

vants have often dreaded, and as the profane have 
inſolently ſaid thou wouldſt do. Notwithſtanding theſe 
apparently adverſe cireumſtances, it ſhall be ſeen in 
the event, that thy diſpenſations, however dark and 
inexplicable at preſent, were ſo conducted as to pu- 
rify thy church from the wicked, the idolatrous and 
hypocritical, and to diſplay in the moſt glorious man- 
ner, that thou art the God of Iſrael the Saviour. In 
due ſeaſon thou wilt exalt thy people to a more pro- 
ſperous ſtate than in times paſt, and enrich them with 
the bleſſings of thy grace; and therefore it hecomes 
us to adore thee the God who hideſt thyſelf from thy _ 
church in various ways. Thou ſometimes withholds | 

from thy ſervants the fruits of thy loving kindneſs, by 


which they were formerly favoured and refreſhed thou 
concealeſt from them the reaſons and deſigns of the diſ- 


penſations of thy providence and grace thou teſtrain- 
eſt the pledges of thy gracious preſence, whereby they 
were felicitated in times paſt—thou alloweſt the de- 


lightful improving correſpondence they maintained | 


with these to be interrupted; and on particular ocea-, 
f from them the reviving ne 
of thy counte ſo that they walk diſconſolate in 


darkneſs. This Yivine conduct which at firſt view THR 


ſcems.inexplicable,ſerves to promote many valuable 
purpoſes; Which ought not to be overlooked. It ma- 
nifeſts the glorious ſovereignty of Jehovah; ſome: 'of 


whoſe a eames off bars i them their own rea- 
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ſon and evidence, whilſt others cannot at preſent be ac- 


counted for: it adminiſters ſharp reproof for indulgence 
in any tranſgreſſion, which expoſes to reproach the 
ways of God: it conveys uſeful admonition for negli- 


_ gence and formality i in the performance of duty, which 


ſhould be attentively conſidered. —Be ſolicitous, then, 
to diſcoyer the cauſes why God doth in this manner 
hide himſelf from you ; and endeavour by all means 
to get them removed, whilſt you ſtudy, to comply 
with the gracious deſigus God hath in view, to pro- 


© . mote, by IOW, een of en and 


n | 
3-606 They ſhall be aſhamed, Pr, 6 con- 


founded, al of them: they ſhall go to confu- | 


fion together that are makers of idols. 


The utter diſgrace and confuſion that ſhall 1 the 
certain portion of idolaters is explicitly foretold. Diſ- 
appointed expectations reſpecting the advantages 
they fooliſhly imagined they were to enjoy; the eon- 
ſcious ſenſe of their extreme folly, in having honour- 
ed thoſe lying vanities which they ought to have de- 
ſpiſed, ſhall involve them in anguiſh and diſgrace— 
All of them ſhall go into confuſion together, Greatly. 


agitated by conſternation and dread, and reduced to 
the utmoſt diſorder and diſtreſs, like thoſe who are 


in perplexity ; they ſhall be fo terribly embarraſſed 
as not to know what to do or where to go. Their 
minds being diſtracted with ignominy, reproach and 
ſorrow ; their condition ſhall be truly miſerable. and 
beyond redreſs. This ſhall be the portion of them 


who make and ſerve graven images, who boaſt them - 


ſelves of idols. Worſhip Jehovah; for he is high 


6 _ all the earth, and exalted far above all gods“. . 


| 17 But Iſrael ſhall be faved. in the. LORD 
* an everlaſting ſalvation: ye ſhall not be 
| aſhamed nor cunfounded: world: without end. 
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After the ſolemn adoration of the myſteri ious coun- um- 
ſels and operations of Jehovah, and the awful denunci- 
ation of the confuſion of idolaters, the churchis hrought 


forward triumphing in the ſalvation of Iſrael, not only + 


from temporal captivity; but from everlaſting deftruc- 
tion. What a perfect contraſt does the miſery of ido- 
laters form to the felicity of God's people. All the 
former without exception, ſhall be confounded ; the 
| latter ſhall never be aſhamed; the former ſhall go in- 
to confuſion ; the latter ſhall be for ever faved in the 
Lord to the ages of eternity. Whilſt Iſaiah foreſaw 
by the Spirit of prophecy, the deliverance that was 
to be 'wrought for the Jewiſh people, by means of 
Cyrus king of Perſia, his thoughts were elevated ta 
contemplate the ſpiritual eternal ſalvation, which in 
the fulneſs of time was to be accompliſhed by Jeſus 
| Chriſt for his church. In the delightful proſpect o- 
pened to his view, he exclaims with exultation and 
. Joy—ſ/rael (all who are Hraelites indeed in whom 
] there is no guile) ſhall be ſaved. The promiſes which 
: God hath made to his people are not to be confined 
to temporal ſalvation, the enjoyment of which is ſub- 
jet to the various viciſſitudes of all earthly poſſeſ- 
tions, that ſoon decay and periſh. A greater, a more 


which God hath promiſed to his ſervants, and of 
which the deliverances wrought of old were ty pical, 
is the object of their pleafing expectation. On this in- 


terminated; our Prophet's views were concentred, and 
to this everlaſting glory he often looked forward and 
1/rael fhall be ſaved in the Lord, i. e. through him, 
as the apoſtle Paul writes in bis epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans'*, The elect of God diſperſed over the earth, 
fall be ſaved through the powerful operation of his 
glorious excellencies, and in virtue of the perfect © 
righteouſneſs of the great Meſſiah They ſhall be 
laved through the love of God, who Jo loved the 


World, 
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eſtimable benefit, the hope of the faithful in all ages 


complete, and durable, even an everlaſting ſalvation, | 


— 
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world, that he gave his only peibotin Son, that who- 
| ſoever belie veth in him ſhould. not periſh; but have 
everlaſting life—They ſhall be ſaved in his infinite 


. ® wiſdom, which he hath wonderfully diſplayed in de- 
viſing and executing the aſtoniſhing plan of falvation 


Land thro' his almighty power, whereby he works 
in them that believe, and preſerves them to the en- 


joyment of it in full perfection They ſhall be ſaved 
in his conſummate righteouſneſs, the rectitude of his 


nature, the equity of his providence, and the faith- 
fulneſs of his promiſes, being clearly demonſtrated 
by the accompliſhment of this ſalvation. In this 
manner the people of God are ſaved in the Lord, and 
obtain complete and eternal deliverance from all e. 


vil, and the full përpetual enjoyment of undecaying 


felicity and glory. It greatly enhances the value 
of this ſalvation, that it is everlaſting, without inter- 
ruption, and without end. To conclude in the words 
of an eminent writer, Could I ſpeak ever ſo long on 
this ſubject, all my thoughts and expreſſions would 
fall infinitely ſhort of it. It is our happineſs, that 
we are incapable of fully underſtanding it. So 
that here our incapacity turns to advantage, and 
* fhould excite our moſt ſolicitous purſuit; for it is 
«infinitely above all that we can aſk or think.'—Te 
Mall not be aſhamed of your hope, nor diſappointed bf 
your expectation, like idolaters, who truſt in vanity. 
Ye ſhall never be confounded or diſtreſſed with Bet 
Fanny and vexation, through immortal * aopt 


18 For thus: fGaich” the LORD that- 3 
| the heavens; God himſelf, that formed the 
earth and made it; he bath eſtabliſhed it, he 
created it not i vain; he formed it to be in- 


habited: I am the LORD; and there 15 Bone 


elſe. $10, W | hat” EONS FR 4 


gs Theſe 78 contain a ſublime Wk ik to that 
portion of our Prophet's diſcourſe, wherein he eſta- 


bliſhes the e of the God of Iſrael, from = 
clear 
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clear predictions he had ee reſpeQing the glo- 
rious work of which he was treating; and wherein he 
ſhews the folly of idolaters. Jehovah ſpeaking: by 
lis ſervant claims the high prerogative of having gi- 


ven exiſtence to the univerſe. The Hebrew words 


import, that the Lord who created the heavens, is the 


fame God that formed the earth. The Lord God 
ſtretched out the heavens, to be his own peculiar re- 
ſidence, and the habitation of thoſe miniſtering ſpi- 


tits who contemplate his glory, celebrate his praiſes, 


and execute his pleaſure. The ſame God formed the 


carth, with all its component parts: he made it in 
the ſhape he judged moſt proper; he diſpoſed the ſe- 


veral materials of which it is conſtituted; he com- 
pleted the work; and gave it all the. decorations which 
it poſſeſſes. He bath eſtabliſhed this large ponder- 
ous globe, that hath no viſible ſupport, in-the region 


ol the air, where it is as firmly ſettled as if it reſted 
on the moſt lid foundation; In the words of the 


royal iPſalmiſt, * He hath founded the earth upon the 


— 


ſeas, and eſtabliſhed the world upon the floods F. He 


hath placed the earth in the ſtation which it occupies 
amidſt the other ſpheres ; ; ſo that it exhibits a conti- 


nued miracle of the omnipotence and goodneſs of its 


great Creator; by whom it is upheld and preſerved. 


from the enaroachments of the waters with which: it 
is encompaſſed. 


He created it not in vain, to no abi 48 


poſe, nor that it might remain empty and uſeleſs. 


He made it to ſerve thoſe important ends which are 
worthy of himſelf, the manifeſtation of his power; and 


that from thence he might receive a revenue of praile | | 


and honour and glory; for of him, through him, 54% | 


to hin, are all things. He formed it to be inhabi- 


ted by tlie e of men, to whom he hath given 
it for a habitatſon; and who in return for his un- 
bounded bene bee ought to ſerve and obey him 


as the angels do in heaven. To this end the earth 
was N I its great Creator; ; for this uſe it was 
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prepared, and 8 it would be ede the 
 mbjeſty and wiſdom of God to permit it to be 1 
tute of inhabitants, who fear and worthip him; whoſe 
buſineſs is to do him ſervice, and to enjoy the plea- 
ling ſatisfaction that reſults from his approbation.— 

Fam the Lord and there is none elſe. The fi ignificant 
expreſſions that occur in this verſe plainly intimate, 
mat Jehovah is the moſt high God, who not only 
formed the heavens to be the refidence of his glory, 
| but who alſo made and repleniſhed the earth; and 


therefore he is the Lord both of heayen and earth.— | 

In the faith of this important truth, let us look for- 

. "i to that happy period when according to pro- f 

phecy, all the nations of this world'thall become the Bb 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, and all kin- ; 

_ dreds of the people ſhall N before a * do 

; him homage. Ny | Hf : 

| 19 T have not © Malte in Kette, in 4 dark , 
# place of the earth: I ſaid not unto the ſeed 2 
of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain., I the LORD My 
E 22 ee I declare things. ey are ac 
| Jehovah in proof that he is God alone, appeals to - 
| three ſeveral evidences'to confirm the juſtice of his a 
| elaim.—/ have not ſpoken in ſecret. The anſwers gi- th 
| ven by the heathen oracles to thaſe who confulted , Mo 
| them, were commonly dehvered in anobſcure manner,. 5 
| and in ambiguous terms, that in which way ſo ever lf 


the event happened, they might be conſidered as juſt 112 
and true. On the contrary the God of Iſrael ſpake o- he 
penly to his people from mount Sinai; he promul- | * 
gated his law in tLe moſt public folemn manner with W 
a clear and audible'voice. By his fervants the pro- a 
phets, he announced in public aſſemblies, and in ex- =. 
plicit terms, the purpoſes of his grace, and the future qu 
events of his providence, particularly the deliverance bee 
of his people From captivity by means of Cyrus, and ey 


the rs with which their liberation "Ivy to be at- cite 
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tended. in à dark place of the earth. "The boathen | 


reſponſes were often given by perſuns wha peeped 
with a ſhrill. or muttered with a hollow voice, which 


was not well underſtood, being delivered from fame - - 


obſcure deep cavern. Whereas acthe God of Iſrael ſpake 
to his people in the moſt. conſpieuous places, 2 | 
ſuch a manner as ſerved to diſpel their doubts, 
afford them the moſt ſatisfying information; - m 
I ſaid not t6-the ſeed of Jacob, Stek. ye ne in uains 
The expreſſion probably refers to fictitious: gods of 
the heathen, whoſe votaries fought in vain their aſe 
ſiſtance, and never reaped any ad vantage whatſoever 
from the homage rendered to idols. In oppoſition 


to theſe unprofitable- ſervices, the God of limel ds. 


clares that he never allowed any' of his ſervant's poſ- 
terity to warſhip him in vain. More is intended than 
expreſſed: The Lord God hath required his people 
to ſeek bim for the moſt: important purpoſes. and by 
means af this exerciſe they ohtain the greateſt advan : 
tages. They are allowed and encouraged to pour 
out their hearts before him, and he hears them in an 
acceptable time; yea, whilit they open their lips in 
prayer, he is pleaſed to open his boimtifuk hand to 
grant their requeſts, and liberally. to ſupply their ner 
ceſſities. He — gives them more than they has 
either wiſdom or confidence to ſeek, and does for 
them beyond what they can aſk or think. Of this 
reviving truth, many, remarkable inſtances are re- 


corded in ſcripture. Abraham begged from God the 3 


life of Iſhmael ; and God promiſed: him the:birth jof 
Iſaac; in whom. all the families of the earth were to 
de bleſled--: David aſked life from God; he gave 
im lis, and_ with it_8crown and 8 kingdom» 
What aſtoniſhing grace in 3 what ample 
ragement to ſeek the Lord; that he  eondefcehds 
graciouſly to regard the ſincere though languid es \ 
queſts, that proceed even from a wandering; h * 
and a mind Maradted with vain thoughts! This mer- 
ey juſtly ſurpriſed the royal-prophet; and ſbould en- 
eite us to Join wy e in * our n 
Vol. III and 


* . 


encou- 
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and Sittude. 4 Bleſſed be the Lord, for he hath 

ſhewed me his marvellous kindneſs in a ſtrong city. 
For I faid in my haſte; I am cut off from before thine 
*eyes'; nevertheleſs chou heardeſt the, 'yolcs of my 
+ fupplications et, TONE ede. 
I the Tord ſpeak righteosſuſs, or nch as! u the He 

drew word ſignifies. The expreſſion imports, I an- 

* nounce and place before you, — truth, which chnnot 

* be: controverted.” The oracles publiſhed am 

the heathen nations were not only ee, in ap 

ambiguous terms, frequently inconſiſtent with truth 
and righteouſneſs; but they tended to are K the 
eſſential difference between good and evil. Very 
different are the oracles of the living God, wherein 
he always publiſhed the truth; declared that which 
is right. and eſtabliſhed the important diſtinction be- 
tween moral good and evil. Everlaſting righteouf: 


neſs is in all his commandments; in all 4 
promiſes, and threatenings contained in 0 
word, wherein he hath revealed the righteo 
brought in by the Meſſiah; in the rewards he will be- 
ſtow upon his ſervants, and the puniſhments he will 
inflict upon the wicked. By theſe unequivocal ti 
proofs doth; Jehoyah evince his eternal power and tl 
. Godhead} nt bew, that he is God, and there is * 
none elſe: by the ſame evidences did the Son of Ml 
| 13 God manifeſted in the fleſh; demonſtrate his divini- | 
= ty. Far from ſhunning the light and concenling pr 
| —_-* he publicly taught'the multitudes that o_ his 
= 1 to him, in the moſf open and undiſguiſsd man. thi 
| ner. This was his uniform practice at all times ca] 
whether he inſtructed the people in ſeaſon, or out of. tioy 


| feaſon ; and in all places, whether in the wilderneſs, mo 
= - ./.; the mountain, en boatd'a: ſhip; in the ſynago 
8 


— 09 oe my r .. .... 


or in the temple; where convened the moſt 
aſſemblies of the Iraelites. In ſecret, Jeſus Chriſt de- 
landeſtine 


| clared, have I ſaid nothing. Thavekeptno'c | 
= meetings from which any were exeluded; and in 
= private," Lever y taught what 1 ee my diſciple 
— tine Ii l * K 4 Fo 700 
„„ * Pla n 21, 22 A 
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to publiſh" to the world; and what 2 ü 


public. Far from ſaying to the poſterity of 1 
Seek ye me in vain: I ſaid aſk; and it 'be'g- 
ven you; ſeek and ye ſhall find ; knock and it ſhall 


be opened unto you &. Whatſoe ver ye ſhall aſk in 


my name, I will give it you .I the Lord 
rig bteouſneſti. This expreſſion is ſimilar to that u- 
ſed by the prophet David, when ſpeaking in the per- 


bon of Jess, Git; be dockaes E e 


up to the prophetical part of his character, by preach- 
ing the doctrines of truth, righteouſneſs, and ſalva- 
tion, without concealment. I have preached righ- 
teouſneſs in the great . congregation, We. After 
the illuſtrious example of the Son of God, let us walk . 


in the light and ſpeak righteouſneſs ; then we need © 


not fear though our words and actions be known by 
the world: for being wrought in God, by his aſſiſtance, 
according to his will, and for the N of 


bis glory they cannot be condemned. 


20 9 Aſſemble yourſelves, and come: acer | 
near together, ye that are eſcaped: of the na- 
tions: they have no knowledge. that ſet, up 


the wood of their graven image, aan — * 185 


to a god chat cannot ſave. 


That with er ue he might 3 wok re- 
prove the folly of idolaters, the Lord God calls upon 
his people to convene, that they might attend to 
this important ſubject.— The Jews liberated from 
captivity, and reſcued from the errors and ſuperſti- 
tions of the heathen, with the proſelytes from a- 
mong the Gentiles, who had renounced the idolatrx 
and falſe religion to which the greater part of the na- 
tions were addicted, are here particularly addreſſed. 
All thoſe might he included who were confirmed in 
the faith of the true God, and who were devoted to 
his worſhip and ſervice. Such are ſolemnly required to 
come togthet, that a er r e to the following 

ut admonition. 
e 2. 115 Me: 245 © 2 Phi 3 9910 


— 1 
actice here reprobated—T hey havę no e &c. 
They muſt indeed be notoriouſly ignorant a deſti- 
rute of underſtanding, who ſet up the wood: of a gra- 
ven image as the object of worſhip. After all the 
expence and labour employed in forming the idol, 
it ſtill remains a piece of timber, formed for the abo · 
minable purpoſe of giving to it ſacred homage. Such 
was its imbecility, that it could not move, but'requir. 
ed to be tranſported from place to place, and to be 
ut into the houſe or temple deſigned for its reception, 
rom which it could not depart. | Much leſs obuld it 
anſwer the requeſts preſented to it, or fave from dan. 
ger and diſtreſs, © To pray then to an image made of 
wood, that can neither do good nor evil, difcoyers the 
groſſeſt i ignorance, and involves the ele incon. 
Altency that can be imagined, ; 


21 Tell ye, and bring them. near: 1 1 i 

them take counſel together: who hath decla- 
red this from ancient time? who hath told it 
from that time? have not I the LORD; and 
there is no god elſe beſide me; a uſt God, 
and a Saviour: there 17 none beſide me. N 


El Whilſt Iſaiah foretold the liberation of the Jewiſh 
people by means of Cyrus, he probably beheld in 
that event a ſtriking repreſentation of the delive- 
rance of the church of God by Jeſus Chriſt. In 
tis pleaſing proſpect he rejoiced, and invited the 
fſaved from among the nations, to bring forward 


any objections they could aſſign to the argument 


he had adduced, in favour of the eternal power and 
godhead of Jehovah. If they knew any perſons 
eſteemed more wiſe and acute than others, they are 
directed to call them in to their aſſiſtance, and to 
conſult with them as to the exceptions that could be 
made to the proofs that had been ſtated for the God 
of Iſrael, and to ſhew the abſurdity of idolatry. If 
| iter N "_— could. not ind mo 27 0 8. rex 
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1 ad be „ of the abſurdity of the 
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ments, they ought to ne — 

that idolaters were fairly vanquiſnied; and therefore 

they ought, without heſitation, to adhere to the faith 

and worſhip of the true God. Mo hath: declared 

this from ancient time, Whoever made known the 

great event alluded to throughout the whole af this 

diſcourſe, namely, the deliverance af Judah from 

captivity, typical of the far more glorious deliverance 

of all the Iſrael of God from a more grie vous bon 

dage?——Who bath told it from that tim in which there 

was not the leaſt appearance of ita accompliſhment. 

Have not I tbe Lord, given this — m_ of 

my exiſtence; perfections, and 

this event demonſtrated that I am —— Ab 
mighty, and faithful in fulfilling the predictions and 

' promiſes given to the church. The concluſion to be 


deduced from theſe premiſes is again r EO 
| Lu Oc. rye pm 


. © 
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a- 22 Lock unto me, 2 "hg ye fed all the 
it ends of the earth: ber I am God, and #bere i 11 
ad none elſe. Are N . 9 


| TheLordGod addrefſesnkind i invitation e | 
tiles to come and partake of the ſalvation he had been | 
_ pleaſed to reveal. The call is directed to all the ends 
of the earth. The expreſſion accords with the Jewiſh 
notion; that their land was fituated in the midſt of the 
earth; and that the countries which lay moſt remote 
from them, whoſe circumſtances formed a” contraſt 
to theirs,” were the ends or extremities of the earth. 
The inhabitants of the moſt diſtant regions and king- 
doms are certainly intended. In this ſenſe, the e- 
preſſion is uſed in — Pſalm, where the Meffiah 
is encouraged: ty aſk, in recompenſe for his labburs 
. and: ſuffi the heathen for his inheritance, . 
the utmoſt —— the earth for his poſſeſſion; and 
_ aflured that they ſhall be given to him. To accom- 
pliſh this defirable — the Son of God exhibits - 
ay ok a nee his 1 to all nations 
© without 
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RES on Tay — 
without ditindion; requiring them to contemplate 


His glory, to hearken: to his voice, and to accept of 


his righteouſneſs and ſalvation; which he prepared 


before the face of all people. The invitation is given 
to all, without exception, whatever be their charac- 


ter and condition, whether young or old, high or 


low, rich or poor. Whoſoever you are, Winder 


you have been in time paſt, the Son e the 
Lord of glory, faith unto youp l 
Loa unto me. One ovoid; iſbn 
danger; perſuaded of my conſummate ability, and 
all-ſutiicient grace; turn your attention to me; and 
in the exerciſe of reverence and love, of faith, hope, 
and truſt, contemplate the illuſtrious diſplays which 
1 have given of my divine excellencies, and readineſs 
to, fave. Relying on my tender merey and faithful 
word, place all your dependence and 
on my power, and grace, and faithfulneſs, whoa — 
mighty to ſave. Highly gratified with the 


ſurvey, deeply impreſſed with an affecting Ee of : 


your urgent neceilities, and of your: infinite need 


every moment of my compaſſionate aid; look ſtea · 


dily to me, the Author and finiſher of ſalvation; ; even 


as the Iſraclites ſtung in the wilderneſs; viewed the 


brazen ſerpent exhibited as the only effectual remedy 
for their diſtempers. Think not that a ſlight ſuper. 
ficial glance is enough. Lock with fixed hearts and 
ardent deſires of obtaining ſalvation, until delighted 
with my glory and beauty, you renounce all confi- 


dence in yourſelves, and the lying vanities of this 
world, and adopt the language of the church, Be. 


* hold, as the eyes of ſervants lock unto the hands of 
their maſters, ſo our eyes wait upon the Lord our 


God, until he have mercy upon us &. Fix rm 


tention upon me, until you can ſay with my ſerv 
David, Mine eyes are ever toward the Lord ; mine 


eyes are unto thee, O God the Lord; in —.— 


truſt, leave not my ſoul deſtitute Beware of ex· 


| cuſing ere fam. e with. this. call by 
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MW — to — Comvert 
this cireumſtance rather into an argument to excite 
importunity in prayer to God, ho giveth pqwer to 


the faint, and to them who have no might indreaſetng 


ſtrength. Plead not the number and atrocity of uur 
ſins, as a ground of exemption from this neceſlary e- 
erciſe; conſider them rather as ſuggeſting a power- 
ful motive which ought to conſtrain you to imme: 
diate compliance Neither raſhly conclude that you 
have already yielded ſufficiently to the Saviour's de- 
mand. If ever you have contemplated him aright, 
looking ſtedfaſtly to him will be t ee ces ; 
lightful employment. 
And be ye ſaued; not merely: — ene 
mities, and advanced to the enjoyment of pieſent 
peace and proſperity; me ve ſhall be:delivered:from 
ſpiritual evils and eternal deſtruction. Such is the 
efficacious grace — Jchovah. that ſalva- 
tion freely flows from him to thoſe wh comply with 
his generous in vitations,. There is nat any thing that 
mankind ſo much need as ſalvation. This 
truth is abundantly evident from the ſeriptures of 
truth, from incontrovertible facts, from manifold 
experience, from the interpoſition of the 89 f 
Cod in ou behalf, and his exhibiting himſelf in che 
character of a Saviour. All theſe, with many other 
evidences, clearly ſhew, that men are in a periſhing- 
condition. Alas! however, great part of the) human 
race ſeem inſenſible of their danger, and indifferent 


about deliverance. To thoſe who are ſenſible of 
their perĩlous ſtate: how j joyful the tidings; how cm. 
fortable the aſſurance, publiſhed by him ho is faith- 


ful, that looking to him they ſhall be ſaved * „He is 
able to ſave tothe uttermoſt at all times, in all pla- 


ces, perſons af all deſcriptions; he is able fa m 


the moſt complete manner, and in the moſt perfect 
degree; ſo that-ndthing; ſhall be wanting to conſum 
mate your felicity through immortal ages. The ſal. 


vation of which thaſe wha look ta the Lurd arg aſ- 


. is ame — to that * by Moſes, 


* / : 
\ 
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7 Aaron, by . by all ne jud- 
ges of Iſrael. Jehovah perfects what doncerns it; 
having begun and carried forward this grent work on 
earth, he conducts: all his redeemed to the 
af eternal glory; in which they ſhall never be diſ- 


turbed, and of vrhich they ſhalt” never be diveſted. 


ere, my brethren, is the moſt ample encourage. 
ment you could poſſihly defire to engage you to look 
to Jehovah. It is not a delufive dream, a vain con- 
jecture, a feeble wiſh, or uncertain: probability; but 
the explicit teſtimony of the Lord God of Ifrael, who 
faith, ye ſhalb be ſaved. It is added Fur I am God 
& c. By this ſolemn declaration, repeated again and 
again in the latter part of this chapter, God gives 
the ſtrongett ſecurity of his poſſeſſing perfect ability 
to relieve all the neceſſities of ruined tranſgreſſors. 
You ate not called to truſt in one that cannot fave, 
and to hope in vain for deliverance, but to; confide 
in the only true God, who conceals not his righte- 
ouſneis, his Wee and A Syn mg uh con- 
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Ul 424 4 enn 1227 4 152 43 
"ol 8 myſelf, theward-is gone 
| —— my mouth in righteouſneſs, and ſhall 
not return, That unto me every kneg ſhal 
bow, every tongue ſhall wer”. eee eee 


„ 4 1 Fa 

The determined purpoſe of Jehorab tiovakiia hems — 
ed concerning the yocation, the converſion; and ſal. 
vation of people of all nations. The apoſtle of the 
SGentiles, explaining this doctrine in his epiſtle to the 
Romans, reminds Chriſtians that were at variance, 
— muſt all appear before — — 
who, by dying and E = 
ſtrated to be the Lord and Judge — 
and the dead; and —— — 
demn and deſpiſe. one another. To confirin his'ex- 
hortation, he cites the words now before us with 
| —_ plane ed it is eee 
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to, — — . — — it is evi 
dent that when Jehovah ſware by himſelf, the oath 
was thus expreſſed, As I live, faith the Lord. Some. | 


times he hath th fern by his holineſs +, ſometimes 


his great name , ſometimes by himſelf; or by. 
life, by his eternal majeſty; glory, and divine — : 
tions, which are all pledged for the truth of what he 
ſwears. The manner in which the Altniglity! er- 
formed this ſolemn action is thus deſcribed, I I if — 
my hand to heaven and ſay, I live for ever q., On 
this ſure ground reſts the infallible cercainty” en 
is affirmed in the latter part of the verſg 
| The word it gong out of my mouth,” — not a 
man that I ſhould lie, or the on of man that I ſhould 
repent. I have ſaid, and it ſhall be done; I have 
ſpoken, and it ſhall be made d. Wirh me there 
is no variableneſs or ſhiadow of turning, and an invio- 
lable regard to truth; and therefore I will not fail 
to verify what I have ſolemnly declared ſhall come 
to paſs.» The word is gone forth in righteouſneſs 


What can be more equitable than — great Lord 


of all, of whom. through whom, and to whofn are all 
things, ſhould” receive the homage and ſubjection ef 
all his creatures. The word tranſlated rig ,ν/i,-ͤiͤ 
ſignifies alſo truth or verity ; and in this ſenſe the 


meaning of the-expreſſion may be, The word of truth; WE, 


or in truth, is gone out of my mouth. And ſbull not 
return. As the following declaration is juſt and true. 
ſo it ſhall never be reverſed. What [ have ſaid ſhall 
neither be altered nor retracted. Whatever chan * 
may take place among men, whatever ſentiments 
they may hold reſpecting my word, it 1 nat ge. 
— to me void —.—— but ſhall accom. 
plith that whiqh I pleaſe; E 
whereunto I have dent! it. . N 

Unto mt" every. — e The a poſtie 
Paul in His epiſtle to the Philppians, e 

Vol. H. — 1 at op es eeeraltation 
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| ſpirits ſhall acknowledge his power and dominion, 


| teſtify the lowlieſt reverence and ſubjection to the 
Son of God, and aſcribe glory, and honour, and bleſ- 
ing to him with their whole hearts, or be conſtrain . 
ed to yield to him in voluntary ſubmiſſion. Every 


to fave and to deſtroy, they were to give him the 
glory due to the Saviour and Judge of the human race 


# 
* 
9 7 F 
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i yy 2 gd. 
1 1 1 


apc _ Chriſt; as the joyful w6riliy 
and reward of his obedience unto death, emmy apr 
words before us *. He ſays that the Redeemer's e- 


levation to glory was defigned, that at (or in) the 


name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
© earth.” Bowing the knee is well known to be an 


cout ward expreſſion of profound reſpect and ſubmiſ. 


ſion; ſo that the apoſtle's words plainly intimate that 


5 Jeſus Chriſt receives univerſal homage, and that it is 


or ſhall be given him by the whole creation. In the 
moſt, humble poſture, not only men of every nation 
and country, but celeſtial intelligences and infernal 


his. grace and glory. The import of our Prophets 
prediction, thus Aurated dy an inſpired writer, will 
That every intelligent creature ſhall vol 


tongue ſhall ſrar. This expreſſion ſeems v0 allude 
to the practice of ſubjects who take an oath-of alle. 
giance to their ſovereign, wherein /they acknowledge 
his royal authority, and promiſe; ſubjection to him as 
their ſupreme earthly governor. In like manner, 
people of every deſeription in the kingdom of God 
were ſolemnly to profeſs that Jehovah is their Lord 
and King, and to engage to yield the Obedience due 
to his ſovereign dominion. The words clearly inti- 
mate, that the period was approaching, in which men 
of all kindreds and nations diſperſed over the earth, 
renouncin? ſuperſtition and idolatry, were todo ho- 
mage to the only living and true God. and to Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is Lord. of all; acknowledging his power 


— That in all the kingdoms. of the earth he fhall be 


e yea, aun n ene . own, in 


„on 
* Phil. i ii. 10, 1. e e 
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ſome ſenſe, that hi is both Lord 120 Chri "nee 
cording to the apoſtle Paul's expoſition of the * 1 
the inhabitants of the celeſtial, terreſtrial, 

fernal regions ſhall unite, either voluntarily or —4 
conſtraint, in confeſſing his ſupreme divinity, his ſa- 
ving ability, his univerſal dominion, and the righte- 


ouſneſs of his adminiſtration. This prophecy, which 


hath been in ſome meaſure fulfilled under the king- 
dom of the Meſſiah, in which angels, men, and de- 
vis are ſubject to the Son of God ; at the final judg- 
ment ſhall receive its full completion, when his per- 
fections, power, and glory ſhall be openly avowed by 
every r Yong to. the 3 2 oo ou e 2 a- 
ther. 


24 5 ſhall" one W 7 Is ihe LORD hk 
I righteouſneſs and ſtrength: even to him ſhall. - 
nen come: and all that are incenſed _— Y 
bim ſhall be aſhamed. | Ry 


Theſe words are A continuation * the important 
truth of which the eternal Jehovah, . the Almighty 
Saviour, and ſupreme Judge of mankind hath given 
the moſt ſolemn confirmation. They clearly! point 
out the way, the means, and the cauſe of the falvas. 
tion offered to the ends of the earth. In the prece- | 
ding verſe are foretold the univerſal extent of the 
kingdom of God our Saviour, and the unlimited ſub- 
jection which ſhall be yielded to his authority. A 
mong thoſe who profeſs to fubmit to him as their 
Lord, there are ſome, who, deeply ſenſible that all 
their happineſs muſt flow from him, heartily: devote 
themſelyes to his ſervice, ſaying, In the Lotd have I 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength. There arę others, who, 
retaining diſlatisfaftion'and diſlike - to him in their 
minds, yield only A feigned {ubjection to this mighty 
Lord, concerning whom it is predicted they ſhall be 
aſhamed. The ſentiment »exprefled by the former 
claſs comes firſt td be conſidered. erer y ſhall one 
es * ſubject i 16 introduced with a and which 
may 


— 
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may denote 2 hs perſeck certainty of the event 
foretold, which ſhould „ be accampliſhed 


in due ſeaſon—or the ſtrong confidence of faith 


wherewith this confeſſion ſhould be made by the 
prope of God; and their ſteady adherence to the ac- 

nowledgment here expreſſed. . If both ſenſes of the 
word are united, it conveys. this pleaſing inſtruction, 
that this prophecy ſhall aſſuredly be yerified, and that 


thoſe by whom it is fulfilled ſhall explicitly make 


this noble profeſſion. —One ſhall ſay.. The Word one 
is not in the original language, ha ſupplied by. our 


5 tranſlators, to complete what ſeems to be the obvi- 


ous meaning of the prediction; namely, that every 
one, without exception, who bows the knee to God 
our Saviour, ſhall adopt the following good profeſ- 
ſion. It is not the at e ge of a party, but the un- 
animous confeſſion of the whole church of God un- 
der the Old Teſlgment, when they were, following 
after the law of righteouſneſs ; : It is alſo the acknow- 
| ledgment of the ſaints under the New Teſtament, 
wherein the righteouſneſs. of God is revealed, and 
of every individual in that highly favoured ſocie- 
ty, of every nation, and in eyery age of the world, 
according to the different diſcoveries made to, them 
of this truth, and in proportion to their ſeveral | im- 
provements in knowledge and in grace, 

In the Lord have I righteouſneſs, The 8 
which the people of God have in the Lord conſiſts in 
complete conformity to his holy law, which requires 
perfect obedience. to all its precepts, and denounces 
death againſtevery act of diſobedience. This law which 


is holy, juſt, and good, all mankind have violated in 


many inſtances, and therefore they are en, to 
the threatened puuiſhment. That men in their pre 
ſent corrupt ſtate cannot yield the obedience they 


cope to God, nor expiate the offences they commit, is 


1 repeatedly and plainly affirmed in the Word of God, 
where it is explicitly declared that all have ſinned 
that there, z is none righteous, no not one —that the 


wake ward is become (Sully before God. en 
pen t ele 


* 
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ungut, tht he might Wits: us to God. W him- 
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theſe teſtimonies 'agree the e ol the 
wiſeſt and belt of men, of whom. honourable men, 
tion is made-n ſcripture. The truth is obvious. 

If mankind are under law to God, if he. demands 
perfect obedience to the law he hath promulgs- 
ted, if we are incapable of yielding the be: fo ubjec- 
tion he requires, and of. expiating the guilt con- 


trated by tranſgreſſion; then righteouſneſs cannot 


be attained. by the works of the law, nor by any 
compenſation. or ſacrifice we can offer... An inferior 


degree of loye and obedience tothat required in the 8 


law of the Lord, cannot be ſufficient to obtain the par- 
don of ſin, the divine acceptance, and the enjoyment 
of the favour of God; for then ſhould the Lord of life 
have died in vain, Nor, can it be reaſonably ſuppoſed 
that the Moſt High requires a ſtricter compliance with 
his holy precepts, than he will accept as the ground 


ol our juſtiſication; for then he would be pleaſed 


with leſs than what he juſtly claims, and pronounce 
thoſe to be righteous who have not obtained this 
character, according to the commands ſanctioned by 
his own authority: Then would ſome meaſure of 
ſinful imperfection be allowed, which need not be 
confeſſed, or repented of, or guarded. againſt; and 
lo upon this principle might become negligent 
and licentious ; conſequently: it does not appear to 
be a doctrine according to godlineſs, that men 
have - righteouſneſs in any other way than inthe 
Lord. Theſe few remarks are intended to ſhew the 


propriety of adopting the confeſlion, - - | - 


In the Lord have I righteouſneſs, This inefims- 


ble benefit is enjoyed in the ſame Lord, whp ſaith in 


ver. 22. Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, g, and 


_ who in ver. 23. declares, I have ſworn by my ſelf, 


c. — That in hum his people might have righte- 
outneſs he aſſume human nature, and being found. 
in faſhion as a man, be magnified the law of God. 


and made it honourable; he became obedient to 


the death of the croſs, and ſuffered the juſt for the 
ſelf 


5 


492 
ſelf the Wogen he was not obliged to be ſubject 


e XIV. 


to its precepts, ſo that his obedience was perfect. 
Iy voluntary and infinitely meritorious.” Being the 
oly One who did no fin, and in whoſe mouth 


there was no guile; all that he ſuffered in ſoul and 


body was on account of his people; for their ſakes the 
chaſtiſement of whoſe peace was laid upon him. In 
the perfect obedience, complicated ſufferings and me. 
ritorious death of Meſſiah the Prince, conſiſts the e- 
verlaſting righteouſneſs wherein the church makes 
their boaſt and glory. The good confeſſion which lies 
before us ſuppoſes ſome acquaintance with the Lord; 
the obedience he performed, the ſufferings and death 
that he ſuſtamed, deſtitute of which, neither he nor 
his righteouſneſs can be. properly eſteemed—A 
humbling ſenſe of our abſolute need of this 1 unpor- 
tant bleſſing, reſulting from deep conviction of 
divine purity, the holineſs of God's law, and our 
inſufficiency to obtain by our own performances, the 
rdon of ſin and acceptance with Jehovah. And 

it implies, firm reliance on the righteouſneſs of the 


Lord, as fully ſufficient to anſwer the demands of the 


| divine law, to reply to the accuſations that may be 


brought againſt us ; and to obtain all thoſe precious 


bleſſings requiſite to preſent comfort andeverlaſting 
felicity. In conſequence whereof we cordially 


ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, which s 


_ unto all and upon all them that believe; and that 


never fails to produce a ſanctifying praclical influ. | 
ence on the temper and conduct. Whilſt this me- 


thod of ſalvation diſplays the immaculate holineſs 


of Jehovah, and gives awful views of his juſtice; it 


ſhews the dreadful demerit of fin, it diſcovers the 


beauty and reward of obedience, and our obliga- 


% 


tions to God for favours of infinite value; it inſpires 
with a grateful ſenſe of his love, and conſtrains to ex- 
preſs thankfulneſs to him, by dedicating our whole 


tives to his honour and ſerviee. The people of 


Vos. not . need ri drone, to appear” with 
| Acceptayoe 


c l bay A 
> o . - 


acceptance. before God. but ſtrength $696 X 
the duties of mee, Each of them therefore 
readily: ſubjoin e e ge 
Tnthe Lordbave I ftrengt h. Een the upright among | 
men, polſleſs not ſeitunl ability to obey the perfect 
law of God, for as the apoſtle Paul acknowledged, 
we are inſufſicient of - ourſelves ſo much as to think 
any good thing. We are alſo naturally averſe to 
accept of the mercy and grace, which God ſolemn- 
ly declares | he is ready to beſtow. In this enfee- 
bled ſtate, we ſtand infinitely; in need of ſpiritual 
ſtrength in the inner man, which conſiſts in the vi- 
gorous exerciſe of all the powers of the ſoul in the 
ſervice: of God in the ability of the underſtand= 
ing to diſoern aright ſacred truths, ſo as wiſely to 
apply them to practical purpoſes in ſtrong ine lina- 
tions to purſue the nobleſt ends by the beſt means, 
and in ardent affections terminating on their proper 
objects. This energy the people of God have in 
the Lord, to hom are aſcribed in ſeriptùre thoſe 
wonderful works that are the peculiar effects of om- 
nipotence. By him all, things were created that are 
in heaven and earth, and he upholdeth them all by 
the word of his power. The new creation is alio 
the work of his hands, wherein he makes all old 
things to paſs away, and all things to become new. 
He ſubdues the pride of the human heart; he 
brings down high thoughts and lofty imaginations; 
he cauſes tranſgreſſors to abhor the ſins which they 
formerly loved, and to delight in thoſe things to 
which in times paſt they were averſe; he nee! 
ens them with Nl might for performing duty, fur 
enduring afflictions, for reſiſting enemies, and pie. 
ſerves them by his mighty power through faith un- 
to ſalvation. Fon theſe and ſimiliar importan 
tical. EY perfects ſtrength in weakneſs, | 
and makes all grace richly to abound toward them, 
that always having ee e in all things, they _. 
may abound to every good work. To this mighty 
Lord, the cops of the ws church, in whom al wg 
wW 


/ 


hey have berbbr ry U need 
that be may folgt in em all 8 7 
his goodneſs, and the work of faith with power. 
And when weak they are made ſtrong in the Lord, 
they triumph with the royal poet, ſuying, The 
Lord is my ſtrength and my ſhield, my heart truſt. 
«ed in him and I am helped; therefore” my heart 
rejoiceth, and with my ſong will I Aer him * * 
" No wonder that it is added, 
To him ſhall men come. The comfortably aff. 


ance here *given, that numerous aceeſſions ſhall be 


made to the'Mefliah's kingdom is often repeated in 
the prophecies, where it is foretôld that te Shiloh 
ſhall be the gathering of the people—that/they ſhall 
flock to him as doves to their windows he 


Hall be the deſire of all nations. Wiel theſe pre- 


ditions correſpond our Lord's memorable declata- 
tion reſpecting himſelf, © If I be liſted up from the 
earth, I will draw all men unto me 1.0 —— 
to the Lord in whom the church have righte 
and ſtrength, cannot be reſtricted to a perſonal ap. 
proach to him who continued only a ſhort time on 
earth, and who during his reſidence among men, 
invited thoſe who attended his miniſtry to come to 
him 1. The prediction imports, that men ſhall re- 


ſeort to him as diſeaſed folk to a (kilfal phyſieian for 


advice, that they may be relieved from — and 
reſtored to health; or as indigent people 

the opulent and liberal, that they may ne ws nn 
ſupply of their urgent neceſſities. They ſhall have 
recourſe to the Lord Jefus Chriſt, in thoſe ſacred in- 
ſtitutions to which he hath promiſed his preſence, 
that he may heal them of their ſpiritual diſtempers, 


and that he may enrich them from his all ſufficient 


fulneſs with Every needful bleſſing. What benefit 
Can be derived from the moſt eminent abilities, or 
the moſt generous beneficence, unleſs people apply 
for aſſiſtance, and thankfully accept of if the'offere! 
1 relief. In like manner, what Weben can men 


20 Fial. xxviii, 7. 4 John xii. 32 e xi. ; 28 
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expect to receive from God qur Saviour, if they do 
not implicitly follow his directions, and actually 
come to him for thoſe important dleſüngs he is able 
and ready to beſtow?Senſible of our wants, and 
convinced that he can abundantly ſupply them 
from his riches in glory; let us have immediate re- 
courſe to this gracious Lord, that he may do for us 
beyond what we can aſk or thin. 
And all that are incenſed' againſt bim ſhall be 1 
ſhamed,” The odious temper and certain miſery of 
thoſe who yield feigned ſubjection to the Son of 
God, whilſt they retain diſaffection to him in theis 
minds, is pathetically repreſented in .theſe few 
words. Men are incenſed when immodefately tranſ. 
ported with rage, they manifeſt in various ways 
their abhorrence and indignation of the perſon a- 
gainſt whom they are —_— ted. In this man- 
ner, ſome people are incenſed againſt the Meffiah; 
who are highly diſſatisfied with the doctrine of his 
divinity and propitiatory ſacrifice, who are greatly 
offended. at the method of ſalvation. through his 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength, who virulently oppoſe 
the ſucceſs of the goſpel; and peremptorily refuſe 
to obſerve his ordinances and laws: Their inſolent 
language, is expreſſed in the ſecond Pſalm; * Let 
* us break their bands aſunder, and caſt away their 
* cords from us.” Such malignant enemies of the Lord 
Jefus Chriſt, were many of the Jews, and afterward 
of the Gentiles, about the time of the eſtabliſhment 
of his kingdom. Inflamed with-implacable hatred - 
againſt him, his doctrine, and his followers, it may 
de ſaid of them 6 in the parable, his citizens hated 


5 — 


bim.“ Theſe adverſkrievoCihe Lord of fe BA 


their ſucceſſors to this day; who ought ſeriouſly to 
conſider, that they uh be aſhaned. The ſame ſen- 
timent occurred,' chap! xli. 17. Shame, or inward _ 
confuſion;* ariſes from a ſenſe. of guilt, from diſap- 


pointment of expectations, from diſgrace and con- 
I On all your aceounts, EP who” are if» 


cenſed 
vor. II. 2 3 R | 


. 


Yi FRE, our Lord ſhall be e They 
ſhall be confounded at the recollection of the guilt 


they have contracted by deſpiſing the Saviour, at 


finding their hopes entirely fruſtrated, and the ig - 


be ended world without end. Nat 


25 In the LORD ſhall all the ſeed of Ii 
be juſtified, and ſhall glory. Ar e 


| Two diſtinguiſhing privileges. _ * 13 
to be conferred on the ſubjects of Meſſiah's king- 


dom; who are denominated the ſeed of Iſrael. By 
them. are meant the {; piritual children of Jacob, who 


reſemble their great progenitor in piety, bumility, | 
and importunity in prayer. Concerning them, it is 
declared, they ſhall be juſtined in the Lord; they ſhall | 


be acquitted from deſerved condemnation, and ab- 
ſolved from the threatened puniſhment due to tranſ- 


greſſion. According to the repreſentations given 
in ſeripture of this precious. bleſſing, all their fins 
are freely forgiven; they are covered, they are 


not imputed or reckoned to their account, they are 
remembered no more; ſuch full indemnity is grant- 


eld, that God is ſaid to ſee noi iniquity in Jacob, or per- 


verſeneſs in Iſrael; and that there is no condemna- 
tion to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. This is not all, 


they are admitted into the favour of God, which is 


better than life; they are graciouſly accepted, they 
are inveſted with right to all the bleſſings contained 
in the exceeding-great and precious promiſes re- 


corded in ſcripture, and have preſented to their 


view the glorious 5 pect of an inheritance, in- 
corruptible, undefi 


them mand grace, and glory, with | every good 


i 
0 


d. and that fadeth not away. 
This ineſtimable pri ivilege, whereby is conſigned to 


nominy with Which they hall be treated. Come 
then without delay to him who waits to be gracious, 
and yield to him that profound ſubjection which he 
juſtly deſerves and demands; and yo * 2 never 
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motive on account of which it is conferted: 
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thing, egal to be in the Cord. not in ne 
or in any other perſon. They are juſtiſied freely 
by the grace of God, through the redemption iliat is 
in Jeſus Chriſt; and if by grace or pure favour; then, 
as an inſpired writer declares, it is no: more uf works; 
which are neither the cauſe, the condition, or the 
Tor 
by the works of the law, ſhall no fleſh be juſtified; 


otherwiſe grace is no more grace; it forfeits its 


name, it loſes its nature; and juſtification, inſtead of 


being a free gift, qught to be called a reward. But 
if it be of works, then it is no more grace, but de- 
pends on mens performances; and to them it ſhauld 


be attributed, and not to the grace of God; other- 


wiſe work is no more work, but is entirely different 


in its nature from the idea commonly included in 


the word. Thus the important truth contained in 
the prediction before us is confirmed; the ſpiritual 
children of Iſrael are juſtified in the Lord, in virtue 
of his perfect obedience, even unto death, and in 
conſequence of their being intimately | united ha him 
in whom 

T hey ſhall glry, and place all their confi 
In the Lord there is every thing whereof his peo- 
ple ought to make their boaſt. He poſſeſſes Al- 
mighty power, conſummate wiſdom, perfect yigh- 
teouſneſs, boundleſs grace, and everlaſting faithful- 
neſs ; through him they are juſtified, ſanctified, and 


| ſaved ; and with him they are intimately connected 


in the moſt indearing relations; therefore in him 
ſhould they rejoice and triumph. To this becoming 
exerciſe, repeated exhortations are given both in 
the Old and New Teſtaments. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, by the prophet Jeremiah, Let him that 

« plorieth, glory, 1 in this, that he underſtandeth 


*knoweth me; that I am. the Lord, who exerci P 


loving kindneſs, judgment, and righteouſneſs n 

the earth; for in theſe things I delight, ſaith the 

f Lord“. And the apoſtle of the Gentiles 8 | 
| that 


«Je ix. 855 


* 


that one great deſign of God in chooſing the fooliſh, 
the weak, the baſe, and contemptible _— of the 


world, who are 3 as 
unto them, in 


glory i in his —.— but 3 as it is 1 
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord *. % 10 
this Lord be glory, both now and ever. Amen. etl 
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PRELIMINARY QBSERVATION 8. 


HE keg ſeion 9, Tre pro 1 1955 ö 
Which is now to * . \ is intended to 
comfort the upright. ſervants of God? who fear un 
name; and to convince thoſe who were eſtranged 
from the worſhip of the true God, of their extreme 
folly, in order to bring them to repentanctg to re. 
preſs the Ke of the ſceptical and the profane; 
and to preſerve the Jews who were captives at Ba- 
by lon 5 idolatry, Nutten they fu p ned 
there with great pomp and ſplendor. For theſe im- 
portant purpolſes, the Lord Cod continues his diſ- 
courſe by dur Prophet, foretelling the deſtruction of 
idolatry, and the idols of Babylon; which were to 
be carried away with great labour into diftant coun: 
tries, ver. 1, 2.— He then addreſſes” the people 
of Iſrael who were living in exile, aſſuring them 
of the continuance” of his favour and _— 
throughout every period of their exiſtence, ver. 3, 4. 
OL which 10 nſtructz them in the Abluft 


of 1 00 wy made of *filyer and gold, 


ver. 5 - is repreſentation, 8 founded 4 


i Kathe 2250 ofa to repentance, and the wor. 


ſhip of the only true Jod, ver, 8=11:=-This 
is accompanied with a ſharp reproof to the obſti. 


nately wicked, who would not believe the fulfil. 


ment of this Prophecy; and the benefits that were 


WY Ta 3 


ec ee i 
. boweth down, Nebo ſtooperh, their 


the cattle: : YOUr, carriages were” heavy loaden; 


8 150 are a burden to the NN beaſt... udn 


|. Theſe ans 2 ones the overthrow. of 'Babylo. 
ian idolatry. Bel is probably a name of the f 


Mal, which, 225 otber places of ſcripture 3 Is called Ball 
word tl t_lignifies a lord. Or it may be the con- 


traction of Belus, who was the father of Ninus, the 


founder of the Babylonian; eber 4.5 1 


of whom that image might, have. been ere 
pretend not to 1 Whether the idol ſo called 
repreſented the ſun, or the perſon now mentio 
who was. greatly. revered. 5 the Chalde and. lebe 
was the queen of Bel, and repreſented "the 1 moon, 
which in the. prophecic of Jeremiah is called the 
dueen of heayen*. The names of the, great men 
dk the eaſt were frequently gompounded with theſe 

tro words, Bel and Nebo, to intimate Feuers, — 
| ſuperior dignity. or excellence: 7 WOOL ſtances 

in ſcripture, as Belſhazzar,. and Belteſhazzar 
chadnezzar, Nebuzaradan, 699028 5 the cee de ro 
ſpecified it is affirmed, that the former boxgeth doton, 
and the latter Hoopeth. At the pe referred. to 
theſe idols were to be reduced to a ſta a ignominy 
and contempt, being utter! y incapa ble of deliverin 7 5 
either the people of Babylon or t eme. 15 | 
imaginary deities which had been honoured, and 
confided in by a ſuperſtitious people, were to be en- 
tirely deprived of the reſpect and homage that had 
been given them, and conſequently conſidered 
merely as dead idols. This degradation was to'be 
the certain preſage of their future downfal and de- 
ſtruction.— Their idols were upon the beaſts, &c. VIZ. 
| T he camels, the horſes, the oxen, and es, 2 


. | . » Chap. xliv, 17. 


vending Sh XLVI. | 


idols were upon the beaſts, and upon 
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 PROPHEQIES ve ISATAH. got 
ed in carrying away the idols: of baby it into Me. 


dia and Perſia. Such were the immenſe fize, the 


great number, and vaſt weight of theſe: images, 


which the conquerors of Babylon were to convey = 


into their\dWwn-coun tries, that the animals drawing 
the carriages were to feel them an intolerable bur- 
den. It was anciently the practice of victorious ar- 
mies to tranſport the gods of the nations which they 
conquered, into their on lands. This cuftom, a- 
greeable to the prediction before us, was to be adopt- 
ed by Cyrus and his ſoldiers ;' who having broke 
down the idols they found in Babylon, da put the 
gold, the filyer, and the other valuable materials 
whereof the images were formed, into carriages, to 
remove them to Media and Perſia. This they-tound 
to be a very arduous, Toth pd, ſion to the. 
beaſts of burden. 3 I en tate 7155 5 
2 They ſtoop. yi We den ns; : 
they could not deliver the burden, wht er 
lelves are gone into ene 2 * 


The ſubject inertia) in the foriner verſes 15 
continued and illuſtrated. | The idols of Babylon 
are the ſubject of this prediction, which is repeated 
to render it more forcible; and to intimate the cer- 
tain approach of the foretola event. They could 
not eaſe the beaſts of the heavy burdens wherewith | 
they were loaded; they could not reſcue the peo- 
ple of Babylon from the calamities wherewith they 
were oppreſſed; nor could: they deliver themſelves | 
from deſtruction. They were therefore carried into 
captivity, and made the ſpoil of their conquerors. _ 
The accompliſhment of this: prophecy ry nll 
memorable event in hiſtory. After idolatry an 
the worſhip of images had long flouriſhed in ths: 
kingdoms: of the eaſt, God was pleaſed to employ 


the Medes and Perſians to give a powerfyhoheok #9 


theſe. ahominable practices. Theſe nations were 
well adapted to . — inſtruments of l : 


$02 
idolatry, which conſiſted m'worſhipping images; and 
bad among them neither temples nor altars , which 
they conſidered as inconſiſtent with the majeſty of 
God. Having acquired the empire ofoAfia;* they 
deſtroyed the temples and idols of the kingdom 
they vanquiſhed, and depoſited all that was valua- 
ble of them in their own treafures. In this buſineſs 
Cyrus made great progreſs; exhibiting an inſtructive 
repreſentation of that ſpiritual deliverance from ido. 
latry, which was to be effected by the prom fed Meſ. 
nah in the fulneſs of time. 


3 Hearken unto me, O houſe of Jacob, 
and all the remnant of the houſe of Iſrael, 


_ which are borne by me from the belly, which 


5 


are carried from the womb. _ 


The Lord God having ſhewh the abſurdity. of i 


dolatry, urges his peculiar people to abſtain From 


the odious ſuperſtitions, of which they were in dan. 
ger of being involved in a foreign country; by aſſu- 


ring hem, that as he had done great things for them 
in times paſt. he would not reject them, but con- 
tinue to exert his power and providence in their be- 
half. To this ſubject he demands ſerious attention. 
Hearken unto me. Liſten, give diligent heed and 
cloſe application of mind, to the comfortable aſſu- 
rance that 1 now give you of my favour and good 
will. This is your indiſpenſible duty, your true in- 
tereſt, and therefore you ought to incline your ears 
to my words; and lay them up in your hearts. To 
cConciliate their regard, he addrefles them with the 
greateſt kindneſs and affection O houſe of Jacob, 
c. who ſurvive! the many calamities you have ſuſ- 
tained in countries diſtant from your on land, and 
1 may now hope for deliverance by means of 
Cyrus king of Perſia. And all ibe runmdnt of the 
Hotzſe A feel who remain unto this day, in whole 
behalf God hath often remarkably interpoſed; By 
04 | 7 WR W N 


heſe 


h ſuperſtitions; for they abhorred that ſpecies bf 
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theſe deſignations they were nen many 


ſignal favours, which they and their progenitors in 
every Rage. of their exiſtence had received, in the 


_ courſe af divine providence. God, my; 1 


not only ſpake thus to his people formerly, but he 
alſo ſpeaks thus to us now, Who profels to he the 
ſpiritual poſterity of Iſrael his ſervant. From us he 
1 the ſame attention be demanded from | 
m | 
le are borne bra me, &c. The expreſſion bend 
to allude to the tenger care manifeſted by à parent 
or nurſe. toward their helpleſs infants, It plainly 
intimates the weakneſs of the Jewiſh people, who 
were incapable. of preſerving and defending them- 
ſclves;' that Jehovah protected them from their e- 
nemies, and extricated them from the calamities 
wherein they were involved; that he bote with 
their manifold defections and provocations; and 
that upon all occaſions, he never failed to exerciſe * 
the moſt vigilant attention to their welfare and ſafe- 


ty. This conſtant affeRion he diſcovered for them, 


from the earlieſt period of their exiſtence as a peo- 
ple. He took them from a ſtate of confinement in 
Egypt, and brought them forth into public view. 


He formed them into ane palitical ſociety, into one 
eccleſiaſtical body, about the ſafety of which his kind 


providence was continually. employed. When I 
rael was & child God loved t him; when like children 
they were weak, fooliſh, and helpleſs, wanderiny in 


the howling wilderneſs, he took them under his pe. 


cial protection, he ſuffered no man to do them wrong, 


he carried them in the Mm OO and bare 


them as on. eagles win In the time of t 


youth, be RD Was 8 in the days of J oſhig. 1920 a X 0 


the by c ges, Jehpyat kept them from be being oy 


Mg. ; he bare wit 


1 vil manners, and carmed 


them all the days of ol Ole Aber they arrived at ma- | 


turity, at their tall ſtrength and glory, in the days | 
of David and Sol mon, wp the Lofd of e 


I dangers to which they weiß . 


8 5 


G defence; and the God of Jacob their panda in 
whom was all the glory of their ſtrength.” And e. 
ven in advanced age, when they beganſto decay and 
gtow infirm, in the time of ſubſequent kings, until 

they were carried into captivity, God did not caſt 
them off, but in the midſt of deſerved wrath; he re. 
5 membered mercy. Review with admiration and 
gratitude, brethren, the kindneſſes of God which 
you yourſelves have received ever fince you-had'a 
being. He gave you life and breath, and all things. 
In the days of infancy when feeble and froward, he 
: ſpared and upheld you. In the time of youth when 
vain and fooliſh, he ſuſtained you amidit innumer- 

able dangers, and preſerved you from many.hurtful 
accidents, which might have ſnapt aſunder the brit- 
tle thread of life. After having nouriſhed and 
brought you up as children, and been the guide e of 
your youth in riper years, he liberally provided 
for you, and crowned you with loving kindnefles 
and tender mercies. It therefore becomes you thank: 
fully to acknowledge; that from the womb until no 
he hath cared for you. How cheerfully. may vou 
commit yourſelves and all your concerns into hig 
hands, who hath hitherto dealt bountifully WHY 55 
and who will never abandon or r caſt yOu: off; 


5 14 And even to your old age, I am: hk aa 
even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have - 
made, and 1 will hears 's even I will N and 
will deliver Jou. 3 


5 . 25 2 


The La God Seen Se as FR --would 
continue with the houſe of Iſrael his fayour and'ten- 
der care, even to the decline of their church and 
ſtate, when evident ſymptoms of decay and diſſolution 1 
made their appearance. Even to your old age—4a 
to hoary hairs. The Jewiſh people were now grow- 

ing ol 10 in the covenant that God made with their. 
fathers, when he took them by the hand to lead 
them. out vs the pd; of Egy 5 To adopt the 
1 youth 
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words.of ari apoſtle, writing bh Sei The 8 8 


covenant itſelf waxed old and was then ready. to 
' vaniſh aa L. Even in the time of Hoſea the 
prophet, Gray hairs were here and there upon 


them; indications of the approaching diſſolution 
of their chureh and ſtate were then obſervable. 
Among theſe may be reckoned idolatry And Juper- 


ſition. in the worſhip of God, pride and covetouſ- 
neſs, oppreſſion and injuſtice, with manifold iniqui- 


ties, diſtreſſes, and ſorrows. Theſe and other pre- | 


ſages of old age, were diſcernible upon them, though 
they knew them not. In theſe forlorn circum- 
ſtancesghe Almighty gives repeated aſſurance, that 
he would not forſake them; but afford them all ne- 
ceſſary n and ſeaſonable deliverance, by three 
words of peculiar ſignificance I will bear, I will 
carry, I will deliver. Previous to the delivery of 
theſe promiſes, he proclaims his eternal. power' and 
godhead, his rich mercy and grace am be who 
am invariably the ſame throughout all ages, Jeho- 
vah, I change not; and therefore the children of 
Jacob are not conſumed, 1 am he. who am merci - 
ful and: gracious; a faithful covenant keeping God; 
the dwelling place of my people in all generations; 
in whom your fathers truſted and were not put to 
ſhame ; and by whom were wrought the many great 


| deliverances of which your. fathers have told you) 
and of which you yourſelves have been witneſſes. 


I am he that hath relieved your neceſſities, that hath 


ſtrengthened you in weaknels, defended you in dan- 


ger, and reſcued you from the hands of your ene- 


mies. I appeal to yourſelves. Have n You, on | 


all occaſions experienced my grace and po iy | 
Lever command you to ſeek my face in vain: 1? 

Lever require any thing of you that did not c el 
bute to your beſt krereik, or promiſe you any t 

that I did not perform? Theſe en 
monſtrate that I am Jehovah, the proper object * 
truſt and e of adoration and ES 3 - 
des 


DS b. vill . 0 


minds, and created you unto good works. To you 
my hearers, to as many as walk according to this 


„ STU 

fuggeſt the DAS wnicouingeniont e 
to hope in my mercy, amidſt all the re volutions that 
happen in themſelves, and in tlie world around 
them. — Another fource of Wenn f is 1 in 
theſe words, 

haue mods, flith the great God, 5 eee a 
| things, My hands made and faſhioned: you; 
created your bodies, theſe beautiful 2 
wherein refide thoſe immortal ſpirits which Len- 
dowed with the noble powers and faculties they 
poſſeſs; and ſurely I will never forſake the work of 
my own hands, but will ſpare and-pity.. I have con- 


ſtituted the political and eccleſiaſtical body to which 


you belong, and formed you to be a peculiar; people 
unto myſelf ; a kingdom of prieſts, a holy nation, 
to ſhew forth my praiſes. And if you are Iſraelites 


indeed, I have renovated you in the ſpirit of your 


"als of the holy ſcriptures, the intimate relations 
ſubſiſting between God and you, afford real ground 
of comfort. Hath he made'you ? then he perfectij 


knows every cireumſtanee in your condition; he is 
intimately acquainted with all the fears, afflictions, 


and ſorrows; where with you are diſtreſſed, and with 
all the bleſſings neceſſury to your happineſs. This 


conſideration taken in connection with ypur experi · 


ence of the divine mercy; mentioned in the former 
_ verſe, ſhould animate you to truſt in the Lene 
Fovah, who hath faid 


Till bear, even [ wilt c carry, Gee; - Theſe rends 


feem to allude to the caſe of a perſon bearing ſome 
heavy weight, which he'efteems truly valuable; and 
being oppoſed by ſome adverſe power, he defends 


- and: reſcues it from injury. They forcibly expreſs 


the gracious regard that Jehovah was to ſhew for the 


fafety and comfort of his people, Iabouring under 
the preſſure of various calamities. By the care and 


enemies. 


q . . 
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ower of his providence, he would preſerve them from 
under chern., or becoming a prey to their e. 


jou 
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lief, under troubles and forrows. Take courage 


Vin. . 


nemies. 17 re thex 
8 before the diffolotion- of their tare; 
ſuch as they had never experienced in former times. 
Though they had been often weakened and van- 
quiſhed, their land, their cities, their metropelis, and 
their temple, had never been deſolated and laid 
waſte. The ark had been carried away into the 
land of the Philiſtines, but never had any calamity - 
befallen them like its deſtruction; with the removal / 
of the ſacred veſſels delonging to the ſanctuary, and 
the bulk of the people into a diſtant foreign coun- 
try. To ſupport them under their diſtreſſes, God 


declares I wilt bear, under the oppreſſive load of 


afflictions you have to ſuſtain; 1 will carry yon 
when enfeebled by infirmities ark difficulties, to 
ſafety and tranquillity; and I will deliver you from. 
the imminent dangers and cruet hardſhips to which 
you ſhall be ſubjected by your enemies, that you 
may ſerve the author of your-mercies. Theſe pro- 
miſes, with the bleffings they contain, afe transfer- 
red to the church under the New Teftament, and 


are applicable to all the ſpiritual Iſrael of God , eſpe- 


cially when in the advanced ſtages of life, and in 
diſtreffed circumſtances. From them the ſervants 
of God in every age have derived ſupport and re- 


then, ye aged ſaints, when depreffed with weak- | 
neſs, affliction, and the weight of years, when vou 
active powers decay, your complaints multiply, your 
fears and anxieties increafe, your heart and fleſh 
faint and fail: The Lord is pleaſed to reach yo 
the ſtaff of his word, on which you ente 
be firengthened. When vou cannot . | 
—_— and your R are incapable of giving you 
ny effectual nid, e God of all confolation will 

Be paring ief, and will be the ſtay of yot 

hearts, and your portion for ever. When unable 

ſuſtain the. ork you feel, he will bear ; when you 


cannot make progreſs, he will carry you forward in 


the way to RE deliver * — 


309 


joy. Faithful ; is he that hath promiſed; who alf 


will perform. And now, O Lord, in whom L put 


my truſt, Caſt me not off in the time of old age; 
forſake me not when my ſtrength faileth, when 
«Lam old: mad gray ere Gad forlake me 


2 not. - * 2 See 10 15 Ba * = 7 
5 Ds To whom will ye he's me, and gs: 


me equal, . e nn Chat RY by 


ke? ee e FE 2 067 
5 bn this, on the. two 1 tha 18 A 


low, Jehovah farther inſtructs his people in the grols | 


abſurdity of idolatry ; and the extreme folly of imi- 


tating the abominable {| uperſtitions of the heathen. - 


The Jews might have alledged that they el by 
the falſe gods of the Gentiles, but the God of Iſrael; 
and that they uſed images when they worſhiz pped 
him, only that they might have before their eyes Re 
other nations ſome beautiful obje&. This delyſive 
notion is here reprobated; 2 they were taught, 
that there is neither likeneſs nor equality betwixt 


the true God, and theſe fooliſh pretended reſem- 
blances made of him by the hands of men. It might 


be ſaid, that ſome of the divine perfections are ex- 
hibited in the holy ſeriptures, under ſymbolical re- 


preſentations ;. that the omnipreſence of Jehova is 


fet forth under the emblem of eyes, and his omnipo- 
tence by that of hands; and that many fimikr fi- 
gures occur in the ſacred writings, There is, hows 


ever, a very great difference betwixt theſe ſyanbo- 


lical images, intended to aſſiſt mens feeble àppre- 
henſions, and the idols that were formed to be the 


| $ bjects of adoration and invocation, which were 


emſelyes worſhipped. Againſt this criminal prac- 
tice, the Lord God, guards his people, by admini. 
ſtring a ſharp reproof to thoſe who were. guilty of 
this odious crime. To whom then will ye liken me, 
faith God? No figure whatſoever that you devile 
or execute, can ord © an —— W 


and conduct you to the Senken of ebe ed 
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mong the ſons of the mighty ean be liken 


me? Among the gods there is none like unto the 


Lord, neither are there any works Uke unto his 
works. It is therefore impious in the Higheſt de- 
gree, to pretend to make any ſimilitude of the in- 
viſible God, and then to e e before 
that imaginary deity. 


* 
* 


6 They heiſh geld ovtrafehb "bak; and 


v, 
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F 


of my infinite excellence, ſanity,” 460. e 
Who in heaven can be compared unto me? Ok a- 


weigh ſilver in the balance, and hire a gold- t 


ſmith 3 and ke maketh it a Ds N n 2 Fall 
down, yea, they worſhip. r e 


The mb of idolaters here deterdbed. is  Rnple 
and eaſy to be underſtood, ſo as to require lit- 
tle Maste og. It is evident, that theſe deluded 


people ſpared. no expence in makin g, and beautify. 


ing the images which they worſhipped. For theſe. 
purpoſes, they laid out with great profuſion large 
fums of gold and ſilver, and employed the beſt 


tradeſmen to frame and decorate the idol; whick | 


being made, they fell down, and gave it that ho- 


mage which is due to he only living: and true God. 


7 They bear him upon the ſhoulder; 5 
carry him, and ſet him in his place, and he 
ſtandeth; from his place ſhall he not remove: 


bt 


yea, one ſhall cry unto him, yet can he nat 


anſwer, nor ſave him out of his trouble. ed 


How aftoniſhing the inſerifibility and groſs ſtu i- 1% 


rr 


dity of idolaters in all ages, not only of antient -W V 


tions, but of thoſe which exiſt to this very day; 
only of ſome remote regions of America, but 1 


India and China; beſides 15. abominable uperſti-⸗ _ 
tions which are "practiſed by the votaries of the. 
church of Rome; ſome of 928 not leſs fooliſh than 
thoſe of the eaten that ſerved dead idols, which _ 


were 


1 
11 


l : 
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were carried upon mens Wee „New ng 
oully ane, ed from 


Jehovah, the Moſt High over all the earth! He is 
eternal, ſelf-exiſtent, - immutable, ſpiritual, ineor- 
ruptible, not made with hands, not ſubjeQ- to diſ. 
ſolution. He bears, and he carries his people; he 
delivers thoſe who call upon him in the day of trou- 
ble; and being omnipotent and omnipreſent, he is 
always able and ready to help thoſe WHO truſt in 


i dim. Whereas the gods here deſcribed, were made 


dy mens device, were deſtitute of underſtanding, in- 
capable af moving; put into the ſtation allotted for 


them, they were incapable of affordin hes wi | 


| deliverance to thoſe devoted to their-ſervice, when 


in the moſt calamitous condition. | 


g Remember this, and ſhew e men: 
bring it again to mind,. O ye tranſyreſſors. 


To demonſtrate the truth of his exiſ RO 
ef Bonn; the Lord God requires thoſe who had 
tranſgreſſed his covenant, and were in danger of 
being ſeduced into idolatrous practices, to call to 
mind the wonderful works, which in times of old 
he had performed for the falvation of his people— 
Remember this; attentively recollect the momen- 
tous truths that you have now heard, incylcating 
 _ the amnjpotence and tender mercy-of Jehovah; who 

bears, and aids, and reſcues his people in thoſe ſea- 
ſons wherein they moſt need affiſtance, Call to 
mind alfo the extreme folly and wickedneſs of ido- 
laters, who ſerve gods that can neither anſwer their 


requeſts, nor ſaye them when in the greateſt dil | 


treſs. Revolve theſe things again and again in your 
minds, and lay them to heart, that you may be 1 
ditually influenced by them in your temper and 

_ condudt.—Shew yourſelves men, O ye tranſgreſſors 
of the ſtatutes and judgments 1 gave unto your fa- 
- ys not 3 et fooliſh inconſiderate chil- 


© # 


4 N * 
* 
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the idols honoured” by the 
Gentiles, is the God of Ifrael, whoſe name lone is 


. . T T i 


3 


excited by the recollection to perform t 
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dren, who are often thoughtleſs and inconſtant in the 
meaſures they adopt; but as becometh reaſonable 
creatures, endowed with ſound judgment and un- 
derſtanding, who diſcriminate betwixt truth and 
error, hetwixt right and wrong. And if you wiſely | 
conſider the topics recommended to your particular | 
attention, you may be ſenſible, that perk 75 e 
any thing more inconſiſtent with the reaſon and dig- 
nity of intelligent men, than to fabricate idols, and 
then to fall down and worſhip them; nor any thing 
more ſuitable to your rational nature, than ferious 
reflections on tie glorious majeſty, the tender mer- 


cies, and faithful PRI of God. Tre of ite: 


9 Remember the former things of Ep 
for I am God, and there is none elſe; I am 
God, and there i is none like me. 


The tranſgrefſors of the covenant of God, are re- 
quired to review his ſtupendous works, which af- 


ford illuſtrious proofs of his eternal power and god- 


head. The former things here intended, were the 
operations of Providence, whereby their fathers 


were brought forth from the land of Egypt, and 
preſerved amidſt imminent dangers; with the righ- 


teous judgments he had executed upon their ene 


mies Thoſe ſignal mercies, and remarkable inter- 


poſitions, which as a people, they had enjoyed 
through many ages, emphatically denominated by 
the royal Prophet, his former loving kindneſſes.“ 

Theſe things, tranſgreſſors were directed to remem- 
ber, to muſe and meditate upon, until they were | 
| utiles 

which they were intended to enforce. The oy” 
ledge of them was tranſmitted from age to 


For this purpoſe, '* Jehovah appointed a law in 1. 


* rael, which he commanded their fathers, that they \\ 
« ſhould make known to their children, that the _ - 


neration to come might know them, even the chil 


* dren that ſhould be born, who ſhould ariſe and de- 
Vor. III. e * * N clare 


It 
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« clare them to kheir children, that they might ſet 
their hope in God, and not forget the works of 
God, but keep his commandments . Moſes, and 
the other ſervants of the Moſt High, recorded theſe 
former things, ſabbaths and feaſts were inſtizuted to 
commemorate, and preſerve them in remembrance; 
and the prophets, in their diſcourſes to the people, 
often called them to their minds, as powerful teſ- 
timonies of the kindneſs, the omnipotence, and ve- 
racity of the God of Iſrael. Such, however, were 
the prejudices and inſenſibility of the Jews, that. 
they did not rightly conſider the divine benefits, 
nor were they ſuitably affected with the awful judg- 
ments inflicted upon themſelves and other nations. 
They are therefore directed to conſider them as 
proofs of the exiſtence, the perfections, and provi- 
dence of the only living and true God, the God of 
Jacob, beſide whom there is none elle, and to whom 
there is none „„ i 


10 Declaring the end from the 5 
and from ancient times 2b things that are not 
yet done, ſaying, My counſel AO Fey on: 
1 will do all my pleaſure : | 


4 Anpther argument is adduced to prove ibs. FRY 
nity of the God of Iſrael, to which his people are 
directed to attend. It is derived from the clear pre- 
dictions which he had early delivered, reſpecting fu- 

ture contingent events, with the circumſtances ac- 
companying them whereof he had an accurate 
foreknowledge ; ariſing not from penetration or 
probability, but from his own will and purpoſe. 
T this ſubject, our Prophet thus ſpeaks—Decla- 
the end from the beginning. The Lord God 
forstold the cauſes that were to operate, and the 
effects which were thereby to he produced; he pre- 
_ dided future diſtant events in the order and con- 
nection wherein they 1 were to me the _—_ 
| ey 


r Goa 7. Ce 


ws Fal. uri. 5,6 , 5. 
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human affairs conducted. 
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they were. to promote, and the conſequences that 
were to enſue. Theſe things Jehovah. by his fer- 
vants announced from the beginning; from the 
early ages of the world, and nearly from the com- 


mencement of time. Enoch the ſeventh from A- 


dam, foretold that grand event which ſhall termi- 
nate the preſent world; the coming of the Lord to 
the final judgment. This fragment of the prophe- 
cies of this highly honoured man of God, is tranſ- 


mitted to us by the apoſtle Jude. Noah the eight 
from Adam, an eminent preacher of righteouſneſs, 
foretold the deſtruction by water of the world that 


then was, 120 years before the flood. The patriarch 
Jacob who was ſurnamed Iſrael, in the benedictions 
he pronounced upon his children, foreſhewed by 
divine direction what ſhould befal them in the 
laſt days: his ſervant Moſes informed them what 
was to be the latter end of the Ifraelitiſh people; 
and by our Prophet God deelared the overthrow of 
the Babylonian empire, with' the gods which were 
there worſhipped. In theſe, and many other me- 
morable. inſtances, hath the truth aſſerted in the 


firſt part of this verſe, been nenne bn con- 
firmed; 


And from 4 times the things that are not yet . 


done. Many things of vaſt importance, had the 


Lord God of old gnificl by his ſervants that were 


7 happen, which in the days of Iſaiah were not 


accompliſhed ; ſuch as the deſtruction of Babylon, 


the deliverance of the Jews from ca wu and the 
advent of the Meſſias to put an en in, and to 
make reconciliation for iniquity. The. old prophe- 


cies however which had been exactly ful ed;igaye 


' agreeable ſecurity that the others would certainly _ 
be verified in their ſeaſons ; ſo that -prophecjes of 


both claſſes united in forming a ſtrong argument 
that the Lord is God, that there is none like Him, 
nor any beſide him; that he is the governor of the 
univerſe, according to whoſe counſel and will all 


E hs 
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My counſel ſhall Hand, &c. The exact foreknow- 


ledge of future events is the peculiar prerogative of 
Jehovah, whoſe decrees adjuſt every circumſtance . 
relative to his creatures. No good reaſon can be 
aſſigned why the purpoſe of God ſhould not be ef. 
fected; why his pleaſure ſhould not be executed. 
The counſels of men may be fruſtrated by their own 


natural inſtability ; by their want of foreght and 
wiſdom; or, by their incapacity. to execute the 


plans they have formed. None of theſe circum- 
ſtances can defeat the purpoſe of Jehovah. He is 
of one mind, and who can turn him; what his ſoul 


deſireth that he doeth. He doeth among the ar- 


mies of heaven and the inhabitants of the earth, 


whatever pleaſeth him. He is wiſe in heart, and 


wonderful in counſel ; no adverſe power can pre- 
vent the accompliſhment of his deſigns; for there is 


no wiſdom nor counſel againſt the Lord. The 


* counfel of the Lord (ſaith the king of Iſrael) 
ſtandeth for ever; the thoughts of his heart to 


generations. His decrees therefore are compared 
to mountains of braſs, to intimate their immoveable 


ſtability and perpetual duration. And I will do all 


my pleaſure, both in the natural and moral world. 
In the natural world, I will give ſummer and win- 


ter, ſeed time and harveſt, _ and cold, light and 
darkneſs in their ſeaſon; and-in the moral world, I will 


exalt and abaſe, give peace and create evil, as ſeem- 
eth good in my ſight. What ſtriking proof hath the 
Moſt High exhibited of his glorious ſovereignty: 


After/angels, probably the higheſt order of int * 
gent creatures had ſinned, notwithſtanding 


power and dignity, he hath reſerved them i m _ 
of darkneſs to the judgment of the great day. Af. 
ter men had tranſgreſſed, who perhaps are the low- 
eſt order of reaſonable beings, he ſent his own Son 
into the world, that they might not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life: 1 need not multiply inſtan- 
ces; in all his diſpenſations, Jehovah will do as he 


Oy 


* Pſalm xxxili. 11. | 
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pleaſes; none can ſtay Kis hand, or ſay unto him, 
what doeſt thou? Such are the illuſtrious proof 
whereby the God of Ifrael eſtabliſhes his divinity, _ 
and ſhews'that he is the only true God, and that 
beſide him there is none elſe. Convinced * he 
is God alone, let us adore, and lows; and . 2 
the ſupreme diſpoſer and Lord of all. T 


1 
4 & 7 
* ” 


11 Calling a ravenous bind Kom 33 eaſt 
the man that executeth my. counſel from 
far country: yea, I have ſpoken it, I Will 
alſo bring it to paſs; ; 1 dave Fe 5 : 
will atfo do it. Ned, 


A bene Past des the Land a God * 


there is none like him, taken from the chief ſub- 


ject of this diſcourſe, is here ſubjoined. By the ra- 
venous bird, is probably meant the eagle, which 
hath been called the chief among the winged tribes. 
He is remarkable for the elevation and rapidity of 

his flight, even into diſtant regions, for his great 


ſtrength, for the quickneſs of his ſight, and for a | 


ing hold on his prey ſo ſuddenly and firmly, that 
it cannot eaſily be taken from him. On theſe ac- 
counts, Kings and princes are compared in ſeripture 


to this bird. Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon is 


ſpoken of under this image, * which is doubtleſs in- 
tended here to fignify Cyrus king of Perſia; as is 
evident from the words that immediately follow. 
This great man in ſeveral reſpects reſembled the e- 
cle. He is celebrated for magnanimity, for the 
penetration of his judgment, the rapidity of his 


movements, his expeditions into remote countries, 
and his ſeizure of thoſe rich ſpoils of which he could 


not be deprived. | Beſides, he is ſaid to have had i 
an aquiline noſe, and the figure of a golden eagle 
with extended wings impoſed on his ſtandards. On 

theſe and other A this illuſtrious prince 1s 
poken of in the 2 2 1 language 1 TY 


* See Ezek. xvii. 3. 


4 


as 4 ravenous bird called from the eaſt; from Perſia, 
- that was ſituated eaſtward of Canaan and Babylon. 
The man that extcuteth my counſel, & c. Theſe words 
plainly intimate, that Cyrus was the perſon intend- 
ed by the foregoing figurative deſcription. God 
was pleaſed to honour him with the execution of 
his purpoſe, reſpecting the deliverance of his peo- 
ple from captivity, and the puniſhment of their e- 
nemies For this end he brought him from a re- 
mote country, to be the principal agent in effect. 
ing that important work. To give certainty to the 
event, it is added, Tea, I have ſpoken, &c. I have 
foretold its accompliſhment, and I will aſſuredly 

bring it to paſs, notwithſtanding every obſtruction 
that may ſeem to lie in the way of its execution. 

182 Hearken unto me, ye ſtout hearted, 
© that are far from righteouſneſs: i ene 
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* 
* 
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Solemn attention is demanded to an important 
admonition from thoſe proud and obſtinate people, 
who refuſed to give credit to the,. promiſes of God, 
containing the precious benefits to be conferred on 
the church. The Lord God vouchſafes to addreſs 
them under the deſignation which they juſtly de- 
ſerved, that they might know his perfect acquain- 
tance with the diſpoſition of their minds, notwith- 
ſtanding they artfully endeavoured to conceal their 
diſſimulation; and that he might bring them to a 
better temper than they had hitherto diſcovered. 
The character given them is that of /fout hearted, 
fierce, audacious, and haughty. Raſhly imagining 
that they were ſuperior to the bulk of-mankind, 
confiding in their abilities, and inſenſible of ther 
depravity, they imbibed falſe principles, and be- 
came confirmed in erroneous ſentiments, which pride 
and vanity would not permit them to retract. Stub- 
born and intractible, they obſtinately perſiſted in 
incredulity, and diſobedience to the word of God 
they would not receive his teſtimony, they . 
5 of 


ves. 23. PROP: LEVGIEDS OF 15 
not ſubmit. to his government, nar as his ordi- 


proceeding from evil to worſe, they Rrengthened 
themſelves in their wickedneſs, they became impu- 
dent and ſtout - hearted. Another ingredient in their 


with the rich diſplays that God had given of his 
clemency and compaſſion, of his dread Fates 


only continued proof againſt all the evidences where- 
by the truth is ſupported, but they were enemies 
of all righteouſpeſs, and addicted to the practice of 
various kinds of iniquity. They were fat from poſ- 


r * 


God that ſupreme affection, that firm reliance, and 


nances. No threatening intimidated them, no pro-—- 
miſe or mercy ſoftened their obduratèe hearts; but 


character is Far from righteouſneſs... Unaffected 


againſt fin and his love of righteouſneſs; they not 


ſelling integrity and truth; for they withheld from 


, that homage-of obedience, which-hejuſtly demands. | 


Nor did they diſcover. that unfeigned love of their 


brethren. which. the love of God fails not to pro- 


at duce. Under the power of unbelief, they attained. 


le, not the law of righteouſneſs, and were very far from 
d, the hope and fruits of xighteouſneſs; peace, conſola- 
tion, and. jo "Pp Though in this miſerable ſtate, the 
mighty God the Lord directs his ſervants not to o- 
rerlook. or contemn; but affectionately toaddreſs 


ten unts me, Give ear unto the Words of my mouth; 
hear, O my people, and I will teſtify unto th e; 0 
Iſrael, if thou wilt hearken unto me. Hear i 
tion ; be wile, and refuſe. it not; hear Am 
and ;,confider and lay it to heart, and — it for 
Jour good. What tender mercy. in God, to ſend 
" ſervants. to ſpeak particularly to thoſe who wage / 


ings, and promiſes, 


and. abuſed his meſſepgers;. and, 
after all. their ſtu 


not [ke thoſe proud incorrigible people who an- 
wered the Ea: Ky ſaying, © The word 


them, and to demand their ſerious attention. N 
aalen, 7 


ſtout hearted, who deſpiſed his warnings, threatens. * 


that 


bornneſs and unnghteoulnels,. i. N 
make trial if they will liſten to his vice and be o- 
bedient Lake heed then, brethren, that you act 


Tins —— — den ron 
« certain do whatſoever — 2 — — 


= the word of Oba; which as fins vein afs; oft 
life, the ſavour note of death- ante deb. Ie 
nate N 17 Muir ya 
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— 116 i eee Ag a vin * ** * Sa ayes 1 | 
1 eee admonitiom to: hich ſehc : 
vah demanded attention, . s G the above 
deſcription. The righteouſneſs of Ge ! 0 
of; may denote the glorious * 
nature. And as this eſſential attribute. Wn l 
is richly maniſeſted in 1 is people f. 
which diſplays his conſummate-xeQitude, . goodne ls ft. 
and faithfulneſs; it may comprehend the, Tonk l, of 
verance of the Jews-from-captivity at Babylon, wo bl 
the great ſalvation accomplithed by. 9 5 of C th 
whichitprefigured. Boththeſedeliverances nd, 8 
ed on the righteouſneſs, the grace, and AER e * 
hovah, which require the fulfilment. of the 8 


made to the fathertʒ and to each of them there way be 
reference inthis expreſſion, God brought near s Fight: bra 
teouſneſs, and exhibited ĩt to view in the temporal 
22 the ſpiritual ſalyation he 
church. ugh in your ations you 4 Pl 
i at a vaſt diſtance; or . 111 
revealed, yet be aſſured e e — 
wmſaluation ſball not tanry. At the 19 2 5 oy 
Were delivered, the.periad was 
nnn eople. were, to be reſo 
which was — be Wand all COR 
time fixed for its accompliſhment was th hs 
ppproauking} no Oe delay N e made, 
SOL eee ene eee 
9 Jer, x ih 16, In, e 


vn. 13. 2 WY 
| ages were quickly to glide away; and Rs os. 


ſtream of time had run through a few gepemtions; © 


_ falvation was to make its appearance. 


And I will place ſalvation in Zion. I will give de- 


lverance from exile and bondage to the inhabitants 
of Lion, and reſtore-them to the poſſeſſlon of their 


own land, where they ſhall enjoy liberty and happi- 


neſs. And Iwill work a far more Fb, and glorious 
ſalvation for my church typified by Lionz there I will 
place it, as its reſidence, in which it ſhall for 
ever abide, for the benefit of 1/rael my glory; to whom 
I have manifeſted my glory, among whom I have 
inſtituted my worſhip, which is their glory; in whom 
] am glorified, and by whom my glory ſhall be ad- 
vanced. The truths contained in this verſe are ex- 
preſſed in an inſtructive variety of ternis which, tho? 
of ſimilar import, yet each repreſents ſomewhat dif- 
ferent from the other, and ſuggeſts ſome circum- 
{tance that contributes to give a more enlarged view 
of the ſubject, and ſerves to enhance the value of the 
bleffings foretold.—In the temporal deliverance | 
that God wrought for his people of old, let us con- 
template the image of the more glorious ſalvation he 
hath placed in his church, whereof we are invited by 


the goſpel to participate. And whilſt with tiumble | | 


gratitude we enjoy temporal mereies and deliver 
ances, as the fruits of undeſerved goodneſs, let our 
deſires and aims chiefly terminate on that great als 
ration which compriſes deliverance from the bond- 

age of corruption, * — ſpiritual enemies, from . 
puniſhment of tranſgreſſion, and from all evil; 


which advances to the enjoyment of the moſt glo- 1 


rious privileges and proſpects, and in every „ 
imparts true conſolation and joy. Hleſſed be t 
Lord God of Ifrael from n 


a - "Praiſe ye t 
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meln OBSERVATIONS. 
HE fourth ſection of the propheti 
which we b ee illuſtrate, was 
— 4: intended to adminiſter conſolation to the 
people of God who were harſhly treated and cru- 
Elly oppreſſed; to aſſure them of ſpeedy deliver- 
ance from the tyranny of their adverſarièes, and of 
the awful vengeance that was to be executed upon 
; them; and to convey inftruction to the inveterate 
enemies of the church of God, by repreſenting the 
juſt judgments to which they expoſed themſelves, 
5 who having laid aſide all regard to the divine bien 
and the proſperity of the ſervants of Jehovah, e 
vbvoured with inflexible rigour to haraſs and Alle 
5 them. It ſeems evidently to have been deſigned to 
cCoxnvince the people of Babylon of their atrocious 
wickedneſs; of the vanity of their diviners, in whoſe 
Fe prognoſtications they confided; and the impotency 
of the idols which they ſerved. For theſe: purpoſes, 
directing his difcourſe to the Babylonians, our Pro- 
phet proceeds to announce the overthrow of their 
mighty empire which was celebrated for its: defence, 
its power, riches, and ſplendor: intermixing with the 
denunciation of divine judgments, the delineation 
of the cauſes which contributed to-bring upon them 
the predicted direful calamities, v. 1—4.—He then 
more particularly deſcribes the judgments to be in- 
flicted, with the ſeveral crimes which united their 
influence i in terminating the exiſtence of theit king- 
dom, v. 5—11.—After which he addreſſes them in 
furcaſtical language, calling them to aſk counſel and 
aſſiſtance from the ſoothſayers and aſtrologers, in 
whom they had placed their confidence, v. 12, 13. 
The chapter concludes with a moving repreſen- 
tation of their utter incapacity to afford relief, with 
the miſerable. end of all thoſe who W N curve 
arts, v. 14, 15 0 0 
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tender and delicate.” The words Aloe the ſlate 
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0h — and UF in Ws duſt, 0 vir- 
in, daughter of Babylon, ft. on the 
gouf "there is no throne, G daughter of the 
Chaldeans: for thou ſhalt no obe "We ale 
tender and delicate. ds eee 


Iſaiah begins this oath of his diteourte by e on 12 
hibiting Babylon deprived of her empire and glory. 


and reduced to a very depreſſed and humble con- 


dition. 'He addreſſes her in the name of the God 
of Iſrael, under this deſeription O virgin, daughter 


of Babylon. The citizens of Babylon, the ſeat, of 


extenſive empire, are certainly intended. The firſt 


part of this deſignation ſerves to intimate their ſound- 


neſs and liberty, their beauty and accompliſhments, 


their dignity and grandeur, their delicacy and effe- 


minacy, together with their ſolicitude to preſerve 

untainted, their honour and reputation The other 
is no leſs juſt and well founded; for the bulk of the 
inhabitants of that kingdom and metropolis were 
born, nouriſhed,and educated in that country or city, 


where they grew up to maturity and reſpectability, 


and many of them became ornamental and uſeful 
to the ſocieties to which they belonged 4-9 daugh- 
ter of the Chaldeant. For the ſame reaſons the peo: 
ple of Chaldea are called the daughter of that kin 
dom, whoſe. metropolis was Babylon. They are te. 
quired to deſcend from the throne; ſovereignty a 
dominion, they had long poſſeſſed; from the han 
and influence they had enjoyed; and to fit. in a 


low afflicted and ſorrowful condition, i in which t 2 


were to remain! This great city was to be fo:tho- 
roughly ſpoiled and defolated; that many: even thaſe 
of the higheſt rank who were left in it ſhould be 
obliged od ſit on the ground, and there to bemoan - 
their diſtreſſed ſtate For thou ſhalt no more be called 


of 


- 2 
— 
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of a 3 of the royal or ſome noble family, 
who abſtains fro cas all manner of labour with — 
arcely touch the boa with her 


funnds, who will 


is * * 


2 2 Take t Rue mne ail 4 ind f © 
cover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover 
the. thigh, paſs over the rivers. 
The abjegt ſervile condition, and e em: 
ployments of the citizens of Babylon, are Wer points 

ed out. Women were generally employed in the 
eaſt in grinding the corn with hand- mills, 1 — 
was eſteemed a mean and moſt toilſome work. 
you perform the talk aſſigned yo * the 
eaſe and yigour—Uncover thy loc e 
quently do when they engage in bard labour, which 
requires great exertion, and by. which they. are 15 
to be much heated we * ed. Make bare the 
leg, uncover the thi fide every unneceflary 
garment that might of Wing you in executing the 
arduous taſk aſſigned to you, and in ing through 
the waters that you may have to ford on various oc. 
caſions. The expreſſions taken together, emphati; 
cally repreſent the very great change that as t 
take place 1 in the condition of the Baby loniſli Wo- 
men, who. had lived in luxury and delicacy. They 
Wt nqt only bs 1 of the „Awad . 
8 1 ranks i 
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thy ſhame ſhall. be ſeen: I will e 
, | geance, and 1 will not meet thee as a man. | 
ö The igt beenden s ee M e . 5 
- were to be reduced, is farther deſcribed, In per- — 
, forming the ſevere ſervices in which they were to 


be employed, thoſe parts of the human body that 
were wont formerly to be covered with much neat= 
neſs and elegance, were to be diſcloſed to open view. | 
Every perſon hath ſomewhat which may properly be 
called his nakedneſs or ſhame, in a figurative ſenſe, - 
ſuch as a weak judgment, imprudence, inconſidera- 
tion, injuſtice, cruelty, avarice, poverty, or contempt 
of religion. Over that he ſtudiouſiy endeavours to 
throw a veil, that it may be preſerved from public 
obſervation. Now when the covering is taken away 
by which any of theſe things were concealed, then 
jy nakedneſs or ſhame, is laid open to the in- 
pection of thoſe who ' poſſeſs penetration and dil. / 
cerament. In this ſenſe of the words, they foretold 
the reproach and contempt wherewith the inhabi- 
tants of Babylon were to be viſited; — will tale 
vengeance, &c. The God of Iſrael explicitly de- 
clares, that he would execute the terrible judgments 
he had denounced. Vengeance belangeth unto 
the Lord, and he will repay recompenſe to his ad- 
verſaries in a manner ſuited to his infinite ma jefty, | 
and the atrocious crimes they have committeſ. 
And Þ will not meet thee as a man, whoſe compaſſion 
may induce him to ſhew ill judged forbearanee and 
clemency; but thou'ſhalt have judgment without. 
mercy who haſt ſhewed no ſro I will not meet | 
thee with the juſtice of a man, that may be per- 
verted; but with that impartial equity which can 
Reber be correpted nor evaded. * I will not wy 
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them. — As for our Redeemer, who hath engaged 


| Ges with hiyigee of iti, which kur befgid ge 


fons, may be concealed or deferred; but With my 


fierce wrath that ſhall inevitably conſume thee 4 


for wrath bringeth the puniſhment of the ſword, 


that ye may know that there is a judgment. I will 


not meet thee with the ſtrength of a man, that 

be oppoſed or vanquiſhed ; but clothed with omni- 

potence that cannot be reſiſted ; ſo that it ſhall ap- 
that it is not the vengeance of man, but of 


| God.—Let us beware then of indulging: in delicacy; 


and abufing the bleſſings we enjoy, left we provoke 


God to deprive u us of mon, and 1 8555 us for our 
ey. _—_ 5 PR a „ tes * 


4 . our (ys the LORD- of 
hos is his name, the Holy One of ere 


The church is Wk) rade exulting i in God 
as their Saviour, who. preſerves and delivers them 
not by human power, but by the arm of his omni- 
potence. Whilſt their adverſaries have reaſon; to 


be overwhelmed with conſternation and-dread, at 


the awful threatenings denounced againſt them; 
the people of God have cauſe to triumph in the in- 
timate relations wherein he ſtands connected with 


to reſcue us from the hands of our enemies, to 
plead our cauſe, to avenge our blood, and to: ad- 
'  wance us to proſperity and happineſs; he is the 
Lord of hoſts, Sh ruleth in heaven and earth;iwho 
muſtereth the armies of battle; who giveth 0 
Tance and victory ty whomſoever he pleaſeth. No 
weapon therefore that is formed againſt us can pto- 
per; ſalvation is of the Lord, and it becomes us 


and faithfulneſs. In the greatneſs: of thine; excel- 
lency, thou haſt overthrown them that roſe up a- 


4 
n Nr e who 0 


with gratitude and joy to celebrate his power, grace. 


gainſt us *,'—We- exult alſo! in this mighty — 
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over Syria, Phœnidia, Egypt and Arabia, H 
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in all his Ways, and holy in all his works j ? 
bath ſet,us apart for himſelf, that we may ſhew 
his praiſes ; who ſanctifies us, and who is land; 
by us. We may then certainly conclude. that he i 
will accompliſh, the promiſes he hath RIS) * N ö 
exert his power in our behalf. tay 


8 Sit thou filent, and get thee ; into —_— „ 
vels, O daughter of the Chaldeans : for thau &  — 
ſhalt no more be —_ "TOW: my ow] vp 


Babylon 1s eee to 8 in a ane bad os 
ſcurity, the dreadful calamities wherewith ſhe was 
to be viſited. In the beginning of this chapter, the 
inhabitants of that great city were called to bewait | 
their degradation from a ftate of dignity and afflu- 
ence, and their having fallen into meanneſs and 
contempt. Here they are introduced in a deſolate 
condition, and directed to mourn and lament over 
the grievous judgments they were to ſuffer. Sor © 
row naturally wiſhes to give itſelf vent in ſolitude | 
and obſcurity, where its effects cannot be obſerved: ' 
Hence in the Lamentations, Jeremiah having ac- 


| knowledged that the Lord had brought him into 


darkneſs; he ſaith of the man that beareth the yoke 
in his youth, he fitteth alone and keepeth Wence.'# 
The reaſon why the inhabitants of Babylon were 
required to be filent in darkneſs, is ſubjoined in the 
following words For thou ſhalt no more be called a 
lady ef \ kingdoms.” She was no longer to enjoy/the - 


| honourable and elevated rank which ſhe\potlefied | 


under the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, when ſhe 91 if 
a very extenſive; influence over many kingdqms 5 


nations were treated by her as handmaids 3 
vants: to her they looked up as to their miſtreſi, 
and according to her commands they regulated 
_—_ UNVEWOUtLe x3 "By the execution of the judg- 


'* Chap. Whale t eee Jar 25. 
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ments above denounced; the peoples of Ahe 
power over other 


were to be for ever cut off from 
kingdoms, and diveſted of their former pomp and 


grandeur. They were to be brought into ſubjec- 


tion to the Medes and Perfians, in conſequence 


whereof, thoſe who lived in delieacy and ſplendor, 
were to fall into obſcurity and indigence. en 


641 was wroth withmy people, Lhavepollu- 


5 ted mine inheritance, and given them into 
thine hand: thou didſt ſhew them no mer 


cy; upon the ancient haſt thou ery. heavily 
laid thy yoke. * 


If it is inquired what were the ne . 
—— to bring down upon Babylon the ſevere 
judgments of heaven. To this queſtion a full re- 


— os given in this and the verſes that immediate - 
follow. The firſt mentioned, and one of the 


chief, was their cruelty toward the people of God, 
The Lord God af their fathers was wroth with 


Judah, becauſe their kings had done evil- in bis 
fight ; becauſe the chief of the prieſts and the 
people, tranſgreſſed very much after all the abo- 


minations of the heathen ; and polluted the houſe - 
af the Lord which he had ballowed in rula- 


em They alſo mocked bis meſſengers, and de- 
oo his words. Therefore he brought upon them 


the king of the Chaldees who flew them with the 


ſword, and them that bad eſcaped he carried 
away to Babylon, where they were ſervants to him 


and his ſons . In this manner did God teſtify his 


juſt diſpleaſure againſt the. Jewiſh people. have 
polluted mine inheritance. The poſtenty of Iſrael 
were God's inheritance, on account of his ſpecial 
claim to them, and peculiar care about them. Not- 


withſtanding theyprofaned his ſabbaths, his 2 | 
 - ary, and his ordinances ; therefore did God 
m * the moſt dehaüng diſtreſſes, and re 


% o 


TS. See 2 Chron, d 24: lv. 
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d: af their ene mits ts 
them no:merey;. but wir unrelenting rigour afflict- 
ed and oppreſſed thein.—{/por the. ancient haſt thou: 
very. A laid thy ole. Inſtead of pitying the: 
aged under their infirmities, and of treating with 
gentleneſs thoſe; who had been advanced to nai 
NJ and eccleſiaſtical offices; the king and people of 
Babylon behaved toward perſons of all ages, and of 
all ranks with the fame tyranny and ſeverity They 
did not commiſerate the ſtate of their captives: 
they did not act toward them with clemency and 
compaſſion, with nity and moderation, but 
with mercileſs cruelty &. What horrid. barbarity,” 
was ſhown to king Zedekiah, whoſe ſons were ſlain 
before his eyes, then his eyes were put out, after 
which he was bound with fetters of braſs ant 
carried to Babylon . King Jechoniah was con. 
fined for thirty ſevem years in priſon I. Aud as 
for the. people, you may ſee their complaint, Jer. 
XXxi. 34.— Though the Lord God ſharply chaſtiſ- 
ed — ewiſh people for their aggra vuted tranſgreſt 
ſions, ſtill he was kindly affected toward them, and 
diſcovered tender regard for their wiesel as is e 
nden m the predictions before 1 7 £47 be 


7 9 And thou ſaidſt, 1 thall Fug 2 1 for. 
ever: / that thou didſt not lay cheſe bing 


to thy heart, neither N remember the lat- 


ter end of it: dt e eee e ee 
e e 5 


Another eaiſe of the calamities inflitd on 700 I; 


— a 8 y takin, 
human affairs, and — the: ES of this 


thou haſt vauntingiy decfared, that fuch is thy . 
bility ; that thy power and gramdeur ſhall never 
e an/endi——T hn dif 10 W to 7 
nl ö 3 * . Heart, 
* See Lam. iv. 20 5 PEN 45 King nur. 75 © ver. 27- 


nature of all ſublunary things, and the f 1 
condition of the greateſt empires that ever exiſte: 


that {aye 
elſe beſide me; I ſhall not fit as a widow, 
| neither ſhall I know the loſs of children: „ 


mm . 


— 
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heart, or properly confider the tranſitory uncertain 


on the face of the earth; that however permanent 


they appeared for a time, yet by ſome means or o- 
ther they ſoon decayed and periſned. Had you 


called to mind this obvious truth which your vani- 


ty and inſenſibility hath induced you to diſregard, 


you would not have fooliſhly imagined that your 
city and kingdom could fourth, and preſerve their 


vigour and influence throughout all ages. This 

Vain- glorious language proceeds from pride, confi- 
dence in the external means of your preſervation, 
and groſs inattention to the hiſtory of mankind. 


Neither didſi remember the latter end of it, that your 
city ſhall certainly be buried in ruins, and that 


your kingdom ſhall be entirely overthrown ; that 
. Four pride and truſt in your own power and for- 


treſſes, ſhall bring upon you terrible deſolation 
and dreadful divine judgments.— The Lord know- 


eth the thaughts of man that they are vanity. How 
_ different are mens apprehenſions oft - times reſpect 


ing their preſent and future condition, from the 


ſentiments they ought to entertain on ſubjects, very 
important and intereſting to their happineſs. | 7 


"ſh. Therefore hear now this, thou that 1 
given to Logs res, that dwelleſt careleſsly. 
thine heart, I am, and none 


at The third proc uring cauſe of the deſtruction of 


5 r Was. + the = 3 and ſe- 


e on hols who müvige in 3 
the inhabitants of that great city might be Ken 
- of the righteouſneſs of Jehoyah in their puniſhment, 
and that they altered OS but what they deſer- 


ved; 


TTT 


a «i c£ Xx R V | þJID0ea i 


—. Fwd . ©, wee 


. 
: 

x 
© > 


r 8 do can tart tt 


* 


e 


1232 


ſituation of the metropolis of Ch Chaldea, the wealth 
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ved; he calls apon them to attend to the vices to 
which they were ſhamefully addicted. Your in- 
conſideration and forgetfulneſs of approaching ruin, 
renders it now neceffary for you ſeriouſſy to heark- 
en to the information I am about to communicate. 
Thou that ort given to pleaſures, to lunury _ ; 


| delicacy, This character of ancient Babylon in 
ſome meaſure. belongs to th& chief cities of all ex- 
tenſive flouriſhing empires, wherein are vaſt multi- 


tudes of inhabitants, many rich and great men, with 
plenty of all kinds of the beſt proviſiens. The fine 


of her citizens, the magnificence of their buildings, 


the hanging gardens, with other circumſtances, con-. 


tributed to cheriſh their fondneſs for pleaſures ; to 
which, as hiſtorians teſtify, they were remarkably 
addicted. Indulgence in pleaſure begets fec 

— That dwells careleſily. The prodigious walls, the 
ſtrong fortifications whereby the city was defended, 
ſeemed to human view to render it invincible, and 


impoſſible. to be won by force or aſſault. 'Confi- | f 


dence that the city was encompaſſed with an im- 
pregnable defence, ſet the inhabitants free from 
fear of danger, and made them bid defiance to an 
invading enemy. — That ſayeft in thine heart, that 
thinkeſt and judgeſt—I am = none elſe, &c 

expreſſion - reſembles the ſublime character which 
Jehovah, affumed, chap. xIv. 5. where he thus 
fpeaks, I am the Lord and there is none elſe; 


there is no God beſide me.” Its meaning ſeems to 


be, that there was no city or 8 in the world 
equal, or comparable to Babylon. At period 
there were exiſting many reſpeQable kingtloms, 
ſuch as thoſe of the Medes, the Egyptians, CE: bu 
all of them were inferior in extent, W Opnlenigs; © 
er, and grandeur, to that which was emphitle 


denominated * the beauty of the Chaldees cet. 2 > 


' lency *. This haughty language plainly inti- 
ares | Fre Fe 8 claimed W exiſtence, _. 
9 8 xiii. 19. 15 
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varivalled perfection, invincible ſtrength, aa end- | 


leſs duration; that like the prince of Tyre, her 


heart was lifted up becauſe of her riches, and that 


ſhe had ſet her heart as the heart of God. IIt is ad- 
ded I ſhall not fit a widow. The people wr: Baby- 
lon boaſted of the perpetuity of their city and em- 
pire, which they vainly imagined ſhould never be 

deſtitute of a monarch and princes, to cheriſn and 
ſupport, to direct and defend them; nor ever ſenſi. 
bly feel the loſs of citizens, who were conſidered as 


the children of the city.— Mark, brethren; the fa. 
tal effects of the inordinate indulgence in ſenſual 


_ pleaſure, eſpecially when accompanied with ſecuri- 
ty and haughtinels of ſpirit. It diminiſhes induſtry, 
frugality, temperance, and economy. It introdu. 


ees indolence, luxury, effeminacy, diſcontent, and 


contempt of religion, evils which are the bane of 


- ſociety: It enervates the ſtrength of a people, it 
renders them weak and contemptible, and an eaſy 

prey to their ambitious neighbours. And above 
all, it brings down the righteous judgments mw . 


. God, as it did 515 et 


9 But theſe two o things ſhall come to they 
in a-moment in one day, the loſs of children, 
and widowhood: they ſhall come upon thee 
in their perfection, for the  multitude-of 


thy. ſorceries, and for the Fen dane, of 


ine inchantments. e | - 


4 2 ü 
The citizens of Marion v were to be 1 br 


toſe direful calamities which they leaſt expected, 


and which they boaſted were never to befal them. 


The righteous God often puniſhes men in the very 
thing wherein they ſinned, and renders the matter 
of their vain· glory the mean of their puniſhment. 
A remarkable. inſtance. of this ſort lies now before 
us. Babylon was confident that ſhe ſhould neyer 


fit a . widow and fee the loſs of FOR. Both 5 | 
the 
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theſe calamities were to Come upon, them ſuddenly = 
and unexpectedly i in a mement. If their condition 
was in this manner to be reverſed, they might have 


imagined that theſe evils would overtake them at : 
different periods. This our Prophet denies, allirm- _ 


ing that both ſhould come upon them in ane dar. 


They might! have encouraged themſelves with hopes 


of ſome mitigation of their diſtreſles, that though 
ſome of the principal perſons in the city. and em- 


pire were cut off, yet others might be left who 


would-fill their places. Io let them know the va- 
nity of ſuch expectations, they were informed that 
both the bereayements mentioned were to come up- 
on them in their perfection. The exact accompliſh- 
ment of this prediction, may be ſeen in the hiſtory 
of the overthrow of this great city and empire by 
Cyrus king of Perſia, to which I have had repeated 


ly occaſion to refer. The reaſon of this deſolation | 


is immediately. ſubjoined. 


FA id 


For the multitude, &c. The! 8 intended, | 


were the charmis, exorciſms, and pretended miracles; 
whereby the people were ſeduced to idolatry; the. 


numberleſs artificial methods employed to xetain 
them, in the practice of the moſt abominable ſuper- 


ſtitions, to poiſon and deſtroy them. Inchantments 
were thoſe ſurpriſing things, which were affirmed 
to haye been done by a ſupernatural influence; the 


interpretation of omens of different kinds by thoſe 


who ſaid they had intercourſe with ſerpents and 


demons. Of theſe magical arts, ta which the or id 6 


deans and other eaſtern nations were much addicted 
there were a great multitude, ſuch as we. at 
diſtance of time and place cannot enumerate. ks, 
things, were highly offenſive. to the Lord God, and 


brought down upon % inhabitants of Babylon, „ 


awful | judgments here « denounced againſt, cher ?. . 


ns 5 


* e. 


10 E; For thou haſt rrulted 3 in- hy $0 * 


edneſs 


2 Tus Ehe is eh illuſtrated 11 Newton i in 155 Diſſerta- 
tions on the rophecies, vol. 1. 


r ne 


— 


diſpoſition manifeſted it 
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. thou haſt faid, None ſeeth me; thy 


wiſdom and thy knowledge, it hath pervert- 
ed thee, and fn haſt ſaid i in thine heart, 1 


an, and none elſe beſide me. 
| Another cauſe of the deſtructiom of Babylon, is 


re ſtated and ſhortly illuſtrated. The firſt article 
 foecified in the charge, is expreſſed in theſe 


worde Then haſt truſted in thy wickedneſs. - Had 


the been arraigned with having confided in her own 
"ſtrength, great as it was, the charge would have 
been heavy; for Jehovah hath eee them 


curſed: that truſteth i in man, and maketh fleſh their 


arm; but the crime ſhe had committed was (till 
more atrocious; ſhe had confided in her wickedneſs; ; 


in her ill gotten wealth and power, in her trea- 


, oppreſſion, tyranny, and cruelty. They 


had inriched themſelves with the ſpoils of the Jew- 


iſh people; they detained them long in captivity ; 
nay, they are repreſented as making the earth to 


_ tremble; as ſhaking kingdoms, making the world a 


wilderneſs, deſtroying the cities thereof, and not 


opening the houſe of their priſoners. In this wick- 


edneſs they truſted, as exhibiting a proof of their 
unrivalled greatneſs, and uncontrolled dominion 
Thou haſt ſaid, None feeth me. None obſerves my 
wickedneſs and injuſtice, my oppreffion and cruelty, 
and other enormous crimes, that hath right or power 


to call me to account, and to inflict puniſhment. 
mn atheiftical temper the Pſalmift David informs 


us, prevailed in his time. Men encouraged them- 
bes! in villany, and every ſpecies of tranſgreſſion, 


dy the vain perſuaſion that God did not regard 
their conduct. The oy. the Lord ſhall not fee; 
neither ſhall the Naga A fimilar 
in the ancients of the 

* houſe of Iſrael, in the time of the prophet Ezekiel. 
; Your "THE Lord ſeeth us not ; he: hath for- 


1 
* Pla, cin. 3. | 
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ſaken the earth x. Such was their ſcopticiſin, that 


they denied the divine omnipreſence; ſuch was 


their infidelity, that they requeſted not his aſſiſt- | 
ance ; and ſuch was their baughty inſolence, that 
they charged God with having deſerted this world; - _ 


and that he allowed people to think, and ſpeak; 


and act as they pleaſed. And ſuch was the proud 


blaſphemous language of the citizens of Babylon. 
Thy wiſdom and thy knowledge,” it bath 


ning diſplayed in the adminiſtration of th n gez 
particularly in reducing to ſervitude, in ths 
moſt iniquitous manner 
inhabitants of Judea, and of other countries This 


bad policy which thou haſt adopted, hath perverted, 
or as the Hebrew word ſignifies, hath turned "thee _ 


out of the right way; it hath-elated thee with pride, 
made thee forget thy dependant condition, and ne- 
glect to attribute all thy proſperity and ſucceſs to 
divine Providence. And thouha/t ſaid inthine heart, 


Tam, and none elſe befide me. The heavy charge 


in captivity the 


thee. Thy political knowled muerte u 


laid againft Babylon in ver. 8th of this chapter is 


again repeated, to give it the greater energy and 


weight, and to intimate the atrocity of the crime | 


here ſpecified. © By this preſumptuous language, 


did Babylon arrogate to herſelf the high character 


and peculiar prerogative of Deity, and incurred the 
dreadful Judgments of the Almighty.—Let us be- 
ware of ſpeaking and acting as ſhe did, of boaſting 


of our abilities, of truſting to ourſelves, and of a. 


ſeribing our ſucceſſes to our own prudence and ſa- 
ee leſt we. participate with Ber i in her . 


11 Therefore ſhall c come upon thee 
thou ſhalt not know from whence: it riſe 


by. 


and miſchief ſhall fall uf hike ; thou halt 


not be able to put it off; and ad Get mall 
come upon thee ſuddenly, which * ** : 


eee 5 . b 0 


Chap. xviii. 12. 


| | | 41 | 
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The terrible puniſhment, is deforibad: 10 n 
. which was to be inflicted on Babylon on ac. 
count of her complicated wiekedneſs. The predict. 
ed calamity is repreſented as à great ſtom, which 
fuddeuly ariſes in ſome eaſtern countries, and blows 
with ſuch: violence as to ſpread. devaſtation and 
ruin wherever its fury extends. In like manner, 
divine judgments were unexpectedly to ſeize upon 
thoſe who were guilty of the crimes above men- 
tioned, and irreſiſtibly to overwhelm them in irre- 
trie vable ruin Thun ſhalt not know from whence" it 
riſeth. Notwithſtanding their political wiſdom and 


aſtronomical knowledge, the threatened evils were 


not to be foreſeen by them, they were not to per. 
ceive the cauſes: from which they proceeded, the 


quarter from which they came, nor the time 3 | 


in they were to be inflicted. — And miſchief ſbaW 
pon thee, &c. like a horrible tempeſt which t 
ſhalt not be able to avert, or eſcape; or day 
means to evade; the miſeries determined to lay 
thee waſte by the righteous Lord of the univerſe 
ſhall ſeize upon thee.— And deſelation Mall cone 
upon thee, &c. Another circumſtance relative to 


the threatened deſtruction, is here noticed; namely. 
the ſuddenneſs of its approach, with the {urpriſe 


and aſtoniſhment to which it ſhould give rife. It 
was to come unexpectedly, when the eitinens of 
Babylon were in profound ſecurity, inſenſible of 
impending danger. Then their deſolation came in 
ds an overflowing flood, that ſweeps away every 
thing within its reach; and their deſtruction, as a 
whirlwind that. ariſes in a moment, and: ſpreads a-. 


ftoniſhment and terror wherever it comes -The 


biſtory of this event, perfectly accords with this pro- 
phecy. The calamity which fell! upon Babylon, 
was inflicted by means of the Perſians, from whom 
no danger ſeems to have heen apprehended. Thougli 
the operations and intentions of Cyrus employed in 
beſieging the city could not be unknown to the in⸗ 


Habitants, yet were hey? quite ignorant of the way 
2 | whereby 
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thou mayeſt Prevail. 
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8 invading enemy: were! 83 
the walls, and noting that they lefs-dreaded in the 
fatal night wherein they were beyond meaſure ſur- 
. engerer e e n e 
bete ne” * S FED 
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12 Stand now rags thine n SL, 
and with the multitude of thy ſorceries, 
wherein thou haſt laboured from thy youth; 
if ſo be thou ſhalt be able to Prog? o be 


. 
* 


Our Prophet addrefles/i in A ue the 
proud city and empire of Babylon, who gloried in 
their aſtronomical xnowledge and magical arts, in 
order to convince them af their vanity and utter 
inſufficiency to their preſervation. In the name of 
the God of Iſrael, he calls upon them to bring forth 
their diviners, ſoothſayers, and perſons of this ſort. 
of every denomination, to try if by their curious de- 
vices they could afford them any aſſiſtance in the 
day of diſtreſs. Employ your charms and ſpells, 
your ſorceries, witchcrafts, and magical arts, to- 
which you have been greatly addicted, and which 
you have aſſiduouſly cultivated, from the early pe- 
nod in which your city and kingdom began to 
flouriſh; and to acquire ſtrength and celebrity among 
the nations. Bring to your aid all the ſkill in di- 
vination, that after long ſtudy you have attained, 
and try if in the preſent alarming criſis it can af- 
ford you any real benefit, by protecting you from 
the hoſtile:defigns. of your nen, and giving mw! ] 
coriquelh 25 3 e ae re kn ue 

13 Thon art weatied; in the multitude Fad 5 
thy counſels : let now. the aſtrologers, the- 
ſtargazers, the monthly e 
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up, nid ae/thee from ee thing char ſhall 


: 5 36. 
Diſappointed: and n to a relief 
from the deliberations and advices of thy wiſe 
men, who have been employed in collecting their 
obſervations, that they might aſſure thee of the con. 
tinuance of thy proſperity, thou haſt waited. in 
vain for the favourable events they taught thee to 
expect. Let now the aſtrologers, &c. On the: pre- 
ſent emergency, call forth to your aſſiſtance thoſe 
who with great attention have ſtudied the / planeta, 
that from their poſition and aſpect they may 1 
the future deſtiny of perſons, cities, and kingdoms ; 
and let them exert all their ſkill and abilities in your 
favour. The contemplation of the ſtars, and mcs 
other celeſtial orbs, for the purpoſe of Kae | 
ting things to come, is reprehended by he ne 
as a finful practice, which tends to withdraw mens 
dependence from God. and to place their confidence 
on uncertain appearances that are continually vary. 
ing. Indeed all the viſible, works of God, 0 de al. 
the heavens that declare his glory, ought to be dil. 
gently contemplated and admired ; that men/may 
de induced to adore their great Creator and 


who hath ftretched out ſuch a glorious canopy over * 
he earth, enlightened by innumerable luminaries, el 
_ Fhining + with incomparable luſtre; and brillangy. 4 

They ought to be accurately viewed, even as a care- ＋ 


ful obſerver looks at an elegant manſion, that he WW 
«may diſcern its ſymmetry, grandeur, and conyeni- 65 
encies, and diſcover the abilities of the Architect 8 
by whom it was reared. But to gaze at move tt 
venly bodies, to acquire from them a kno led 
were not intended to impart, was the ſin OO fol th 
of thoſe who are here mentioned. The,,only;cha 
acer that requires to be noticed were the. onthly tie 
Prognoſticatord, who, pretended, from the ſituation 
[and appearance of the moon, to foretel the events 
that were to happen duriig the currency, of, that 
month. Perſons of the ſeveral deſcriptions... here 
given, are called to ſtand up and fave. Ba! lon from 
e a a Pale of rea 


1 


by 


* xy 5 WW . A 


cc 


ineffectual 1 them from threaten 
ties, as to ent the rain from falling on the 


cators, of | their Feputation: TE whilſt 
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to give direction as to thoſe A that. * 
preſerve her from impending deſtruction. Since 
they preſumptuouſly imagine they can ele Your - 
deliverance, and reſcue you. from danger by. 110 
policy and power, let them try if by their unite 
efforts, they can reſcue you from calamity. , If they 
cannot maintain you in ſafety, then know that the 
God of Iſrael-alone is Jehovah the Moſt High our 
all-the: ann. able to ſave and to deſtroy. 


a Behold, they ſhall 'be as ſtubble; Y | 
fire ſhall burn them; they ſhall not deliver 
themſelves from the power of the flame: 
there ſhall not be a coal t to warm at, nor. np 
to ſir before 1 ER TOTO e 


| Attentively baader the miſerable. Ka to 
which perſons of the above deſcription ſhall. cer- 
tainly be reduced. They ſhall be as ſtubble, which 
is reckoned of no value, * — of little uſe; ſo that 
they ſhall be proper fuel for the fire to conſume. 6 
Tube fire ſhall burn them, Divine judgments, which 


are here ſignified by the well known emblem of fire 


that burns the combuſtible materials that are caſt - 


into it, ſhall ſuddenly ſeize upon them, and entirely 


devonr them. Their deſtruction ſhall be terrible, 

tormenting, and irreſiſtible.— They ſpall not deliver « 
themſelves, &c. They ſhall not be able by their charms 

and magical arts, to extricate themſelves from irves 
trievable ruin, to ſtop deſolating judgments, to e- 
ſcape, or remove the miſeries that ſhall come upon 
them. All their devices and efforts ſhall vary 1 


There {1 not be a chal. -The fire nil en 
with ſuch violence as entirely to conſume them, 
= none of them ſhall remain to ſerve-any uſeful | 
ole. After the period referred to, thoſe! who 
1 eſſed to be aſtrologers, forcerets, and prognoſti- 


their 5 


|| 


their deluſive arts were exploded and condemned. 


And though among the Perſians, the Greeks, and 


the Romans, there were ſome who continued to 
practiſe. theſe ſciences, they were confidered 2 2 rl 
and judieious men as falſe and nme 


15 Thus mall they be: unto thee ak 


whom thou haſtlaboured, even thy merchants 
from thy youth: they ſhall wander 
Re to his quarter; none ſhall fave thee. 


In the ſeaſon of danger al diſtreſs no tener ür 
bene was to acerue to Babylon from ſootliſayers 
or - merchants, two claſſes of citizens which were 

moſt deeply intereſted in her proſperity. © The mi- 
ſerable fate of thoſe who ſtudied and practiſed di- 
'vination, who for a long time had been cheriſhed, 
reſpected, and applauded by the inhabitants, hath 

been already announced. And as to mercantile 
people who reſided among them, and had acquired 


gteat wealth—They ſhall wander every one th bis 
© arter. Thoſe who eſcaped from the general de- 


olation were every one to thift for himſelf: difcover- 
ing no ſolicitude about the public welfare, each was 
to conſult his own fafety; all were to flee in yarious 
directions to the places where they once reſided; or 


hoped to find ſome friends or connections. Even | 


thoſe who in time paſt were reſpected and honwur- 


ed, ſhould with great precipitation, betake them- 
+ felves to flight.—Enough hath been ſaid on this 


ſubject, which 1 ſhall conclude, after having fad a 
few worde. 

Whilſt the prophecy we have been confidering 
indubitably refers to aneient Babylon, delineates 


1 the cauſes which contributed to reduce it to ruins, 


and the overthrow of that great city by the Medes 
and Perſians; may we not conſider it as predicting 
the fall of myſtical Babylon under the New Teſta- 
ment? Beſides its literal fulfilment, it may have 
a AT excompliſhanene, in the diſcriminating 
| characters 
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wail her ruin, let us be prepared to obey the um- 
mons given by the apoſtle John in the Revelations ; 9 
Rejoice over her, thou heaven, ye celeſtial inhabk.” 
tants, and ye haly apoſtles and prophets, ye moſt 


Var. 15. PRC DH eis of BATAH, | 


characters and terrible overthrow of the great ity, 
that is ſiguratively ſo called. The learned Dr Hurd, 


7 


Bithop of Worcefter, in his Introduction to the Study 


of the Prophecies; ſpeaking of the Reformatian of 
long oppreſſed, and much adulterated religion, ob- 
ſerves ®, This important work was begun and pro- 
ſecuted. on the common principle, that the Biſhop 
of Rome was Antichriſt, and the great ſeparation 
from the Church of Rome was every where juſtii- 

ed on this idea, that Rome Was the Babylon of the 
Revelations ; and that Chriſtians were bound by an 
expreſs. command in thoſe prophecies ts come out 
of her communion.— Why then (ſays he ) was 
ſuch an emblem employed? The reaſon is obvious. 
It was becauſe Babylon was the firſt of all idola- 

trous cities, and the fitteſt to emblematize the enor- 
mous guilt, or to ſet in full light the extenſive i in- 
fluence of idolatrous Rome. For each in its turn 
was the mother of harlots and ahominations of the 
earth; the former corrupting the heathen world, 
and the latter the Chriſtian. If then, with the ce- 
lebrated Vetringa, we apply this prophecy to Ba-. 
bylon under the New Teſtament, we have not on- 
ly a graphical deſcription of her wickedneſs, but a 


remarkable prediction of her deſolation and com- 


plete overthrow. In this proſpect, whilft others be- 


diſtinguiſhed, honourable characters in the church, 
for God hath avenged you on her.— And let ug LY 
nite with the great voice of mueh people, ſaying; 
Alleluia; ſalvation, and glory, and honour, a. 

power, unto the Lord gur 46 4 Hoh: true bad 
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7 cently announced reſpeCting the overthrow” of Ba- 
bylon, and the ' captivity of the Jewiſn people, 


criminal in the ſight of God, ver. 1-8. He then 


that the rejection of his truths, and the diſobedience 
of his laws, brought upon them the ſevere judg- 


- *the time of their liberation, and to return to their 
own country, he declares they ſhould” enjoy the 
bleſſings of his goodneſs; whilſt the wicked and in- 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


1 . rap 55 90 1 2 
"HE kourch Aiſcourſe contend in the FL 
book of Ifaiah's prophecies, which is recorded 
in the chapter that lies now before us, is compoſed 
of two diſtin parts. Having eſtabliſhed the vg 
nity of the God of Ifrael, by the accompliſhment 
of the predictions anciently delivered by his ſer. 
vants, which gave evidence that thoſe more re- 


would be fulfilled in due ſeaſon - Our Prophet pro- 
ceeds in the name of God ſharply to reprove the ob- 
ſtinate unbelieving Jews, who were ſtrongly'inclin- 
ed to idolatry, notwithſtanding they obſerved the 
rites inſtituted in the worſhip of the true God. For 
this purpoſe, he correctly delineates their tempe 
and cen and ſpecifies ſeveral cauſes "heh 
contributed to render them very reprehenſiblt, and 


affures them, that notwithſtandin g they were to be 
"thrown into the furnace of affliction as the juſt 
- puniſhment of their fins, that he might purify 
them from their iniquity ; he would reſcue them 
from calamity, and thereby diſplay his own glory, 
aver. 9-=11.—After which, he addrefles them in a 
more mild and gentle manner, admoniſhing them, 


ments with which they were to be viſited; Vet. 12 
*—19.—Having directed them to leave Babylon at 


corrigible were deſtitute of all true comfort bang 
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EAR: Ye this, 0 0 bouſe of e Thewty Which 
1 are called by che name of Iſrael, and 
are come forth out of the waters o 1 ;% 
which ſwear, by the name of the LO 
make mention. of the Gop of Iſrael, Fur 08 
in truth, nor in righteouſneſs. e 


4 e 4 the Jowilh. pag $ 
ſolemnly demanding their.cloleſt attention to what. 
he was to deliver. They are denommated by Va-. 
rious characters, ſuitable to the deſign of our Pro- 
phet, on the preſent occaſion. . He begius with their 
well-known. extraction, of which they often boaſted 


0 houfe of Jacob, on whom the Lord God confer- - 


red many {ignal proofs of his diſtinguiſhing favour ;. 
the renowned progenitor, from whom you are de- 
icended,—Who are called bythe name of. Feral to 
whom God himſelf was pleaſed to give this deſi 

tion, becauſe, as a prince he had power with 1 = 
and prevailed, to obtain the bleſſing ; a memorable 


circuraſtance, which ought to have induced you to 


reſemble your illuſtriaus anceſtor in temper and, 
conduQ.—And are come forth of the wwattrs of Ju. 
dab, who was the chief among his brethren, ang 
to whom belonged. the privilege of primogeniture. 
judah is here elegantly re GN as a unten 
irom whence his poſterity iſſued, as the ſtreams pro 
ceed from the ſpring in which they take their riſes! | 
—Who favear iy the name of the. 3 ſolemnly in- 
roking him as your, witnels and judge when enters . 
ing into covenant with h and obſerying thoſe q. 


cred rites: whereby you, As to be o the fame 


religion with your fathers.—And. make mention of 
the God of Hrael in your public feſtivals, and fre- 
quent ſacrifices, and on other ſolemn occaſions . in 
which you e his N as infinite! y 9 


EY 


ful, excellent, and glorious; and as your God, the 
great founder, preſerver, and deliyerer of your nation. 
— But net in truth; nor in righteouſneſs. All this 
ſpecious profeſſion, highly honourable to the Jewiſh 


nation, was, however, conjoined with baſe hyporriſy 
and diſſimulation. Their you reverence for the 


rue God was an aſſumed deluſive appearance. 


ir heatt was not right with God, they were un! 
ſtedfaſt and perfidious in his eovenant; they were 
not ſound in his ſtatutes: Inſtead of truſting in e. 
hovah, they confided in their own performances; 


inſtead of aſoribing the benefits they enjoyed to the 
unmerited goodneſs of God, they attributed them 
to their o.] merits ; and indulged thoſe criminal 
diſpoſitions which were inconfiſtent - with integrity 
and uprightneſs before God, who requires that his 


ſervice be performed in truth and righteouſneſs. 


Hear ye this. To you who are of this deſcription I 
direct my diſcourſe. Place yourſelves in a hearing 
poſture, that the intenſe application of your minds 


may be diſcovered in your attitude and- geſtures. 


Eiften with-diligence and candour to the reproofs I 
adminitter, the arguments I adduce, the duties I in- 
culcate, and the aſſurances that I give you. Hear- 

ken now to the word of the Lord, if, perhaps, your 
obdurate hearts may be mollified, your conſeiences 
_ eonvinced, and your converſion from your evil ways 
happily eftected.—The demand that | Ifaiah made 
5 his countrymen, I make upon yon; brethren, 
Who enjoy ſuperior advantages to the children of 

Iſrael, who, like them, profe's to be the people of 
Sod; though, alas! the charge of inſincerity may 


be brought againſt not a few. Hear this counſel, 
and receive inſtruction, that you may be wiſe in 


your latter end. And may God open your ears 
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The character e in abe e eh — 


Jeruſalem was the holy city which the Lord 

Gol was pleaſed to appropriate to himſelf, in which 
| _ choſe in a ſpecial manner to reſide; where ſtood 
the temple, the throne of his glory, honoured with 


the name of the holy city. The perſons who were 
primarily addreſſed called themſelves of this holy 


city, publicly profeſſing that they were the wor- 
ſhi of the true and living God; who was there 


ſhippers 

honoured-and extolled a Aay tbemſelver upon 
the Gad of Iſrael. They — to put their 
| truſt in the Lord Jehovah, the Governor of the uni- 
verſe, to have recourſe to him in every 3 
þ and to implore his help who is the gracious.de 
J of his people. Tbe Lord' of Beſtr is bis nantec He 


purpoſes, Notwithſtanding he mercifully\delivere 
them from dan 1 and diſtreſſes, they were un- 
thankful, and diſobedient; and after reſtored 
to tranquillity and ſafety, they plainly ſhewed by 


and not by choice, to ſupplicate the divine intergos 
lition, Such was the odious temper and practice of 


vilified his p and treated with conterapt 
_ ſal N admonitions. Living, however, under 


IT of a pious prince; they pro- 
| wh th the religion — „ n In order to 


4 


TT 


chte upon the God of 


Pcs and confirmed Fur they call themſelves, 


his gracious preſence; arid where the ſolemn ſervices 
of his worſhip were performed. Thither the tribes 
of Jacob went up to the teſtimony of Iſrael, to give 
thanks unto the name of the Lord; hence it had 


created, he ſupports, and governs all the innumer- 
able armies of creatures in heaven and earth; and 
employs them in executing his wiſe and gracious 1 


their conduct, that they were urged by neceſſity 


many among the Jews during the period Wherein | 
our Prophet exerciſed his miniſtry; in conſequente- = 
of which-they roudly rejected his diſcourſes, they 
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reach conviction to their minds, they are informed 


by this animated addreſs, that the privileges they 


— 


enjoyed, under. the covert of which they indulged 
in malice and hypocrify, were to them of no real 
importance or utility, when ſeparated from integti- 
ty and righteouſneſs, eſſential to the character of 

raelites indeed, and true citizens of Zion that 
the prerogatives which they highly extolled, if not 
joined with uprightneſs, humility, and holineſs, were 
of no avail in the ſight of God; and that unleſs they 
repented, the advantages they poſſeſſed would great- 
Iy aggravate their condemnation— that if they glo- 


tried in their fathers, they ought to follow their good 


examples, to imitate the faith, the truſt, and pa- 
tience of Jacob, the well known generous diſpoſi- 
tion of Judah that if called by the holy city, they 


ought to prove their citizenſhip, by the ſanctity of 


their manners —and that if they made mention of 
the name of the Lord, this ſhould be done in truth 
and righteouſneſs. Hence all the epithets uſed in 


the verſes we have been conſidering are evidently 


intended, not only to enforce compliance with the 
call to ſerious attention, but to give greater energy 
and weight to the following reprouf. ; 


- © 3 TI have declared the former things from 
the beginning; and. they went forth out of 
my mouth, and I ſhewed them; I did them 

ſuddenly, and they came to paſs. '*© th ; 

The firſt argument here brought forward to eſta- 

bliſh the deity .of the God of Ifrael, is taken from 

the prophecies delivered by his ſervants in ancient 
times, reſpecting improbable fortuitous events Which 
had actually happened. This proof, adapted to 
the meaneſt capacity, which demonſtrated at once 
the ſupreme divinity of Jehovah, and the divine 
miſſion of our Prophet, was with great propriety ad- 
duced. for the conviction of the ſceptical, hypocn- 
tical and profane. It exactly accords with the 
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maxim. delivered by Jeremiah the MPR. which 
is unqueſtionably juſt and true, When the word of 


the prophet ſhall come to paſs, then ſhall the pro. 


phet be known that the Lord hath truly ſent him “.“ 
The former things that God e by his ſer- 


vants, were fulfilled in their ſeaſon, the events ex- 


actly correſponding with the predictions. Of this 


ſort were the memorable deliverance of the poſte- | 


rity. of Iſrael from bondage in Egypt, their being 


put in poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, with others 


of a more recent date. There might be alſo a pe- 
culiar reference to ſome remarkable occurrences, of 


the overthrow of Sennacherib's army that 'befieged 


Jeruſalem, which he had clearly foretold, and that 


was well known to the men of Judah. Theſe and 


which Iſaiah's hearers had been witnefles ; ſuch as 


other things that God had foreſhewed, he did ſud- 


denly, in a manner altogether unexpected by many, 
and at a time wherein they were little thought of. 


And they came to paſs, (notwithſtanding the impedi- 


ments that lay in the way of their accompliſhment) 


by the exertion . of his omnipotence, who thereby 
demonſtrated his eternal power and godhead. . 


4 Becauſe I knew that thou art obſtinate, 


and thy neck is an iron ſinew, and thy brow - 


braſs. q 


Ons important end for which God predifed the 
future fortunes of his people was, that by ſhewing 
his perfect foreknowledge of things to come, he 


might - convince the perverſe and ſceptical. 45 | 


them, that he is the only living and true God. Ma- 


ny of the Jewiſh people were averſe to believe the £ 
b . 


truths made known to them; they were inflexi 

bent upon evil, they were prone to backſlide, to 
murmur, to commit idolatry, to be unthankful, to 
be vain of their external privileges, and to run into 
Junous auen Tr which they * not ar 


* Chap xxviii. 9 
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be n With their odious tempers and prac- 


tices, the Moſt High was perfectly acquainted; for, 


ſaith he, I knew that thou art obſtinate, or Hard, as 


the Hebrew word is rendered in the m of ſome | 


bibles: ſtubbornly attached to erroneous fentiments, 


which no arguments can induce thee to retract; te- 


nacious of bad principles, addicted to falſe reaſon- 
ings, and corrupt practices; that thy heart is ob- 
durate and impenetrable, repelling the force bf 
truth, reſiſting the means uſed to mollify it, and 
the good impreſſions they are intended to 


duce. And becaufe ſentence againſt thy evil works 


hath not been ſpeedily executed, thy heart hath 


been fully ſet in thee to do evil; thou art become 


_ froward and perverſe, diſregarding the admonitions 
and directions of my ſeryants.—And thy neck is an 
iron finew. This expreſſion, like many others in 


2 Aer. which refer to the human body, muſt not 


be literally, but figuratively underſtood, as relating 


to the heart. It alludes to the ſtate of one, the 
muſcles of whoſ& neck, by ſome means or other, are 
\ fo contracted and hardened, "that with great diffi. 


culty he can look abont to the perſon who calls to 
him from behind. It ſtrangly n the ſtub- 
born perverſe diſpoſition of * 
are deſcribed by Moſes and the prophets, as abſtinats, 
ſtiff. necked, and extremely reluctant to comply with 
the will of God. And thy brow braſs, which does 
not change its colour, but always retains the ſame 
appearance. They did not bluſh on account of the 
errors they had maintained, or the fins they had 
committed; nor did they grow pale with fear on 


account of the divine judgments denounced againſt 
tranfgreſſors which they incurred. They ſhewed | 


a firm determined impudent countenance, that in- 
dicated the hardneſs and impenitence of their hearts. 
Such was the unrelenting diſpoſition of the people 
among whom our Prophet exerciſed his office, which 
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e Jewiſh people, who 
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my 


te 
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fit in oppoſing the word and Spin of God, and 
fill refuſe to eue to ene 


7 


5 1 dave even re the bexiwiing 4 ee 5 
it to thee; before it came to paſs I ſhewed i# 
thee; leſt thou ſhouldeſt ſay, Mine idol hath 


1 ; 


done them, and my graven image, and my © 


molten 1 image. hath commanded them. 


To. perceive the propri priety of that art of FRY 


divine conduct toward his people, which is here 
delineated, I ſuppoſe it may - ſufficient to 3 Pha 


phraſe the words that point out the deſign G 


in view by ancient prophecy. From an early pe- 


ſervants, the events which afterwards came to Fins 
for the expreſs purpoſe of giving you fatis 


proof of my omniſcience and omnipotence”; "and to 


convince ads that I am God, and that there is no 


God beſide me. Had theſe things been done by the 


_ riod of time, (faith God) I clearly foretold by my 


idols you have ſerved, or in obedience to their au- 


thority, you would thereby have been confirmed in 
your idolatrous practices. But as they and their 


votaries have been altogether filent, as to future con- 15 
tingent events that have come to paſs, and my fer- _ 


vants have foretold thoſe of them which were moſt 


remarkable, that have happened preciſely according 


to their predictions; ; this circumftance ought to be 


conſidered as an eee evidence of 5 di- | 


* 


vinity. ou „ % TE Cl a lh. 


6 Thou haft kai fog all 7 Ae wil | 
10 Rl declare it? I have ſhewed thee new 


Aden a time, even dice things, Is 
not know them. a F: N 


and thou d 


Thou baſt. often „ pte. 


ditions publiſhed by my ſervants, which have been 
refer 


| . verified 1 * this to * I now 
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refer come to _h as the fulfilment of the prophe- 
cies that have been delivered for your conviction. 
And as you cannot deny the intimate correſpond- 
ence of the events with the predictions, will you 
ö perverſely refuſe to acknowledge that any connec. 
tion ſubſiſts between them. If the reality of both 
are granted; then you ſhould candidly cone, that 
you are obliged to aſcribe to me the praiſe and glo- 
ry due to my eternal godhead.—] have ſhewed thee 
new things, &c. reſpecting the deliverance of the 
Jewiſh people from captivity at Babylon, by means 
of Cyrus king of Perfia, and have pointed out many 
_ circumſtances relative to that event, and the exten- 
five conſequences with which it ſhall be attended— 
Even hidden things, &c. that were kept ſecret in 
my counſels and decrees, laid up in ſtore with me, 
and ſealed up among my treaſures *. 4nd thou 
did/# not know them, nor hadſt the leaſt intimation 
of their approach, until they were revealed and 
made known to vou, in obedience to 5705 com- 


mand, | 


7 They are created nd. 1 not from ihe . 
beginning; even before the day when thou 

| heardeft them not; leſt thou lhouldeſ fay, 
Behold, I knew them. - 


The things that were concealed in the purpo®f 
Jehovah, until the period wherein Iſaiah exerciſed 
his miniſtry, were then, and not before, n 
into certain future exiſtence, by the | 

word of God. The predictions delivered concern- 
ing them, placed their cauſes, circumſtances, and 
conſequences, in ſuch a clear light, that they could 
not be conſidered as imaginary, but as thingy.real 
and certain— And not from the beginning. The ex- 
iſtence they were to derive from the e word 
of Jehovah, was not from the commencement of time, 
nor from the early period wherein the poſterity of 


Deut. xai. 33. 
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Iſrael were formed into a nation and: On .— 

Even before the day, when thou' heardeft them' not; 
or; as the Biſhop of London hath well tranſlated - 
the Hebrew words, And before this day thou haſt 
not heard them.“ The reaſon why they were {6 
long concealed and not foretold, with other things, 


in the early periods of time, is ſubjoined in the fol- 


lowing words. —4eH thou ſhoulde/t ſay, behald, T knew . 
them. By my own penetration and foreſight, t, I per- 

ceived that the affairs alluded to would may. 
take place; my knowledge is not derived from di- 
vine revelation or prophecy, but from my on 
diſcernment and ſagacity. To give check to ſuch 
preſumptuous language, the things ſaid to have been 
now ereated were kept eue n 12 beginning. 


8 Yea, thaw anden not, yea, thou Ener 


eſt not, yea, from that time that thine ear 


was not opened: for I knew that thou 
wouldeſt deal very treacherouſly, and Po 
called a tranſgrefſor from the womb... _ 


Theſe words illuſtrate and confirm "what | our 
Prophet had aſſerted, viz. that the. Jewiſh people 
bad not the leaſt information reſpecting the events 
he had foretold, until God was pleaſed to reveal 
them. Tea, thou  heardeſt not, &c. Thou didſt not 
diligently hearken and attentively conſider the 
predictions delivered by the prophets, and compare 
them with the events to which they referred; nor 
didſt thou ever learn any thing more of the ſub-' 
jects whereof they treated, than what was conveys . 

ed by their diſcourſes, —T ea, thou knewe/t net, &c. 
Thou didft not rightly underſtand the prophets | 
that were delivered; nor didſt thou a 
quainted with the important objects to which ay 
were intended to lead forward the mind; nor yet 
didſt thou deduce from them - thoſe aan aa on 
which thou ſhouldſt have inferred. Tra, from that 
time that thine ear was nat opened. From the me- 

| | | marable | 


8 os One b 


of Egypt, thine ear hath. been ſtopt by 1 


incredulity, carnal prejudices, .and.:worldly affec., 


tions; ſo that the word of God did nqt reach-thine. 
heart, and make proper e on it. Thou 


haſt not rightly underſtood, believed, and obered 


the diſcoveries of the will of God wherewith — 
haſt been favoured; and the effect hath been, 


_ _ that: thou bait been ignorant, inattentivRs 5 de 


bedient. = 
For 1 knew that how e | del. very. dreache. 


noufly... The Lord God had per 
af the treachery and Tere of the Iſcaelitiſh na, 


tion ; that they would not keep his teſtimonies as 


they promiſed; that they would deal gatgithfylly 
with him, and: turn aſide like a deceitful bow— 


that though they profeſſed much love to him with 


their mouths, their 7 — would be far from him 


that though they made many prayers, their he 
would be full of blood; and that they Would! 
guilty of deteſtible hypocriſy in his ſervice. N. 


| withſtanding, he fent to * his ſervants. with 32 


moſt important ſalutary inſtructi ions, that were ad- 
mirably adapted to rouſe, convince, and ſanctil 


And was called a tranſgreſſo 7 from the womb... om 


| their earlieſt exiſtence, as a nation they tra 
- againſt the Lord. At the Red Sea in the Wilder. 
nes, and after they entered the land of Canaan, 
they dibelicyed the ward of God 306 5 5 
s providence, they forgat ty wor 
were unmindful of his EY 
ny other inſtances, they ſhewed that they ji 


yr de- 


ſerved the character here given to them a- Theſe 


Words which were addreſſed to the 


8 o, in no wile, as to our temper 
viour toward God. The ſame cauſe: uniformly. pro- 
duces the ſame or fimilar effects. The ſame fro- 
ward diſpoſition which they diſcovered. with, reſpe 
to e Inſtruction, 3 18 too evident in the, conc 2 


: ma be applied to us. Are we bener a 
ey? 


ee thee out ofthe land | 


b theſe and m. 
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ven attend to the word of God, and the an 
tions of his e 922 5 „ G t 
advantages they enjoy, are but little acquainte 
with ſacred truths ; their ears are tc opped by fooliſh 
prejudices, and frivolous objeSions age divine, 
revelation.; ſo that they do not cans” the 
things freely given us of God. All of us have in 
ſome meaſure dealt deceitfully with God, and mul- 
tiplied our tranſgrefliong againſt him. Though God 


| PROPHECIES or Bala . 
ee among us to be denied. Somme do ol g 


clearly foreknew and obſerved theſe things,! uch are J 


the riches of his mercy to us-ward, that he continues 


to afford us the means of knowledge and Ke. 2 f | 


9 For my name's fake will T defer "EE 
anger, and for my praiſe will I en $0 to 
5 that I cut thee not off, 


Our prophet having endeavoured to convince TY x 


countrymen of their obſtinate incredulity and per- 
verſity of diſpoſition, which juſtly merited levers 
judgments, proceeds to ſhew, that ſuch is the cle- 


mency and tender mercy of Jehovah, that he would 


OO mitigate the puniſhment to be inflicted. In- 


ſteud Fray, terrible things in righteouſneſs, 
God declared by his ſervant, that For my name's. 
ſake 1 will defer. The name of God may here de- 


note the glorious excellencies which he ppileſies, 


with the honour and majeſty of his government, 
The expreſſion may, import, that to manifeſt bis cles 


mency and merey, and peculiar favour toward ihoſe'! 


whom be had appropriated to himſelf as tie be 


ſeemed tepugnant to his amiable character and mi 
adminiſtration, to hahe rejected thoie whom he ha 
allumed into intimate relation to hiniſeif, aud to 
have made them feel not merely the temporaiy k. 
ects of his diipleaſure, but the terrible permanent 
conſequences of his fierce anger, He would not 
You, III. e | _ therefore. 


* 


jects of his protection and care, he would delay tue — 
executiogj of def . vengeance. It might 1 


„ 


Henle eee 15 the ide Fork of men 1 ich | 
had hitherto ſhone with refulgent (mvp and glo- 
ry to be eclipſed in the ſight of the Aer 
would he permit his reputation as the ſupreme 
cious Ruler of his people to be Week left men 
might have apprehended that it was not a deſirable 
privilege to be ſubjects of his kingdom. Having for 
a long time conferred upon the Jewiſh people many 
\ Bgnal marks of his ſpecial regard, it was not con- 
Aiftent with his benignity, wiſdom, and faithfulneſs, 
to abandon and deſtroy them. On theſe and other 
accounts, he delayed to inflict upon them the dread- 
ful calamities, to which by their fins, they had ex- 
Poſed themſelves, and of which early warning was 
given them by Moſes, and the other prophets of the 
Lord. And when the period arrived in which, it 
became neceſſary to execute deſerved judgments, 
God is repreſented as puniſhing them with reluc- 
_ tance, and coming out of his Place: to bring to Pal 
his act, his ſtrange act. 

And f or my pra 2% will I refrain, &c. "Beſide the 
ſacred — that God ever ſthews for his great name, 
he manifeſts proper reſpe& for augmenting the re- 
venue of praiſe which is due to him by his peculiar 
people. Honour and glory and' thankſgiving are 
the tribute he juſtly demands from them, for the 
rich diſplays of his mercy, patience, and forhear- 
ance; and ſuch is the high value he puts upon 
theſe. acknowledgments, that they are Here men- 
"tioned as one reaſon why God faith, I will refrain. 
I will mitigate the ſeverity of my Judgments, and 
intermix with them many mercies, whereby they 
ſhall be greatly alleviated. I will not flir i, | 
my wrath, but remember that you are fading 
za wind that paſſeth away and cometh not hi In 
the midſt of deſerved* wrath, 1 will not forget my 
former loving. -kindneſs ; 3 | will not deal With you 
as you have finned; 1 will puniſh you leſs, far leſs 


than + * deſerve. At the time to "tis 
E 1 8 


* 


_ 
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this prophecy referred, the Lord God eb 
neſs might have ſwept them” away with the beſom 
of deſtrüction, whereas he only ſent them into cap- 
tivity at Babylon for their benefit; and whilſt-ſome 
of them ſuffered greatly, others in 'great meaſure 
were exeinpted from calamity. Though the 1nha- 
bitants of Judea were ripe for divine judgments ; 
yet God refrained himſelf, and did not viſit them 
with defolation, and the curſe in all its-extent. 
He ſpared and cut them not off. In the ſame man- 


ner G60 hath graciouſly dealt with us, who by mul - 
tiplied 7 5 enormous tranſgreſſions have abuſed his 


mercies, trampled upon his ſacred authority, and 
made light of the riches of his grace. Hitherto he 


hath deferred his anger, and refrained himſelf He 


hath tried every mean to reclaim us from our evil 
ways; he hath conferred ineſtimable bleſſings on 
the obedient, and threatened awful judgments to 
the impenitent. Deſpiſe not the riches of his good- 


neſs, forbearance, and long-ſuffering ; ; but with ad- 


miring views of the divine patience, endeavour faith- 
fully to improve the ſeaſon of ou e Man 
tion. 3 


10 Behold, 7 have a thee: but not 


with ſilver; 1 have choſen thee in the fan 


nace of alfliction. 


The Lord God calls the attention of his "PLE 
to the gracious deſign he intended. to accompliſh, 


by the afflictive diſpenſations wherewith they were 
to be viſited.— Behold, I have refined tbee. In this 


and ſimilar expreflions uſed by the prophets, there 
is an obvious alluſion. to the employment of thoſe _ 


who by means of the furnace, ſeparate precious me- 


tals from the refuſe wherewith they are intermixed. 
In reference to this operation, God Yromiſes by the 


refined, and will i ce OL e And 


' ſpeaking 


* Chap. xili. 9. 


"ke Zechariah, * I will refine them as ſilver is 


4 


» \ 
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fpraking,of the adyent of the, Maſſenger of the c- 
Fane by the pro ne Malachi, he declares,/thar 
this-i Hluſtrious perſon“ ſhall fit as a reiner of, ſilver, 
"and he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, and putge 


them as gold and filver, that they may otfer ante 


the Lord an offering in righteouſneſs e . By means 
of ſanctifled afflictions God ſeparates the precious 
from the vile, and disjoins his peculiar. people from 
the errors, the corrupctions, the hypocriſy, and wick. 
edneſs wherewith they had been blended... He 
makes manifeſt the truth of their holy proteſſion, 
425 their entire devotedneſs to his ſervice ; he ren- 

ts conſpicuous the real beauty and excellence. 


whereby. they are clearly diſtinguiſhed from nomi- 
| 55 and hypacritical profeſſors of religion. Never 
do the ſervants of God appear to higher advantage, 
than after they come forth from the fiery trials they 
have undergone Their ſincerity 1 is demonſtrated; 


 ' their faith is found unto praife and Honour and glo- 
ry; their patience hath had its perfect work; and 
their reſignation to the divine good pleaſure hath 
deen ſubſtantially expreiſed. Indeed all the. graces 
that adorn their cha acter are rendered more Vigo- 
rous and active; and ſhine with increafing luſtye in 
the eyes of all poſſeſſed of ſpiritual diſcernment. 
When therefore God faith? 1 have refined thee, he 
declares to his people, that by ſending them into 


captivity at Babylon, he deiigned to puridy them 


hich they 


from the enormous tranſgreſſions to 


were addicted, and to ſeparate them from the unbe- 


lieving, the profane, and the hypocritical, with whom 
they were intermixed, who thould be exterminated 
from his church. — This important work he, was to 
perform, not with filver, not in a furnace ſo ſtrong · 


E heated as is neceſſary to purify that metal from 


its droſs, but only in ſuch meature as ſhould, ſuffce 


to accomplich the end he had in view. Or not for 


ſi ver, as the Hebrew word may be rendered, 1. 6. 


on account of an) temporal conſideration whatioe- 
pad r 


* Crap. iii. 3. 
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lege in en 
brethren ought to be ſoficitous to 


"mw. 


Participate? 17 


be puriſied from iniquity,” that dangeröus baious © 


diſtemper, which deforms, enftebles, difables, und 
deſtroys vaſt numbers of mankind, is a benefit of 


the higheſt importance, If in mercy we ate deliver- 


ed from all ungodlineſs, and 'cleanfed from all un- 
righteouſneſs, a happy change is effected; à bettet 
appearance than ever will be aſſumed, and real ex- 
cellence will be exhibited and acknowledged: 

' { have e hoſen ther in the furnace of fiction. AF: 
fiction 1s ſignificant] re prelented in'tcri ture ag 
a furnace which is afed 2 melting gold, aner and 
other metals; to difunite them Fo due refuſe with 
which theyare incorporated, that their value beauty 
and utility, may be aſcertained, and that they may 
be adapted to the purpoſes for which they are in. 
tended.” In like manner, affliction is employed by 
inünite wiſdom to mollity the hearts of God's peo- 
ple. to purify them from the droſs of corruption 
and the pollution they have contracted; to form 
them into the mould of his word, and imprels upon 
them more deeply the divine reſemblance. They 


are put into this furnace to make trial of ther 
fincerity © and conſtancy, to diſcover the rea- 


lity and ſtrength of divine grace; and that they 
may be better prepared for every good work. 
The various calamities that befel the [Jewiſh peo- 
ple, were mereifully intended to promote theſe 
valuable purpaſes, with reſpect to the upright | 
and faithful among them. They ſuffeted t 

lols of their property, which became a perth to 


their enemies; they were depriyed of their frientls,' 7 


who fell by the fward ; they were bereaved of their 
liberty, being chrried away captive into a tran 
land; they were excluded tom the ordinances 


divine worſhip and the temple of God, which wal 


buried in ruins ; beſides being expoſed to innumer- 
a War their new nne i this 
8 urnace 
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356 
furnace of affliction God declared have choſen 


bove mentioned, God manifeſted to themſelves and 
others, that he had ſelected them to be his peculiar . 
people, by the ſupport he afforded them, by the 
wonderful deliverance he wrought for them, and 
by the good effects which their affliction was to 
duce. For long time God had tried, without 
ucceſs, to mollify their obdurate hearts, to reclaim 
them from ſin, and to render them obedient to his 
holy law, by favourable interpoſitions of his provi- 
dence. At the time referred to, he was to try them 
by other methods, that were to have a more happy 
termination, and the good fruits ariſing from their 
ſucceſsful operation, ſnould give evidence, that they 
were the choſen objects of God's peculiar love and 
care. The manifold advantages reſulting - from 
ſanctified afflictions to the people of God, ought to 
induce us who profeſs to ſuſtain this character to 
bear them with patience and ſubmiſſion, with forti · 
tude and magnanimity. And let us be ſolicitpus 
and importunate in prayer, that through the divine 
bleſſing they may excite juſt indignation againſt 
in; that they may exerciſe and improve in us the 
graces of the Spirit, render us partakers of God's 
_ holineſs, and bring forth the Raute of Ae 
8 AR and j Joy. 
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11 For mine own ſake, even for mine own 
| bike, will I do it: for how ſhould my name be 
| polluted and I wall not a _y ENAY unto 
another. ys | 


For the dane denten that Gol defer his anger OY 
refines'and manifeſts his choice of his peculiar peo- 
ple ; ; namely, for his own ſake—to diſplay his Slo- 
rious excellencies; that ſo they may be highly ex- 


' tolled and celebrated, his mercy in forgiving, his 


Power in e his e in deviſing the beſt 
wean 
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aa for this- you ey bn faittifulneſ i fulfill. 
8 


ling his prom 


ed throughout the wide extent of his domions; 
This argument always prevails with God, to 


ſerve his people from deſtruction, and tocauſe his Ke 


tender mercies ſpeedily to prevent their ruin when 
they are brought very low. It hath, therefore, 


been often uſed in the prayers of his ſervants, < 


ſpecially when the intereſts of his "church were apa 


parently low, and they were reduced to forloray 
circumſtances by their enemies. A remarkable in- 


ſtance of the truth of this remark occurs i Pfal. 
Ixxix. 9. Help us, O God of our ſalvation (aid 
the church), for the glory of thy name; and de-. 


_ © liver us, and purge away our fins,” for thy name's 


« ſake?” And he granted them help and deliverance; 
not on account of their prayers or their righteouſs 
neſs,” but he faved them for his own name's fake . 


— For how ſhould' my name be polluted. The name 15 5 


of God is polluted when it is not acknowledged 
and ſanctified as moſt honourable and excellent; 
but ſlighted and irreverently uſed; and when cen: 


ſion is given to the wicked to ſpeak evil of God — | 


his ways. Though the Jewiſh people juſtly de- 


ſerved deſtruction from God, yet he ſpared them 
for the honour of his name, and to prevent their 


enemies from profaning and abuſing it. Memor- 


able to this pur poſe are the words of Jehovah, te- 


corded Deut. xxxut. 26, 27. Lſaid I would make 
the remembrance of them to ceaſe from among 


men, were it not that I feared the wrath of the e- 
' nemy, leſt their adverſaries ſhould behave them 
* ſelves _ ſtrangely, Sc. The Almighty perfeally | 


knew, that had he employed their enemies to pu- 


niſh his people at their pleaſure, they would have a 
been malicions, . cruel, and yindiQtive; and that 


though 6 he was but a little diſpleaſed, they e 
F „36 
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to —— unſullied the ho- 
nour and glory of his character and government in 
the world, that fo they may be admired and efteem- 


URES on THE” Ou, xvnt 


ahve belped forward the aflliction *:* God was 


theretore plcated to defer his anger, and to /purify 


| his ſervants by means of ailliction proportioned to 


their circumftanees, - that his name might not be 
polluted. — And 1 ill not give my glory unto" ann. 
ther. People ate prone to atcribe to zhemtelyes, to 


ſecond: caules, or to the gods whom they ſerve, the 
advantages they poſleſs, and the tucceis that at» 


tends their undertakings; and thus to give to the 
creature the honour that is due to the Creator. Ta. 


give check to this odious practice, the Lord God re- 

peatediy deciares, that he is determined to lecare 
to himleif the glory that is due to his name. This 
ſolemn allurance ought to render us exceedingly 


- cautious, lett in any reſpect we encroach on this ſa- 


cred prerogative of Jehovah, who will, not allow 


men with unpunity to deprive him of his juſt tight 
and claim. The prophecy we have now been con- 
lidering, bath a ipecial reference, as we have een, ; 
to the captivity, of the Jews at Babylon, which was 


the furnace gf affliction wherein they were tried 
and refined. ' The better ſort of them were ſeparat- 


ed from the profane and hypocritical that were 
conſumed, whilſt the upright were purged from 
their ſins, and gradually 1anQified through the di- 


vine bleſſing on their affliction and the word 
God. In this manner, God purified vt Dot 


8 peculiar people, zcalous of od works. 


gs 12 Hearken unto me, O Jacob, * It 


_ rael my called; 1 an e vo 


; fo am the laſt, 


| Theſe words contain e eng 4 to an- 
other article of this diſcourſe, directed to the choſen 
poſterity of Jacob. Having been converted to the 
God of their fathers, they were much per plexed as - 
to their predicted captivity, notwithſtanding they | 
were allured they thould be delivered by ws 9 


Dy: Zech. i. 1g. 
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horah, - which denotes the paſt and the future, and 


nee mayo n. a0 de 


which iends w N 


8 to 


that hath choſen; you to be my inlietitaneeg chat 
6th EI into covenant With yu, and hat 

1 or vou many gloriqus deſinerances. I ani 
th 17 8 in x ed e — — oc 
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thority, 15 
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oo and endure for eve This pes | 
character is af the ſame: import witik the name J 


+ nao gilt 


taken in connection with what is added in the hen, 
reuſe, forme a magnificent eee e I 
God wa demands nee. b 3 * . 5 „„ 


"of -arth, and, m 5 5 
panned 9 5 heavens: 1 Lcall ab nto chem 
they ſtand up nee, f 3 ee, PER! 

0 my preſs” 828 Fel 15 5 0 4 5 N 17; with! Hh 
rential awe of his inf mts. 1 
Cod of Umel gives. 1 ſublime repre 
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2 FIIEA hae: bange bulld A bee, 
-- ds the children of men, and to erect a wines 


vt on which he might exhibit his own glory, he 
id th 


e foundations thereof in ſuch a manner, that 
they ſhould not be removed fer ever. He; founded 
it upon the ſeas, and eſtabliſhed it upon the floods &. 
This large globe is ſo admirably eonſtructetl by di. 
vine wiſdom and power, and reſts ſo firm on its ba- 


ſio, that it ſhall laſt all the time, and anſwer. the 


end for Which it was made, neither Altering its 
mape, nor changing its courſe. And my Fight hand 
Huth fpanntd the heavens. The right hand bein 
the chief inſtrument of human action, when attri⸗ 
buted to God, denotes the exertion of his mighty 
power, whereby he performs the moſt aſtoniſhing 
wondlers, and, among others, meaſures the immenſe 
vault of heaven, and exactly ner., its ex- 
tent. Though the heavens preſented to human 
view appear to be of unlimited «cortipaſs,” far ex- 
credit the poffibility of meaſurement, yet this vaſt 
expatils/is Perfectly aſcertained by the hand of om- 
- nip6tence. This lofty deſcription of Jehovah ſig- 
hf cantly- expreſſes the unte of his nature, and 
the greatneſs of his power.—IFhen I tall unto then, 
they ftand up together: All the celeſtial hoſts con- 
tinue to this day according to his ordinance ;. for all 
are his ſervants, ever obedient to his command; and 
| ready to exeeute his pleaſure; * How grand, how 
agnificent;the diſplays, which the Almi zhty hath 
Siven of his power in the heavens and the earth, 
- whereby a 1 foundation is laid on which the 
faith and hope of his people may be effabliſhed. 
His omnipotènee can eaſily give check to human 
Pride and preſumption, and adminiſter. See 
„ nee and 1 ta h 4 Ul e 
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do his pleaſure on Babylon, and his arm foal 5 
be on the Chaldeans: a | 


| 457 498 I 1 Th "wits K. 


Tue Lord God of Thiel 3 chat he 


is the Creator and Governor of the utverſe that 


all things are directed according to His pleaſure, 
proceeds to: ſhew that by conſequence he Can eali- 


Iy fulfil the promiſes he hath made to his people, 


however improbable they may ſeem. He invites 
all who are Ifraelites indeed, to attend to the evi- 
dence of his eternal power and godhead, of che 
truth of which the hypocritical and ſceptical! Yid* 
not acknowledge themſelves perſuaded. - For this 
purpoſe he requires them to convene and conſider 
the following queſtion—Who among them hath de- 
clared theſe things? Whe among the idols honour- 
ed by the nations, who among the diviners; the 
ſoothſayers, the aſtrologers, and prognoſtieators re- 


ſpected at Babylon, hath foretold the events that 1 


have made known to you, with their circumſtances 
and conſequences? T Lord hath loved him. He 
is the object of God's diſtinguiſhing favour und re- 
card ; to him the Moſt High hath been pleaſed to 
reveal theſe things, and on him he hath confer- | 


red the honour of informing his people of their cer- 


tain approach. According to this expoſition, which; | 


as far as I perceive, affords a fair and juſt interpre- 835 


tation of the words, our Prophet is the perſon in- 
tended, of whom it may indeed be ſaid, the Lord 


loved him. I. will not, however, contend for this 


application of the expreſſion, in oppoſition to che 
learned Vitringa, and the other commentatbrs 1 
have conſulted, who are of opinion that Cyrus o& 
here meant, who is'called the Lord's anointed. | 
tht great iat it i n Lend deve tpn) 
—becauſe he choſe him to eecute his righteous 
judgments on Babylon, which had grievoully afl. 
flicted his people—becaulſe” he endowed him with 
excellent natural abilities, and trowned with ſuc- 
ceſs all his expeditions, | ſo that he appeared to 2. 
; N the 


dis powerful arm, whereby the ſtrength and glory 
of that renowned city and e were 46: gig 9 8 | 


nal e God was j to Jeb him ki inch 
Was 3 author of all the ſucceſs that attended his 


enterprizes, which the prince confeſſod in his rœyal 


| 2 roclamation. It is alſo ſaid, that what is added 


ms to refer to that highly favoured perion,—He 


will do his pleaſure on Babylon, &c. The deliverer 
of Iſrael, and the avenger of the wrongs they ſuſ- 
tained from the Chaldeans, was fo entirely to fub- 
due them, as to have them at his pleaſure and dif. 
poſal. He was to make them feel the weight of 


ee . e 


15 I, even 14 e hens: yea, I ha call. 


ed him: 1 have brought him, and wo ſhall 
make his way proſperous. | Mio 


Abe Led Ges Bibel dr en char Ths 2 8 
plicitly foretold by his Spirit in our Prophet the 

remarkable circumſtances that were intimately con- 

nected with the deliverance of his people from cap- 
_ tivity, Nor had he ſimply predicted them; he had 
done more: in his determined purpoſe, he had call- 
ed and brought forward the illuſtrious prince who 
was to perform the arduous ſervice. The expreſſions 
here uſed repreſent the Perſian 3 as Afrea- 
dy in exiſtence, as having received his commiſſion 
from the Almighty, though he was not born for a 
long time after the prophecy was delivered; and 
conſequently they intimate the infallible certainty 
of the predicted event. And he ſhall make his uu 


. projperous. His exertions ſhall be crowned with ſuc- 


cis and glory; notwithſtanding the formidable op- 
poſition he hath to ſurmount: he ſhall vanguiſn the 
kingdom and city which have for long period pro- 
ved _— to the tranquillity and b of my 
people, Thus have we conſidered the evidence 
: brought ds ſhew the dnvinity-of the! bf 4 


We 1 


e, . 


verſe, and that , Iſaiah in the laſt clauſe explicitly e 
_ affirms his divine miſſion. Come ye near to me. EDT 


Mace - force of which hath bees hes 
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hies not ſpoken in ſecret from the begin- 
ning: from the time that it Was, port am 45 
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ditions relative to the above mentioned event.were ; 
publiſhed. long before. they were fulfilled. . I had Ne”, 
almoſt been induced by the different ſentiments 
of interpreters of this 8 to enter the thorny 
field of controverſy, and to {tate the arguments 
whereby they port their ſeveral 0 ve. 
ſpecting the perſon who, here addredſe the jew. 
iſn people. But recollecting that this ſtatement 
was not likely to have contrihuted much to pro- 
mote any valuable practical purpoſes, I only ob- 
ſerve Dar the Lord God ſeems. to be. the, perſon 
who ſpeaks by his ſervant in the firſt. part of the 


This expreſſion, may haye reference to the, prafti 
of perſons who having ſomewhat of importance to 
communicate to thoſe in whom they are 47 4 IN» * 
tereſted, defire that they would come near them, in 
order to hear with ye greater Er 25 | 
Almighty by our Prophet, requires his pete 0h 
to keep at à diſtance 8 like thoſe. why are 
unconcerned and indifferent as to the infarmation 
he was about to impart, but to come nigh that they 
might receive inſtructions with the utmoſt att 
tion. Hear ye this, Give diligent heed to the fol- - 
lowing ecircumſtance that well deſerves ſerious co. 
fideration,—-[ baue 5 aten in ſecret from the be- 
ginning. From the period in who WON. were 
rormed into a nati Rk inn a church; I refided among 
you 1 the vitlble 1 of 17 W and 

t 


1 aol proteRicn.: WINE 
forward 1 conveyed inſtruction to you; not in the 
uncertain ambiguous manner in which the oracles 
received hy other nations have been deliverod but 
with perſpicuity and evidence. Th laws which ] 
FS you, were 3 and plainly* Nebel 

m mount Sinai; my ſervants the . phets did 
not ſpeak to you in'obſcure corners, Hut delivered 
predictions of many future events, in places of 
public reſort, which were punctually fulfilled, as 
| ouſands of your brethren can teſtify. From the 
the it wat, there um 1.” Theſe words pr re 
fer to the ſubject of the foregoing prophecy”; name. 

„the oyerthrow of Baby on 'by the Perfian mo- 
narch, and the deliverance of the Jews from capti- 
vity. From the time it was foretold, 1 the Lord 

made it known as a certain approaching event, 
which I was determined to bring to paſs in due ſea. 
| fon, that 1 might demonſtrate my power and 1 


| ſence, In this manner Jehovah Slg ap 
priates to himſelf the honour of haying clearly 
old a diſtant future remarkable occurrence, wich | 
ave evidence that he is the only true God. | 
And now the Lord: God and hit Spirit hath Fe | 
me. Our Prophet ex pheitly -affirms that he acted 
by divine commiſſion, that he ſpake by the high- 
eſt authority. The Lord God having” nquired 
Whom ſhall T fend, and who ſhall go for us? "Iſaiah 
| replied, Here am I, ſend we. Au he ſaid, Go 
and tell this people, Hear ye "uideed, e. In vir- 
tue of this deſignation to his office, he was empow- 
_ ered to act as the ſervant of the A of hoſts, 'ho 
ſent him to diſcharge his 1 miniſtry among his coun- 
trymen the bare y the Hol Spirit he was not 
anly appointed to this ſacred ee but he was in- 
ſtructed, ſanctified, and well qualified by his 15 
and graces for performing the various parts 
function with 'honour” and fidelity. "The 1 5 
Techatiah ſpeaks of his miſſion in ſimilar terms, 
5 Thou thalt know (faid he) that the Lord of 3 


die in 


oer 2 e to . premier 0 


een enen 5 Jaded: ene op 
phets- of the Lord in foretelling things; toi come. 
ſpake as they ere moved by the Holy Ghuſt wo 
by means of impreſſions made upon their minds, 


or revelations co] ,ed through the medium of 


their ſenfes, directed them what to commit towrit- 
ing for the: benefit of mankind.—Aſfured then bf 
the divine :miffion of the eminent ſervant of God, 
whoſe. prophecies we are conſidering ;- let us view 
him as the 'meflenger.'of : Jehovah, and rebeite his 
predictions as the words of the Bring God, which 
came not by che will 0 eee by 
* wad 12. e Py G4 e 

F Bo fas) 167 08 & 


17 Thus tank — LORD, thy Redeemer, 
the Holy one of Ifrael; I am the LORD oy 
God, which teacheth thee tö profit,” w 
leaderh thee: by t the AY that they Gull 
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two ſubſequent. verſes, Tees, the ff me * 1 
cellence of the _glorious. perſon who cſi A 


people ; his intimate connection with „ an 
the powerful obligations he hath : 0 he then un- 
der to his obedience—Thus /aith the Lord, the 1 00 
High over, "al the earth, whoſe name alone is Jeho- 
vah. It is not man, but God who. here ſpe: eth, 
and therefore we ought to hearken with veneration 
and awe to the words af his mouth. Thy Redeem. 
er who with à ſtrong hand and ſtretched. out arm, 
reſoued thy . fathers from hau bondage'in nn FEI 4 
who often delivered them from the hands 17. 


tual [a5 6g Na Nerf 180 e erty, 


and conduQts them to the land of uprightneſs . 


ma he Holy One f Wat, all whoſe MEG and ons 


_ * Chap. ü. 11. 


886 
5 and mien /(and merit; an 
impurity ; from whom proceeds all the ſanctity 
my people, and who am honoured by their werſhip 

and ſervice. I am the Lord iby God ho entered 


into covenant; with thee, who will employ. my per- 


fections for proce depoſit; aupepLaGaOR: 

all: things Worl: together for 
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to 0 8 ig i and 8 i and do them“. 
In this manner God teacheth to profit. Under the 


Old Teſtament; be gave his people many inftruc- 
tive leſſons by his providential be des by 
i his inftitutions and prophets, and by his 
rit, as good Nehemiah gratefully acknowled 
| Under the goſpel he confers this precious benefit 


on his church in 4 more eminent degree, accord- 


ing as it is written in. the prophets, * they ſhall 
be all taught of God x4. 7 man 
that hath heard and, learned of the Father the 


Way of reconciliation, life, and | | ae com- 5 


ett to 2 n. truſt 
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faith Wewrecberfz be banane üg Him tht . 
* cometh unto me I will in no wiſe caſt out? 

. Who leadeth thee by the way that thou bal g. 
What the cloud was to the Iſraelites in the wilder- 
neſs; what the guide is to the wandering traveller; 
what the leader and commander is to the army; 
that, and infinitely more, is the Lord God to his 
people. The expreſſion before us, may allude to 
the practice of parents and thoſe that have the care 
of children, who obſerving their incapacity. to con- 
duct themſelves, take them by the hand, and lead 
them in the way that they ſhould take. Such com- 
paſſionate regard doth God ſhew to his people. 
Well knowing their frame and frailty, and how 
prone they are to go aſtray; he not only upholds 
them by his power, but conducts them hy his coun- 
ſel in the paths of righteouſneſs for his name's ſake. 
He carries them forward in the way that theß 
ſhould go, in the way of his commandments; — 
ing their hearts and lives into entire ſubjection to 
his will. He diſpoſes them condially to approve of 
his laws und diſpenſations, and chearfully to pro- 
ceed in the path of duty; W. that nothing. 
may-juſtle them out of the rig ht ad, and give 
them occaſion to — — us diligently ſollos 
our gracious Lord and leader ; ſtudious Whether in 
public or private continually. to ſet rr us, 
and to colnply with his eee nn Ha! 22 70 
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enemies? The verſe now to be conſideret gives a 


ſatisfying reply to this queſtion, and ſhews that 


God is not in the leaſt to be blamed; that the fault 
was entirely their own, and aroſe from their diſo- 
bedience to his ſtatutes and ordinances.—O that 
thou hadft bear tened io my commandments, which 
bear the ſtamp of m uy ſupreme authority, which 
make knoun my good and perfect will concerning 
you, and at the ſame time exhibit the riches of my 
mercy, the importance and excellence of my falva. 


tion. Doth not my precepts which are holy, Juſt, 


and good, deſigned to enlighten the mind, to re- 
form the heart, and to regulate the converſation 
and conduct demand from you diligent attention, 
unſuſpecting "confidence, and chearful obedience? 
After the Lord God had promulgated his law from 
mount Sinai, he thus expreſſed his ardent deſire 
For the peofile to whom it was delivered, O that 
there Fob ſuch an heart in them that they would 
fear me, and keep all my commandments always, 
that it triight be well with the mand with their chil. 
dren for ever . And again he expreſſes hitnſelf 

in ſimilar terms, O that my peoplorhad hearken- 
© ente me, and Iſrael had walked in my ways T1 


Such are "the tender mereies of Jehovah, that he 


not only grants to his people the means & happi- 
neſs; but he repreſents himſelf as regreting with 
paternal affection their frowardneſs and obſtinzey, 
which fruſtrate the benevolent intentions of his love. 


He ſeems as if diſappointed when we petverſely 


neglect to improye the advantages he confers, for 
obtaining the bleſſings he hath promiſed, and the 
felicity he is ready to impart in the way confiſtent 
With his own hagour ; the dignity of his govern- 

Sb, and the nature 05 that felicity to which he 

Poul Salt sss. 
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they ought, there would not be any thing to di- 
ſturb or injure mens felicity:; the church would af- 
ford. a pleaſant repreſentation of the exalted ſtate | 
they ſtall attain in the celeſtial regions, Peace 
may here denate, as in ſome other paſſages of 
ſcripture, not only freedom from diſtreſs and ca- 
lamity, but all manner of proſperity, both in 
ternal and external. Great peace have they 
that love God's law, and nothitig ſhalt offend 
them. The meaning of the words before us feems 
to be this: Hadft thou hearkened to my command-. 


ments, thou ſhouldeſt have rejoiced in abundance - 


of the bleſſings of providence and grace, conducive 
to thy eſtabliſhment and comfort. The fimilitude _ 
here uſed plainly intimates, that one benefit ſhould 
without interruption have followed another in quick 
ſucceffion—that. the happinets ariſing from obedi- 
ence to the divine authority, ſhould not have Pro- 
ved like a ſtream that ſometimes runs dry; but 
would have been exceeding abundant, reſembling 


the large quantity of waters which are continually | 


ing in a great river that. it ſhould have been 
perpetual, and never have failed like the waters of 
a river that inceſſantly receive new ſupplies from 
the ſources whence they take their 6457 In like 
manner the obedient people of God ſhould have 
had their felicity not only enlarged, but extended 
throughout all ages by plentiful communications of 
every bleſſing, from the inexhauſtible fountain of 
life and conſolation. The tranquillity of worldly 


men which depends on the greateſt uneettainties, 


and their own fluctuating humours, is ſeanty ant 
precarious, and oft-times of ſhort duration; where= | 


as the peace reſulting from obedience to the wb 


of God, is abundant, extenfive, and permanent: 


A powerful argument this to hearken to God's 


commandments, eſpecially taken in conne dien 


with the words immediately added. 
And Ty e as wad! Waves „ of the I 
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The nighteouſneſz here intended, may include all 


the temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings, which give e- 


vidence that. a perſon or people are truly. righteous; 


that they enjoy the fruits of that 3 — | 


which is of God by faith in the great Meſſiah, the 
' favour of God and communion with him. The ge- 

. neration of the upright ſhall be bleſſed. ic m 
be ſo, for God is in the generation of the righteous 


who receive the bleſſing from the Lord, and righ- „ 


teouſneſs from the God of ſalvation. The, righte- 
ouſneſs which conſiſts in giving to God the things 


that are God's, and unto men the things that are 


mens; gives ſatisfying proof af love to God and his 


ways, and is well pleaſing unto the Lord, who lo- 


veth them that follow after righteouſneſs. | This 


comprehenſive benefit is promiſed to reſemble the 
waves of the ſea, which rapidly follow one another, 
continually moving forward, and ſurmounting each 
other, whilſt they roll along with ſuch prodigious 


force as can with difficulty be oppoſed. The com- 


pariſon ſtrongly intimates, thas by hearkening to . 
the commandments of God, large; advances are 


made in the practice of holineſs ; ; new ſtrength is 


acquired ſufficient to bear down all oppoſition that 


lies in the way; and thus the people of God are 
carried forward with increaſing celerity toward the 


great object to which they bend their courſe. By 
theſe two elegant fimilitudes, our Prophet adorns 
and illuſtrates his ſubject, and by this varied ima - 
gery promotes at once entertainment and inſtruc · 
tion. In this pleaſing manner he powerfully re- 
commends obedience to God, and delineates the 
peculiar advantages attending his ſervice.— Theſe 
motives which have been verified in the experience 
of thouſands, ought to ſtimulate us to pay that ſa- 
cred regard to the authority of Jehovah which he 
juſtly demands. The man that feareth the Lord 
and walketh in his way, never fails to be bleſſed. 


Ho pleaſant was the teſtimony of an eminently 


good man to the 9 we have been conſidering. - 
| 8 
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of Solomon 1 and had the poſterity of Irael been a 


cut off by 1 war, Hume and | 
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Being eld gl uh be nd—replicd that 
he never had in nis wife. Being alked 
dee that every moming 
he endeavbured to — his will cinformed'to he 
will of re determined that whatſdever | 
God, ſhould pleaſe him fe Lig e 
day to him, and like a wave of the ſea wafted _ 
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19 Thy fond: alſo. had. in as the fund, 
and the offspring of thy bowels like the gra- 
vel thereof; his name ſhould not have Beech 
cut off, nor deſtroyed from before me. ; 17 © 


4111 9 


Ahocher happy conſequence that ſhbuld N re- 
ſulted from obedience to God i 
expreſſions of ſimilar import. In the promiſe that 
God made to Abraham, he Engag ed that * | bis ſeed 


' ſhould be as the ftars of heaven, and a as the fand 


© upoh the ſea ſhore fort multitude *. This alſu- 
rance was aftefward-renewed to Jacob, to Vir he 
faid, I will make thy ſeed! as the ſand of the ſea, 
which cannot be numbered for multitude f.“ 
Theſe promiſes were actually verified in the reign 


ſo wiſe as to have hearkened to the commands, the 


admonitiops, and inſtructions of Jehovab, they 8 
might have continued to ale through zout al! 
ſpake to them 


generations. But, alas, when 
they would not hearken; and therefore he cyt them 
ſhort until they were ſo diminiſhed, chat whole, 
nation was not equal in number to one of the trihes 

in the time they obeyed the voice of the Lord their [| 


God.—His, (or, as 850 2. read) thy name bout b 


not have been cui the 9 25 of Irael 
been obedient ph 1 55 will of God, he a nat. - 
have allowed the better part of them to have been 
ElLLENCE 3 but they 
. ©  Thoutd . 


* Gen, All. T9." } |" + Chop, a1. 7 See 1 Kings 
ir. 29 | 


is deſcribed by two ͤ 
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Hou have: bees mY objects of tis pecu 

| n. Their name, their reputari 
ion ſhould have been increaſed and perpetua- 
The name, the reſemblance, and oft times 
the. indernitancn Sen of the fathers ſhould have been 
| tranſmitted to the children, ſo that they might have 
deen had in everlaſting; remembrance. To their 
difobedience to God, then, muſt be attributed their 
forfeiture of the fruits of his favour, and the inter. 
ons: of his providence, and conſequently the 
[ eftruCtion of their renown and glory, What pre- 
Ciaus bleſſings do men deprive themſelves of by 
their traufgr effions of the commandments of God! 
The Iſraelites were the peculiar people of Jehovah, 
his redeemed and ſanctified ones, and bleſſed by 
him above all the kingdoms of the earth. They 

were honoured with magnificent titles, they were 


favoured with his ordinances, his temple, his du 


vants, his oracles, aud preſence; and yet When 
they hearkened not to his commagfiments. righte- 
oulneſs, . peace, and honour departed from them; 
the ſword and famine, peltilence and captivity, cut 
them, off. From hence let us learn diligently to 
obſerve all God's ſtatutes which he. hath command- 
| ed us for our good *. Thou haſt commanded/us to 
| keep thy precepts; O that our ways were directed 
to keep thy ſtatutes! then ſhall we experience mote 
ſublſlantial comfort than in the leaſu 55 Sue 
_ the Farne of this world. 5 | 


20 Go ye forth of Babylon, Gavin ye Pn 
the Chaldeans, with a voice of ſinging de- 
clare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of 
the earth; ſay ye, The LORD — redeem: 
; OP his ſervant Jacobs... FW 
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Viz, 260. PROPHY 


of Perſia, — eee ey ee 
of Babylon with joy and knumph; pubhfhing every 
where this important beriefit;”* The Sed of Afttei, 
for various uſeful purpoſes, would ha de bin enen 
reſtored to the land of Judea; ü which pliite” de 

gave them expreſs order to retuyn.” Some of a 
who had ſettled" in the . of balden, Ack acgui- 


red poſte ons in chat eotimtry, hight bars Deen ü. 


verſe to leave it; and others, NES td the vemote 
corners of che land. — dads 
to undertake ſo long and hazardous a' JOEY 
They are thereſbre aufe by d tho 

leave the kingdom wherein they had bee 

tained, not in a ſecret" clandeſtine Wander ; 
With a wide; of Jing in E arclaie ye” They ey were to 
make known their dee aeg ong all the nations 
into whieh they wete to come, = do extöl their 
deliverance with ſhouting and ok voice 6f triumph 
—to declate the cauſe; the magnitude, ung the uff. 
lity of this Wonderful Iinterp F divir 


dence; bi,, utter it 10 . r ehrib N, 
Far from eoncraling this inſtance of the menen 


care of Jeheovah, they were enjeined te publiſh- 
in the moſt diſtant lars, and 't telt mer e ee 
diſpleaſure on account Gf thelrabfocious erimes be- 


and oft red to peturn t6 their oT country. 
9 vi 10 970 og Hand in Arle lan- 


captivity at Babyk My Wer 
ſeventy years, in r of derte 


tranſgreſſions; * Now the Lord math Tate the 
reſtored Therm tofliherty; and dhe 0 
land uch de ae dh ur ches“ — 3 
therefore! the" heathen frations were affonfftzed * 
this rms ice, end 6bliged/66'$ckriowleh the 
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| Pa, at deſarts; he cauſed the waters to 
flow. out of the rock for them; he clave the 
| "nes and eee wergys guſhed out. 


The Lord God graciouſly. aſſures his W 


| — would make ample proviſion for their ons 


in their journey from Babylon to Judea. 
The diyine care and proteclion of which they were 


aflured, is illuſtrated, in the moſt elegant manner, 
alluſion 55 the ax 5 d their fathers == 


and EEE 
them to e to the 


remote nations > of the 


| an, hich wo e 15 Ez 


aa be ys e: pe her 'of 28 Th 
derty, made by. . Meſſiah to the gaptiyes of 
in and Satan. Every:part.of the | agreeth 
not; more. exactly. to the return f 


i-doth to char eternal, redemptign thereky: rei 
cb ſeems to be the grand * to which 
21 as FT A | it 


. unto the 
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it lies tente Ti bd ane us apply 


prediction, agreeable to the principle adopted by the 


moſt celebrated jnterpreters of the ſeriptures. It 


muſt be acknowledged, ſaith the late learned 


of Briſtol, in bis Difſertations on the Pröphecies 7. 


That many prophecies of 2 have a 
. meaning, literal and myſtic; reſpetling two e- 
« vents, and receive. a twofold completion.“ He 


adds that Dr Warburton, who. improves: truth 
ſubject that he handles, ſays, that the 


« tical writings are full of this kind 8 
To people of the above deſcription t 


tion and the voice of thankſgiving the ſalvation that 


God hath wrought for his people. Let them alſo 
declare the copious ſupplies which he hath provided 


for their obi fubfitence during their paſ- 
ſage through the wilderneſs of this world. Thoſe 


who firſt I he reached the goſpel liberally enjoyed the 
ment of wht 4 is here foretold : when-tra- - 


accompli 


velling through the deſerts of the Gentile nations, 
they were refreſhed by the waters of cunſolation 


that flowed from 7 Chriſt, the ſpiritual:rock 


which was ſmitten for the benefit of he church. 


And to this day the people of God are thereby ſo- 


laced and comforted; and this aſtbniſhing inſtance 
of the loving kindneſs' of the Lord, they ought to 


publim to the end of the earth, that men may be 
induged to celebrate the pruiſes of his gloribus name, 


| with which heaven and earth ought ever to reſound. - 


I 


22 There top o peace; ich the LORD,- to 


bd 


3 as x * * rhe 


Or Proper concludes this Uſcourſe with thieſe 
Vo. III. e 4 N / memorable 
* Vol. 1. page 76of of the zoth edition 0 
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| exhortation 
is directed, Go ye forth, &c. Abandon the idolatrous 
practices to which the inhabitants of myſtical Baby- 

= 2 are addicted, and renounoe all farther intereourſe 
with them. Let thoſe who participate in the re- 

demption of the Son of God, publiſh with»exulta- 


Ll 


3 1 F 


Phatically deſcribed by the name here given them, 
which, in the Hebrew language, is derived from a 


word that ſignifies to 5 unquiet—to be guilty and 


to be condemned. They are agitated by contend. 
ing turbulent paſſions, and frequent diſappoint- 


ments, whereby uneaſy commotions are excited in 


their breaſts, diſcord and firife are introduced into 
ſociety, They are conſequently guilty of the moſt 
flagrant tranſgreſſions of the beautiful ord er Which 
God hath eſtabliſhed, and are charged 1n- ſcripture 
with the odious crimes of contemning him, and of 
rifing up in rebellion againſt his authority. They 
are therefore juſtly condemned; the righteous 
Lord who hateth wickedneſs, and i is known by the 


judgment that he executeth, hath declared, that 


the wicked ſhall be turned into hell with all the 


nations that forget God. Upon the wicked he ſhall 
rain ſnares, fire and briimſtone, and a horrible tem- 


« peſt, this ſhall be the portion of their cup. Sych 
is the r character of the wicked who ſome- 
times poll 
aſſume 17 appearances of piety. Let us then 
impartially conſider, if this deſcription is applicable 
to us, leſt we lay, Peace, pence,” to ourlelyes, will 


God faith, | 
© Thereisno peace. To people of the abou. de- 


ſcription, there is no reconciliation and friendſhip 
with God, which alleviates every affliction and for- 
row, and ſweetens every bleſſing. The wieked 
deſpiſeth the Lord, and his foul hateth him that 
loveth violence. Whilſt this contrariety of diſpoli- 


tion, intereſt, and deſign ſubſiſts, it is impollible | 
| — they can enjoy peace with God. Nor can 


eſs agrecable tranquillity of mind whilſt 
iy continue at variance with God. | Diſturbed 


by tumultuous paſſions, diſtracted by the accuſa- 

tions of their guilty conſciences, and diſtreſſed by 

* fears and anxious cares; e are trang- 
AX N 
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memorable words, which are worthy. of ſerious at. 
tention. The wicked, of whom he ſpeaks, are em- 


e ee natural abilities, and occaſionally 
e 
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ers to the An com poſure and ſerenity enjoyed 
by the righteous. Neither have they peace among 
themſelves, Servants of divers luſts and pleaſures, 
acting under the influence of oppoſite e 
and den gus, inconſiſtent with the eale, the intere 
and ſafety of others, they kindle the flames of cori 
tention and diſcord all around them. And whilſt 
they continue wicked, they have not the le⸗ 
proſpect of entering into the peaceful regions of the 
bleſſed, but continuing at varknce witk the God 
of peace, and with their own conſciences, and in 
perpetual enmity with each other, they ſhalt ex- 
perience the truth here affirmed by the Lord God 
omnipotent, who is faithful and true—There ir 
no peace to the wicked. Conſider this, ye that fot- 
get God, lay this momentous truth to heart, ye 57 
are wicked, who live in the habitual practi 
ants $ fins, and in the deliberate omiſſion of 5 15 
duties. Plead not your in K to comply with 
this reaſonable requeſt, whilſt you are always pre- 
pared to extenuate your negligence by the moſt 
plauſible pretexts. not the fooliſh nee 
of want of time, Welt hos you' have enoug of this 
precious article to ſquander away in fin and vant- | 
ty. Do not abſurdiy alledge, that it is too ſoon for 
you to renounce your tarigreff greffions, and to return 
to the Lord. Is it poffible, that you can too early 
eſcape miſery and wo, and become good and hap- 
py? If it is now too ſoon ſeriouſty to review yout 
ſpiritual ſtate, and to be reconciled to God, ere os 
you may find it too late; which, 7 God ok 
his Infinite . e . e. 


moſt beautiful figures to repreſent its magnificence, 
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E (F097 "gp in e upon 1 00 a - 
conſider the fifth book of the jp ole N 

| deleted by this eminent ſervant of Jehoyah; Iſaiah 

the ſon of Amoz. From the 40th chapter incluſtve, 


the chief ſubject of his predictions hath been the 
deliverance of the Jews from captivity at Babylon; 
with ſtrong intimations of a far more glorious deli. 


verance which that liberation was intended to ex- 


hibit, whereby idolatry was to be overthrown; the 


exiſtence and perfections of the God of Iſrael were 


to be demonſtrated. Henceforward the ſalvation 
of the Gentiles from ignorance, ſervitude, and guilt, 


by an illuſtrious perſon called the Iſrael, and ſervant” 
| of Jchovah, is the topic of theſe prophecies.) Our 


Prophet's views are almoſt wholly confined to this 
ſublime ſubject, ſo that Babylon, which had 
therto been often introduced, 1s now dropped, 


hardly ever comes in ſight again. In tyeating with 


great elegance of this grand event, he 70 the 


and to embelliſh the important circumſtances with 


which it was to be accompanied. He deſeribes the 


wonderful perſon of the Meſſiah, the character he 
ſuſtains, the œconomy over which he 1 the 
conditions through which he was to pals 


was to terminate in the highe 
with its various fortunes, and the tate of the Jew; 
ih church.—In the chapter before us, a new and 
very pleaſing ſcene is opened to view. The Holy 


Spirit, grieved and vexed by the obſtinate wicked - 
nels of great part of the Jewiſh nation, Who had 


ejected his admonitions and counſels, directs our 


| Prop het to foretel the future vocation of the Gen- 


tles into the kingdom of God, with its cauſes, 


e and effects. For this purpoſe, after a ſhort - 
| a exordium, | 


the king- - 


dom he was to eſtabliſh among ihe: Cos, 3 | 
plendor and glory, 


2 tha'Son of 2 manifelt in the 
brought f orward in perſon, declaring aj Fs 125 
tent of his com 
glorious work of the converſion of the 1 8 na- 
tions to the true and living God, after. molt part 
the poſterity of Iſrael Riedel the ſalvation. o offer 
to rm ver. 1—6.—Jehovah, ; is then repreſentei 


8 
Redeemer, of the vaſt ſucceſs wick ch the 
call of the Gentiles was to: be attended ; and exhi-. 
— * flouriſhing ſtate. of the church under che 
r cate of divine providence and Brace, FILA, 
18 \ lle with the joyful gratulations of tlie hole 
ver. 79—13,—After Which, the church com 


of the cleck Jews that had been exerciſed with a. 
rious afflictions through many ages, are aſſured, , 


the wiſhed-for proſperity and. ſucceſs, of the 
dom of the Malt High, and the fulfilment of 
promiſes and predictions delivered on that ſubje& 
ver. 1441. — The chapter concludes with a Pre- 
diction, that immenſe numbers of people were to 


flock into the church, of which kings and WE | 


ſhould become the kind ardians—whil | 
adverſaries were to be deſtro royed . by the terrible 
ſlaughter. which thay. Were, to nak« G 
ver. 2 . 


| ISTEN, 0 ies, u unto! me; 5 SUR fl 
44 ople from far; The LORD hath 
called 15 from the womb; from the bowels 


of my 1 A, * made Wention 95 OA 
name. 5:4 <7 = Ws 1g. 
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Jeſus Chriſt th | pak 3 of the! "Loa! "the 
true Mclab, b, uy 17 1 of the . calls the at- 


umiſfion, for executing, 2 great and 


the moſt ample promiſes to the com alfion-. 
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benin of the" inhabitants bf ths elch and ch 


countries, to the conf! N 50% und amp bs 


qualifications he eſſes for berg, 2 Redeener 
of the church —lt- you be of 51985 fpeaketh the 


rophet, of kanfelf or of ſome other man? The 
ervant of chovah, the light of the Gentiles" the 


falvation of God to the ends of 72 4 earth, the -= 


to rag or any other pee Jeb e | N. 9 5 


faith, * Look unto me and be ye faved all the 75 of 


the earth; for 1 am God, and there 8 none elſe.” 


Every one well affected to the zoſpel, who knows 


and loyes the Lord eſis Chriſt, and impartially 
eonliders this prophecy,” mult. ack nowledps, that he 
is the illuſtrious rſon Who ſpeaks by his Spirit in 
2 Fro bet. 1 ving expended fot nouglit much 
labour ba the tribes Of Iſrael, that he might 
at them into the way of ſalvation; lo!” he turns 


to the Gentiles, and genewulh offers them that 


precious benefit which the Jews deſpiſed, and the 
privileges therewith connected. He addreſſes his 


diſcourſe to the inhabitants of the iſlands of the 


Mediterranean Sea, where he forektiew his king- 


dom Vas to be eſtabliſhed; and his golp 1 made Y 


known—And to the people from far, who refide 
in lands ſituated at the greateſt diſtance 1 5 Ju- 
dea, among which may de comprehended the inha- 
bitants of Great Britain. Theſe nations, the Son 


of God requires to hearkeni to the important infor- 


mation he was about to convey to them, Which 
ought to be received with reſpect and attention, 
and ſeriouſly conſidered as the means of 


that faith which comes by hearing. You have hi- 


therto heard philoſophers, orators, diviners, and 
ſoothſayers, by many of whom you were im poſed 
upon and led away from true wiſdom and the way 


of ſalvation, I therefore now offer you, faith the 
Lord, a teacher, to whom, if you hearken diligent- 


9. and 2 85 as you ought, you ſhall come to the 
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deſired without effect. 


buntes it ne Sit hich es LS 
vain, and ſhare in. that ſalvation; which you hays | 


The Lord bath e me BY Fade 
commences with informing the Gentile nations, of 


his character and office; by whom they were to be 


inſtructed— That de is the ambaſſador of God to 
men, who is appointed to teach them the know- _ 
ledge of that. l ation which he himſelf was to pro- 
cure and beſtow—that he was deſtined to this 
great work, not only from the wonib when he ap- 
peared on earth in the faſhion of a man, but before 
the foundations of the world were laid. From g- 
verlaſting, before his works of old, the Lord God 
choſe. 591 appointed the perſon. who here {peaks to 


the arduous work afterward mentioned. From che 


bowels of my mother, &c, - Prior to his nativity, Je- 
hovah particularly deſcribed his perſon, qualifica- 
tions, offices, and various-circumſtances, relative to 
his humbled and exalted ſtate. And a coulider- 
able time before he was born, he was named by the 
angel who appeared to his mother, and ſaid thau 
ſhalt bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call his name Je- 
ſus. He ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the 
Son of the Higheſt ; and the Lord God ſhall give 
« unto bim the throne, of. his father David * By 
this ſolemn introduction to the following diſcourſe, 
this illuſtrious perſonage acquaints his heafets with 
the dignity of his character; that he might thereby 
conciliate the greater attention and reſpect to the 


important truths he was about to deliver.— 10 


* theſe things then let us give the more | earneſt 
' heed, 4 at any time we ſhould let them flip— 


For h chall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great al- 
vation, :W (= rhe. firſt began to be ſpoken/by. 
was MOVIES,» unto, as en os 5 ES 


the Lord, 
4 that: 1 wo Wo 2 1 1 
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. ſharp ſword; in the ſhadow: of "y hand 
Hath 25 hid ine, and made me 4 
ſhaft; in his quiver. hath he hid mis 


The Son of God, the great. 48 ved, 
declares, that Jehovah had perſetly . 7 7 nn 
for performing the prophetic office, to the exetciſe 
of which he was-called and conſtituted. In the 
Firſt ex] reſſion, the cauſe is put for the Effect, the 
mouth for the words/that proceed from it. The diL. 
. courſes of Jeſus Chriſt are intended, the inſtructions, 
the hv ey a and threatenings which 
roceeded from his lips, into which g Pour. 
i who ſpike as elke aa ſpake, fo chart ene- 
mies could not refiſt the Spirit and wiſdom that he 
manifeſted. His words were like a ſharp: ſword, 
that powerfully penetrates” the heart, that divides 
aſunder the fleſh and ſpirit; and deſtroys the a Unt 
life. In like manner, the words of the Sog of God, 
accompanied with divine power, not only ſeparate 
-man-fxom man, him that believeth from him that 
believeth not, the righteous from the wicked; but 
they reach the conſciences pf men, they kill r thi 
body of fin and death, they ſubdue carnal affec- 
tions, and bring down every high. thing that ex- 
alteth itſelf againſt oo knowledge of W Thus 
they give him complete victory over his enemies, 
who are flain by the words of his mouth, ger 
whaſe converſion or overthrow he gloriouſly :tri- 
umphs. This efficacy- is attributed to Jehovah, 
| who appointed him his ſervant, and endowed kim 
0 ch on oh vl of eloquence,. that e- 
ae mouth migh pt, and every tongue that 
riſeth againſt Man. judgment he might condemn. 
And his word in the h of his ſervants ho ure 
ſent forth by him to ſubdue the nations into the 
obedience of faith, attended with his divine gen 
5 prove the power of God unto ſalvation. 
In the ſhadow of his hand hath he hid ne. "The 
band 'of IS Tg FO. hi 2 and es 


. . A ²˙ . Ei 4 . 


86 f, hom HY eren as 


>. 


ed — ol 
4 
1 I 


. 


ane; or that aſter he came forth 
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een, 6 | 
brought into effect. The ſhadow of his. e 
exhibited the exact form by which hi mighty = 
rations are modelled, may ſignify the:decrees, 
dictians, and meer wg with the rites and facn 
that afforded a juſt repreſentation of what was tobe 
done, and executed in the fulneſs of time. In this 
ſhadow; Jeſus, Chriſt was in great meaſure con- 
cealed from the view of the ancient chuſch, to 
whom he was not made manifeſt.” The apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, treating of the: doctrine of his goſpel | 


who was deſtined to be the ſalvation of God, uſes 


« fimilar expreſfion. to that now before us. He ſays, 
That the g of Jeſus Chriſt-agcording'ts | 


the revelation of the myſtery which was Kept ſe- 
manifeſt 


8 began, is now made 
by the ſcriptures of the prophets * The worde 


then may import, either that he was not revealed 


and clearly made known, until the remarkable pe- 
riod wherein he was to make his — 
the Father's 


_ he was aſſuredly to enjoy the 


enjoyed it. 4 
TEM ks firm — tar ** wou! ö 
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ſuch as the patriarchs, the prophets, and the apoſ- 
tles of Jeſus Chriſt. All theſe excellent arrows ſent 
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seg the purpoſes of innige wikdominad 
flays that he may fave men; and teaches them that 
they muſt die unto fin, that they may live unto 


grace. He 


righteouſneſs ; that it behoves them to mortify the 
deeds of the body that they may hye. And bis 
word directed by his ſkilful omnipotent arm, accom- 
panied with the efficacy of the Holy Spirit, is em · 
phatically compared to arrows and weapons, ancient. 
ly uſed in war by the eaſtern nations. It penetrates 
the beart, deſtroys the body of fin and death, and 
deprives it of force and activity; it brings men 


into ſubjection to Jeſus Chriſt, who goes forth con- 


and to conquer, that he may eftabliſh the 
ſpiritual kingdom of God among Jews and Gentiles, 
II bis quiver hath he hid me. The quiver is a 
caſe for holding arrows; and in its figurative ſenſe, 
may denote the counſel of God, — thoſe il- 
luſtrious perſons are deſcribed that were honoured 
to effect the converſion of men to the living God; 


forth from time to time, to perform the ſeryices a. 


| Hgned them, were all contined in the divine de. 


cree. - Among theſe there was one choice incom- 
parable arrow, app ted by the peculiar care and 
wiſdom of God, to fubdue the Gentile world, and 
to eſtabliſh among men the 'kingdorn of the Moſt 
High. This was no ether than Jeſus Chriſt, 'who 


was exhibited-to the Jews after the fifteenth yearof 


Tiberius,” and to the Gentiles after the e 


: of Claudius Our the Roman Emperor. 


3 And ſaid unto me, Thou art my 1452. 


vant, O Hrael, in hom I will he glorified. 


Theſe words announce the mediale office in 


. which the Meſſiah was to 5 inveſted, and the impor- 


tant defign.which was thereby to be accom 
Jehovah: made known to him his determined pur- 
i 8 that he ſhould not only be the . 


man race. For this end he was to ſubmit to a ſtate 
of poverty and ſervitude, and n 
death, even the death of the eroſs; ti 

ing the moſt grievous ſufferings, his people 
obtain; eternal ſalvation.— 0 {/rael. - Thou ho of 


all thoſe that are Iſraelites indeed, exhibits to high- 


eſt advantage, the diſtinguiſhing characters of ſa- 


cob, thy xenowned progenitor according to the fleſh, 


who wreſtled. with God, obtained the bleſſing, and 
eee and his houſe.— In whom I ſhall 
be glorified, The offices executed by Jeſus Chriſt, 
the dilpe ofation : of grace over which he 


and the government of the church, richly diiplay the | 


glory of God, and manifeſt, the divine perfections 
of Wisdom, righteouſneis, and power of 
Jehovah; 3 on account of which he is highly cele- 

brated. This is that great work wherein all the 


ways of God are concentered; wherein all the great 


lines of revelation meet, and in which all his glori- 


n uth ant thats 


gence; by which the Meſliah is himſelf -glovified, 
the foundations of the Kingdom of God are Jaid and 
on account whereof the praiſes of Jehovah are — 
by ten thouſand times ten tho through immor- 
tal ages. The obedience. and death af Chriſt, where- 
by God is glorified; is that grand event Which the 
Lord God contemplated with pleaſure from evor- 


laſting, and which ſhall be —.— with exquiſite | 


delight by all the redeemed. from among men. 
Ve that fear the Lord, praiſe him all ye the ſeed; 

Jacob glorify. him; and fear him ane 25 een 
0 ee. * N . ut I ie 2 ** 


* Than Tait Sed e 1 
have ſpent my ſtrength for nought and in 
vain; yet ſurely my judginent 7 rich d 


LORD, and my work with my God. 


| The dien iv ase complaining of th 


little 
| * Plalm'xx5i. 23. 
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greater 5 and reward, promiſed to him — Je- 
hovah. With reſpect to the former of theſe ſub. 


jects. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt did indeed labour 
hard, and ſpent his ſtrength in performing the ar- 


duous work that was given him to do, as is abun- 
dantly evident from the hiſtory of his life.” H mag · 
nified the law of God by his perfect obedience; he 
deſtroyed the empire of ſin; he vanquiſhed the 
powers of darkneſs; he overcame death and ſpoiled 
him of his conqueſts; he inceſſantly went ou 
doing good to men. He taught in the ſynagogues, 
in the temple, and other places of public reſort; 
he refuted the cavils, and chided the . 0 his 
adverſaries; - and healed the difeaſed that were 


brought to him for cure. He attended at the read-. 


ing of the law, and at the ſolemn feſtivals of divine 


inſtitution; he made long journies on foot in the diſ- 


chargeofhis miniſtry, omitting no proper opportunity 
of conyeying inſtruction to the people. During the 


day he was aſſiduouſly employed in teaching the 
way of God in truth, and privately inſtructing his 
—— during the night: he often retired and 
of it in prayer and converſe with. 


nt great part 
In this arduous labour wherein his mind was 


intenſely engaged, and in which he had to furmount®* 


the greateſt difficulties and the moſt virulent oppõ- 
fition ; this ſervant of Jehovah exhauſted his ſtrength 
and laboured more abundantly than the prophets, 
the miniſters, and the apoſtles,” that were labour- 


ers together with him. They of their penury caſt | 


into the treaſury of the church what he Was 


to give; he from his unſearchable eee 5 


immenſe ſtores. All his perfections as God, all his 


abilities as man, all his qualifications as mediator; 
* were employed for the beneſit of his Wee 


this labour he complains WW - AUS 16 


For nought and in vain. The fruit Se Auen | 


VE. bus anymanſs labour, were not ade- 
. * 


| little ſucceſs. that attended his labour. among the 
Jews, and encouraging himſelf with the hope of 
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quate to the toil and fatigue he ſuſtained: The ex- 


not be abſolutely but compatativelg” underſtood; 
for our Lord had not a few diſciples in Gallilee and 
in Juden. It ſtrongly intimates that his work was 
not attended with thoſe extenſive good effects, that 
were ſuited to the dignity of his perſon, to what 
he had reafon to expect from the pains he took to 
convert the Jews, to the miracles he performed, and 
- benefits he conferred upon the nation. Having 
was the promiſed long expected Meſſiah, who was 
able and ready to confer the great ſalvation which 
prophets and righteous men deſired to ſee; he 
ſhould have got the moſt welcome reception, and 
revetſe however was the fact; he was a ſtone of 

ſtumbling; and a rock of offence to both the hou- 
ſes of Ifrael. As a public teacher he was heard with 
admiration ; his miracles were viewed with aſtonifli- 
ment; | notwithſtanding great part of the people 
blinded by ignorance and prejudices perſiſted in un · 
belief; fo that comparatitely ſpeaking and to ex- 
ternal appearance, the glory of Iſrael ſeemed to 


have ſpent his ſtrength for naught, and to have loſt 
during his public miniſtry the reward of his labour. 


And, alas! till there is ground to rene y the com- 
plaint among us in theſe laſt days, that the com- 
paſſionate Redeemer has but fmall retribution made 
to him for the toils and ſufferings he endured. — 
Yet ſurely my judgment, &c. Notwithſtanding the 
_ 27 ds. conſequences of the Meſfiah's 


Miffion. and miniſtry did not OO the 
ence that his la- 


ews; he expreſſes his firm con | 
urs and ſufferings were to be accompanied with 
a certain and glbrious reward. He himſelf was to 


be highly exalted, and a name given him that is 


above every name; all power in heaven and on earth 


was to be committed into his hands, that he might 


* * 


ated by the moſt convincing proofs, that he 


8 


By unn many were 250 
his mediation multitudes which no man can num - 
ber were to be eternally ſaved. According to pro- 
phecy all kings were to fall down before him, and 
all nations were to ſerve him; men were tu be 
bleſſed in him, and to call him bleſſed u. And az 
for his obſtinate incorrigible enemies, righteous 
vengeance ſhall aſſuredly be executed upon them; 
for the kingdoms that will not ſerve him ſhall pe · 
riſh; yea, they ſhall be utterly waſted.” This 2 

rious proſpect animated and ſupported: hirn under 
the — and contempt offered to him and his 
ſalvation. Similar comfortable aſſurance given to 
the faithful ſervants of God, that the Lord is not 
unrighteous to forget their work and labour of love, 
ought to impart conſolation ta their minds, under 
the diſcouragements they meet with, and the little 
ſucceſs that ende thekr: ente in Aue 
eee ee 


. 


| 54 Abd now. nh cher LORD —_ yin 
45 me from the womb to be his ſervant, to 
bring Jacob again to him, Though Ilrael 


be not gathered, yer ſhall 1 be glorious in 


the eyes of the L RD, re God Nane 
my ſtrength. | 2A 


"The Meſſiah Ae his eget wap of . 
taining the ample recompenſe of his miniſtry, for 

ed on his having been appointed .by. Jeborah, to 
the ſervice in which he was engaged.- And now. 
Whereas the unbelief and impenitence of the Jew: 
ich nation, to which I was, primarily. ſent, is ne- 
markably conſpicuous, ſo that from them I receive 
not a ſuitable reward of my labours—The Lord 
faith, &c. who formed me the moſt 5 8 a of 
all the ſons. of men, and 3 me with the beſt 

op and the moſt amiable. e of which human 


| nature 
en 11, 17. 
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nature eld that I might execuir with honour 
and ſucceſs the extraordinary work aſſigned to me 
by the divine counſel: and providence. To be bis 
ſeruant, that I may obey his command, accompliſh 
his benevolent defign, and communicate to men 
the bleſſings of his — ting Rio ain t0 
bim. This great ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls, who 
ſuffered the juſt for the unjuſt, was appointed to re- 
ſtore from their diſperſion, the choſen poſterity of 
that renowned patriarch; hQ had gone aſtray like 
loſt ſheep, and ta bring them into the favour of 
God, by means of his obedience unto death. and 
his goſpel, accompanied with his Spirit. He was ; 
_ deſtined to bring them into the paths of righteouſ- 
_ neſs from which they had-departed;- and to the en- 
joyment of the moſt important benefits promiſetl to 
their fathers. Be ſolicitous, brethren, that you 
may be brought back to God from whom you have 
departed, by the great Mediator; that, being þleſ- 
ſed with his friendſhip, and the fruits of his ving 
kindneſs, you may henceforth live to his praiſe. 
Though Hrael be not gathered, &. The Son: of 
God was inveſted” with the character of | Jehovah's 
ſervant, + that he might gather in the outcaſts of I- 
' racl; that he might gather together in one the 
children of God that were ſcattered abroad *. 
They were diſperſed among the nations of the 
earth, they were far from God, their iniquities 
ving ſeparated between him and them, and 
were at variance among themniſelyes as to their reh- 
gious ſentiments and practices. Such, however, 
was the condeſcending 17 bf the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that he would have gathered them as a hen 
guthereth e ar 6 he 
r the into 8 
— ** gt ply 8 Was the perverſe \ 
odſlinaty of that diſobedient gai ing people, that 
they refaſed ta.comply with 15 ons eſign; they 
would not hearken that their ſouls troght: hve; - — 
| e Tf Þ wou 


"en 52. | 


; ' 


590 ES ON THE . . cu. XIV 


would not come to o him that they might have life: 
Yet fball I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord. Such is 
the dignity of my character, and the importance of 
the office aſſigned to me by Jehovah, that I ſhall 


certainly receive an ample reward, that ſhall. 5 | 


compenſate all the labour to which I ſubmit to 
accompliſh - the work in which I am 


He bah determined” that 1 thall Ears . 


ry of being the Saviour, not u of the Jews, 
but of the Gentiles, and of cond fram-a- 
mong all nations many ſons to glory. It muſt be 

as here affirmed ; for he who. aſſumed: the form 
of a ſervant is the Son of the living God, the ex. 
preſs image of his perion, who in his humbled 


ſtate yielded perfect obedience to his Father's. — 


that he might execute the e of his e 67 
obtain the redemption of his cl Paten. e-. 
ous then muſt he be, "who having vanqui by 
his death all the enemies of his kingdom, was rai. 
ſed from the dead, and ſet down at the right hand 
of the Majeſty on high.—And my God ſhall be my 
tn ye By his mighty power 1 ſhall be preſerved 


and ſuſtained, in performing the whole work that he 
| hath given me to do, notwithſtanding every inter- 
vening obſtacle ; therefore I ſhall not fail ar be 
diſcouraged. The Hebrew word tranſlated ſtrength, 
fignities alſo praiſe or glory; and in this ſenſe the 


expreflion imports, that my God, to whoſe honour 


and glory my ſeryice is devated, ſhall afford me am. 


ple ground to him, on account of the con. 
tinued ſupport 1 enjoy, in the N « & 
the arduous work L have ündertaken. 3 | 


'"*0- And he ſaid; It i is a light . that = | 


mouldſt be my ſervant, to raiſe up the tribes 
l of I 


rael: I will alſo give thee or a light to the 


of Jacob, and to reſtore the pr 


z Gentiles, that $2.4 mayeſt be * Ago 
unte the 1 * me OL 
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The Lord God who formed the Meſſiah deolares, 
that the glory of ſaving the elect among the Jews 
being an inadequate reward for his humiliation and 
_ obedience; he would confer upon him a more glo- 
rious W $6 by giving him to be the light and 
ſalvation of the Gentiles,-—/t it a light thing, &c. 
too trivial an acknowledgment of thy laborious 
ſervices to exalt the cliblren of Jacob from their 
depreſſed apoſtate condition. The poſterity: of that 
Pat W are well known to haye been divided in- 
to twelve families or tribes, according to the num 
ber and names of his twelve ſons; in which: were 
comprehended the choſen: people whom God ſet a+ 
part for himſelf as his peculiar treaſure. To them 
the apoſtle James directed His epiſtle, and for the | 
hope of the promiſe made of God unto their fa+ 
« thers, (ſaid the apoſtle Paul), our twelve tribes in- 
 ſtantly ſerve God day and night *. Theſe the 
Meffiah was to raiſe from a low and fervile condis 
tion to an honourable, comfortable ſtate, wherein 
they were to enjoy true dignity and happineſs— 
He was to reſtore the preſerved, or rather the de- 
ſolations of Iſrael, which were gone into ruin, to re- 
(cue them from the errors and prejudices they had 
imbibed, and the tranſgreſſions into which they 
had fallen; to introduce them inta the glorious li- 
berty of the children of God, and enrich them 
with the moſt precious bleflings. - This was the 
primary deſign of the Meſſiah being ſent into the 
world, the firſt 2 of the great work committed 
into his hand. fave even one {inner from de- 
ſtruction is not a trivial but a moſt momentons buſi- 
nels, much more to reſcue from ꝓerdition thouſands 
of thouſands.” It was, however, comparatively light 
in reſpect of the eohſummate dignity of the Re- = 
deemer's perſon, the infinite love which the — 4 85 5 
God bare to him, and the merit of his perfect obedi- | : 2 
ence. lt is therefore added, | - = 
I will = give 1 a — to the Gentiles. By ; 
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diepravity, impurity, and impoterice ; to ſee; his ex- 
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the Gentiles are intended all the nations of the 
earth beſide the poſterity of Iſrael, who were fit- 
ting in darkneſs, in the region and ſhadow of death, 
deſtitute of the knowledge of God and the way of 
ſalvation. How deplorable their condition! how 
_ aſtoniſhing the mercy of God in giving his own 
Son to be their light—to illuminate them by his 
word and Spirit with divine knowledge and wiſdom ; | 
to open the eyes of their minds to perceive their 


cellence and glory. on whom God hath'laid' our 
help; to er them from the darkneſs of igno- 
rance and fin, into that marvellous, light which 
roceeds from him who imphatically ſays. of him 
| folf J am the light of the world *. T bat thou 
mayęſt be my ſalvation to the end of the earth; The 
ſalvation of God compriſes deliverarice from the 
e evils, with the enjoyment of every bleſſ. 
| ng requiſite to conſummate felicity. - The Meſ- 
was given to be this ſalvation, that he might 
oben it by his blood for people in the moſt remote 1 
regions of the earth, that he might ſend forth his ſer- te 
vants generouſly to offer it to their acceptance, and 
that he might ſend down his Spirit from on high to 
diſpoſe them gratefully to accept of his gracious of- 
fers. Thus he becomes the light, and the ſalvation 
of God to the end of the earth. What gratitude 
and praiſe are due to God from us for theſe ineſtim- 
able benefits. Well doth it become every one who 
participates of their benign influence to adopt the 
triumphant acknowledgment expreſſed by the de- 
vout Pſalmiſt, The Lord is my light and Wy 21 
7 Tong: of whom ſhall I be ad! aa, 


5 7 Thus ſaith" the Lord: the Tuners 

Iſrael, and his Holy One, to him hom man 
deſpi ſeth, to him whom the nation abhor- 
reth, to a ſervant of rulers: kings 1 Fe, 


by. af 


. * John vile 42; + Plat, NAVI, - 
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and ariſe; princes alſo ſhall 3 1 2 
of the LORD, that is faithful, and the Holy 
One of Hrael, and he ſhall chooſe the. 


Theſe words, ſuggeſted to Ifaiah by the Holy 91 
rit, are addreſſed by Jehovah to the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt and his body the church, who are comforted 


under the contempt and affliction they ſuſtained, 
with the aſſurance of future proſperity and glory. 
The character of Redeemer, which Jehova appro- 
priates to himſelf is highly ſuitable to the ſubject 
which is here introduced. This diſcourſe is direc- 

ted to him whom man deſpiſeth. This deſignation 
which peculiarly belongs to Jeſus Chriſt the Light 
and the Saviour both of Jews and Gentiles, is alſo 


applicable to his church, compoſed of thoſe who, 
' like their divine Maſter, are reproached and con- 
temned by the world, We ſuppoſe, then, that the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt the head, not excluding the 


church, which is his body, are both compriſed 
in the deſcription before us. There is a rule a in 
terpreting ſcripture, which ought to be attended 
to in explaining the paſſage under conſideration, 


that may be of 2 uſe in underſtanding the 


Pſalms, and of reſolving ſome difficulties, . whey 
expoſitors have been perplexed. The axiom is 
this, That Jeſus Chriſt and his church are 5 7760 
ly mentioned as one perſon, certain things 

attributed to him that properly belong to thn, * 
other things are aſcribed to them which chiefly re- 
fer to him, whilſt there are ſome things that are ap- 
plicable to both. According to chis maxim, I. ex- 
plain what is here ſaid, as relating chiefly to Jeſus 
Chriſt who, in his exterior appearance, had no Beau- 


ty wherefore he ſhould be deſired, who lived in 


mean circumſtances, deſtitute of worldly pomp and 
ſplendor, often aſſociating with the common peo- 
ple. His doctrine that required internal as well as 
external ſanQity, was diametrically oppoſite to the 


a and vices of MT, and | mn out 


be 
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the neceſſity of an entire change of tem — 4 and 
practice, and of the righteouſneſs that is 
faith. The natural man that receiveth not 8 
things of the Spirit of God, and particularly the 
earnal Jews, ſaw no form or comelineſs in him; but 
full of malice and prejudices they contemn ang 
rejected him. They expected the Meſſiah 
have appeared as a mighty Prince and Conqueror, 
and as he did not gratify their deſires they proudly 
deſpiſed him. Only a few, ſenſible of che ſpiritual 
indigence who were taught of God, unfeigpedly 
embraced him and his ſalvation whilt the bulk of 
the people treated him with the greateſt indignity, 
and delivered him to the Roman governor. to be 
crueified.— The words recorded by our Prophet 
may likewiſe refer to the church of . Chriſt, 
which hath often been treated with ſimilar conta- | 
mely and deſpite. - Though conſtituted of thoſe 
who are holy, unblameable, and uſeful ; in the world 
—of the excellent ones of the earth, they are a . - 
that -have been everywhere ſpoken 
have been ſcourged, bound, 1 im ee n hy put to 
death with the moſt excruciating 2 —7 3 
ſervant of rulers, a character that well agrees to Jſe- 
ſus Chriſt, who, though the Prince of the kings of 
the earth, ſubjected Fumelk to the rulers of the 
Jewiſh nation, paying tribute to the government 
when it was demanded *. He alſo ſubmitted to 
the authority of the Roman governor, who could 
have had no power at all over him, unleſs. it had 
been given him from above . Beſides, the ſervice 
that he performed was intended for the beneſit of 
thoſe who preſide over men, that are ſo wiſe as a- 
riſe and worſhip him. This fubjection, however, 
was limited to certain circumſtances; for when the 
glory of God and the exerciſe of his office required, 
he demonſtrated his power and authority, and 
thewed, that he was Lord of the Sabbath; that be 
N over all elements, . Fouls 3 control every 
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adverſe power. Similar to this hath oſten been 
the ſtate of the church, who, for conſcience fake, 
hath always been ſubject to the powers that ate ors 
dained of God, and hath yielded eſſential ſervice 
. tenden and rulers e eee, thi 
Kart F ˖ 5 14 3 
To him tubom the pin Wan The oben 
chiefly intended was that of the Jews, by whom ſe- 
ſus Chriſt was älledged to have been in compact 
with Beelzebub tlie pee of the devils, to have 
been poſſeſſed with a devil, to have been 4 glutton, 
a winebiber, a friend of publicans and fingers, 4 
falſe prophet, 4 blaſphemer;' a ſeditious perfon. In 
few words, they held him as deteſtible and execra- 
ble, deſerving the death of the croſs to which he 
was conſigned. And as for thoſe who believed on 


him, they were deteſted of all men, they were held 


as the dregs of the people, the filth and the" off- 
ſcouring of all things, inſomuch that thoſe who kill- 
ed them thought that they did God ſervice. lt 
hath been ſaid, that if virtue appeared in a human 
form, it would have been eſteemed and worſhipped. 
The truth is, perfect goodneſs, God himſelf appear- 
ed in the likeneſs of man, to accompliſh the moſt 
benevolent purpoſes; and in that nm he was re. 
jected, deſpiſed, crucified, and lain. - 
King, ſhall fee and ariſe.” The Wan the 
princes, and great men of the earth, ſhall: contem- 
plate with enlightened underſtandings the conſum- 
mate excellence and glory of the Meſliah's-perſon, 
the truth and importance of his doctrine, the mag- 
nitude and worth of the ſalvation he hath ohtained 
for mankind ; they ſhall cordiallʒj embrace the gol- 
pel, and thankfully receive the good tidings it con- 
tains.” - In* conſequence” whereof, they ſhall are 


and worſbip. The expreſſion hath an obvious re- 


ference to the well known cuſtom of perſons, wo 
teſtify their reſpect and honour for their ſuperiors, 
whom they highly eſteem; by ariſing in their pre- 


ſence 82 EE: 8 ** n. * words ä 


ly intimate, the profound reverence and high ho-. 
nour which the illuſtrious characters here mention. 
ed were to manifeſt to the great Mediator, and bx 
him through the Spirit to the God and Father of 
all. This is an event which, to human view, may 
ſeem rather to be wiſhed than expected. That the 
monarchs and princes of this earth who delight in 
worldly ſplendor and glory, and are elated with 
their eminent ſtation and extenſive dominion, ſhould 
receive the doctrine of a crucified Saviour, adverſe 
to carnal defires, and contemptible in the-view of 
thoſe who are wiſe in their own eyes-—that they 
ſhould; humbly / proſtrate themſelves before him, 
ſubje& themſelyes to his goſpel, and enter jato com- 
munion with his church, ig truly ſurpriſing. But 
however paradoxical it may appear, the world hath 
| ſeen many inſtances of the truth of this prediction, 
which ſhall be more fully verified when all the 
kingdoms of this earth ſhall become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Chriſt.—Haſten, bleſſed 
God, the happy time when, according to thy word *, - 
the Gentiles ſhall ſee thy righteouſneis, and all 
kings d err. r 
Becauſe of the Lord that is faithful, &. The ay 
bove aſſurance reſpecting the proſperity of the king. 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt, is eſtabliſhed on the-unchange. . 
able veracity and fidelity of Jehovah, and on his 
untainted purity and perfect rectitude, who is fanc-” 
tified by his people, and who ſanctifies them. On 
this ſure ground of confident expectation doth the 
Meſſiah and his church build their conſolation, un- 
der the reproaches and afflictions to which they are 
now expoſed. That nothing may be wanting to 
confirm this pleaſing hope, it is added, And be ſball 
chooſe thee, or, as the Hebrew words may be tranſ- 
lated, For he hath choſen thee, and ſet thee apart 
to accompliſh the moſt glorious purpoſes.— In all 
your diſquietudes and fears, endeavour to give to 
| God the glory of his faithfulneſs and hplineſs, by 
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placing unſiſpeRing confidence in the veracity of 
fn whic ow — rallied in eg 


8 Thus Kath the LORD, i an i drip | 
time have T heard thee, and in a day of fal- 
vation have T PEP thee: and I will pre- 


ſerve thee, and give. thee for a covenant of | 
the. people, 55 bliſh the earth, to * 
to inherit the deſolate heritages. *. n 


ee 
what Jehovah had done, and would farther do for 
promoting the ſucceſs of the goſpel in the conver- 
ſion of the Gentiles, and for collecting them into 
the church of God. The declaration is introduced 
with our Prophet's accuſtomed ſolemnity, who of- 
ten preſixes the name of Jehovah, to the predic- 
tions of peculiar excellence and importance which 
he was entruſted to deliver. The ſubject to whom the 
aſſurance is given, is ſuppoſed to be in an afflicted 
ſtate, to the hatred and envy, the reproach 
and perlecution of malicious adverſaries.— The ſea- 
ſon of the divine interpoſition, is ſpecified to have 
an accepted time and day 'of ſalvation. The 
memorable period wherein Saf God ws was 
nifeſted in the fleſh; to teſtify; good will toward 
men, . to proclaim peace on earth, to offer himſelf 
a ſacrifice well-pleaſing unto. the Lord, to put an 
end to fin, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs;-wherein a plentiful effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt 
was given from on: high. That was a choſen time 
indeed for advancing the kingdom of God, It was 
a day of falvation es the redemption of the 
church was accompliſned by the death — the Son 
of God, wherein God — well pleaſed for his 
righteouſneſs ſake, the Spirit was poured out abun- 
dantly, and happy reludes were enjoyed that the 


en bat the L | was to de an: to the * a 
| 0 
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of the earth.—In this nmr _ bauer 
declares to the Meſſiah, 
| I have heard thee, Sec. } This comfortable truth | 
was acknowledged by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf at the 
grave of Lazarus. Father, ſaid he, I thank thee 
that thou haſt heard me, and I knew that 2 
« heareſt me always *.“ The Lord alwa 
him his heart's deſire, and did not withhol Frm 
him the fequeſt of his lips +5 He e him 
his deſires both for himſelf and his church; for in 
the days of his fleſh, when he had offered up pray. 
* ers and ſupplications, with ſtrong crying and tears 
* unto him that was able to ſave him from death, 
© he was heard in that he feared .I have helged 
| thee. Had he not been ſupported. by the arm of 
i wow es ra0 he could not have oppoſed the pow: 
arkneſs; he could not have vanquiſhed his 
cov and his people's enemies; he could not have 
endured the curſe of the law, nor obtained the ſal 
vation of the church. The Lord God therefore a 
ſiſted him as he promiſed, to perform the whole 
work of Mediator, to ſurmount every obſtacle that 
lay in his way, and to ſuſtain all the ſufferings towhich 
he was appointed. And I will 'preſerve'thee. © This 
promiſe was accompliſhed to the Meſſiah, and is 
fulfilled to his body the church in every Du- 
ring the time that Jeſus Chriſt tabernacled umong 
men, he was the peculiar object of the divine care 
and protection. In infancy he was reſcued from 
the cruel deſign of Herod, who ſought to take a. 
way his life. The Almighty gave his angels charge 
concerning him, to keep him in all his ways. When 
the Jews lought to ſlay him; ſo powerfully: were 
they reſtrained by Divine' providence that no man 
laid hands on him. Thoſe who are acquainted with 
the goſpel hiſtory,” may recollect many remarkable 
inſtances of Ws truth before us, which: £ any not * 
reite. * 
; Agrecable to the rule of interpretation, Tmen⸗ 
9:47 39 _ 
* John xi. 41, = 11 Pfalm xxi. 2. t Heb. v. 7 
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tioned when ex explaining the preceding verſe what i is 
ſaid in relation to aus riſt, is in ſome meaſure ap- 
plicable to his hos the-church. On this principle 
the apoſtle, Paul writing to the faints at Corinth, 
applies to them the words of our Prophet, We 
then (ſaith he) as workers together with him; 
namely, with Jeſus Chrift of whom he was ſpeak- 
ing; beſeech you alſo that ye receive not the grace 
of God in vain. For he ſaith, I have heard thee 
in a time accepted, and in the day of ſalvation 
_ * have I ſuccoured thee: behold now is the accept- 
_ © ed time, behold now is the diy of ſalvation “. 
The words, of our Prophet are introduced as a 
powerful argument, to. enforce the exhortation to 
which they are ſubjoined. Since God, my bre- 
thren, hath favoured us as he did the church at 
Corinth, with an accepted time, a ſeaſon of unme- 
rited rich grace, a day of ſalvation wherein he is 
diſpenſing the moſt precious bleſſings; ; let us be- 
ware leſt we receive this grace in vain. Now 
the Lord God declares, I have heard, or I will hear 
thee. Hath not he heard the voice of thy ſuppli- 
cation when thou criedſt unto him, and in his faith- 
fulneſz anſwered thee? And in time of danger and 
he will hear thy earneſt requeſts, and grant 
thee ſupport and deliverance.—I have helped, and 
will help thee, to improve benefits and opportuni- 
ties, to reſiſt .temptations,; to bear afflictions, to 
perform fervices, and to walk in the paths of righ-⸗ 
teouſneſs; ſo that you ſhall have reaſon to ſay, 
6, hap y is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
e hope is in the Lord his God t. I will pre- 
2 thee from all evil, amidſt enemies, ſnares, at 
perils, and keep thee in perfect ſafety. I will pre- 
ſerve thy goings out and. comings in, from hente- 
forth, even for evermore.— In this manner have 
theſe promiſes which were accompliſhed to the Mel- 
ſiah been fulfilled to his myſtical body the church, 
in every age. Piligent n. improve then the preci- 
, 468 ous 
2 Cor. vi. 1, 2. . Fü cali. 5. | | 


dus ſeaſon, the time of merciful viſitation mh Now 
enjoy. The darkneſs of night is paſt, the 'ſhadbws 
of Judaiſm are gone, the miſt of ſuperſtition is diſ- 
e the ſun ef righteouſneſs hath ariſen,'the true 
ight now ſſineth, the day of falvation' is far ſpent, 
and may cloſe ſooner than ſome of you are awate : 
Work out then your ſalvation with fear and trem 
« bling, for it is God that worketh in vu both to 
„will and to do of his good pleaſure .“ 
And giue thee far | 42 eee of the' people, + Out | 
| Prophet, after having mentioned ſome things com- 
mon to the head and body of the church, proceeds 
to ſpecify other particulars peculiar to the Meſſiah. 
To the foregoing aſſurances are ſubjoined the glori- 
ous purpoſes to be effected by their accompliſhment. 
T will give thee in the moſt Hberal and gracious 
manner, that thou mayeſt 'open a friendly inter- 
eourſe between heaven and earth, that by the ſuf- 
fering of death thou mayeſt ratify and confirm my 
promiſes, become Surety. for the diſeharge of the 
debts contracted by my choſen people, and for 
their performance of the duties of obedience. The 
Meſſiah juſtly deſerves this deſignation, inafmuch. 
as he is the Mediator of the covenant," tlir N 
whom it is eſtabliſned, the meſſenger by whom it 
was publiſhed, the conveyer; and tlie ſum of all the 
bleſſings it contains. To ęſtabliſb the earth, Ste. 
This expreſſtion ſeems to allude to the deſolate ſtate 
of kingdoms and cities laid waſte by the cntamities 
of war, which after peuce is re- eſtabliſhed are 'refto- 
red to a flouriſhing prof; _ —_— A ſimilar 
happy change is foretold 'to be effected by Jeſus 
Chritt, Who was ſupported and preſerved by divine 
power. The earth and the "deſolate heritages de- 
note thoſe nations which for long time had not 
brought forth any good ſpiritual fruits acceptable 
to God, and profitable to themſelves, and which 
were in a forlorn deplorable ſtate when the founda- 


tions of the church were laid by the Metin.” Ha- 
ving 
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ving yever been cultivated by the ſervants-of God. 
illuminated by the Sun of righteouſneſs, ſown. with 
the precious ſeed of the word of God, nor watered 
vy the dew of heaven, they reſembled a vaſt bar- 
ren deſart. Their minds: were enveloped in igno- 
rance, occupied by falle prejudices, vain imagina- 
tions, and the ſeeds of all manner of vice, which 
required much labour, accompanied with the di- 
vine bleſſing, to eradicate them. This earth, theſe 
deſolate heritages, the Meſſiah was to raiſe from 
their low unproſitable condition; and having con- 


verted them from error and tranigreſlion, he was to 


eſtabliſn among them order and diſcipline, and to 
render them by the miniſtry of his ſeryants comely 
and fruitful. He was to cauſe his people, the heirs 
of ſalvation, to inherit thoſe places, that, as the royal 
Prophet foretold. they might dwell there, and have 
them in poſſeſſion. The ſeed alſo of his ſervants 


ſhall inherit them, and they that love his name 
ſhall dwell therein *. In conſequence whereof, 


the corruptians, prejudices, and vicious practices 
that had prevailed were in a el meaſure to be 
exterminated, the ſeeds. of holineſs and righteouſ- 
neſs being ſown and cheriſhed by divine influences, 
were to bring forth fruit unto life everlaſting.— 
What gratitude and praiſe are due to the Lord God. 
who freely gave his own Son to aceompliſh this 
bleſſed pyrpole—and to Jeſus Chriſt, who hath ful- 
filled this prediction by his apoſtles and miniſters, 
who being members of his body the church, are 
here ſpoken of as one perſon oſs Wl by wing 
nw: were. employed. 641 t n en $5 
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9 That thou TER. 5 — to the — ſoners, 
80 forthʒ to them that are in darkneſs; She 
yourſelves. They ſhall feed in the 3 
their paſtures Kall be 1 in all high ares 


The, appointed. means are are ſpecified whey 
* Pla, ax. an o eld... 3 
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the important end juſt mentioned was to be effect 3 
ed.— The people to whom this call to liberty and 
light was to be directed, are priſoners, and them 
that fit in darkneſs. The deſcription may comprize 
both Jews and Gentiles, to whom it well agrees in 
the figurative ſenſe of the words, The Jews. eſpe-= 

_ cially were ſo confined by the law of Moſes, that 
they could not move or act beyond the narrow li- 
mits that it preſcribed. Such a heavy yoke was 
thereby impoſed upon them, that neither they nor 

their fathers were able to bear it, Beſides, they 
were held faſt by the cords of their iniquities, ang 
detained in the fetters of corruption from the en- | 
joyment of true liberty, —The Gentiles were fitting 
in darkneſs, ſhut up in unbelief, blinded by 1gno- 
rance, prejudice, and corrupt affections, deſtitute 
of the light of divine knowledge, ſo that they did 
not perceive the molt glorious and important ob- 
jets. To the former the command was to be given, 
Go forth from your confinement, that being ſet fre 
from ſin, and delivered from the curſe of the law, 
you may enjoy the glorious liberty of the children 
YÞ of God, and participate of all the immunities which 
| | the Mefliah confers on his peculiar people. As this 
5 charge proceeds from the higheſt authority, it de- 
mands prompt and chearful obedience. To the 
latter the order is directed, Shezw your/elves. Come 
to the light, that your deeds may be made manifeſt. 
that they are, wrought in God, that you may ſee” 
yourſelves, and be ſeen by others, in your true cha. 
racer; and that henceforth you may walk as chil. 
dren of the light, who pofleſs divine knowledge, 
true holineſs, and abundant conſolation. : Hearken 
to the gracious invitation which requires you to ex- 
change darkneſs for light, the ſhadow of death for 
the land of the living, the. way to deſtruction for 

the path of life. — * 

1. hey [hall feed in the Ways, &c. The eloquence 
of our Prophet acting under the direction of the 
Holy an is RE admirable. Having repreſented 

Ss Jewn 


in barren unfrequented countries in which there 
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Jews and nene — in priſon. and m dark⸗ 
neſs, from whence they. were — be 71 by the 
miniſtry of the goſpel, he now ſpeaks of the church 
collected from among the kingdams of the earth, 
under the well known emblem of a flock — — 
commodious paſtures, under the care of the 
ſhepherd. The people that are the ſubjects o 
prediction are thoſe who having been delivered 1 
the bondage of corruption, and the power of dark - 
neſs, are united together by the Spirit in one ſotie- 
oe under the onda of. Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
herd of the ſheep, 45 feeds them by means 
of fi word, and the ordinances of the goſpel. Of 
ke: flock it is ſaid, they ſhall feed in the ways; not 


are no public roads, ſuch as the deferts of Arabia 
but in places where are patent high ways, occupied 
by numbers of paſſengers, —#nd their paſtures ſhall 
be in all high places; in fruitful hills and mountains, 
well ſfieltered by trees, and well watered by ſprings 

and ſtreams of water. Under this well known ſym- 
bol the church of Jeſus Chriſt js foretold to be col- 
lected by him, from obſcure remote places of the 
earth, called deſolate heritages: in parabolie lan- 
guage, from high ways and hedges, that they may 
poſſeſs the richeſt and moſt populous countries in 
the world, where they were to feed with fafety ant 
pleaſure on the ſpiritual proviſion made for them. 
Thus it came to paſs in the early period of Chrifti- 
anity, as we learn from the Acts of the Apoſtles. 
The faithful diſciples of the Son of God were ga- 
thered together in Antioch, Alexandria, Rome, Co- 
rinth, Epheſus, Theflalonica, and many othet places 
of great eminence, where by ſound doQtrine they 
were nouriſhed up unto eternal life. Let us be ſo- 
licitous to _ ſpiritual paſture and refreſhment "to 
our ſouls, the various ways wherein Jeſus 
Chriſt 1s "leaſed to conduct us, in the ways of his 


* his 
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0 They ſhall not > nor Shir nei- 
ther ſhall the heat nor ſun ſmite them: for 
he that hath. 1 mercy on them ſhall tead' them, 

even by the ee 0 water e he W 
them. 
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dance of ſpiritual. proviſion, with which they ſhall 
de ſatisfied and delighted. Hunger and thirlt, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, is, 15 appetite for food and drink 
that are neceſſary to {upp ply 0 the wants, and to re- 
eruit the decays of natural life. Theſe uneaſy ſen- 
fations, which ariſe from a preſent Seen of 
the means requiſite to allay them, are ſome 
mentioned in ſcripture, to repreſent, the Fern ble 
ſtate of people who are deſtitute of what they moſt 
earneſtly deſire, and of what. is eſſential to 3 
comfort. In their ſpiritual ſenſe, they. den the 
intenſe deſires of the ſoul for the means 9 f falva- 
tion, communian with God, his kingdom, and righ- 
teouſnels, with all the fruits of the divine favour, 
which are well known to Chriſtians by experience. 

In this view, the prediction imports that the | 
church collected from among Jews and Gentiles, 
were not to ſuffer from the want of any thing ne- 
ceſſary to their ſupport and conſolation that God 
would ſo take care of them by his providence, aud 
afford them neceflary ſupplies of what they needed, 

That they ſhould not lack any good thing, 5 have 
all their wants ſupplied from his riches in glory by 
Chriſt Jeſus. Havin brought forth his peculiar 
people from ſpiritual bondage into the wilderneſs 
of the Gentiles, he gave them from heaven 5 the true 
bread, he faltained th hem by means of the grace 

that is in Chriſt Jeſus; he gave them alſo the wa- 
ter of life, the word of truth, and the gifts Sp the 
x 5 pirit. 


Spitit. which flow from the Rock of b that 
was ſtricken and ſmitten of God. In this manner 
thoſe who are made kings and prieſts unto God, and 

ſerve him in his temple; are nouriſhed and comfort- 5 

ed according tothe prophecies delivered under the 
Old Teſtament, where it is foretold, the meek ſhall 

_eatianfl. be ſatisfied * „And I will ſatiate the 

<Jout of the prieſts with fatneſs and my people 

fall be fatisfied with my gbodneſs, ſaith the 
Lord f. And in the words of our Prophet, hey 

ſhall not hunger nor thinſt.— This prediction, which 
was in ſome meaſure fulfilled in the early: period 
of the Chriſtian church, ſhall hereafter be fully ac 
eompliſhed, when, according to the apoſtle John, 
they that are arrayed in white robes ſhall hunger 
no more, neither thirſt any more . They ſhall 

be free from all uneaſy deſires of things earthly. and 
ſenſual; and they thall enjoy pleaſing ſatisfaction 
in abundance'of ſpiritual . and the conſo- 

lations they afford. 

Neither ſhall the heat nor fun ſmite them. The 
ſcorching heat of the ſun about noon in warm. ch- 
mates, is very diſtreſſing to travellers, and uneaſy 
even to the cattle paſturing in the fields; and there- 
fore ſhepherds led their flocks to reſt at mid-day 
near'fprings or ſtreams of water, under the ſhadow 
of trees, or rocks, until the heat abated. In allu- 
nion to this well known practice, the promiſe under 
conſideration is made to the church, in which they 
are aſſured that at the time referred to, they ſhall 
be protected from the conſuming heat of affliction. 
and:perſecution, from diſtreſſing apprehenſionꝭ of 
the divine diſpleaſure; and fiery trials that the Lord 

God ſhall mercifully ſcreen them from impending 
dangers and calamities, and grant them to relt ſe.. 
curely in the comfortable enjoyment of the -privi- 
leges they enjoy. The ſun ſhall not ſmite then 
by day, 1 nor the moon by 1 58 8. Neither owe 

„(„ 
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tical nor eccleſiaſtical power ſhall be pertaiethit ef. 
ſentially to injure them. For wiſe reaſons God may 
fuffer them to feel the burning heat of affliction, but 
it ſhall not ſmite or deſtroy them. Like a furnace 
It ſhall ſerve to refine them from corruption; {like 
a fan it ſhall ſeparate them from the chaff; as a 
medicine it ſhall cure them of their fatal diſtempers, 
and purge them that they may bring forth more 
fruit unto God. Do you aſk where and when hath 
this prediction been-verified to the church, which 


1 7 been often affſicted and perſecuted? 1 reply, 


That this promiſe ſeems eſpecially to refer to the 
period wherein the people of God being delivered 
om diſtreſs, kings ſhall ſee, and ariſe, and bow 
down to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In ſome meaſure 
it hath already been accomplithed, and ſhall receive 
its completion in the expected glorious ſtate of the 
church before the ae of all things. — 
During our journey through this world, may the 


Lord God be our defence from the ſultry beams of 


proſperity, and the conſuming heat of perfecution;— 


For be that hath mercy on them, &c. He who when 
they were in a forlorn miſerable and helpleſs ſtate, - 


extended his compaſſion to them, forgave them all 


treſpaſſes, admitted them into favour, and formed 


them to ſhew forth his praiſes—He: who 1 15-empha- 


tically denominated the Father of mercies, the God 
of all conſolation ; who comforteth his people i in all 


their afflictions, who ſupplies their . neceſſities, and 
: preſerves them from calamities He ſhall lead them 


and afford them ſuch good conduct as the cloud 
gave to the Iſraelites, and be to them what the 


guide is to the wandering traveller. He gives them 
good counſel by his word, he points out the courſe 


they ought to take, arid effectually diſpoſes them to 


follow his direction. Even by. the ſprings of water 
Hall be guide them. The reviving truths, and infti- 


tuted ordinances of the goſpel, which impart fe- 


freſhment and conſolation to the people of 


are, I ſuppole, here intended. Like OT of wa- 
der 


„ Da 7 6. 


Jeſus Chriſt, whereby he ſhews that he is the 
ſhepherd, who not only delivers his people 
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ter they ate permanent. ſources from. whence are 
EY to the flock of Jeſus Chriſt, the moſt ſea- 


ſonable relief and comfort, whereby the minds of his 


followers are revived and ſolaced. In conſequence 
of drinking the water that he gives. them, they 
ſhall neyer thirſt after thoſe criminal enjoyments, 
for which they have loſt all reliſh. The water, ſaith 
Jeſus Chriſt, that I ſhall give him, ſpeaking of the 
irit which they that — on him ſhould re- 
gceive, ſhall be in him a well of water ſpringing up 
into eyerlaſting life l. They ſhall be Ray 
* with conſtant. ſupplies of his grace and 
acco _ to the prediction of the apoſtle 
Jahn, — ev. Vii. 17. For the Lamb which 
; is in the midſt of the 3 ſhall' lead them 
unto living fountains of waters, t. Be ſolicit» 
ous to improve this inſtance of the paſtoral care of 


= 


whatever might eſſentially hurt them, but ſupplies 
them, with his word and ordinances, wheteby their 
faith, m. . comfort i is CEN 14 pro- 


| moted 


11 And L will make all my mountains 


Way, an and my high-ways ſhall be exalted. 


' Every obſtacle was to be ator by: divine tans 
vidence that might have impeded the increaſe of 
the church of God by the acceſſion of the Gentiles. 


Ahe predidions contained in this and the verſe 
that immediately follows, may in their literal ſenſe 


refer to the return of the Jews from captivity at Ba- 
bylon to their own land. That they might not be 
diſcouraged by the difficulties of the journey, God 
was to open a paſſage for them over thoſe mouii- 


tains that were ſituated between Babylon and Jus 
 deaz; which he himſelf had formed and eſtabliſhed, 
N eee W 
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midable appearance to travellers. In their fi 
tive ſenſe, the words relate to the church of C 
compoſed of thoſe who believe in him and inp his 
word, whether Jews or Gentiles. At the time 
wherein God was, to call the heathen nations into 
the communion of the church, thoſe kingdoms of 
the world, which in prophetic language are called 
mountains, that feemed to obſtruct the progreſs and 
ſpread of the goſpel, were to be overthrown or re- 
| duced fo ſuch a ſtate, that people dwelling im the 
moſt flouriſhing cultivated countries of the earth, 
might be admitted into the church, and the word 
of God might be diſſeminated with the greateſt ad- 
vantage. Theſe events could hardly have been ex- 
pected, had theſe empires remained in their former 
ſtate. The kingdoms therefore and capital cities 
which were addicted to idolatry, ſuperſtition, and 
wickedneſs, and adverſe to the church of Jeſus Chriſt, 
were to be ſubjected to his government; that the 
converſion of the Gentiles might be rendered more 
practicable and eaſy, In this manner many ancient 
prophecies were to be accompliſhed, ſuch. as the 
following—* The mountains ſhall bring peace to 
the people, and the little hills by righteouſneſs &. 
And my high ways ſhall. be exalted." The high 
ways of chovah rap denote the important doc- 
trines and precepts of his holy word, which mark 
out the way whereby the faith and practice of the 
church is to be regulated, that they may walk ſo as 
to pleaſe God. Not only was every thing to be re. 


moved that might hinder the advancement of the 


goſpel and kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, but the truths 
and ways of God were to be vindicated, clearly 
pointed out, and laid open to the view of all; as 


the only true approved way of life and ſalvation. 


Theſe high ways of truth and holineſs were to be 
exalted, and raiſed to great eminence in the view 
of mankind by the public protection that was to be 
Ser them; ; in conſequence whereof, people 
4 1 + Mt 
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might walk in them without fear or noleſtation. 
Theſe predictions have been amply. verified. The 
faith and practice of the church: hath been clearly a 
ſet forth by Jeſus Chriſt: and his apoſtles in their 

diſcourſes and writings, which have been explained, 


illuſtrated, and defended by writers of the greateſt 


abilities; ſo that the ways of God have been exalt- 
ed, and rendered highly conſpieuous to the public 
view. In theſe ways let us endeavour to walk with 
increaſing alacrity; then ſhall we be ſafe and free 
from fear of evil; we ſhall find them ſtrength to 
the upright, and eee that: e are an 95 
diene 


12 Behold, theſe wall Cottie: Iv: far: : 
and, lo, theſe from the north, and from the 
welt] 4 and theſe from the land of Sinim. | 


FO conſequence: of the fulfilment of the! pieced. * 
ing predictions, the Gentiles were to feſort in great 
numbers from all the quarters of tlie earth into the 
ehurch of Jeſus Chriſt, This very pleaſing fight 
the ſervants of God are invited to dehold Con- 
template with attention, wonder, and joy, the ad- 
mirable effects that ſhall reſult from the 9 
ment of what hath juſt been foretold. ole Who 
were priſoners and ſitting in darkneſs, come 
into the communion of the church from tlie diſtant 
eaſtern kingdoms of Perſia, Aſſyria, Chaldea, and the 


_ eountries ſituated to the Ch of the land of Ju- 


dea.— And, Io, theſe from the north, from the leſſer 
Aſia, Europe, and Tartary— And from the weſt, 
from Greece, Italy, and Spain And theſe from'\the 

land. of Sinim... Sin or Sinim was the name of a 
ſtrong city in the land of Egypt; and may here be 
intended to ſignify Egypt, Sbebs, - and Arabia, 
Which lay to the ſouthward of Canaan. This pre- 
diction is illuſtrated by jeſus Chriſt, in Weh re- 
markable words ER Matth. viii. 11. Many 

s * thall come from 78 * and welt, . 
| -...* dow 
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down with hated Iſaac, and 418 in the l 
dom of heaven.“ People of all nations ſhall come from 


every quarter to participate with the renowned patri- 
archs of ancient times, in the precious bleſſings to be, 
enjoyed by the ſubjects of the Prince of the 
of the earth. The "Chriſtian church, the redeemed 
of the Lord, ſhall be gathered out of all lands, to 
enjoy the great ſubſtantial benefits to which the 
forefathers of the Jewiſh people looked forward thra* 

the types and promiſes that were given them. -in 


this proſpect, let us celebrate the rich mercy and 


grace whereby ſinners of the Gentiles are brought 
into the church of God, and admitted into commu- 
nion with him and his upright ſervants. From the 
partial accompliſhment of predictions and promiſes, - 
which bath already taken place; from the glorious 


fucceſs which in times paſt hath attended the oſs 


pel of our Lord and Saviour; from his infinite com- . 
paſſion, his omnipotence, and invialable faitbful- . 
nets ; let us be encouraged to hope, that ſtreams of 
mercy and grace ſhall flow from the fountain of life. 
in every direction, to all the nations of the earth. 
May Almighty God, grant his benediction to the 
appointed means employed by his eee, * hae 
mote this valuable purpoſe. - 


134 Sing, Q heavens; and b. el. 0 


earth; and break forth into ſinging, O 9 S - 


tains; for the LORD hath comforted his 
people, and wall have money uren his af 


flicted. 


The heavens, the earth, and the 9 are 
ealled upon to expreſs gratitude and praiſe, for the 


ineſtimable benefits conferred upon the church of 


Jeſus Chriſt. Tranſported with a view of theſo 
grand events that are the ſubject of this prophecy; 
Haiah exults in triumphant firaing, (inviting the 
whole creation to break forth into finging, to cele- 


brate the glories of * and to join in a 
chorus 
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chorus of thankſgiving to him who ſaves and com. 
forts his people. New mercies and wondery, de. 
mand new ſongs of praiſe. Though I have had re- 
peated Leeren. of FEARS ns calls to 
adoring” gratitude, I am not diſpoſed to paſs over 
this demand in ſilence, which is Marne, to the 
heavens, the earth, and the mountains. Theſe ex- 
proſſioms may be conſidered as comprebending uni- 
vorſal nature, with all the conſtituent parts Where- 
of it is compoſed. Viewing them in this light, they 
forcibly intimate, that were the ſup, the maon, 
the ſtars, and the clouds, poſſeſſed of reaſon, un- 
derftanding, and ſenſibility ; that were the earth and 
the mountains, with the ſeveral parts of which thia 
globe is compoſed,” capable of perceiving. the ex- 
cellence of the benefits which were to be conferred 
on the church, they would exult and triumph in the 
author of all felicity. Or the words may be un- 
derſtood, as addreſſed to the rational inhabitants 
that reſide in the regions of the univerſe, which are 
here ſpeciſied, namely, to angels and celeſtial in- 
telligences, and to people of every deſcription, that 
dwell on the face of the whole earth. In either 
ſenſa, they ſerve to ſhew the yaſt amplitude and 
meſtimable worth of thoſe benefits which afford a- 
bundant ground of univerſal joy and gladneſs, 8 
great is the benevolence and kindneſs of Jehovah ta 
his church, that all his creatures, animate and ina. 
nimate, intelligent and irrational, ſhould all unite, 

were they. capable, in magnifying his wonderful 
grace, and in making a joyful noiſe to the rock ok 


ſalvation.— The reaſons of this gratulation are ſub- 
joined. 8333 2 „„ $1 | 


For the Lord haih | 
jects of his tender compaſſion are his people, his 
_ afflicted, that he hath choſen from among Jews and 
Gentiles for his peculiar treaſure who ſhare in his 
redemption ho participate of his Spirit Who are 
bleſſed with the fruits of his loving - kindneſs and 
walk in his law. His afflifted, who are n i 

n 5 wit 


comforted. bis people. The ob- 
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with outward and inward troubles of various kinds; 
which, though grievous for the preſent, yet through 


the divine operation and bleſſing, prove ſubſervient 


for advancing their beſt intereſts. The Hebrew 


Word tranſlated afflited; ſignifies alſo poor—thoſe: 


who are poor in ſpirit, who think ſoberly of them- 


felves, who preſume not to depend on their o.n 
merits and abilities, but in the righteouſneſs and 


grace of Chriſt, who hunger and thirſt after righte- 


ouſneſs, and wait for the conſolation of IIrael. 


Beſides, many of them are in mean” afflicted cir- 


cumſtances in this world. People of theſe deſcrip- 


tions God is pleaſed to comfort. Under the for- 
mer diſpenſation they were folaced with the hope 
of the great Meſſiah, the author of redemption, 


righteouſneſs, liberty, and conſolation; who was to 
give ſatisfying proofs of the divme favour and pre- 


fence, and the expectation of eternal glory. By 
him the Gentiles were to be delivered from the 
darkneſs in which for ages they had been involved, 


they were to be brought to the knowledge of tal. 


vation by the remiſſion of fins, and to obtain mhe- 
ritance among them that are fanctiſied. The Lord 
will comfort them under their fears and trials, by the 
diſpenſation of his providence, by the truths, the 


promiſes, the precepts of his word, by the teſtimo- 


nies of his tender affection, and by the:communi- 


cations of his Spirit. He will baut merey upon his 


anflicted, by adapting their afflictions to their ne- 


ceſſities and circumſtances, by moderating their 


diſtreſſes, by ſupporting them under their preſſure, 
and by ſending them ſeaſonable deliverance. 
Though there may be ſometimes an apparent in- 
conſiſtency between this promiſe and the diſpenſa- 
tions of providence; rather ſuſpect the juſtice of 
your apprehenſions than the faithfulneſs of God. 


hen his paths ſeem to be in the great waters, de- 
pend upon his unchangeable veracity. Learn to 


diſtinguiſh between what you ſuppoſe might be 
moft Pr Oper for you, and that which 1s beſt: in the 
b ONS | h BY | view 
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view of infinite wiſdom. And would . be ſen- 
üble of the mercy of God. in your afflictions, judge 
not of them ſeparately, but in their connection 
with other circumſtances; and the gracious deſigns 
which they are intended to promote.— Such is the 
tender compaſſion: of Jehavah manifeſted in the a- 
bove predicted events, and ſuch the immenſe worth 
of the promiſed benefits, that the heavens and the 
earth, the celeſtial and terreſtrial inhabitants, have 
ſet before them abundant matter of joy and praiſe. 
Whilſt the whole creation, viſible and inviſible; are 
required to join in thankſgiving to God, let each 
of us call upon himſelf with David, ſaying, * Bleſs 
_ £ the Lord, — x and all thas is within me 
5 rer his holy name LN | 


| 14 But py fx The LORD Bade == 
faken. a rele e. SORES ach 5 


| Nomiithſianding the Aid 220 the pe- 
culiar care, and precious promiſes of Jehovah, the 
deſponding church are introduced complaining; of 
their calamitous diſtreſſed condition. This highly 

favoured ſociety, conſtituted of the objects of God's 
tender affection, protected by his providence, en- 
riched with the bleſſings of his ſalvation, and ho- 
noured with his gracious preſence, are brought 
forward under the well known deſignation of Zion, 
preferring this mournful complaint, this moving ex- 
— The Lord hath — me, &c. Jeho- 
vah who in times paſt reſcued me from dangers, de- 
fended me from enemies, redreſſed my grievan- 
ces, and heard my prayers The Lord who is N 

Shepherd, that led me to green paſtures, my Ply 
ſician, who | healed: my ſpiritual diſtempers, my 
Counſellor, who conducted me in the paths of . 

teouſneſs, my Friend, my Father, and my God, who 
SM boon my ks wy e and ſhield, from 
Fae Us whom 
2 Fia. ciik, 1. 
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whom all my comforts proceeded, and in eommu - 
nion with whom I have experienced the bigheſt 
ſatisfaction and delight. This gracious God: who 
is my Lord, bath yg hath forgotten me. 
Thongh, properly ſpeaking, forgetfulneſs cannot 
de attributed to God, yet it is aſcribed to him in 
ſeripture, when he doth not manifeſt his kind at- 
tention and compaſſionate regards to his. people, 
which they had formerly enjoyed. He is ſaid to 
forſake thoſe from whom he withholds the fruits of 
his favour, who ſeem diveſted of his gracious protec- 
tion, and expoſed to various calamitieg. In this 
ſenſe, we explain the awful threatening —_— | 
againſt falſe prophets, © Behold, faith the] 
* even I, will utterly forget you, and I will 
vou &. , The citizens of Zion who lamented i in 
piaintive ſtrains their deplorable condition, muſt 
have been deprived of their molt. valued enjoy- 
ments, and greatly diſtreſſed by diſappointments, rex: 
proaches, and calamities, whilſt God did not appear 
to regard their forlorn ſtate, nor to grant their ſup- 
plications. They muſt have been much depreſſed, 
becauſe the Lord God had withdrawn from them 
His former loving-kindneſles, whereby they had been 
refreſhed and — and had permitted them in 
deſpondency to bewail their bereavements. Such 
ſeems to have been the mournful condition of the 
Chriſtian church not long after the commencement 
of the New Teſtament diſpenſation ; when the ru: 
lers of this world began cruelly to perſecute them, 
and falſe teachers endeavoured to corrupt Chriſti- 
anity. Then, according to the prediction of their 
Lord, the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt were delivered 
vp to be afflicted and killed, and hated of all na- 
Lodi for his name's ſake 1. The complaint bath 
been renewed in every age, by thoſe who have been 
deeply affected with their excluſion from the im- 
babe advantages with n in un 5 they 
| been favoured. l 
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- To remove the complaint of che affiicied church; | 
the Holy Spirit adminiſters conſolation admirably. 
adapted to delpel their fears and ſarrows. It isex- 
2 denied, that God can ever forget his people, 

or fail to have mercy upon them; hie ean no more 
— them tlian the tender hearted mother aan 
* — ſucking infant that is the object of her 

delight and ſolicitude. The quaſtiori here aſked is 
directed to the heart, it carries the forbe · of the 


ſtrongeſt negation, and appeals to one of the innate 


porn powerful principles in human nature, 


ded on the conſtitution of things, on experi- 


ence, and ſentiments generally received. There is 


a peculiar. emphaſis in every word that claims at- 
tention Oon a woman, one who hath not laid a- 


ſide the tender feelings proper to her fen? Mo- 


thers, or rather monſters of inhumanity an 
— have been who, diveſted of paren | 
ion, have imbrued their hands in the blond "of 
thats young children. Mothers there have been in 
ſuch» cireamftances of extraordinary diſtreſt who, 
notwithſtanding their fond afſection for their in- 
fants, could neither remember nor ſhew them com- 
paſſion. Mathers of the moſt amiable diſpoſitiohs 
may not —— in mind their children 


when grown * and in ſome meaſure ca. 


pable vw ; — themſelves. Zut the child 

2 unremitting attention and care, an A 
fectianate mother cannot neglect to give it every. 
aſiſtanee in her power, and to perform all tha 


kind offices which: maternal tenderneſs almoſt never 


fails to ſuggeſt. —Tea, they may forget, in ſome caſes 


it is poſſible, and in ſome inſtatces-it hath —_— 


ed. Though mothers may be deficient in 


| tion and duty to their little ne l will not 1 


Vol. III. A * 4 4 1 „ * forget 


| e thee, 1 whoſd tender merciesfailanit;-whol 
dove is unchangeable, and who am not ſubject to 
the weakneſs and inconſtancy of human nature 1 


will not forget you whom I have adopted into my 


family, and to whom I have extended my kind af. 


all your afflictions and ſorrows. Fhe: eompariſon 
here inſtituted evinces, in the moſt ſtriking man- 
ner, the infinite ſuperiority of the tender com 

ion which Jehovah never ceaſes to diſcover for his 

-rpeculiar: people, to the pity ſhewmby the moſt ten- 
der hearted: mother to the ehid that was form- 


embraced, and cheriſned by ber with the ſondeſt 
fatisfaction. Such is the intimate endearing connec- 
ion and affection ſubſiſting between God and his 
church, conſtituted of his regenerated children, 
who àre ſaid to be born of him, who are nouriſhed, 


protect 
children of the Moſt High he embraces with ex- 


eye, he confers upon them the moſt im 
bleſſings, and advances them through Jeſus Chriſt 
to be heirs of eternal glory. This gracious regard, 
joined with the immutability and faithfulneſs of Je- 
hovab, gives bis ſaints the moſt ſatisfying ſecurity 


eomfortable truth the infant church of 
Chriſt enjoyed the moſt | pleaſant! proofs. Being 
the objects of the divine loye and care, every cit- 
.cumſtance in their condition was minutely attend- 


ſuſtained - preſerved, and trained up to maturity by 
God himſelf. And evet ſince that early period, 
| they have experienced the accompliſhment of the 
4891 e W aer ee e 0c 
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fection, but will afford you feaſonable relief in 


20 and nouriſned in her womb, that was fuekled, 


ed, and comforted by him, Theſe dear 
quiſite delight. he keeps them as the apple of His 


that he will never forget or forſake aer e. 
eſus 


ed to; and though deſtitute of human aid, they were 
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affected church, which we are invited to contem- 


plate. The language employed to deſrribe this 


diſtinguiſhing n is figurative, and alludes to 


the practice of an architect who intends to build or 
repair a houſe or city. This artiſt draus an aceu- 
rate plan of the work he deſigns to execute, with» 
all its ſeveral parts, according to their exact pro- 
portions, which he keeps in his hand ever ready 
for inſpection. In reference to this cuſtom i ſup- 
poſe) the Lord God declares, in a way accommoda- 
ted to human apprehenſion, that he hath inſcribed on 


the palms of his hands, which are continually in his 


view, the whole model according to which he builds 
and repairs Lion. According to this plan deviſed 
by infinite wiſdom, he adjuſts every circumſtance 
that relates to his chureh. This form he hath not 
merely pourtrayed, but engraven in indelible cha- 
racters, intimating that nothing reſpecting this 
ſpiritual building ſhall be ever neglected or ef- 
faced from kis remembrance... In - the' counſel 
and purpoſe of | Jehovah in Cheiſt- Jeſus is form- 
ed the model, according to vchich the whole ſpiri- 
tual building is fitly framed together, that grow- 

eth into an holy temple 2 in the Lord, and all its in- 
tereſts are conducted. The platform of the taber- 
nacle, with all its parts, which of old sepreſented | 
the church under the New Teſtament; was given 
to Moſes, who was commanded to make all things ac- 


cording: to the pattern ſhewed him in the mount. ö 
The pattern of the temple built for the ſervice: of 
God, David king of Iſrael had by the Spirit, and 
the Lord made him to underſtand in writing by: his. 


hand upon him, the plan of all the works. The 


type or figure of the church of God in the molt 


ones ſtate in ns A days, was exhibited 1 in vi- 
12 Ivy 
See * + Clan na 12, 19, 
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fion to the prophet Ezekiel, and n to: the 
apoſtle John. In this ſpiritual city and- temple: 
called the New Jeruſalem, God himſelf reſides, and 
will dwell for ever; ; there he hath his throne, and 
. manifeſts his glory; he contemplates with pleaſure 
the work of ms own hands, and the various revolu- 
tions through which it paſſes to its "final conſum- 
mation. 

. Thy walls entkam before me. By the wally 
of Jeruſalem the church of the living God, may be 
intended her citizens, who are ſpoken of by an a- 
poſtle as lively ſtones built upon Jeſus Chriſt, the 
ſure foundation that God hath laid in Zion; and 
which are united together by the Holy Spirit, in 
the bond of love and peace. Or they may denote 

whatſoever conſtitutes their ſtrength and defenoe, 
protects them from the aſſaults of their enemies, and 
diſtinguiſhes them from the world around them. 
The — ſtate of theſe walls, and all the circum- 
ſtances relative to their ſituation, are the objects of 
his minute inſpection, who will not ſuffer them — 
into ruit: even in troublous times. The ſafety an 
comfort that walls are the means of conveying 5 
the city around which they are placed, the Lord 
God will atfuredly afford his people at all times. 
* The ſalvation of the righteous i is of the Lord; he 
Lis their ſtrength and ſtield; in time of trouble the 

Lord ſhall help and deliver them *. His ſervants, 
therefore, ought to rely with unſuſpecling confidence 
on his grace and power, aſſured that in every ſituation 
they are encompaſſed with his favour, and ſafe un- 
der his protection who is the Almighty. This eon- 
ſideration ought to adminiſter conſolation 2 to Ar 
' in all their fears and diſtreſſes. | 


17 Thy children ſhall- Me haſte :ithy 
2 oper and they that made thee e 
ſhall 80 forth of W [3 „ 
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The people of God are aſſured af the 
of their external enemies and of their Oy 
from thoſe adverſaries which from among them - 
ſelves had moleſted and diſturbed thetn;— Thy chil. 
dren, or, as the Hebrew word ſignifies, 2% builders, 


ho are employed in rearing up the walls of Jeru- 
ſalem; and the cities of Ton, ſhall, exert{all-their 


pray with alacrity and diligence, to-advanee your 
ereſts, and to increaſe. your numbers. ...The chil. 


dren: of Lion ſhall: haſten, with the utmoſt expedi- 


tion to turn unto the Lord, and to accept of the of- 
fered grace of the Saviour. No action whatſoever 
1 done with greater readineſs and chearfulnels than 
this. After a man is fully convinced of the immi- 
nent danger of everlaſting deſtruction to which he 


is expoſed after he is 1 perluaded'of the mer. 
ey that is in God; and the ſalyation, that is in Chriſt 


Jeſus 3 he: flies for refuge to lay hold. on the hope 
let before him Alarmed by a view of his perilous 
condition, and allured by the tender compaſſion of 
Jehovah; he haſtens with tlie utmoſt. ſpeed to e- 


leape perdition, Iike a perſon that is ready to pe- 
Tiſh by fire or water; he runs as one in a race to lay 
hold of the prize, he flies as did the man -· ſayer of 
old to the city of refuge. Be perſuaded, then, my 
hearers, to: unite in ſpeëdily verifying this predic- 
tion, which, was remarkably, fulfilled: to the primi- 


tive Chriſtian. church, and which ſhall have a far. 
ther and more full accompliſhment.' Take ſanctu- 
ary in the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 
arms are always open to receive into favour thoſe 


who, convinced of their fin and danger, have re- 


courſe to him for ſalvation. To remove every. o if 
ſtruction: that might pre yent the fulfilment of this 
prediction, the oyerthzow. of thoſe who laid vaite | 
the church is explicitly foretold. ELITES "QI | 
Thy, deſtroyers, and they that laid. thee was; Se. 
Their internal enemies, that had inſinuated them- 
ſelves i into their ſociety, were to leave them, or by 
en means to be expelled from among them. Of 1 
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ala: ſort were falſe a falle Wensseste n- 
ful workers, and Jewiſh converts to Chriſtianity, 
who maintained that they were ſtill obliged to ob- 
ferve the ritual part of the law of Moſes, and that 
the Gentile converts ought to be circumciſed, and 
to ſubmit to the ſame rites. Theſe, with others of. 
whom the apoſtle Faul ſpeaks in his ſecond epiſtle - 
to the Corinthians, in his epiſtle to the Galatians; 
and in his letters to Timothy and Titus, were, L 
ſuppoſe, the deſtroyers here intended. Theſe were 
the grievous wolves that he cautioned the church 
of Epheſus to beware *, whoſe word did eat as doth 


a cankerF, who overthrew the faith of ſome , con- 


cerning hom he faith, 1 would that they were e- 
ven cut off that trouble you . Men of theſe de. 
ſoriptions, who endeavoured to deſtroy and lay waſte 
the "hunch of God, were to go forth from them, to 
renounce their intimate connection with the diſcs 
ples of the Son of God, and to remain no „ 
in communion with them. In the words of the 
apoſtle John, (1 Ep. il. 19.) we ſay, They went out 
from us, but they were nat of us; for if they had 
been of us, they would no doubt have continued 
with us; but they went out that they might be 
made manifelt that they were not all of us. Take 
| heed then, and beware of ' thoſe who are enemies 
to the croſs of Chriſt, who endeavour to undermine 
his doctrine, and oppoſe his grace and authority. 
Though born in the ſame country, and prolfeſſing 
to believe the ſame truths, they may try o ſeduce 
you from the faith of Chriſt, to injure your beſt in- 


tereſts, and to deſtroy your ſouls, Permit me alſo 


to caution you againſt thoſe internal enemies which 

you are in danger of cheriſhing in your own breaſts, 
pride, infidelity, hypocriſy, malice, impurity, 55 
hood, Covetouinels, and other bad aülpalrian. 
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218 Lift up thine eyes ends about, 20 


behold : al theſe gather: themſely es rogether, 5 


and 
# Abs xx. 29. * 2 i 7 "7. * ver. 18. 1 Gul. v. 12. 
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| and come to thee, a- IT live, We LORD, 
thou ſhalt ſurely clothe thee with them all 
E with an 1 l keg bind them vn | thee 
as 2 bride dbetßz. e e e 211 
7” The Acjetted church ob 6000 as a Py of con- 
ſolation, are called to behold the large acceſſions 
Which they were to receive from. all quarters, and 
attend to the certainty of this defirable event. 
The miniſtry of the word being accompanied with 
* desu 6h of the 8 107 and with power; 
great numbers of people of ever) e ſeription and 
. of every nation were to reſort to their community, 
that they 7 be admitted to participate of their 
exalted rvileges. Notwithſtanding every inter- 
vening 6 ſtacle, they were to repair to the boſom 
| of the church, that the ey might enjoy. fellowſhip 
With Jeſus Chriſt and his faithful diſciples, with the 
precious bleſſings contained in his promiſes. Lift 
up your eyes, look round about, diligently conſider, 
and apply your minds to the contemplation of t 
Qacle; the children of Zion of eve- 
dred and language, haſting from the , four 
winds of heaven, to Jeſus Chriſt,” the. centre of u- 
nibn and happineſs. What a grand ſcene ! what a 
* delightful proſpect opens to ths view—a yaſt con- 
courſe of converts flocking from every direktion in- 74 
to the houſe of God, and joining themſelyes to the | 
"Lord from whom by fin they had been ſeparate 
and to that bleſſed het f whereof he is the head, 
the felicity, and the Sing and rejoice, 2 
E daughter of Lion, for Jonny 1 al, be 
joined to the Lord in that day, ha be my 
e and I will dwell in : of thee'®,” 
ow wonderful the efficacy of the word of God, * 
which brings t paſs the moſt ſurpriſin ing glorious e- 
vents, vanquiſhes the moſt powerful oppoſition, ad 
N e who were afar off from Wa be 
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curity for the accompliſhment of this n. 


Jehovah was pleaſed to ſuperadd / his gath to. his 
word, and to declare, in the moſt; ſolemn mannst, | 
that as certainly as he poſſeſſes exiſtence, life, and 
© omnipotence, t nis promiſed event ſhail. be fulfille d 
in its ſeaſon. The form of ſwearing here uſed fir 
quently occurs in the writings of Moſes and the 
Prophets, eſpecially in the bock of Ezekiel, where, 
if 1 miſtake not, it occurs fourteen times. It for- 
cibly expreſſes the abſolute irrevocable purpoſe vt 
the living God, to do as he. hath ſaid, to ratify and 


eſtablifſi what he hath foretold, and to unite by an 
. indiſſoluble connection his own life with the increaſe 


and advancement. of his church, who-ought there- 


fore to be firmly perſuaded. of his veracity.—Thou 
Halt ſurely clothe thee, & c. By the large acceſſion 
of converts which ſhall come to. thee 25 
regions of the earth, thou ſhalt be richly covered 

and adorned, ſo as to appear e and lovely 


all the 


in. the eyes of-all who have ſpiritual diſcernment. 


As a bride dreſſes herſelf in, the beſt apparel, and- 

is decked with ornaments and jewels, to add to her 
comelineſs and elegance whatever. way. attract no- 

tice and admiration ſo thou ſhalt be decorated, ad 


thy ſplendor increaſed, py the doctrine and, Landl 
ty, the, gifts and graces, of many valuable illuſtri- 
ous perfons who ſhall” be converted  unto-thee, by 
'divine grace. Men of diſtinguiſhed excellence and 
brilliant lanctifled abilities ſhall prove thy brighteſt 


. ornaments, and being cloſely attached to thee by 


the ſtrong ties of affeclion, intereſt, and duty; and 
appropriated to thy ſervice and honour, thou Malt 
[ſhine forth with amiable luſtre and glory, and ac- 
quire great renown and celebrity. Animated by 


"this ſolemn aſfurance, let us direct our fervent ſup- 


n to the ahn wiſe God qur Saviour, that he 
would 
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e 66 eee to: ud 
the intereſts of his kingdom. All let us units aur 
efforts to make known the glory of Jehovab, '-the 
perfection of his work, the wonders of his grace; 
and the bleſſings of lis Latvation, to our drothoon 
of mankind.” » Bis eee dv fi 
ö ; x Fr ful 40. 7 2 n. . "tr. J 294 wer 
2 119 For thy waſte" and thy defolate a th 
and the land of thy deſtruction, ſhall-evers 
now be too narrow by reaſon of the Ithas 
ball be and FI. that e ah 14 | 
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"Our Prophet VO: to FREY 1e * ok 
of the external enemies of the ehurch. Depreſſed 
by the oppoſition. and perſecution which t 105 
tained in ſome periods, the ſervant | 
have ſaid, What avails the i increaſe of 'our Lenden 
and the enlargement of our community, if we hy 

not delivered from the tyranny and A287 rh 
our adverſaries, who are ready to devour us, arid to 
bereave. us of our precious ſons and daughters? 5 fy 

proviſion. is made to remove the 
of this: complaint. Though for wiſe in K 
iy Tom: permits. his church to be 181 8 by 
uſed to give them ſupport an conſolation 
if. they are anxious and troubled about thei 

Wee and the places wherein they conyenec 
to, worſhip: the God of their fathers, they are > BEA 
to know, os thoſe houſes which have be 
moliſhed and buried in ruins ſhall be woke ad en- 

larged, with greater magnificence and beauty than 
they formerly e e their country Which 

been defolatel and d rv of its iN Wb . 

by the fury of their o ppl „Who were itifent, 
poſſible, on Serin them from the face of 
the earth, was to prove incapable uf Wonne 
them on account of their prodigious increaſe, whilſt 
their perſcutors were to be diſperſed and confumed 
by one another.— The Roman ——_— pollefſed 
Vor. II. of + by 
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624 or URES on THE „ XIX 
by Chriſtians deeply engaged i in ſuppoi 2 


dal 3 | 
jured intereſts of their divine Maſter, which after- 
ward became a deſolate country is ſuppoſed by 
the learned Vitringa and other commentators to 
have been the land here ſpoken of. That i oa 
though compriſing .a vaſt extent of territory, was 
of tod ſmall compaſs to contain the numerous 
4 ciples of the Son of God, after the cruel Leer 
tions they ſuffered were yer. So. rapidly, did they 
multiply, that the places of divine wo 2 Þ | 
eyen the country they occupied, were not | Tx 
to hold the "immenſe numbers of Chriſtians added 
unto the church. And they that fuallowed thee up 
ſhall be far away. Such *. the dreadful ferocity 
and favage Shells of thoſe who perſecute the fer- 
vants of God, that they ſeize upon them with the 
utmoſt rapacity, and like wild beaſts would utterly 
devour them, did not the Almighty mereifully in- 
terpoſe for their deliverance and preſervation. "At 
the time to which this prediction refers, the impla- 
cable adverſaries of che followers of 1 Chriſt 


as RES. 


npe 
moliſhed, er bibles to be - bürgt, the kites er 
the goſpel to be put in chains, the richer Chriſtians 
to be branded with infamy, and the vulgar of 
them to be made ſlaves : And to the ſubſequent 
deliverance of the church, and . proſper 175 they” 
afterward enjoyed. T n 
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| Fas The children nich * malt have, 

after thou haſt loſt the other, ſhall ſay again 

3; thine , ears, The place is too ſtrait * 
me: ive Place. to me chat I JAY, dwell. 


The Prophet amplifies and illuſtrates the aden 
by 
*  Euſeb, Hiſt, Eecke. Lib. 8. chap. 2, 3, 15 13. »- | 


. 


Vu. 20% | PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 625 


by announcing the large / increaſe of the churck, | 
after having ſuffered the moſt direful calamities.— 
The children ſpoken of, were the large acceſfions 
made to the ſociety of the faithful, during the time 
they had been diſperſed and remained in à deſtitute 
condition, reſembling that of a mother beteaved of 
her children. The church reduced to this deplorable 
Rate, deprived of the children with which they had 
been formerly bleſſed, were” to hear others ſaying 
again in their ears, Kc. After the priſons were o- 
ened. after thoſe who had fled ho deſarts and 
ant countries, returned to the places and church- 
es from which they had eſcaped in perilous times, 
to elude the torments threatened by their perſecu- 
tors; and after liberty was granted to the public 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity, larger and more ſpacious 
2 for ſacred worſhip became neceſſary, and 
paces much more extenſive than thoſe formerly 
appropriated to their uſe, were to be allotted to the 
children of light. Chriſtians were then to ſay to the 
Heathen around them, Give place to me that I may 
dwelt; permit me to enlarge my territories, and to 
- occupy more extenſive poſſeſſions, and more com- 
modious habitations than thoſe I have enjoyed in 
times paſt. This reaſonable requeſt affords a ſtrik- 
ing proof of the great increaſe of the diſciples! of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and of the en condition to which 
they were to be advanced,” after IEEE inte 
_ e afflictiona. W. 4 | 


YES Then ſhalt thou: fy" in hos hos: 
Wh hath begotten me theſe, ſeeing I have 
| loſt my children, and am deſolate, a cap- 
tive, and on Tm to and fro? and who 
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bath brought eſe? behold; I was 118 5 
ne; ;, thele, where have they heap? ZN a+ 
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that had been made to the faith and obedience of 
the San of God, during their deſolation and diſper- 
fon. There is probably an alluſion to ſome great 
city, which in time of war had been deprived ot 
moſt of her beſt citizens ; who after the calamities of 
war ceaſed, returns to her former ſtate of tran | 

ty and proſperity, and ſees her ſcattered citizens 
coming home in great numbers, with immenſe af+ 
fluence and a numerous offspring. In like man, 
ner, after the violent ſtorm of perſecution had {uds 

fided, the confeſſors of the name of Chriſt that he 
been driven away from their habitations, who ſtill 
ſurvived and were reſtored to liberty, could pot 
view the increaſe of their numbers and their praſ+ 
perous ſtate, without expreſling ſurpriſe and admis 
ration—Who hath begotten me theſe? From whence 
come this beautiful numerous offspring. and by 

What means were they brought into the family «< 

God?—Sceing J have loft my children, by the cruel. 
ty and fury of oppreſſors: And am deſolate in a 
dleſtitute forlorn * helpleſs condition-—4 captive, 
driven from my native country, diſtreſſed and in- 
ſlaved by tyrannical oppreſſors— And removing 16 
- and fro, in a ſtate of continual uncertainty, ſhifting 
from one place to another, in order to elude the rage 
ok unrelenting perſecutors. And who hath brought 
a theſe up? who cheriſhed, inſtructed, and provided for 
theſe hopeful children that have been added unto 
the Lord ?—Behold | was left alone, and abandoned 
| by many of my profeſſed friends, compelled. to flee 
| Into ſolitude, deſtitute of companions to take care 
*EF _ of me, and to give mie hope of children. Though 
| =: rd God permits his church to continue for * 
eaſon in deplorable: circumſtances, it is comfortable 

0 teflect that their deſolations are not perpetual; 
hat in mercy he will repair the breaches made WP: 
on them, and build up the walls thereof even in 
troublous times. By accompanying his word with 
divine power, by the invincible conſtancy of his 
martyrs, by the wonderful deliverance of "his 6.4 
vants 


* 
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vants a rn perſecutors, by their bel res 
and the C 


God is pleaſed to multiply and bring wamich 
dren, and to give ſatisfying anſwers to the-queſi 


ed in this yerſe. The ſpread and 7 no 
Chriſtianity, notwithſtanding the vitulent appoſi 


tion raiſed againſt it by earthly; rulers, is its pecu- 
lar glory; and demonſtrates that Alniighty God 


is its aloe and protector. This prediction ſeems 


to have a ſpecial reference to the time of Conſtan- 
tine, the firſt emperor, hen the church 


of Chriſt was greatly increaſed and enlarged. That 


illuſtrious prince treated Chriſtian Bithops with 
much reſpect; he exhurted his ſubjects to embrace 
Chriſtianity; he required them to obſerve the Lord's 

day; he advanced Chriſtians to places of truſt and 
N r he built many magnificent churches aud 
oratories; and by theſe means PN n ere 
ing up the childeen: here mentioned 8. 


4 22 Thus faith gd LORD God, noi: 


s bi Fa u mine hand to the Gentiles, and 
Big andard to the people: and they 
wan | 


ing 10 ſons in bei, arms, and thy 


a foal a e carried upon their 1300 


<4 


7 2 2 het having foretold the and ane 


of the d diſciples of 1 Son of God, and the over; 
throw of thoſe tyrants, who by horrid ecutions” 


retarded the -progreſs of the church o God; pro- 
ceeds to repreſent their ſubſequent proſperity and 


glory, in oonſequęence of the vaſt multitudes = . 


among the Gentile nations that were to join the 


and give them their ſupport. This momentous \ 
— which might ſeem to exceed human expec- 


tation, he dae with his accuſtomed ſolemni- 
7 25 3 
= Moe 1 6 J 
Hiſtory 2 vol. 


I. b. 580. 
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5 Tb Jaith the Lord God, whoſe word fhall 
certainly receive its exact accompliſhment i in due 
ſeaſon, and who by fulfilling this prophecy, will 
demonſtrate that he is Jehovah who ruleth over all, 
who is ever faithful in verifying his promiſes. 
Luuili lift up my hand to the Gentiles, &c. Though 
lifting up the hand is mentioned in ſeripture to fig- 
nify the law act of ſwearing, (Deut. xxxii. 40.) 
dleſſing with authority, (Luke xxiv. 5.) and 


threatening or ſmiting, (Ezek. xliv. 12: 9 1 ſuppoſe, 
from what immediately follows, that it is not uſed 


here in any of theſe ſenſes. This poſture is deſign- 
ed to intimate, that the Almighty, by the diſpenſa 
tions of his providence, and the miniſtry of: the 
goſpel, accompanied with divine power, was to give 


| bra ſignals of his pleaſure to neighbouring na- 


tions, which they were to obey. And ſet up 


Aandord, &c. or banner of the croſs, to which the 


people ſhall be invited to reſort by the edicts of 
princes, and the miniſtry of my ſervants, from the 
moſt remote regions of the earth, that they may 
participate in the bleſſings of my kingdom, and 


_ yield ſubjection to my authority. And they ſhall | 


bring thy ſons in their arms, &c. Theſe words are not 


to be literall ly, but figuratively underſtood, They e- 
e 


vidently refer to the tender ſolicitude with which 


young creatures are cheriſhed and carried by 1 ral 5 
ſons entruſted with the care of them. In this 


bdbolical language, the church of Jeſus Chriſt is to 175 ; 
confidered as the mother who was to treat young 


converts to the Chriſtian faith with the greateſt gen- 
tleneſs, to cheriſh them with kind affection, and 
chearfully to afford them every aſſiſtance that the 
needed, when enfeebled and dejected. Accord 121 by 
to this prediction, the ſtronger and more aged Chriſ- 


tians were to aſſiſt the younger and weaker, and in 
jove to ſerve one another. By bearing one /ano- 
. thers burdens, they were to fulfil the law of Chriſt; 


that command which is peculiarly his, the diſtin- 
Sung badge *of his dende whereby: 72 ar rp. 


nn "_ 
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| conn from! ther wen Tinten of, humenkty, | 
connection, and friend ſhip may be diſſolved 3 Bur 


the law of our Lord and Saviour brings every Cluif⸗ 
tian under the ſtrongeſt and moſt indiſſoluble obli- 


Sations, to look not only on his on things, but on 
the things of others; to ſeek not -y, W 0h 


eee and proſperity: LIND FH 


, N 1 *Os x 
4 , Tis #41 24h #8) 2 


2 


and their queens thy nurſing mothers: they 
ſball bow down to thee with Their face toward 


the earth, and lick up the duſt of thy feet; 
and thou ſhalt know that I am the LORD ; for 


NT by not be aſhamed dit Wait for me. 


9 * * : oY 


145 ps 


oyed by the church 15 Jeſus Chri ey were 
to SEE new celebrity.and glory from the fo er- 


ing protecting hand of perſons of. the higheſt rank, 


inveſted. with ſupreme authority, who, would de- 
youtly and publicly profeſs Chriſtianity, and ſup- 
port its ſacred intereſts. The prediction elegantly 
expreſſes the external ſafety and felicity to be con- 
ferred on the ſervants of the Son of God. Great 


N of both ſexes, elevated to tłrones and 


cepttes, and clothed wages royal majeſty, ſhall ma- 
nifeft tender ſolicitude for advancing the intereſts 
of the church of God, to which they 75 
8 aid. They ſhall do what is competent 


or them to defend the people of God from the af. 
faults of thoſe who would injure them, and to have 


them well inftruQed in the principles and duties 
inculcated in the, goſpel; that through the di- 
vine bleſſing, they my be nouriſhed up. by good. 
miniſters of Tech Chriſt in the words of faith and 


do&rine. They ſhall take care that the word : 
of God be read, explained, and recommended to the 


le; that the nature of divine inſtitations be 


5 RO * the ph ice of Chriſtian duties be 
2 e 
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bloed as the Veſt nicanr-of funiihing them fo 
kg good work. Theſe, and fimilar 1 
the kings and queens of the eurth perform; 
that they may prove wy "ONES; and: we 
to the church of God. TS. 
They ſhall bow- down 175 thee, Gul 1 This was t 
caſtor in ancient times of expreſſing reverence for 
perſons of diſtinguiſhed eminence, and of ſhewing 
reſpe(t for thoſe that were higlily eſteemed.” When 
| Joleph'sbrechren dame into his preſence, after he was 
appointed governor of all the land of Egypt, they 
© bowed. themſelves with their faces to the earth *.” 
In alluſion to this practice, Iſaiah foretels, thas Pr: 
ces, with other Mal ious perſonages, acc a 
receive the homage of thoſe about them, dog tel 
profound reſpect for the church of Jelis Chriſt. 
iey. ſhall readily manifeſt their ſincere regard for 
the Tikes les of Gr Lord, and their firm attachment 
to their intereſts, in thoſe various ways whereby 
they may ſhew their eſteem and veneration of their 
charater and privileges; particularly by uniting 
with them in the adoration and worfhip of our com- 
mon Lord and Saviour.—The following words, ta. 
ken from the manners of eaſtern countries, 
more ſtrongly expreſs profound reverence and ſub- 
miſſion to the community of the faithfiil—And ith 
up the duſt of thy feet. Such ſplendid language : as 
this, which evidently refers to the extravagant. ho- 
mage paid to eaſtern monarchs, was, 1 ſuppoſe, in- 
tended only as an am plification of the ſubſect, not 
as a prediction to be literally underftood and fulfill: 
ed preciſely according to the letter. The expreſ. 
ſions, however, taken in connection with others of 0 
a ſimilar nature, contain ſufficient ground of pgratk | 
tude and praiſe to the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, 
who hath elſewhere foretold, that all Kings ſhall fall 
t down before Jeſus Chrilt, and that all nations ſhall 
2 ſerve him 1. 
an thou ſhalt bnow that I am the Lord. By the 
accompliument 


Gen. xlii, 6. + Pal. Ixzii. 12, 
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mpliſhment of theſe precious 8 whinh, - 
ſurpaſſs es all human expectation, the ſervants of the 
Men High ſhall be fully ſatisfied, that the | Gog 
in whom they truſt is indeed Jehovah, whoſe 
righteouſneſs and grace, whofe power and faithful 
neſs, are thereby richly diſplayed; whilſt their hap=- | 
pinels is greatly advanced. Thou ſhalt acknow- 

ge that I am Jehovab, by loying, hongbring, and, 
ſerving me, and by making known my infinite ma- 
jeſty. excellence, and glory; that my name and ſal · 
vation may be celebrated with admiration and gra- 
titude throughout the earth. — For. they ball not be 


ſhamed that auait for me. Thoſe who in the ex- 


erciſe of faith, and hope, and patience wait upon. 
God for the interpoſitions of his providence, and the. 
fulfilment of his promiſes, ſhall never be confound- 


ed. Though ſometimes they may. be diſappointed. : 


_ of the aſſiſtance, protection, and deliverance they 

looked for, at the time they wiſhed to enjoy them, 
yet all their expectations founded on the promiſes 
of God ſhall ultimately be more than gratified., 
They ſhall not be aſhamed of their hope, of the 


foundation bercon it reſts, or of the objects on 


which it terminates. chovah will not alter the 
thing that is gone out of his mouth, nor will he 
fruſtrate thoſe longing deſires that he himſelf hath. 
excited. His infinite. goodneſs, wiſdom, veracity, 
and power, give the ſtrongeſt ſecurity that his pro- 
miſes ſhall not tail of their accompliſhment. | . 


234 hall th 2212 be taken from the emigh- 


ty, or the la captive « delivered Ned 8 * 


An objection is ſtarted to the fulfilment of the 
above predictions, derived from the powerful oppo- 
ſition mods by formidable enemies to the proſperity _ 


of the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. The difficulty, 
whether propoſed by our Prophet in his own name, or 


in the name of the church, is compoſed of two parts, 
which, being of Ring! * may be conſidered to- 


Vol. III. | | 3 


« of 
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gether. The event, reſpecting which enquiry is 
made, thongh not impoſſible, is very improbable, 
and extremely difficult to be effected. If a mighty 
man hath got poſſeſſion of ſome valuable booty, it 
Cannot be ſuppoſed that he will part with it unleſs he 
be vanquiſhed, and it be taken from him by force, 
Ahe prey may denote the Gentile nations, which 
had long been detained by the powers of darkneſs 
in ignorance and error, in ſuperſtition and idolatry, 
from among whom our Prophet had foretold _— 
| acceſſions were to be made to the kingdom of the 
Son of God: Or it may ſignify the church of Chriſt, 
which had been ſpoiled by their powerful perſeeu- 
tors, who had reduced them into their ſubjection; 
who had vexed, oppreſſed, and almoſt cut them 
off.. In either of theſe ſenſes doth it ſeem likely 
that the prey ſhall be taken from the mighty. Or 
the lawful captive delivered? The late biſhop of 
London hath better tranſlated this latter clauſe of 
the verſe thus, Or ſhall the prey ſeized by the ter- 
* rible be reſcued?” On the -margin of ſome bibles 
the Hebrew words are rendered, Shall the captivi- 
« ty of the juſt be delivered?” by which I ſuppoſe is 
meant the ſame as the prey; thoſe who eſpecially 
belonged to the Holy and Juſt One, who were cho- 
ſen by him for his peculiar people, and yet remain- 
ed in the bondage of corruption, captives to their 
ſpiritual enemies: Or thoſe ſubje&s of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt who were expoſed to the terrible tor- 
tures inflicted upon thera by their cruel unrelenting 
oppreſſors, and detaineft by them in miſerable cir- 
guns EIS TH TO L03 
Theſe few remarks ſhew the impart of the queſ- 
tions under conſideration. ' Shall the prey be taken 
away and reſcued on which the ſtrong hath laid 
hold, which he guards with the utmoſt attention 
and vigilance? Shall theſe captives be delivered, 
not only from . the rapacity of their foes, but be 
brought in ſafety to a happy and comfortable con- 
dition? Yes, my brethren, The Son of God, who 


— 
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deſcended to this earth, hath aſcended: on = 
and led captivity captive ; he completely yan- 
quiſhed all the enemies of his church, and ſtands 
engaged that none of his people ſhall be deſtroyed 
by any adverſe power. Truſt then in him at all 
times, ye people; pour out your hearts before 
him; God is a refuge for us ER Ts 


25 But thus faith the. LorD, Even 52 
captives of the mighty ſnhall be taken away, 
and the prey of the terrible ſhall be deliver- 
ed: for I will contend with him that con- 
tendeth with thee, and 1 will ſave thy chil- 


dren. 


The difficulty propoſed i in the former perks is re- 
ſolved by Jehovah himſelf, who executeth judg- 
ment for the oppreſſed, and looſeth the priſoners.— 
Even the gaptives of the mighty, &c. Thoſe who 
haye been kept in bondage by their ſpiritual ene- 
mies ſhall be ſet at liberty, the deluded ſubjeQs of 
the kingdom of darkneſs ſhall be ſnatched from the 

wer of their adverſaries, as brands from the fire, 
and ſhall be introduced into the houſehold of faith. 
And the prey of the terrible ſhall be delivered, &c. 

The people of God, who have been haraſſed and 
| perſecuted by thoſe who appear terrible, on account 
of the cruelty by which they are actuated, and the 

ower with which they are armed, ſhall in due time 
be vindicated from their tyranny, by bim who re- 

deems his ſervants from the hands of their foes. Of 
this comfortable truth the moſt illuſtrious inſtances 
are recorded in ſcripture, After the Jewiſh people 
had become a prey to the mighty power of 
Chaldeans, and had been led captive, by Nebucha 
nezzar, the Lord God was graciouſly pleaſed to ſet 
them at liberty, and to reſtore them to their own 
land. When the fulneſs of time arrived, the * 


' # Phal, Iii. 8, 
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of God, who came forth conquering and to conquer, 
vanquiſhed principalities and. powers, deſtroyed 
death, led captivity, captive, and took out from a- 
mong the Gentiles a people for his name. And in 
the day of his power he triumphs over his own and 
his people's enemies, and takes the prey from the 
mighty. In this manner hath the truth before us 
been verified in manifold inſtances; and in ſubſe- 
quent periods it ſhall certainly be farther confirmed 

by. the happy experience of the church of Gd. 
For I will contend with him that contendeth with 
thee, &c, The diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt ſtrive with 
many ſtrong adverſe powers which they are un- 
able to vanquiſh, and were they to combat with 
them in their own ſtrength, they would ſoon fall a 
prey into their hands. Diffident, however, of their 
own abilities, and animated by the reviving a- 
furance, that Jehovah contends with thoſe that 
fight with the m, that their enemies are his foes, o- 
ver whom he will certainly triumph, they ſuſtain 
the conflict without being intimidated, or anxious 
about the conſequences, as it is eaſy to ſee how the 
conteſt muſt terminate. Almighty God ſhall un- 
doubtedly appear in their behalf, and vindicate the 


nnjured rights of his perſecuted church, as foretold 


by the prophet David, Pſal. xxxv. 1, 2. * Plead, O 


© Lord, with them that ſtrive with me, fight againſt 5 


| © them that fight againſt me. Take hold of ſhield 
. * and buckler, and ſtand up for my help.” The 
Lord God will not permit either internal or exter- 
nal foes to maintain uſurped dominion over thoſe 
who have inliſted under the banner of his Son. He 
will ſhortly give them victory over the allurements 
and terrors of the world, he will bruiſe Satan un- 
der their feet, he will enable them to triumph o- 
ver death and the grave, and reſcue their ſouls from 
deftruttion.—And I» will ſave thy children. The 

children of Zion, who are weak, timid, and help- 


leſs, and | expoſed to a dangers greatly need 
"PU A 
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proteRion” and defence. The Lord God 
therefore, graciouſly promiſes, that he will deliver 
them from the innumerable evils with which they 
are environed; that they ſhall dwell in ſafety under 
his ſhadow; and that they ſhall be ſaved in the Lord 
with 'an everlaſting ſalvation.— Juſtly, then, may 
the upright among men adopt the words of à ſong 
of thankſgiving for deliverance, ſaying, Graeious 

is our Lord and righteous, yea, our God is merei- 
ful. The Lord preſerveth the ſimple; ; x was 

6 *broughe: low, and he Bees me. Fin e SY 


26 And I will feed them chat opts ches 
with their own fleſh, and they ſhall be drun- 
ken with their own blood, as with ſweet 
wine: and all fleſh ſhall know that I the 

LORD an thy Saviour and thy Ree, | 
1 the Mighty One af Jacob. "0k orig 5 


The reply 2 to the difficulty —_ in mn. 
24. is continued in this verſe. The words contain 
a ſtrong figurative deſcription of the internal con- 
tentions and wars, with their fatal conſequences, 
which were to ariſe among the enemies of the 
church, who ſhould prove inſtrumental in accom- 
pliſhing each others deſtruction. The ſword is ſaid 
to devour fleſh, and to be drunk with the blood 
af the ſlain, (Deut. xxxii. 42.), when it cuts the 
fleſh and ſheds the blood of great multitudes. The 
expreſſion under confideration i is of ſimilar import, 
and muſt be underſtood in the . ſame manner. 
"Thoſe who afflicted and oppreſſed the people of God, 
inſtigated by pride, envy, hatred, or deſire of re- 
venge, were to become hoſtile to one another, and 
having made terrible ſlaughter among thoſe with 
hom they contended, they were to be ſatiated 

with each others fleſh, and intoxicated with each 


others blood A. with Haveet we, Weh, though 
| | pleaſant 


1 
þ 
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| pleaſant to the taſte, when taken in large quantities 
depriyes of the uſe of reaſon, and brings on many 


diſtreſſes of various kinds. Thus it was to happen 


to the adverſaries of the church of Chriſt, who, in- 
Buenced by vindictive turbulent diſpoſitions, were 
employed in fighting one with another to gratify their 
malevolent paſſions. Their feuds and quarrels were 
to be {erin with dreadful fatal conſequences, 
which were to terminate in their utter deſtruction. 
Thoſe who hardly united in any thing but in the 
execrable deſign of diſtreſſing and vexing the ſer. 
vants of God, having turned every man his ſword 
againſt his fellow, were to'be glutted with carnage | 
and bloodſhed. Every one was to drink, as it were, 
the blood of his fellow citizens. According to this 
prediction, divine vengeance quickly ſeized on ma- 
ny governors of the Roman empire who were vio- 
Tent perſecutors of the Chriſtian church, eſpecially 
at the period to which our Prophet ſeems to refer *. 
Contemplating this affecting ſcene, we ſay, with the 
angel of the waters, * Thou art righteous, O Lord, 
* —for they have ſhed the blood of ſaints and pro- 
«* phets, and thou haſt given them blood to drink, 
for they are worthy,” Rev. xvi. 5, 6. We cele- 
brate the righteous judgments of God, which are 
exactly proportioned to the crimes they are intend- 
ed to puniſh ; for no procedure can be more equi- 
table and juſt, than that thoſe who have ſhed the 
blood of the ſaints ſhould be puniſhed by the ef- 
fuſion of their own blood. 
And all fleſh ſhall know, &c. The Lord is known 
by the judgment that he executeth, his omnipo- 
tence, righteouſneſs, and dominion, are thereby 
Sloriouſly manifeſted. He is acknowledged to be 
the avenger of the wrongs done to his people, and 
the mighty One who delivers them from all their 


1 e 5 from the hands of all their enemies, 
| | - who 


5 * See Miller's Hiſt, of the Propagation of . Vol. 
p. 566. | 
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who faithfully accompliſhes both his promiſes and 
threatenings by mercies and judgments. + Salvation, 
and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord 
our God, for true and rigliteous are His judgments.” 
6: „The righteous ſhall rejoice when he ſeeth᷑ the ven. 
nee, and a man ſhall ſay, verily, there is a re. 
1 for the righteous, verily he is a'God that judge 

8 erh in We earth,” Vw 1855 as bn” 6 Mi 9 9 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS, 


"HE firſt ſeQion nol the ſeacnd' enen ebn- 5 

tained in the fifth part of theſe prophecies is 
next to be conſidered. —The chapter before us may 
be diſtributed into two parts, In the former, the 
Lord God points out the cauſe of the gereliction of 
the Jewiſh people, which at the time referred to, 
were reduced to an afflicted deplorable ſtate. Af- 
ter having been intimately connected with them 
for a long period as their huſband and Lord, he 
publicly divorced them, and delivered them into 
the power of their enemies; not thro' any chang 
in his mind, who is without ſhadow of turnin 
but on account of their enormous tranſgreſſions, E 
ſpecially for the contempt they offered to his ſalva- 
tion; whoſe power and grandeur is repreſented in 
very ſublime language, ver. 1, 2, 3.—In the latter 
part of the chapter an illuſtrious perſonage, a great 
prophet or teacher is intraduced, declaring that he 
was fully authoriſed and qualified to offer falvation 
to the Jewiſh people, from whom he received the 
greateſt injuries, and the moſt virulent reproaches 
which he patiently ſuſtained ; firmly perſuaded 
that the Lord God would reſeue him from the 
hands of his enemies, who were to be aſhamed and 
conſumed, ver. 4—9.— After which, turning to 
his genuine diſciples who feared the Lord and - 
beyed his voice; he comforts their diſconſolate 
minds ; he foretels the certain deſtruction of the 
hypocritical and profane, plainly intimating, that 
they who walked in their own ways, ſhould periſh 5 
in their own counſels, Ver. JO, 11. 
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Mus Lith the LORD; Whereis ya bin 
1 of your mother's divorcement, whom 
mM have * away ? or which of my creditors | 

js. it to whom I have ſold you? Behold,” for . 

Four iniquities have ye fold yourſelves, = 

for your ere is W e 5 r OM 


Hows dr l e 1 „ e e 
; The Lord God len trefaſts ry 4 bd 
dirbrced and ſold the Jewiſh people, on account | iſt 
of any change on his part, and explicitly affirms 2 
that they had departed from him, and conſequent= = Lil 
ly were the cauſes of their rejection and ſervi- | 
tude. The ſubject is introduced with our Prophet's —_—_ 
accuſtomed ſolemnity, -Thus ſaith the Lord, the . 
Almighty ſovereign of heaven and earth, who 4l 
vouchſafes to vindicate his conduQ toward his pe- 1 
culiar people, and to evince the rectitude of his diſ- 
penſations. The nation of the Jews were doubtleſs 

the mother that was put away, and the children 

that were ſold ; one generation after another haus- 
ing treacherouſly departed from the Moſt High. 

They were corrupt diſobedient children, who did 

not honour God as their Father; and therefore they 

were expelled from the land of Canaan, from the 

city, the temple, and the ſervice of Jehovah; from 

thoſe places wherein God was {aid ſo reſide in a pe- 

culiar manner, and to manifeſt his grace and glory 

to his people. He therefore declares in this table 

manner, that he had not caſt them off until they 
had rejected him, and by this deteſtible condu& 
obliged him in juſtice to deprive them of the privi- 
leges they had enjoyed. They had gone away from 
God and ſold ng. ſo « he juſtly declaims 
every ground of the charge they brought againſt 
him, of eng; in Pe firſt 8 put them 3252. 5 

| 4M 
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The Lord had been graciouſly ie to admit the 
poſterity of Iſrael into a conjugal relation to himſelf, 
inſomuch that they and their land were ſaid to be 
married unto him. In this intimate connection, he 
always acted toward them with tender aflection i 
be delighted in them, and rejoiced over them to do. 
them good. Their infidelity and undutiful beha- 
viour Faſtly provoked: him, (after having borne long 
with their evil manners,) to abandon them, and to 
deny them that aſſiſtance, care, and protection, 
which they were no more to enjoy, until by ſevere 
calamities they were brought to repent of their fin 
and folly. Notwithſtanding, in the words of an a- 
poſtle, God hath among them a remnant according 
to the election of grace. To remove every doubt 
that might ariſe on this ſubject, it is plainly aſſerted 


| that though the Lord God had not diſpoſed of them 


to any of thoſe. indebted to bim, for all that _ 
enjoyed, | 
/ Behold for your iniquities have you ſold winks, 
&c. On account of your criminal attachment to 
your tranſgreſſions, and for the fake of indulging in 
ſin, you have delivered up yourſelves into the pow- 


er of cruel oppreſſors, who grievoully afflicted and + 


 4yrannized over you. Beſides you have forfeited 
thoſe manifold ineftimable privileges, wherewith 
you have long been favoured. What perfidy, what - 
ingratitude, what diſobedience, did they manifeſt in 
forſaking the rock of their ſalvation, the fountain 
ol living water, and in hewing out broken ciſterns 
that could hold no water!— This heavy change 


brought againſt the men of Judah, was remarkably 


verified at the time wherein the Son of God appear- 
ed in human nature, as we learn from the Goſpels 
and the Acts of the Apoſtles. A few excepted, 
who waited for the conſolation of Iſrael; the moſt 
odious corruption in principles and practices p revail- 
ed among all ranks of the people. Many of them 
having renounced the hope of a better life, embra- 


4 ws the abominable Great the Sadducees, great 
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part of them adopted the tenets of the Phariſees, 
who having imbibed ſtrong [prejudices againſt the 
way. of ſalvation, ſought to attain to righteouſneſs 
by the works of the law. Vaſt numbers conform- 
ed to the practices of the heathen, among whom 
they lived. From theſe errors and 1 they 
would not be reſtrained by the preac ing of John 
the Baptiſt, by the miniſtry of our bleſſe | Saviour 
and his apoſtles ; but obſtinately perſiſting in all 
kinds of impiety and \ wickedneſs; they rejected 
with diſdain the ſalvation offered to them, and fo 
became a prey to the Romans, who executed up- 
on them the righteous judgments of Gd. 
lmagine not that this conduct was peculiar to 
the inhabitants of Judah. Have not we, brethren, 
as they did, ſold ourſelves for our iniquities, and 
yielded ourſelves ſervants of ſin? Enquire what va- 
Ss returns you have got from this ſale, what 
recompenſe you have received for this ſervice? 


Doth it fully anſwer your expectation, or is it a 


fruitleſs enterpriſe gecompanied. with ſhame and re- 
- + morſe? Path the profit more than counterbalance 
the loſſes you have ſuſtained? Doth the pleaſure 
mote than compenſate the uneaſineſſes you, have 
felt. Say what doth it? Have you gained, or have 
you loſt? Have you not got a a bad conſcience and 
my diſtempered conſtitution-; have you not forfeited 
reputation and incurred diſgrace? Are not all your 
_ poſſeſſions incumbered by anxiety and vexation af 
ſpirit 3 are not all your beſt hopes fruſtrated and 
dliſappointed? Do you ſay, What is the Almighty 
that we ſhould ſerve him; and what profit is there 
in keeping his ordinances? I ſay, what is ſin that 
vou ſhouid obey it in the luſts thereof? what fruit 
had ye then in | thoſe things whereof. you are a- 
ſhamed ? for the end of thoſe things is death, Com- 
mune with your own. hearts reipecting the adyvan- 
tages you imagine you have gained, by giving up 
- yourlelyes to the practice of tranſgreſſion; and may 
25 e . the 9 * dan 
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ger of fack conduct, and diſpoſe you to yield your- 
lves unto him, as "thoſe" "OE are alive from the 


dead. | : 5757 =P 
2 Wherefore, wiiew 15 came, was e no 
man? when I called, was there none to an- 
ſwer? is my hand ſhortened. at all that it 
cannot redeem ? or have I no power to de- 
liver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up, the 
ſea, I make the rivers a wilderneſs: their 
fiſh ſtinketh, derm one ir no Is a; | 
dieth for thirſt, , e 


The Son of God, the great ee of the 6 Lond; 
gives a circumſtantial deſcription'of his appearance 
among the Jews which perfectly accords with the 
event as recorded by the Evangeliſts. This is ac- 
companied with a magnificent repreſentation of his 
infinite power: and grandeur. This illuſtrious Teach- 
er came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
He taught as one having authority, in-the temple;- 
in the ſynagogues, and in the fields; he called his 
hearers to repentance from dead works, and to faith 
in his goſpel; he proffered to them righteouſneſs, *** 
berty, and ſalvation, with every pre cious bleſſing. 
He frequently and affectionately invited them to 
come and participate of the ineſtimable benefits ge 
_— freely to beſtow. Recollecting the infinite 

A of his perſon, the tender compaſſion with 

h he addreſſed the people, the miſery from 
which he called them, the honour and happineſs he 
exhibited to their acceptance, the powerful motives 


by which he entreated; and the manifold obligation 


they were under to obey bis voice, it might have 
been expected that all without exception 5 ly: 
have complied with his ſolicitations. But, alas! 

'whiat were the conſequences of his aſtoniſhing: grace? FA 


His miniſtry was indeed attended by multitudes, he 


"had hin: admirers; but few genuine diſciples, who i 
e 


1 _ 
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| Perceived his excellence; few who: cordially” em- 
_ 'braced his doctrine, and followed: his example. Tho“ 
amon 2 the chief rulers ſome believed, they did not 
him, leſt they ſhould have been put out of 
as ſynagogue. There was hardly a man of reſpect- 
Ability and dignity. in the Jewiſh nation that recei- 
ved and countenanced the benevolent Inſtructor arid 
Sariour of mankind. What indelible diſgrace and 
everlaſting reproach to the inhabitants of Judea, that 
after having expected for ages the Deſire of all na- 
tions, who was to viſit and redeem his people, none 
of the great men among them came to welcome his 
appearance; and inſtead of paying homage to this 
Prince of peace, they unjuſtly condemned him in 
the great counſeł of the nation! Of all the iniquities 
to which they were ſold this was the moſt atrocious, 
and the chief cauſe of the! miſerable deſolation of 
their temple, city, and country. And now, my 
brethren, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath call- 
ed us to — by - his word and ſervants, 
and graciouſly offered his ſalvation to our accept- 
ance, hath be not met with a ſimilar reception? 
What ingratitude to the bleſſed Redeemer, what in- 
ſolent contempt of his wonderful condeſcenſion and. 
kindneſs! Perfiſt not in this diſreſpectful conduct 
to the Son of God, but hearken without delay to his 
alluring voice; accept of his gracious offers,” give 
him the chief room in your N ae "Yue * him 
os 'obedience of your lives. 
erer hand ſhortened at "all that it cannot — 4 7 
o remove every - ſuſpicion that might a- 
8 reſpecting the ability of this glorious perſon, tb 
-accompliſh, the ſalvation of thoſe who comply with 
his kind invitations, two queſtions are aſked ; pro- 
per replies to which ought to diſpel every remain} 
ing doubt of his power. Is my hand ſhortened that 
| ftretched out the heavens? Is my power dimi- 
niſhed or impaired, / that laid the — —— of = : 


earth? Is there any failure or deficiency in my 2: 


omnipotence, who made and upholdeth all pm 
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and for whom all things are poſſible ?*Can you ima- 
gine that I the everlaſting God, the Lord who'iin 
time paſt wrought with a ſtrong hand and mighty 
arm, ſuch glorious deliverances for my people, am 
now become faint, and that my ſtrength is 'ex- 
hauſted? Are you. fo fooliſh and perverſe as to 
think, that I who am the ſame yeſterday, to-day, 
and for ever, cannot vindicate you from ſervitude 
ahd captivity? that I cannot give a ſufficient ran- 
ſom for your redemption, or that 1 am unable to 
reſcue you from the hands of your enemies, when 
the glory of Jehovah ſhall be thereby/moſt eminently 
diſplayed? - Or have I no power to deliver from 
thraldom, and to ſet at liberty from the tyranny of , 
the moſt deſpotic potent oppreſſors, thoſe who have 
been detained in hard bondage? Look into the hif- 
tory of paſt ages, and ſee what multitudes I have 
delivered from death and deſtruction; and be aſſu- 
red that the glorious power then diſplayed remains 
unchangeably the ſame; and that I am as able now 
as in any former period, to ſave unto the uttermoſt. 
Conſider that I have received commiſſion from the 
Lord God to accompliſh the arduous work of re- 
demption, that I am perfectly qualified for executing 
it; that I have given many illuſtribus inſtances of 
my ſaving power, and that I myſelf change not 
and you muſt acknowledge, that my ability to fave 
a iel. ee FCAT 6 3 UAE, 
Behold, at my rebuke I dry up the fea, &c. How ͤ 
magnificent the deſcription which the Redeemer of 
the church here gives of himſelf, to inſpire with 
hope and confidence in his everlaſting grace and 
power. There is a manifeſt reference in theſe ex- 
preſſions to two of the ſtupendous miracles which 
were wrought for Iſrael of old, when God brought 
them forth with a ſtrong hand from the land of E- 
gypt. Then the waters of the Red Sea were di- 
i vicdled and dried up at the divine command, to open 
2 a way for them to eſcape from the hands of their 
| oppreſſors; and afterward the waters of the river 


— 
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were alſo dried up. to give * a tals pal. 
ge into the promiſed land of reſt, which they were 
ap receive for inheritance. I divided the ſea and. 
the rivers, to work deliverance for your fathers, and 
now I can as eaſily perform theſe or greater wonders 
to effect your ſafety and comfort, I can at once 
remove every obſtacle that lies in your way, howe- 
ver great and inſurmountable it may . in your 
eyes. By theſe . aſtoniſhing interpolitions of the 
Inercy and omnipotence of Pans his ſervants are 
encouraged to place their truſt. in him in whom 
there is everlaſting ſtrength. re natural conſe- 
quence of the ſea and the rivers having been dried 
up is mentioned in theſe. words, wh#h require no 
comment. Their fi/b dietb for thirft, becauſe there 
is no water.—As nothing is too hard for God out 
Saviour to accompliſh, and as no adverſe power 
enn ſtop his operations; let us frequently contem- | 
— the proofs of his omnipotence, that being firm 
| eſtabliſhed in the belief of his-invincible power, 
| E — our A 
ee en ſervice may be increaſed. 


2 I clothe the heavens with blackneks, and 
I make ſackcloth their covering. | 


Another inſtance of the infinite — and OY 
ry of the great Redeemer is here ſpecified. Thus 
Aaith the Lord, I cover the {ky from time to time 
with thaſe dark clouds which prevent the beauty 
and ſplendor of the celeſtial luminaries from being 
ſeen by the inhabitants of the earth. I clothe the 
firmament with that obſcurity whereby it is ſud- 
denly overſpread, when the ſtormy tempeſt ariſes; 

and which at other times proceeds from eclipſes of 


the ſun and moon.— The blackneſs and darkneſs . 
which prevail in ſuch ſeaſons are repreſented by | © 


ſackcloth, which was worn by perſons in ancient 

times, as an evidence of their humiliation and ſor - 
Mrs. We . before us in their 
| myſtical 


— 


myſtical ſetiſe, you — bee farther a at 
the univerſal empire and uncontrollable power of 
the Meſſiah. He preſides over the awful civil 
commotions and terrible ſtorms with which the 
faints of the Moſt High have been allaulted, and 
that have involved them in perplexity and diſtreſs. 
Having brought them into ſtraits and difficulties. - 
which aſſume the moſt frowning aſpect; with the 
utmoſt eaſe he diſpels their fears, ans reſtores 
them to a ſtate of tranquillity and comfort. 
Often hath the political horizon ſeemed obſcure; 
often hath light been turned into darbneſs, ac- 
companied with diſtreſs of nations- The hea- 
vens lowred® and were clothed with blackneſs; 
when the Babylonian empire was overthrown 
when the Egyptians were given- into 'the hands 
of the Medes and Perſians and again when the 
flouriſhing kingdom of Syria, (having deſigned to 
exterminate the worſhippers of the true God,) was 
deſtroyed by the mighty One, who claims as his glo- 
rious prerogative, the covering of the heavens with 
blackneſs— In theſe auguſt terms doth God our. 
Saviour aſſert his ſupreme dominion; and thus doth 
he demonſtrate his power and glory by the deliyer- 
ances he had wrought for his people, and the cala- 
mities he had inflicted on their enemies. Who 
then that believes in the providence and record of 
God, is not fully perſuaded of the all- ſufficiency of 
the Saviour of the church, who avenges the wiongs 
done to them by their adverſaries; ? Who is not con- 
vinced of his conſummate ability to preſerve in ſafe- 
ty thoſe who put their truſt in him? While the con- 
templation of the glorious Redeemer” s power ſnould 
-adminilter conſolation to his people; it ought to 
ſtrike with awe and dread, the ungodly and the 
Wicked. Were power lodged in our hands, we 
might ſoon hurt ourtelves, and employ it to bad 
purpoſes; but in his hands it is always under 
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| —— | mes wy — thevJews, deſpiſed — —» 
of men, and abhorted by the nations, when athu- by 
Ax employed in his public miniſtry; it became ne- . 
ceſſary to explain this ſurpriſing phenomenon. It . 
is therefore affirmed that the neglect and contempt =: 
which he-ſuffered, was not owing to any deficien- 
ey on the part of this celebrated teacher, who Was 
| _ eminently qualified for. acqu a uk men with the 
will of Cod; in the knowledge of which. he.was 
perfectly inſtructed. This important qualifeatieoenn 
was not imp to him by any human teacher, | 5 
2 be acquire it in the {chools of philoſo- 
and orgtors, nor was it communicated to him 1 
the moſt eminent of the prophets, but by the \ | 
Se of the Lord God, to whom it is here atttibu- vo 
ted. He furniſhed him with ability to ſpeak with e 
- eaſe and perſpicuity, on the various ſubjects of which 
he had occaſion to diſcourſe, e . 
| moſt proper manner information, edific: x apd 1 
confolation to his hearers. This precious gift was 1 
conferred in a ſuperlative degree on Je Chriſỹt 
de great Þ et of the Lord, and the inſtructor - 
of the church, w > infinitely. excelled; all the other 
ſervants of God, i wiſdom. eloquence, and autho- 
rity. Endowed. with extraordinary diſce t, 
4 dence, A . * accommodated, i 


648 TURES N r Cab 


he embraced the moſt proper opportunities of dels 
vering them, and in the moſt attractive range 
municated them to his audience. n 
That] fbeuld know;'&e.. Jeſus/Chriſt vas to; 1 
dre as {kill and 2 effect, 32 Weg 
e grieved in their ſtrength 
Is pets A by the troubles they 1 5 wg ained, 7 
and who oppreſſed with the Furl of iniquity, are are 
longing for deliverance and conſolation; © Perſons 
of this deſcription, hd of all others moſt need en · 
couragement and comfort, were the eſpecial ob- 
jects of our Redeemer's condeſcending regard, and 
to them he ſometimes particularly addreſled his dif. 
eourſe. Among the many valuable gifts and qua- | 
_ hfications which the Meſſiah was to poſſeſo, this is 
one of the moſt excellent, that having perfect aca 
quaintanee with the ſtate of people's minds, and a- 
ble to give efficacy to the words of his mouth ; he ; 
could fo adapt his diſeourſe to their particular ſitu 
ations, as to afford relief to the feeble and dejected. 
He can ſo ſpeak to their hearts as to alleviate their 
burdens, diſpel their griefs, and prevent them from 
falling into deſpondency under a ſenſe of guilt, 
When his word comes with power, majeſty; and 
authority, and Ae the heart; he baniſhes 


their ſorroivs, he diſſipates their feats, he reſtores 27 
ſtrength to their ſouls, he revives their hopes, and - | 


grants them facred liberty peace and Joy.— May He, 
who is mighty in word and im deed, fo invigorate 
all our froutties, that under the preflare of affliction - 
we may neither deſpiſe the chaſtening of the Lord, 
nor faint when we are rebuked of him; and thus 
happily eſcape the dangerous rocks of preſumption 
and deſpair, © And as the gifts of knowledge, wiſ- 
dom, and ſpiritual diſoernment, poſſeſſed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, flow down from the head to the members 
of his body the church; let us be ſolicitous in our 
meaſure to poſſeſs thoſe” qualifications where with 
He was richly adorned; that in this as in other int 
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ployment of tlüis ſort i ns a 
real preferment,. and duty a higk Pri Hege. Be 
wakensth mornings by morning, &c,\PThis-expref - 

ſion ſeems to allude to the practice of eminent alli 
duous teachers, who carly in the mornitig/awake 
their ſcholars, that they may diligently apply their 

minds to ſtudy; and ho frequently excite-thernito 
cloſe attention to their inftruftions; as the beſt way 
to the attainment of knowledge. The words maß 
import, that the Meſſiah from his infant y ws Gon 
ſtantly inſtructed by the Lord Gofl and his Spirit; 
that ed day from motning tirtll evening he was 
ever preſent with him, illuminating his mind, and 
acquainting him with thoſe things Whick he was to 
communicate to his church. Such was his aſto- 
niſhing progreſs in learning, that at twelve years 
\of age, he Was employed about his heavenly Kg; 
theres buſineſs ; ſitting in the midſt eee 
hearing them, and ajking them que 

all that heard him were amazed at nien : 

ing and anſwers. After this illuſtrious teavher en- 

ttered on hisjpublic miniſtrations, thoſe Who attend 
ed to his ineom diſcourſes bare him witneſi _ - 
and wondered at the gracidus words that proceedl-. 

_ ed out of bis mouth; His intimate acquaintances = 

With the moſt ſublime ſubjecis ; he does not ſcem 

© like other prophets to have acquired by man f 

dreams and viſious, hut to have been led to the 

knowledge of divine truths, ute the Goofy nent 
illumination of the Holy $ Spirit inceſſantly afforded 

him from da to day, ONT en 

le wakeneth\mine'ear, . [Men of greatcam 15 
city and extepſire erudition, receive the 135 
tion communicated to them with cloſe attention, U 
with clear perception; often revolving irr their mi BE 

what they have beard; that they may improve it "i 
to their own ad vantage, aud be the more capable” 

of imparting knowledge to the illiterate. Po ſueh 
diligent and careful attention was the eur of Meſ- 
13 _ te might be . 


1 for 


— 


Ke eee ee Re san. 


- ouſly liſtened to all the diſcoveries of the divine will 
that were given to him, he fully underſtood them, 


ed Y back. '% 


Car, &c. to bearken to the command he hath gi = 
me, to which I am prepared to yield a prompt 


dience to the Sovereign will of 


oN TR ce 


he often meditated upon them, and with admira- 
ble prudence communicated them to thoſe who at. 
tended him. This important benefit poſſeſſed by. 


our great Mediator, we ought to de ſolicitous in 


ſome good meaſure to enjoy, that we may profit 


by the inſtructions which i in n ey we "ys 


ceive from the Moſt e 5 15 


5 The LORD God: 8 ah mino 
ear, and I was not e once dro 


The readineſs and ci with ch the 3 


Redeemer of mankind executed the important work 


to which he was deſtined by Jehovah, is in this-yerſs 
ſtrongly expreſſed.— hf Lord God hath opened mino 


chearful obedience, notwithſtanding the immenſe - 
difficulties that muſt be ſurmqunted in order to ful- 


fil his commiſſion. This ack of of Jehovah toward the 


Meſſiah, is deſcriþed in ſimilar terms by the pro- 


phet David in his fortieth Ode, at ver. 6. Mme 
© ears haſt thou opened. The words are thus ex- 155 


plained by the writer of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
chap. x. 5. where ſpeaking 'of | the Son of God 
coming into this world, he be ſaith, A body haſt: 


thou prepared me.“ Theſe ſeveral e N 


perfectly harmonize, and denote the preparation 
requiſite, that the Lord of g Ok Fade yield obe 

Father who ſent 
him. For this d the Lord God fogmed for 


him a human body, one principal organ of which | 
is mentioned by our prophet in plate of the whole 
© Corporeal ſyſtem. - The phraſe here uſed is ſigni- 


ficant and proper, becauſe it is impoſlible that he 


5 could have done the wil 15 OE had not a bodyi 


veſt}. 


open to receive 1 The words plainly in- 
timate, that all neceſſary proviſion was made = 3 
he might be capable of fulfilling the will of =” 
and of aceom pliſhin the arduous work which . 
given him — he j eee 1 


fore are ſet forth both prophet and apoltle in 


theſe words, Then ſaid I. Lo, I come ta do th 

* will, O God. The whole aſtoniſhing plan of l. 
vation with the qualifications pofſefſed by the Savi- 
our for its complete execution, originate in the 


Lord God, who prepared for his dn Son a human 


—— — 


Wee of hid miniſtry he declared, K 4 
meat is to do the will of him that ſent me, and 
t finiſh his work * Jeſus Chriſt was hungry, and . 


[Fs f ; ; # ems ha —_ 


| body, dy meant af which it was 2 mn" ved 


the fulneſs of tine. | 

And T was not rebellious, &e. Much more is intend:- 
ed than expreſſed. The Meſſiah far from oppoſing 
the will of Jehovah, or turning back from tlie 5 5 
aſſigned him, yielded perfect obedience to the com- 


mands he received of the Father. The firſt words 
that he uttered,” recorded in . DEST. | 


memorable. Though they were lately quoted, 1 


will repeat them. They were addreſſed to his mo- 
ther, to whom he ſaid Wilt you not that I muſt 
be about my Father's bufineſs? Though he had 


been ſubject to his parents, he gave her to know. 
that he had a Father infinitely higher than her, 
who had intruſted him with the execution of a work 


of which ſne did not ſeem to be aware, to which . 


every other matter was to be kept in ſubſeryieney.: - 


had ſent to market for proviſion, in the meantinie; - | - 


the moſt delicious meat was given him, for | 6 i 


he had the higheſt reliſh; aaa, the ſaving of a 


ſoul from death, and covering a multitude ot 9 


This he ſaid was his meat, tlie food that he moſt 
deſired, and which was perfectly ſuited to his taſte. 


Hu the n e Proſpekt ef att x, 
5.9 12 9 


i 


6 © YLECTURES en. Ow 


: _ conntering the greateſt difficult, fuch washinſub; 
7 miſſi ve language; * As the Father hath commanded 
me, even ſo I do *.“ Nor did the near view ofthemolt 
_ excruciating ſufferings, make him ſhrink back'from 
finiſhing the arduous enterpriſe in which he waserign- 
ged. Such were hisinvinciblefortitude and magnani- 
mity, ſuch were his intenſe deſires for the completion 
of his glorious deſign of ſaving them that were loſt; 
that he informed his diſciples he muſt go to Jeruſa- 
lem, the place where he was to ſuſtain the moſt 
. dreadful ſufferings, and to ſubmit to the moſt ago. 
nizing death, ''Though with infinite eaſe he could 
base ſhook the pillars of heaven, and buried his e 
nemies in the wreck of the world, whilſt he himfelf 
flood ſafe amid the ruins, he generouſly. forgave 
| them, and bleſſed his Father for giving him cbun- 
el do perſiſt in the reſolution of laying down tits 
. _ life for them. Aftoniſhing grace! Incomparable | 
ſubmiſſſon! Who does not 4 ſuch determmed 
55 firmneſs? Who will turn his back upon ſuch a $a- 
„„ een would on e N e 
4. Eur, of love's” fy, 7, | 


. WT, 0 . 
5 Benz to them that plucked off the hair: 4 
+” kid not my face from ſhame and ſpitting! ' 


C Some of the great indignities ties and i injuries which 
the Meſſiah was patiently to endure in his humbled 
- Aiafe axe here ſpecified ; ſome of the circumſtances 
of ignominy and pain to which he was patiently to 
ſabmit are exactly delineated. —T gave my back 1 
the ſmiters. The plowers plowed upon my back, 
. they made long their furrows, may Iſrael now ſayl 
ch is the intimate union fubſiſting between Jeſus 
Chriſt and his church, that what is faid concerning 
the one frequently admits of an application to the 
other. A remarkable inſtance of the truth of this 
* dec = the N 1 now You LY 
the 


* 


_ of. 1524 when! Pilate this Roman e 
wer Pisse g aeg as it is written John xix 4, 
i ay cheek, &c. Though this particular in- 
tance of contempt is not explicnly- 
the hiſtory of our Lord ſu yet there is n 
reaſbn to doubt of its having been literally fulfilled, 
when the chief prieſts and elders delivered him to 
BI 
fy, when all things written in the, Prophets o 
Wepa e of man were (ac: 
not my fate from ſhame,” Nc. Ho manifald were 
the inſtanc es of ſcorn and derifion offered: to the 
Meſſiah; ta which he ſubmitted with 1avincible 
8 and conſtancy: He bare re. 
„and ſhame covered his 3 he — 
ng of the drunkard; he became a 
| 1 to his brethren. Tow trig beyond 
meaſure to' a great mind are the vile indigni | 
mentioned by our Prophet! Teen me: 4 
_ faid Who Tuftained them, Reproach hath broken 
my heart; and I am full of heavineſs. From theſe 
inſults, however, he did not hide or turn 
away his face, but on the contrary fuſtained them 
with fortitude and magnanimity.+-Relying on the 
merits of his obedience and death, ee | 
after him, bearing his reproactt ; ten 2 | 
thifing with eee ainful ignomwy to Js 
which: he ſubmitted for our ſakes, and fuſtaijung 


with determined "firmneſs all the reproaanbes, o 


which we W on Sewon, en e e | 
wa him. 8. 8 ö 
7 For het: God: wil Ka me; e 


$34 GE ee e 
have 1 ſer my face like'a flint, and 1 ken 


that | ſhall not be aſhamed, - Sele, ae 8 25 


1 


mentioned isn 


àrduous work ſhould be attended that he was enga- 


4 ſhame and confuſion of face. With this 
aſſurance the event exactly correſponded; for no 


| ods: forcibly expreſs the unſhaken firmneſs and 


pendence on u for albiſtance; and his afured | 
confidence of the glorious ſucceſs with which the 


ged to execute. Firmly relying on the Lord God 


who had given him the tongue of the learned, who 
had opened his ear, and prepared for him a body, 
that he would grant him all neceſſary. nid, he tri- 

umphs in the proſpect of enjoying his help and ſup- 


port. The inſpired writer of the twenty-ſecond 
pſalm, after ae. related the circumſtances of his 


| pan, introduces him with this requeſt, * Be not 


hou far from me, O Lord; O my ſtrength, haſte 


r Nor did he aſk in vain; for 


the Lord God aſſiſted him, and carried him honour- 


of earth and hell ſnall not be able to diſconcert the 
meaſures that I adopt, nor to fruſtrate the deſig - 8 
have formed; no circumſtances ſhall give rife to 


' — ing 


oppoſition could defeat his intention; he "finiſhed 
tranſgreſſion, he vanquiſhed his enemies, he loſt 
none of thoſe given him to redeem, and ee to 


himſelf ge. of glory and honour. . 


"Therefore have 1 fet-my fact like. flies; - Thats - 


conſtancy of the great Redeemer in reſiſting the vi- 
rulent oppoſition / with which: he had: to Contend. 


conquerable intrepidity, that the inveterate malice ' 


and combined power of his / adverſaries could not 


make the ſmalleſt impreſſion on his mind, or pre- 


vent him from proſecuting the benevolent — —4 
he had formed. Neither fear nor fore could in 


me leaſt retard his exertions. Some great men have 8 


"diſcovered amazing firmneſs and courage in encoun- 
tering dangers. Leonidas being told that the Per- 


ſian archers with whom he had to fight were ſonu- 
me that t arrows would, darken the * 


ably through. all his trials apd ſufferings.— Theft, 
fore ſhall I not be con founded. The . — powers 


Such was his undaunted reſolution, ſuch his un- 


eee eee he; we fall ther Gbr i a 
the ſhade. The heroic bra of this celebrated 
warrior, all circumſtances confi ered, i : "oe wr | 
to he compared to the calm inſuperable ; 
mity- and intrepidity diſplayed by —.— el 
many memorable occaſions. Recollect the me | 
he ſent to Herod the king; his aſcent to Feel 
| he knew he was to- endure: the moſt excru- 
| ciating ſufferings; and the greatneſs of mind he diſ- 
played when he met thoſe who were ſent to appre- 
hend him. and you may ſee this ma e _ 
_ ably verified. 2 ſtruggle, the 85 
er and the. longer the conteſt, the more illuf 
th „ are the virtues of the Se e 
the more [glorious the victory. 
And 1 tnotu that I 5hall nat be arbames. - | Sans 
(aich the proverb) is the promotion of fools; this 
s all the preferment to which they may expect to 
be advanced. It is added as a contraſt to this max 
im, But the wiſe ſhall. inherit glory.“ This re- 
| ——. was eminently verified in Jofos u Qbritt, Who, 
notwithſtanding: the utmoſt efforts af his inveterate 
enemies to reuder him odious and oontemptible, yet 
by all their. malęvolent exertions could never ſhew. 
Cauſe why, he ſhould have been-aſhamed. He per- 
ſectly knew that his glorious goſpel was to triym 5 
oyer error, and to be publiſhed: to all nations for 
2 obedience of faith that his predictions, prom 
and threatenings were to be punQuually fulfill 
ed and though according to the will *God bo | 
was to die by the hands of men, he was y.to 
aboliſh ſin and death. to riſe riumphant frona me 
dead, and to reign in eternal glory. 
fore, might he ſay, I know that I not be 
5 med. Nor ſhall they be confounded, who, havi 4 
obtained help from God, ſurmount with — 24 F. 
ned reſolution. the difficulties that they meet with 
in the path of duty. Such may 0 fay with 
God's erant. Dani, * Then ne 
b e e 50 med 


4 4. 1 


. * - ' 7 
\ g . . | 
4 : a 
% 5 8 * 
A ” 


*. 


04. when 1 have ae n f commands 8 


ments A | 
le 


8 * is near chat juſticeth Wes ei 
contend with me? ler us ſtand together; who 
17 mine adverſary? ? let him come near to me. 0 


The Meſſiah expieties: his firm benden mer | 


hd. ſhould be honourably acquitted from all the en- 


lumnies and injuries with which he was moſt unde- 

ſervedly loaded, and boldly defies his adverſuties to. 
bring forward any ju ſt ground of accuſation a 

En- fir (nav ien fuſtifieth me, who will not 


only judge all men by the law written in their 


hearts, the Jews by the law of Moſes, and his ele 
according to the law of graee; but who will judge 
me according to the law given me as Mediator, and 
vindicate his rightebus ſervant from the fbul afper- | 
fions thrown out againſt him. He wil openly ue - 
knowledge that I never ſaid or did any thing that 
- was not perfectly agreeable to the commandment 
I received from him; be will bring forti my 
righteouſneſs as the light, and thy judgment us the 
noon day. This ſentiment is explicitly aſſerted by 
our Saviour, in the twelfth chapter of the'\goſpelby 
John, 49th and goth: verſes; For E have not ſpo- 
* ken of myſelf: om the -Pather which ſent me, he 
„gave me a commandment, what 1 ſhould fay, 
« and what 1 fhould fpeak. And 1 know that Nis 
e © commandment'is' life Evetkaſting; whatſoeyer 1. 
1 4 8 even as the Father ſaid unté tie, 
1 1 peak.“ Many heihous erimes were charged 
a A him by his malicious petſecutors; many evil 
furmifes were ſpread abroad <oncetning!hin.” He | 
was ſaid to be à glutton, 4 wine biber u friend of 
publieans and ſinners, a ſedueer of the ped ple and 
FPoſſeſſed wirh a devil. Theſe and other heavy char. 
ges the Phariſees and thofe who joined thein brought - 
Sins; e aul tlie had Wr con- 


Pl exix, 6. . - | 1 


657 
as their TEE FINS fall accuſa- 
tions laid againſt him, he was confident. that the 
righteous judge of all the earth would abſolve him, 
Accordingly he was fully acquitted by the ſuprems 
Judge of che world, who was always near tg protec 

5 by his providenge from the hoſtile defigns of - 

his enemies, and to impart to him confuminate wil: 
dom, amiable gaodneſs, fincontrollable' power, and 
divine Aenne, by the abundant-communications 
of his Spirit. Theſe tranſcendent excellencies were 
duanifeſt at all times in his conduct. in his diſcourſes, 

and niiracles. In his ſufferings and death the moſt 
illuſtrious proofs were exhibited of the divine pte- 
fence that ever attended bim, which atteſted his 
majeſty and innocence, and demonſtrated that he 

Was indsed the Son of God. Befides, by hib refitr- | 
E and aſcenſion to the right 
of with their joyful conſequences, he 
was denlared to be the true Meſſiah, and the Son 


o God with power. / Therefore the whole houſe 


£ of lirael: opg it toknow afſuredly, that God Hath 
+ made e Tale Jeſus Who Was erüifed, both Lord 
and Chriſt &. In this manner did God the Father 
hear [witneſs to him, ani juſtify him opeply before 
the pecple. —Theſe words of Jeſus Chriſt Which I 
bave nau illuſtrated may be adopted with joy and 
_ triumph 12 true Chriſtian. God who juſti- 
; Hes me, ( muy he ſa y)xho delivers from condemna-' 
tion and wrath, e accepts of me thro” 
bis belaved e eee to grant what I call 
Hon Bare taipreſerve and ailift; autor qc! 40 
_enfich; 0 Comfort and felicitate.; Having the Lord 
on\myNide]\Þ will nov fear nor be: ified. | Bert 
% "ku eee with mf Having'exprefled his 
_ firm: confidence in the ſaxoour' 'and+/proteftion'of 
Jehovahz the Meſftah proceeds to challth ge lis e- 
nemies to combat with bim. Who ene, \ 
ſtrive with me, to call in queſtion eithe? my 
5 kc PPE Ont EEE am enga 


| execute? ff 


ths ; 5 P 


1 


| vanity of every haſtile attempt that can be made a 


* cee of the Ae 


n 11 any are diſpoſed to enquire: into the ; 


juſtice of my claim, the truth that I affirm, or the 


authority by which I a&-—Ler us and together, that 


the matter in diſpute may be fully repreſented, and 
fairly e. Who is mine adverſary, that will be 


ſo audacious as bring any charge againſt me that he 
can ſubſtantiate ; relative to my character, or the 
important enterpriſe in which 1 am embarked, and 4 


which Jam obliged to execute Let him came neum 


0 me, that I may know with whom I have to do, 


and that the controverſy may be juſtly determined 
and - he ſhall gertainly be ee of the folly and 


gainſt me. Such was the herois courage of Jeſus, _ 


Chriſt; that he was not intimidated by lis enemies; 


he boldly ſet them ät defiance, and, when he judgs. 


ed proper, replied with firmneſs and fortitude to all 
the accuſations they brought againſt him. Nays. ' 
ſuch is the happy influence of his invincible mags, 
nanimity, that a portion of the noble ſpirit where, 


by he was animated hath deſcended upon his“ Fol- 


lowers, who in language ſimilar to his have glorieq : 


in their ſuperiority to every adverſe power. Heat | 


the triumphant exclamation of the apoſtle: of the. 
Gentiles, ko himſelf had been accuſed of being a. 


of ſedition, Whd 


ent fellow, and a 


peltite: mover 
« thall Jay any thing to the charge of God's elect? 


It is God that jaſtifieth ; Who is he that condem. 


* neth *? He challenges all the creatures in the 2 
univerſe to lay any thing to his charge that could 
deprive him of confidence in God. and an inttzreſt 995 
in his favour. By this eminent ſervant of God; u .jũ 
had imbibed the Spirit of his divine maſter, Chriſti- 


ans are taught to [repel the: unjuſt acchſatious of 


quit from condemnatign, if he 
and accept, who and where is he tha wr . 


9 e 
* * Row: wii 33, 34. 


their adverſaries, in humble reliance on God 72 1 ? 
Saviour. If the ſupreme Legiſlator . ho 7 5 


{ 


All ſhall wax old as rn J ThE. moth! ſhall 
, them up. ine t Os OG 


The ae we FE given to os PE . 


receding verſe, is hete rene ted by the Meſſial 
i 250 points ont the grounds of his unſhaken, con. 

dence, The Lord God omnipotent, hath repeated- 
ly given me the moſt explicit afſurances of his oon. 
tinual aid and ſupport, und therefore 1 canpot fail 
t6'obrain ſucceſs 25 ia 
on his 1 romiſed all. ſufficient elp, 1 again aſk,— 
Why is he that sball condemn me, of bring” 
me a 2 8 of Are crime that he can Verify, 


ain 1 4745 15 nity, a} 
pen ig bis trofl in 1 divine power and fai 


1efs, employ s. 455 55 e compariſon that'is here. 
rn 6 Flamm ol, of the erith, but thou 


«ftialt* endure; 505 Aue uh em ſha! nt like & 


* garment, as a veſture W 5 thou change them. | 
and the . ſhall be changed.” At the time appoint= 
"wiſdom, after che heavens and 1 


+ at by in 
cath” have ſerved the purpoſes, for-which'they 


ereated, they ſhall be laid aſide at an old worn out 
5 gatment, which bath loſt its beauty, firmneſs, and 
utility. By the ſame alluſion, the Meſſiah rgpre- : 
' ſents the feeble decayed ſtate to which his enemies 


who contended; with him ſhall be reduced; —T; 5. 
moth shall eat them up. Though a very. feeble in- 


ſeck almoſt. deſtitute of ſubſtance; vet it quickly, . 


conſumes the ſtrongeſt garments. In like manner 


the adyerlaries. of Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be ſpeedily. . 


conſumed by the weakeſt inſtruments. They ma 8 
_ foolithly imagine that they are able to, conten 
with bim, whereas th meaneſt creature that he 


Fee to OWE * Jghteous vengeance, | 
| 5 | | certainly 


P52 
= 


9 Behold, the LORD God will help me 
who it he thit ſhall condemn me? lo, they 


© n firm Tos | 


1 ps 921 8855 of con-. 
1 wax 1 5 „The 25 Y 


certainly ae them. Divine [judgments ſhall 
ſeeretly eat out, their ftrength, e aſte their beauty, | 
e * 


and render them uncapable of King an valua- 
purpoſe. And as t garment breeds the mol 


5 


. Which effectually deſtroys it; ſo thoſe who oppatd | 


* orious Redeemer, foſter in their -n boſoms 
Leds of thoſe corrupt paſſions, which bring ups 


97 chem conſuming calamitieg. By this paſſage of 


ſeripture, we are inſtructed from what ſources we 
ought to derive encouragement, When we enga 
in any arduous ſexvice, we ought, . to 92 b 
to e us for ny work he aſſigns, to 


10 7 re ir . 1 10 Hs 8 „ 
LORD, chat obeyeth the voice 'of his ſer⸗ 
vant, that walketh in darknels, and hath ha 
light? let him truſt in the Tn f the 


190 


. and "tay upon Hyg! God, 925 1 | 


4 


n N prophetically repreſented the treat- 
[als which the Meſſiah was to receive from the 
Jens; 12 directs his diſcourſe to-both the ee 
which that people were compoſed:; Hamely,.t 
| righteous and ed ual He. begins with. 1 eſ⸗ 
ſing good and comfortable words to the upright a- 
mong them, in order to ſolace their anxious dejec- 


ted minds. ¶ ho is among you that ſeureth the Lord? 


The oor of the Lord wing: is n con- 


5 fiſts 


A 


Fd 


mingles with joy, and ſo moderates it that we ves 


led ſovereigu and 


of the righteobs;3 and who ane tertifitd- at 


ſiſts in ee an leis Maste in 
bumble veneration of: his divine | exeellencies, ag 


companied with prufound ſubmiſſion to his ſupretine = 
authority. It is implanted in the human heart by 


the bleſſell God himſell; z it is the beginning of wil. 
dom, it diſpoſes to d from evil, and produtes 
the moſt important effects bofh on che temper and 
conduct. It blends its operations with the exexcile 
of every other grace. It intermixes with faith, and 
renders it fruitful; any. ee with love, and pre- 
vents it from becoming ecure; it unites with. hope; 
and: keeps it from ſwelling into preſumption; it 


joice with trembling. It extends its benign influ- 
ence through every department of divine worſhig, 
and ſo occupies the mind with awful reſpect for = 
God, as excites to caution and cireumſpeQion: ia 
every ſituation and ſervice; whilſt it oheriſhes amĩ · 
able humility in the divine: preſence. It 1s: increa- 
ſed and eſtabliſhed by. frequently contraſting our 
impurity with the perfect holineſs of Jehovah ; our 
meanneſs with his infinite grandeur, our weakneſs 
with his omnipotence, our folly with his conſum- 
mate wiſdom, our emptineſs with his inexhauſli- 
ble fulneſs. From all which it is evident, that the 
fear:;of the Lord » to his; ſervants; is-very 
different from that ſeryile dread of God as an affen- 
whereby the ſecurity t 
_ tranſpreffors is difturbed; and a loud alarm of dari» 
ger feaches their conſciences. It is alſo eſſentiall/ 
diſtinguiſned from that perplexing timidity hien 

is ſometimes felt by the würkers of iniquity} .who | 
are in great fear becauſe; God is in the — WY 


thoughts of God wWhom they have contemned; - | 
From ———ů ——- 5 
'of God ure often denominated in ſeriptureπ als 
men freduently bear the name of the particular bu. | 
1 hey are chietly eniployeds;; o tho 

live and act under the governing influence : H 


nne for * with — propriety cha- 
125 racteriſed 


* 


0 Lord God, that 3 to thy — _ | 

put thy fear into our hearts, that enn 0 
That obeyetb the voice e The Mat et 
Gah frequently. mentioned in -theſe prophecies as 


the ſervant of Jehovah, is I ſuppoſe the perſon wha ' 


is here chiefly intended. Though confidered: as 
Mediator and Redeemer, he ſuſtains this character, 
yet he poſſeſſes abſolute right to command, and his 
peculiar people are bound by the ſtrongeſt ties to 
obey his voice. God hath ſet i him King over his 
| holy hill of Zion. He is the great Prophet that 
God hath raiſed up, who hath ſpoken to us all that, 
he commanded him: He % his beloved Son, to 


whom Jehovab hath required us to hearken All. 1 


gently, and to yield obedience. To obey his voice. - 
is to liſten attentively to his inſtructions, and ſo to 
underſtand them as to become wiſe unto ſalvation. 
It is to receive the law from his mouth, and te lay 
up his word in our hearts, that we fin. not againſt 
him. It is to yield chearful unlimited ſubjectin 


to whatſoever he hath commanded ; convinced that 


is it is our duty, honour, and intereſt to do his will. 
_ Senſible that all his precepts which relate either to 
the exerciſe of the heart, or the fruits of holineſs 


and righteouſneſs in the life, are-proofs of his gra- 


cCious regard for our happineſs ; we ought in al 
things to approve ourſelves to our great Lord and 
Maſter in heaven! Such is the habitual delightful 
employment of thoſe who obey the voice of God's 
ſervant, Who hath explicitly: declared, that the ob- | 
| ſervance of his laws is the beſt evidence of that ſu. 
pteme affection which he juſtly demands. He 
1 that hath my com mand ments (faith/be) and keep- 
eth them, he it is that loveth me; and again, if ye 
ede me; keep my commandments.“ Gratitude to 
wich for his benefits, and a ſenſe of his authoritamq. 
 diſpoſes thoſe who are his diſciples indeed to keep- 
7 88 ** ITN hislaw after HERNE: 
94 ple dt TA 500 4 man; 
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 man.—Perſons of this deſcription may occaſionally 
fall into the ſtate mentioned in the following words, 
That 1walketh in darkneſs, &c. Every intelligent 
reader of the Bible muſt have obſerved, that dark- 
neſs and light are often ſpoken of in ſcripture i in a 
figurative ſenſe, that the former denotes trouble 
and perplexity, and that the latter ſignifies the op- 
poſite ſtate of ſerenity, happineſs, and joy. This 
ſeems plainly to be the meaning of theſe: terms ii 
the expreſſions before us. Thoſe who fear the Lord 
and obey his voice, are ſometimes involved in di. 
treſs, deſtitute of tranquillity and conſolation. Af- 
flicted in their perſons or families, in their friends 
or poſſeſſions, haraſſed by manifold temptations and 
corrupt paſſions, oppreſſed with a ſenſe of guilt, 
afraid of the awful threatenings denounced in the 
word of God, and difquieted by the accufations of 
their conſciences; ; they cannot perceive their inte- 
reſt in the divine favour and love, nor ſee hy what 
way they may emerge from their troubles, and ob- 
tain deliverance. In this forlorn ſituation, though 
they indulge not in ſullen ſadneſs, nor repine at 
divine diſpenſations, their ſatisfaction - and] Joy are 
impaired by ſolitude and anxiety, their hope is en- 
feebled. by diſappointment, and their confidence. 
weakened by the difficulties with which they are 
embarraſſed...” Though the divine proceduie in 
this inſtance may be the ſubject of mournful com- 
plaint, when the important purpoſes are rightly 
conſidered, that may thereby be promated by in- 
finite wiſdom and love, the afflition will be great-- 
Ty alleviated, and light will ſpring up out of obſou- 
- rity. Unto the upright who walk on in their i inte 
grity; light ariſeth in darkneſs, For the Lord wi 
not caſt off for ever. But though he cauſe grief, yet 
* will he have compaſſion according to the multi- 
c tude of his mercies &. By allowing his people to 
Fall into ſuch diſtreſſing e the bleſſed 
. God diſplays his glorious TY. Hick: ; he ſubdues 
5h e ED ; WP ; | their 
8 „Lm. iii. 3, 32 9 8 


66% LECTURES rs Chap L. 


their corrupt paſſions; he exerciſes and improves | 
their graces ; and teaches them highly to prize his 


mercies, and the light'of his countenance.—In this 
ſtate they greatly need [upport and reliet, for ob- 
taining which to each of them, it is ſaid, 


Let him truf#' in the Lord, &c, [Theſe two ex- NT 
preſſions which point out the duty of thoſe who 
walk in darkneſs are of ſimilar import, the latter 
ferving to explain and inforce the former. To truſt | 
in the Lord, and to ſtay upon God, is not raſhly 


to preſume on the divine goodneſs, or to entertain 


deluſive hopes of the favour and protection of Je- 

hovah, whilſt we provoke his diſpleaſure, by adopt- 

ing. meaſures to obtain deliverance, that he hath, 
rohibited. It is not like the chief men in Jernſa- 


lem, to judge for reward, to teach for hire, and ta 


divine for money, and yet to lean upon the Lord 
and ſay, Is not the Lord among us? none evil can 


come upon us *. It is not to bleſs ourſelves in our 
hearts and to ſay, We ſhall have peace, though 


—— 2 ; 0 
* =" 


we walk in the imagination of our evil hearts F. 


This is not to truſt upon God, but upon lying va- 


nities. To truſt in Jehovah, is in the diligent per- 


' formance of duty, and the faithful i improvement of 


appointed means, with firm perſuaſion of the di- 


vine goodneſs and power, to place entire depen- 


dance on the Almighty, to prevent the evils we 
fear, to remove thoſe which we feel and to beſtow 


every good thing neceſſary to deliverance and hap- | 


pineſs. It is in the exerciſe of humble believing 
expectation, to repoſe unſuſpecting confidence in 


the attributes, providence and promiſes, of Jeho- 


vah, which frees from perplexing doubts, deſpon- 
ding fears, and diſquieting diſcouragements. It is 
to look to our Maker, and to have reſpect to the 
Holy One of Iſrael; it is to caſt our burden upon 


the Lord, and to rely on him for the ſeaſonable 


communication of every promiſed bleſſing ſuited ta 
par Gxcunitances. his truſt * to be: fixed, 


+ 


. Micah iii. I7, | Deut. xxix. 19. 
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In the name of the Lord, i. e. in Jehovah himſelf, | 
who manifeſts his glorious perfections in delivering 
thoſe who put their truſt in him. This is the mean- 


ing of the expreſſion in the directory for prayer gi- 


ven by Jeſus Chriſt, where he teaches to ſay, | 


Hallowed be thy name.“ Let the God of heaven 
and earth with his infinite excellencies, be ſuitably 


acknowledged, ſanctified and honoured, through- 
out the whole world. As men are diſtinguiſhed 


one from another by their names, ſo the Moſt High 
God is known by the revelations he hath vouch- 


"fafed to give of himſelf, which afford fatisfying 
proofs of his infinite majefty and glory, and exhi- 


it him as the proper object of truſt and dependance, 


In his omnipotence we may ſafely contide. All 
other ſupports may fail, but he is the rock of ages, 
and they who rely on him, ſhall never be moved. 
If we ſpeak of ſtrength, lo, he is ſtrong. By the 
word of his power he made the worlds, and upholds 
them in exiſtence. Many aftoniſhing deliverances 


hath he wrought for his church. In the perſon, 


the life, the death, and reſurrection of Immanuel; 


in the converſion, ſanctification, and preſervation 
of his people, to his everlaſting kingdom, his glo- 
rious power is nobly diſplayed. When therefore 


you that fear God are in perplexity and trouble, . 


. truſt in the Lord; commit yourſelves to him who - 


is able to do for you exceeding abundantly above 
all that you can aſk or think.-In his goodneſs, we 


may place unſuſpecting confidence. He is incom- 
parably good, good unto all, eſpecially unto them 
that hope in his mercy, in whatever condition they 
are placed. When walking in darkneſs, he can 
eaſily diſpel the gloom, and cauſe the day fpri 


from on high to viſit them. When in trouble, 6e 


can revive and fend relief; in temptation he can - 


ſuccour and deliver. When oppreſſed by a ſenſes \ - 
of guilt and depravity, he is ready to forgive and 


to heal every ſpiritual diſtemper. When diſtreſſed 


uith fears of death, he will be with you, * . 
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his rod and ſtaff to comfort you. No want fo great 
that he cannot ſupply, no difficulty ſo urgent from 
which he cannot extricate, no deſire ſo large that 
he cannot gratify, no bleſſing ſo precious that he 
will refuſe to grant. Truſt then in the Lord, that 
he will beſtow all that you are diſpoſed aright to - 
receive, and your expectations ſhall not be diſap- 
pointed. —On his faithfulneſs we ought firmly to 
rely. He is the God of truth, for whom it is im- 
poſlible to lie; one title of his word ſhall not fail of 
receiving its full accompliſhment. He is faithful 
who hath promiſed, who alſo will perform. He 
who poſſeſſes Almighty power and conſummate 
goodneſs, can never be deſtitute of ability and in- 
clination- to fulfil the promiſes he hath made to. 
advance the intereſts of his people. In all ages and 
in every condition, they have experienced his con- 
ſtancy and fidelity, inſomuch that no one inſtance 
can be ſpecified wherein the Lord hath failed to 
confer the good things he hath promiſed. Truft 
in Jehoyah at all times, ye people pour out your 
heart before him, God is a refuge for us. z 
And ftay upon his God, with whom he that fear- 
eth the Lord ſtands intimately connected in the moſt 
_ endearing relations. He is thy gracious. F ather, 
who gave thee being, breath, and all things; who 
regenerated thee by his Spirit, and, admitted thee 
into his divine family. He is thy faithful friend, 
EO who by all the diſpenſations of his providence and 
grace will certainly advance thy happineſs and fal- 
vation. He is thy God, whoſe perfections and pro- 
vidence ſhall be employed to promote thy beſt in- 
tereſts, who himſelf will be thy exceeding great 
reward, and for ever enrich thee with ſubſtan- 
tial proofs of his favour, that is better than life. 
mut then, in the Lord, and wait patiently 
for him; fret not thyſelf becauſe | of him that 
« proſpereth in his way. Delight thyſelf, allo, in · 
20 * En, and he ſhall give-thee, the deſires of 


. I heart; commit thy way unto the Lord, le 
| | * alſo 
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* alſo in him, and he ſhall bring it to paſs &. Stay 

and reſt upon him, and he will diſpel your per- 
plexing fears and ſorrows; hope in him, and you 
mall yet praiſe him who i is the Hole df ng? been 


| 4 | tettance and your TOE: 


Tx Betiold, all ye ee kindle a 88 — 
compaſs yourſelves about with ſparks: walk 
in the light of your fire, and in the ſparks 
that ye have kindled. This ſhall ye have of 
mine hand; ye ſhall lie down 1 in {crrow. 


Our Prophet concludes this portion of his RT | 
lent diſcourſe. by ſolemnly declaring, that the adver- 
' faries of the kingdom of God, who walk in the evil 
ways of their own hearts, ſhall certainly periſh. To 
this momentous intereſting ſubject, which ought to 
be conſidered with the utmoſt provident ſolieitude, 

he demands ſerious attention. The perſons who 
are eſpecially addreſſed are thus N deſcri-. 
bed All ye that kindle a fire, &c. Theſe words, 
which ought not to be literally dene are uſed 
ſymbolically, to repreſent the artful devices formed 
by wicked people, whereby they aim- to comfort 
themſelves under awful denunciations of terrible 
judgments which ſhall be inflicted upon them, if 
divine mercy and true repentance do not intervene. 
— That compaſs. yourſelves about with ſpars, or, ac- 
cording to the tranſlation of the late biſhop of Lon- 

don, who heap the fuel round about.” In either 
ſenſe the words ſtrongly intimate the perſevering 
aſſiduity with which perſons of this deſcription en- 
deavour by i improper means to ſolace themſelves, 
and to harden their minds againſt the complicated 
miſeries which they refuſe to adopt proper meaſures 
to eſcape. They likewiſe point out the inefficacy 
of all the vain expedients and ill. judged attempts 
of obſtinate tran] ee to attain the the ends they 

* | 15 nave - 
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have in view, and to acquire ſubſtantial comfort. 

To people of this deſcription God ſaith by his ſer- 
vant, 1 1 5 7 Ein e he 
Mall in the light of the fire, &c. This direction 
is plainly ironical, and imports the reverſe of what 
it ſeems to recommend. Expreſſions of this fort we 
fometimes meet with in ſcripture, of which a re- 
markable inſtance occurs in the Prophecies of E- 
zekiel, chap. xx. 39. As for you, O houſe of If- 
 * rae], thus ſaith the Lord God, Go ye, ſerve every 
© one his idols, &c. God had explicitly required 
them to refrain from the ſervice of idols; but after 


they had obſtinately perſiſted in this prohibited 
practice, the more effectually to convince them of 


their wickedneſs, he ſarcaſtically tells them every 
one to go ſerve his idols. In the ſame ſenſe the 
words before us are to be explained, of which this 
ſeems to be the import. Proceed to take every ad- 
vantage you can derive from the fooliſh devices you 
have framed, whereby Fou flatter yourſelves, of ob- 
taining the gratification of thoſe deluſive expecta- 
tions, that you cheriſh of enjoying ſafety and tran- 
quillity. Go on in the ruinous courſe that you have 
choſen, act under the influence of the bad princt- 
ples you have adopted, and try to acquire all the 
benefits you can reap from your vain imaginations, 
Remember, however, that all your deluſory ſchemes 
ſhall be fruſtrated, and ultimately terminate in the 
confuſion and deſtruction of their authors and abet- 
, | | N 


Ti. ſhall ye have of mine hand, &c. The Lord 
God peremptorily aſſures thoſe who endeavour to 
fortify themſelves by vain confidences againſt his 
threatened judgments, that he will feverely puniſh 
them for their arrogance and wickedneſs, His right 
hand ſhall find out all his enemies; he ſhall bring 
them forth into the light, and execute upon them 
a ſentence of righteous condemnation. He ſhall 
make them as a fiery oven in the time of his anger, 


when an evil conſcience within, and dreadful cala- 


mities 
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mities ans ſhall torment them, as a prelude to 
thoſe future puniſhments which the wrath. of Jeho- 
vah will inflict upon the impenitent and incorrigi- 
ble, according to the enormity of their transgref. 
fions.—Te ſhall lie doxwn in ſorrow, Their ſtrength 
being exhauſted, their ſpirits ſhall faint, their hands 
ſhall become feeble, ſo that, unable to refiſt or e- 
ſcape impending miſeries, they ſhall be overwhelm- 
ed by diſtreſs and anguiſh. Oppreſſed with trouble 
and grief, and ſeeing no ground of hope and con- 
ſolation, they ſhall experience the truth of the aw- 
ful Prediction delivered by the prophet Zephaniab, 
chap. i. 14. The great day of the Lord is near; it 
haſteth greatly; even the voice of the day of the 
Lord: the mighty man ſhall cry there bitterly.” 
The ſignificant words of our prophet alludes to the 
diſtreſſed ſtate of one who is laid on a fick-bed, grie- 
vouſly afflicted with agony of mind and pains of bo- 
dy, who is obliged to endure the moſt complicated 
miſery, deprived of all hope of recovery. Such a 
deplorable condition affords a moving repreſenta- 
tion of the torment and anguiſh to which the im- 
placable enemies of the kingdom. of God our Savi- 
our ſhall be conſigned, in outer darkneſs, where, 3 
hall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth * where 
* the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched . 
— This prediction, which hath been verified in the 
deſtruction of many, who through envy and hatred 
have oppoſed and perſecnted the Lord Jeſus and 
his diſciples, ſhall receive a more full accompliſh- 
ment when he ' ſhall appoint his ſervants to Bring 
forth and flay before him thoſe his- enemie | 
would not that he ſhould reign over them}. Would 
you, then, happily eſcape the dreadful doom here 
threatened ? Faithfully improve the ſolemn” warn. 
ing you have now received. Alarmed by a ſenſe 
of danger, have immediate recourſe to the infinite 
mercy of God, through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
ſaves from the muy to come, that he may forgive 
our '.. 
* Mat. Vil, 12, 1 48. t Luke xix. Ka 


A, 


your ſins, ank deliver” you from deſerved puniſh. 
ment. And earneſtly implore his — grace 
to turn you from your evil ways, and to conduct 
you in the path of life, that henceforth you may 
hve to him that died for you, * and roſe in. oi 


Thus far, through the help of God, to the praiſe 
of his grace, we have advanced in the expoſition | 


the beautiful and ſublime portion of ſcripture which | 


bears the name of the ProPHECIEs or IsAlan. . To 
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, I offer devout. 
thankſgiving, for the kind afliſtance and counte- 
nance he hath been pleaſed to afford. To you, my 
hearers, I preſent my grateful acknowledgments for. 
your candid attention, and the favourable rece 
tion you have hitherto given to theſe Lectures. 
From God I requeſt his Spirit and benediction to 
aceompany my feeble attempts to promote his ho- 


[ 
} 


5 


{57 
5 F *- 
26 


nour and the intereſts of his kingdom. From you, 


my brethren, I intreat the continuance of your af- 


fectionate regard, a ſhare in your fervent prayers, | 


and your cordial acceptance of my ſervices in the 
goſpel of Chriſt. The grace of our Lord Jeu 


ö tuft be with you al en. 
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